The Imposters of Deputyship of
Imam Mahdi (ATFS)

In Islamic parlance deputyship means
'representation’ and deputy means
'representative and plenipotentiary'.
Hence the deputy of Imam Mahdi
(ATFS) means that he is an
intermediary between the people
and Imam Mahdi (ATFS). This implies
that he conveys the message of Imam
Mahdi (ATFS) to the people; refers
the questions and problems of the
people to Imam Mahdi (ATFS) and
delivers the replies and solutions
given by Imam Mahdi (ATFS) to the
people. He is known as 'the Deputy of
Imam Mahdi (ATFS)

In the history of Islam some men
were such who claimed the 'Special
Deputyship' of Imam Mahdi(ATFS)
but the divine chastisement
descended on them in such a way
that their names disappeared into
oblivion. But history has neatly
preserved their names in its indelible
annals, only to expose their mischiefs
for the common masses, so that they
may become aware, learn a lesson
and may not commit the formidable
mistake of claiming the deputyship
for themselves.

The Types of Deputyship:

There are two types of Deputyship:
(1) Special Deputyship; and

(2) General Deputyship.

Special Deputyship purports that
some person is appointed as a deputy
of Imam Mahdi (ATFS), directly by
Imam Mahdi (ATFS) himself by his
name. Then such a person is the
special deputy of Imam Mahdi (ATFS).
He is given the right to contact Imam
Mahdi (ATFS) directly whenever he
deems fit or whenever they were
faced with an unsolvable problem or
some calamity befell them. The series
of special deputyship continued up to
329 A.H.

This era, where special deputies met
Imam Mahdi (ATFS) directly, is known
as Ghaibat-e-Sughra (Minor
Occultation). The period since 329
A.H. up to this date and up till the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi (ATFS)
is called Ghaibat-e-Kubra (The Major
Occultation).

Those scholars who are executing
their tasks as deputies of Imam
Mahdi (ATFS), during the era of
Ghaibat-e- Kubra, are known as
'General Deputies' of Imam Mahdi



(ATFS). Particularly those highly
learned jurists (Marjae-Taqleed) are
'‘General Deputies' of Imam (ATFS)
then WHOSOEVER claims special
deputyship in Ghaibat-e-Kubra is a
blatant liar. Although the special
deputyship was assigned by Imam
Mahdi(ATFS), but of course it was
approved by Allah(SWT), and since
this status was regarded as very
sublime and high and hence some
wayward, greedy, wanton, power
greedy and naive persons who
wanted to enjoy the privileges of this
position claimed special deputyship.

Allah disgraced and defamed them by
unmasking their true faces.

Herein, it shall be mentioned briefly
about the life of few of such
imposters, who claimed the special
deputyship and were declared as
apostates forever. As the list of false
claimants of Mahdaviyat is long in
history, so is the list of false
claimants of special deputyship.

Also it should be borne in mind that
the false claimant of Special
Deputyship is not confined to the
past only; rather there will be false
claimants of Special Deputyship until

the time of the re-appearance of
Imam Mahdi (ATFS).

The Special Deputies:

Since the special deputies were an
intermediary between the common
populace and Imam Mahdi (ATFS)
and conveyed the messages and
solutions to the problems from Imam
Mahdi (ATFS) to the people. Hence
even these false claimants also
claimed to be intermediaries and
consequently a whole lot of naive
people rallied around them.

Shaikh Mufid (A.R.) and Shaikh Tusi
(A.R.) in their respective books 'Al-
Ghaibat', Mohsin Jabal Aamili in his
book 'Ayanush Shia' and Allamah
Maijlisi in his book 'Behaarul Anwar'
have recorded the life history of
some of the false claimants of special
deputyship.

A few of those imposters are:-
| - Abu Mohammed Hasan Sharayee.

