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Introduction

"l ey Wl G U A e T

"And We desired to show favour to those who were abased in the

land, and to make them imams, and to make them the heirs".!

A common question among the followers of Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) is: Who is the true awaiter of Imam Mahdi,

and what responsibilities do they have during this waiting period?

The Quran presents us with three significant events whose timing
remains unknown. We are, therefore, in a state of anticipation for the

fulfillment of these divine promises:

! Surah Al-Qasas, verse 5.
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1. The Day of Judgment:

- Aa-0

LM X Lgade W3S Wl e TLT 2l e LI

2. Death:

S )

z

3. The Reappearance of Imam Mahdi:

0 Sl T i AR 0 e D
The anticipation of the Imam's reappearance, death, and the Day of
Judgment are interconnected, as each marks the conclusion of one
phase and the onset of another. In this new stage, what awaits us will

be shaped by what we have accomplished in our previous lives.

In verse 29 of Surah As-Sajdah, Allah says:

- & . 080 & 2 o~ ose ~o0 -0 2y

"o s el 138 Ll Y A

P

" They ask thee about the (final) Hour - when will be its appointed time? Say: "The knowledge
thereof is with my Lord (alone):....” Surah Al-A'raf, part of verse 187.

2> Every soul shall taste death. Then you shall be brought back to Us.”, Surah Al-'Ankabut, verse

57.
3 «“And We desired to show favour to those who were abased in the land, and to make them

imams, and to make them the heirs,” Surah Al-Qasas, verse 5.
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“Say: "On the Day of Decision, no profit will it be to Unbelievers if
they (then) believe! nor will they be granted a respite.”

Concerning this verse, Ibn Darraj narrates that he heard Imam Sadiq

(peace be upon him) say:

e S0 48 580 T ool L T B 0 ol B G 8 4 <805 06

e G 5l G 0 Al e L W) i o S L e G

ﬂ:ﬁ/ . .ﬂO/J 2 o0 - - J:‘/ .6/6
.((M‘Jykpwg_.,.?oé"gwte- CALJ\

“The Day of Victory is the day when the world is prepared for the
appearance of Imam Al-Qaim (may Allah hasten his reappearance).
On that day, seeking nearness through faith will only benefit those who
were believers before and had certainty in that victory. Thus, only the
believer's faith will benefit him, and he will have a high status with
Allah. On the Day of Judgment and the day of resurrection, the
gardens of Paradise will be adorned for him, and Allah's Hellfire will

be veiled from him."!

Therefore, this hadith emphasizes the importance of strengthening our

° )w,’z

faith now. We do not have much time, as ", 3 oI5 5 T <55 o4l

! Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 11, p. 636; Ta'wil al-Ayat al-Zahirah, p. 438.
2 “Indeed they see it to be far off* and We see it to be near. , (Surah Al-Ma'arij, verses 6-7, also
mentioned in the Pledge of Allegiance (Dua al-Ahd)).

7
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Whether the reappearance happens soon or our death occurs first, we

must strengthen our faith before either event.

A true awaiter of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) is
like someone acutely aware of their limited time and the tasks they
must complete. Imagine being told you have only one month left to
live. What would you do? You would likely think about how many
missed prayers you need to makeup, any fasts you need to complete,
debts to pay off, and people from whom you need to seek forgiveness.
Now, consider being told that your time could end at any moment. If
you knew you were in a race where the outcome would determine your
eternal abode, and you could be told "time's up" at any moment, how

hard would you strive and struggle?

Therefore, an awaiter is not merely someone who knows Imam Mahdi
will come someday. Instead, an awaiter actively works to correct
wrongs and improve themselves. This is why waiting is considered a
form of action. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) is

reported to have said:
"o A sl S sl Jal"

“The best of my community's deeds is waiting for relief

(reappearance)”

I Kamal al-Din: 2/644.
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When we expect a guest, we clean and organize our home, preparing
food and fruit. However, if this guest can see inside us, we must
cleanse our internal ugliness and kill the wild animals within us. Some
of us are like wolves due to our bad morals, while others resemble

various animals because of our different evils and shortcomings.

G O U el oy G O U008 (o (U0 Tl e 5 () O3 0"
"G V.a gl Ll r.a Y (aljfljg S U st G & gra U 0T }@3

“Certainly, we have winnowed out for hell many of the jinn and

humans: they have hearts with which they do not understand, they have

eyes with which they do not see, they have ears with which they do not

hear. They are like cattle; indeed, they are more astray. It is they who

are the heedless.”

Some among us resemble "L J‘w 3@\ S}i;'s" We have outwardly
embraced the faith, yet we fail to act on its teachings:

’-ui:'ﬁ\ f}éj\ e W G J,w 3&,?3\ st L;,Lj;; o \jiv lﬁf\f‘ o

"2 el Bl A s UG Al L 1508

! Surah Al-A'raf, verse 179.
2 Surah Al-Jumu'ah, verse 5.
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“The similitude of those who were charged with the (obligations of the)
Mosaic Law, but who subsequently failed in those (obligations), is that
of a donkey which carries huge tomes (but understands them not). Evil
is the similitude of people who falsify the Signs of Allah: and Allah

guides not people who do wrong.”

Have we honored the rights of the Quran? Have we followed its

directives, or do we merely recite its verses?

During the Mi'raj (Night Ascension), the Prophet (peace be upon him)

witnessed some community members transform into various animals.

It is narrated from Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) that while he was

circumambulating the Kaaba, one of his companions remarked, "How

many pilgrims there are!(! z=>J! ;s )" The Imam responded, "Look

between my two fingers." When the companion looked, he saw many
animals, with only a few humans performing the circumambulation.

The Imam said:
"l Bl memdll SIL"

"How much wailing there is, and how few are the true pilgrims!"!

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 124.
10
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Regrettably, we have only learned to utter " il SJJ e ol

"("Allahumma' ajjil Le Waliyekal Faraj"). If only we were consistent
in saying it, as we often forget to include this supplication. We

conclude our prayers without even a single plea for Fara;.

We send blessings without adding the phrase "wa 'ajjil farajahum
wa'l'an a'da'ahum" (and hasten their relief and curse their enemies).
This 1s the least we should do. We have not fully grasped the meaning

of the verse:
nle “Ll;b’;::"}¢;il;%6m‘bln

(“Indeed Allah does not change a people’s lot, unless they change what

is in their souls™)

Sadly, there are people, even among the Shia youth, who need help
understanding the significance of the Imam's appearance. They ask,
"What difference does it make if the Imam comes? Are not people
living comfortably in other countries?" They need to realize that the
justice established by Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) is universal justice, not only for the benefit of a wealthy
class or only for the benefit of the people of a country. Every country

has its share of rich and poor today, but under the Imam's leadership,

! Surah Ar-Ra'd, part of verse 11.
11
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poverty will be eradicated. Human intellect will reach its peak!,
knowledge will attain its highest levels, lifespans will be extended, and
many other advancements will follow. We have numerous narrations

about these promises.?

Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) states:

- 2 8- o - . s - e -

05 wm;ﬁiw@jﬁ\ﬂyw‘;uww@jﬁ\&wfuﬂﬂw;\»

o 2820 - - PP
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él.%}u O ;L;‘>u 3 é@)\ L;l bl 5 U > g.utiu S 9 ch ,@.,J |

-

$d2 - . 2o

o O s B3 B Oaak 5 W ras ska I e s goedl JI e

«...Vim}; S UG U005
"Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) will distribute public
wealth and the treasury's resources so equally that no one will be left
in need of Zakat. Those obligated to pay Zakat will search for needy
Shias to offer their wealth, but they will refuse. The wealthy will
persist, going around their homes, but the people will emerge and say,

'We no longer need your dirhams.""