He was the first person to falsely
claim the special deputyship. He was
regarded as the companion of Imam
Ali Naqi (a.s.) and Imam Hasan Askari
(a.s.) during their respective times.
Though he claimed the most coveted
post but was not benefited to the



least because he desired for such a
position which was already decided
by Allah (swt) and His Prophet
(saww). Thus infamy and ignominy
became his lot. Imam Mahdi (ATFS)
cursed him in his Tawqee (Epistle)
and Shias were told to keep aloof
from him thus his infidelity was
disclosed and his fate was sealed.
(Ayanush-Shia, Vol. 4 pg. 59,
Behaarul-Anwar Vol. 5 pg. 367)

There is also a sect named after
Sharayee by the name of Shuraiyye.
They are considered as Ghulaat
(extremists) and Hululiye (believers in
incarnation). (Khandane Naubakhti by
Abbas Igbal pg. 235)

2 - Mohammed bin Naseer Numairi:

He claimed deputyship in the tenure
of the second special deputy
Mohammed bin Usman. In short, he
claimed for the position of
Mohammed bin Usman Amri but
because of his apostasy and
paganistic claim Allah (SWT)
disgraced him. Mohammed bin
Usman Amri also cursed him. When
he learnt of this; he went to the
house of Mohammad bin Usman
Amri for apology but was not allowed
to enter the house. Mohammed bin

Naseer Numairi not only claimed the
deputyship but also claimed prophet
hood. He was also one of the
extremists, was convinced of the
divinity of Imam Hadi (A.S.) and
posed as a Prophet sent by him.

Unfortunately some persons
gathered around him too and a new
sect came into existence by the name
of 'Numairiyyah’.

He opined that marriage was
permitted with 'Mahram' (those
ladies with whom Islam has forbidden
the marriage viz. mother, sister,
daughter, grandmother,
granddaughters, nieces, aunts, etc.),
also considered homosexuality as
permissible. Mohammed bin Musa
Hasan bin Furaat promoted his
religion. When Mohammed bin
Naseer Numairi grew old, his tongue
was literally tied and hardly could he
speak anything. When people
inquired of him about his successor.
He grumbled: "Ahmed", nobody
could understand anything and as a
result his followers were divided into
three groups. A group followed his
son Ahmed, while another went after
Ahmed bin Mohammed bin Musa
Hasan bin Furaat and the third group
made Ahmed bin Abil Husain bin



Bashr their leader. (Ayanush Shia, pg.
959-60, Behar, vol. 51, pg. 267)

3 - Abu Tahir Mohammed bin Ali bin
Hilal:

Abu Tahir was enumerated among
the companions of Imam Hasan
Askari (A.S.). But he denied the
deputyship of Mohammed bin Usman
Amri and claimed the same for
himself. It is reported that he was
having some 'Sahme Imam' with
himself which he did not give to
Mohammed bin Usman Amri and
claimed the deputyship for himself.
The Shias rebuked and lambasted him
and later a Tawgee came foreboding
his fate of destruction. (Al Ghaibat-
Tusi, pg. 260)

4 - Husain bin Mansur Hallaj:

In the history of Islam, we find many
personalities, who due to their beliefs
or propaganda or both, were able to
influence the society to such an
extent that the common people were
carried away by them. Erudite
scholars and renowned thinkers too
were not exempted. One such person
was Abul Mughees al Husain Bin
Mansur Muhammi Al Bayzaawi Al
Hallaj, a well-known Sufi. Al-Hallaj is
also known in Persian, Turkish and

Urdu literature as 'Mansur'. He was
born in 244 A.H. in the district of Pars
at a place called "Tur' which is to the
north - east to 'Al Bayza'. It is said
that Hallaj was the grandson of a fire-
worshipper and was from the
progeny of Abu Ayyub, a companion
of the Holy Prophet (S.A.W.). His
father was a (cotton) carder but he
himself was not. His father left Tur for
Waasit. Waasit is a town which was
founded by the Arabs whose
inhabitants were mostly Hanbalis.
Some extremist Shias (Ghalis) also
resided in its rural areas. In such an
environment, Hallaj lost touch of
Persian conversation. Important
Madressa of Quranic recitors existed
there. Here, he memorised the whole
Quran before the age of twelve. Even
in that tender age, he was inclined to
search for its hidden meanings. He
aligned himself with the Sufi school of
Sahl-e-Tustari. At the age of twenty,
he left Sahl-e-Tustari for Basra where
he joined the Sufi order of Amr bin
Uthman Al Makki and wore the Sufi
dress (kharga). He married Ummul
Husain, the daughter of Abu Yaqoob
Al Agta. From her, he had three sons
and a daughter. Due to his wedlock
with Ummul Husain, Uthman Al



Makki became jealous of him and
began to oppose him.

Although Hallaj is accused to be a
Ghali Shia at one time, a deep
research into the matter clearly
shows that all along he ascribed to
the Sunni faith. (Ref: The History of
Islamic Philosophy by M. M. Sharif,
Vol. |, p. 346) Hallaj was also in
contact with the famous Sufi, Junaid.
He went to Baghdad for exchange of
thoughts with him. Although Junaid
persuaded him to stay there, he
refused because he was completely
fed up with the dispute between his
father-in-law Al-Agta and Amr al-
Makki. Therefore, he left Baghdad
after the uprising of Zanjies was
guelled. From Baghdad, he came to
Mecca where he performed his first
Hajj. He vowed to remain inside the
holy precincts for a year, praying and
fasting. In this way, he kept testing
his personal method for "divine
unification". And opposing the
principle of "Hifz-e-Sirr" (Protection
of Divine Secrecy-a Sufi doctrine),
started propagating his own
ideologies. Amr al- Makki dissociated
himself from him. Yet, Hallaj
managed to collect more disciples
around him. After he returned to

Khuzistan, he ceased wearing the Sufi
dress. He began to dress like the
common people to enable him to
speak and propagate more freely. His
method of propagation raised doubts
and suspicions. The main plank of his
campaign was that each man should
be made capable of finding Allah in
his own heart [It was for this that he
received the title Halla) ul Asrar (the
Carder of Distinctions)] Hallaj gained
popularity in different towns under
different titles in different periods of
time. According to ibn Kathir, he is
known to Indians as Abul Mughees,
the Khorasanis remember him as
Abul Mameez, the people of Pars as
Abu Abdullah az Zahid, the
Khuzistanis Hallaj ul Asrar, the
Baghdadis as Mustalim and the
Basraites as Al Muhayyar. (Al Bidaya
wan Nihaya, Vol. Il, p. 133) But he
also acquired notoriety for a number
of reasons. Scholars, both Shia as well
as Sunni, accused him of cheating and
showing false miracles. He performed
his second Hajj with four hundred
disciples. There, some of his former
friends and Sufis accused him of
sorcery, magic and being in contact
with the Jinn’s. Even after this Hajj,
he made a long tour of Turkey and
India. There, he came in contact with



the Hindus, Buddhists and Jains. (Ref:
Tazkiratul Awliya: Essay on Hussain
Bin Mansoor Al Hallaj). Around 290
A.H. he performed his third and last
Hajj. This time, he had a patched
shawl on his shoulders and an Indian
Lungi tied to the lower part of his
body. On the plains of Arafat, he
invoked, "0 Allah, annihilate me.
Make me wretched in the eyes of the
people." After completing this Hajj,
he returned to Baghdad and made a
replica of Kaaba in his house. At
nights, he prayed on tombs and
graves and during days, he roamed
the bazaars and streets, displaying his
mad love for Allah. He used to show
himself as a wretched man in the
eyes of the people and also
expressed his wish to die. He
implored, "0 Muslims! Save me from
Allah. He has permitted you to shed
my blood. Kill me!" Muhammad Bin
Dawood Az-Zaaheri was infuriated
with this statement. He convicted
Hallaj and wanted him to be put to
death. But the Shafaye jurist, ibn
Surrayyij was of the view that the
position and condition of the Sufis
was beyond the courts of law. It was
during this period that Hallaj
announced his infamous slogan "Anal
Haq" (I am The Truth, [read God]) in

the mosque of Al Mansur in the
presence of Ash-Shibli. In the last part
of 290 A.H., the revenue officer of the
young Abbasid Caliph Mugtadir, Al
Furat arrested Hallaj and filed a case
against him. Hallaj was brought to
Baghdad. Here, he was subjected to
the ire of Hamid (a Sunni) and kept in
jail for nine years. In 301 A.H., ibn Isa,
nephew of a minister who was
Hallaj's disciple, dismissed the case
against him. He also freed the jailed
supporters of Hallaj. In 303 A.H.,
Hallaj cured successfully the chronic
fever of the caliph. In 305 A.H., he
brought to life the dead parrot of the
crown prince. The Mutazelis
denounced him as a charlatan and a
sorcerer. During the period of 304-
306 A.H. the charge of ibn Isa's
ministry was taken up by ibn Furat.
He was a sworn adversary of Hallaj
but the Caliph's mother did not allow
him to revive the case against Hallaj.
It seems that two important writings
of Hallaj belong to this period.

He was a Bezai Sufi and wanted to
preach his ideals in the centres of
Shias like Qum and Baghdad, which
were prominent in the time of
Ghaibat-e-Sughra. Thus to achieve his
end he extensively travelled in Shia



cities and made some followers.
When he reached Qum and while
during the course of meeting with
Shia Scholars he introduced himself
as a special deputy, he was
condemned severely and had to flee
from Qum.

In fact Hallaj harboured animosity
towards the clan of Naubakhti and
when in the year 305 A.H., Abul
Qasim Husain bin Rauh Naubakhti
became the third special deputy then
in order to give vent to his enmity he
claimed the deputyship of Imam
Mahdi (ATFS). Hallaj was very cunning
and crafty. He planned to win over
Abu Sahl Ismail Naubakhti who was
himself an honoured elder, a
pragmatic scholar and an influential
statesman. He wielded tremendous
clout among the masses and in the
court. Hallaj knew that if he would
convert Abu Sahl Ismail Naubakhti,
then a big chunk of people will come
under his command.

Thus he wrote to Abu Sahl: "l am a
deputy of Imam Saheb-uz- Zaman
(ATFS) and am instructed by his
honoured self to write to you and
whatever Imam Mahdi (ATFS) has
decided. | should aid and assist you so
that you may believe in him and may

not grope into doubt and scepticism."
Abu Sahl was intelligent enough to
read between the lines. Hence he
gave a quixotic reply. "I have heard a
lot about your miraculous abilities
and hence | seek a solution from you
for a minor problem of mine. lam in
love with my maid and many of her
clan men are under my influence. But
the problem is that | cannot express
my love to her because on any Friday
if | miss to dye my mane then
perchance my old age will be
revealed and she will dump me for
good. This is the only problem which
is constantly harassing me, | wish if |
could get rid of this problem. If you
could turn my grey hair into black
then | will accept your invitation
wholeheartedly. | will be convinced of
your beliefs and moreover | will
preach your ideology." When Hallaj
read this shrewd reply of Abu Sahl, he
understood that he could not achieve
his aim and thus was disappointed
from Abu Sahl. Abu Sahl scoffed at his
apostasy and disbelief and castigated
him to an immeasurable extent.

(Khandane Naubakhti by Abbas Igbal,
pg. lll to 114; quoted from Ghaibat,
pg. 261 & 262, Shaikh Tusi and
Fehrist-e-Tusi.pg. 233).



The Rastafaran cult are said to be
followers of Hallaj.

5 - Abu Jafar Mohammad bin Ali
Shalmaghani:

He was popularly known as Ibn Abil
Azaqir. He was very much revered
among Bani Bastaan for Husain bin
Rauh Naubakhti, the third deputy
himself has accorded honour to him,
because initially Shalmaghani was a
genuine believer and had written a

lot many books based on Shia beliefs.

The books were accumulated and
approved by Hussain bin Rauh
Naubakhti. He strayed from the right
path when Hussain bin Rauh
Naubakhti went in reclusion for
awhile. In this period Hussain bin
Rauh made him his deputy so that he
may serve as a link between the
masses and Hussain bin Rauh. His
aberrations began in Zilhajj of 312
A.H. and in the same year a Tawqee
was received from Imam Mahdi
(ATFS) cursing him to the core.
(Khandane-Naubakhti pg. 418)

Whatever paganistic ideas and
falsehood he was spreading among
Bani Bastaan he was ascribing the
same towards Hussain bin Rauh.
When Hussain bin Rauh got this

information, he immediately wrote to
Bani Bastaan to curse Shalmaghani
and drive him off. But Bani Bastaan
did not react because somehow
Shalmaghani had convinced them
that because he had exposed Hussain
bin Rauh hence he has written such a
letter against me. He also added that
it is such a closely guarded secret that
its truth will not be grasped except by
the Ulul Azm Prophets or Great
Angels or those believers whose faith
has been tested. When Hussain bin
Rauh learnt of such statements of
Shalmaghani he again wrote to Bani
Bastaan to curse him and remain
aloof from him. When Bani Bastaan
showed this letter to Shalmaghani, he
started weeping and wailing and said,
"The meaning of Hussain bin Rauh's
words are profound the depth of
which could not be understood. As he
had written curse (Laa'nat) upon me
which implies' distancing from the
wrath of Allah' and not from mercy of
Allah. Now | have recognized my
actual position." But when his
crocodile tears could not affect Bani
Bastaan then he started dabbing his
face with sand and started expressing
remorse over himself in these words:
"Alas! If only you would have kept
this secret." When the people did not



trust him anymore, he maintained a
stiff silence for a while and then
declared that the spirit of Holy
Prophet (SAWW.) had incarnated into
Mohammad bin Usman Amri, the
spirit of Hazrat Ali (A.S.) has entered
into Hussain bin Rauh and the spirit
of Fatimah Zahra (S.A.) has
incarnated into Umme Kulsum, the
daughter of Mohammad bin Usman
Amri. When Hussain bin Rauh heard
of this he remarked that: "All such
talks of Shalmaghani are pure
infidelity and apostasy. He wants to
attract the people towards himself so
that next he can claim of Divinity and
say that Allah (SWT) has entered into
his body." The Tawqgee which was
received from Imam Mahdi (ATFS) in
312 A.H. stated that:

"May Allah bestow on you
recognition of goodness, prolong
your life, make you aware of all
goodness’s. May your end be on
righteousness and your intentions be
sincere. May Allah provide your all
brethren with desire of doing good.
Well, Mohammad bin Ali known as
Shalmaghani has turned apostate and
deserted Islam. He is a heretic who
ascribed falsehood to Allah. He has
committed a major sin of calumny."

(Ghaibat, Shaikh Tusi, pg. 253 and
Behaarul Anwar.Vol.51/ 380)

No sooner this Tawgee was received;
the Imaamiyyah Scholars of Baghdad
dumped Shalmaghani. He was cursed
and condemned in every gathering.
When he saw this, he approached
some Shia veteran scholars and
implored them from arranging a
meeting with Hussain bin Rauh. He
proposed that if fire descended from
the skies and it does not engulf
Hussain bin Rauh in itself then he is
on the right path otherwise my claim
is genuine. When the Abbaside Caliph
Razi Billah heard this proposition he
passed the orders for slaying
Shalmaghani. Thusin 323 A.H. he
met his end.

(Ayanush Shia, Kitab al Imam Mahdi
al Muntazar, pg. 63)

6 - Abu Bakr Mohammad bin Ahmad
bin Usman Baghdadi:

He was a nephew of Mohammad bin
Usman Amri, the second deputy of
Imam Mahdi (ATFS). He claimed the
special deputyship and was
consequently cursed by Imam Mahdi
(ATFS) through his Tawqee.

7 - Ahmed bin Hilal Karkhi:



He was enumerated amongst the
companions of Imam Hasan Askari
(A.S.). He rejected the deputyship of
Mohammad bin Usman. Imam Mahdi
(ATFS) has cursed him in his Tawgee.

The Conclusion:

When the lives of these false
claimants are observed closely then it
can be inferred that the majority of
these imposters were once among
the companions of Ma’asum Imam’s
(A.S.) but at the last moments of their
life they were deprived of the love of
Ahle Bayt (A.S.).

Why?

Only and only because they yearned
for power, and position and their
craziness so increased that they
turned away from the righteous
representatives of Imam Mahdi
(ATFS) and claimed the special
deputyship for themselves. It was
here that their intellect deserted
them and their yearning for position
sealed their fates eternally.

Let us pray to the Almighty Allah
that may He give us the ability to
discern falsehood from 'truth’.

That we may not be misled by any
false claimant or charlatan. Amen.