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 336.
2 Abdulkarim Paknia, Scientific and Cultural Blessings of the Era of Appearance, No. 74, 1378
(Iranian calendar).
3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 390.
12
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Similarly, Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said:

"In the era of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him), a person will plant
one mudd of seed and reap a harvest of seven hundred Mudd, fulfilling

the meaning of the noble verse from the Quran" !

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) told Ali ibn Ugbah:

P 22 o - s, R0 . o  F& o 0 - 0 0 - -

- A

umdu\yf&”uwm\mj@L,}JJJA\OWVJ)ML;\ K

e - - - c0 8 8 . i - - G- -7

V.<.>-‘5uj:.>-).s4.J|‘5Lh;)b)lau.o)m‘gu‘jw\@wrlu\&‘}d}bJ}-j;@&‘

Py 2 - -2 o~

.x;uUJLWMSJMJLM,SUQU‘,@Mfm(.s}pjurgxwu\”

i odl e Gl 05028 I U el b Mﬁ;&—u}’v"

PR

"When the Qaim rises, he will establish a justice-based government,
and oppression and tyranny will be eliminated. His presence will make
the roads safe, and the earth will yield blessings. Every rightful claim
will be returned to its owner, and he will judge among people with the
fairness of David and Muhammad (peace be upon them). During this

time, the earth will reveal its treasures and manifest its blessings, and

! Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him) from Birth to Appearance, p. 751; Montakhab al-Athar fi al-
Imam al-Thani Ashar (Peace be upon Him), Vol 3,p.145.
13
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there will no longer be any need for charity or financial aid, as all

believers will become self-sufficient and prosperous..."!

Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) said:

D 51 G T Y s B 5
« up>iuin

"In the era of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him), knowledge and

wisdom will advance to such a level that even a housewife in her home

will be able to make judgments based on the Quran and the teachings

of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family)." ?

He also stated:
.«;,;ill;’i FERCH r@fw e ’:@ SN u,jlj pe A /C"’i/} WE fb i3]

"When our Qaim rises, Allah will place His hand of love upon the
heads of His servants, perfecting their intellects and bringing their

mental maturity to completion."

Regarding the attributes of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his

reappearance), it is narrated from Imam Reza (peace be upon him):

'T'lam al-Wara, p. 462.

2 Al-Ghaybah al-Nu'mani, p. 239; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 352.

3 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 25; Book of Intellect and Ignorance, Hadith 10.
14
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O el 5 iUl e frrle ATy (ol (e oL TS0 80 5 el

ki g G Wl 1 0 20 G W T 5K 5 Y8 T D et

"The Imam is the most knowledgeable, the wisest, the most pious, the
most patient, the bravest, and the most generous among people. He is
more deserving of people than they are of themselves, kinder to them
than their fathers and mothers, and more humble before Allah than
anyone else. He exemplifies what he teaches and refrains from what

he forbids more than anyone."!

The global government of justice that Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten
his reappearance) will establish is unlike anything seen in the present
era. The advancements in science, technology, and healthcare, as well
as the numerous material and spiritual blessings from his leadership,
will be unparalleled. However, despite knowing this and genuinely
wishing for the Imam's swift return, a group of people continue to ask,
"Why doesn't Imam Mahdi come?" They frequently say, "Why don't
you come, dear master?" without considering who he would return for.

Would it be for those who have neglected him? Are these not the same

! Kashf al-Ghumma fi Ma'rifat al-A'imma, vol2, p.290; Abdulkarim Paknia, Scientific and
Cultural Blessings of the Era of Appearance, No. 74, 1378 (Iranian calendar).
15
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people who once rejected the presence of the Imams (peace be upon

them) and left them isolated? So much so that

n- 24 -~ 2% - O - “f °. e "’if n
2ot B e s B
("some were unjustly killed, some were imprisoned, some were exiled

and far from their homeland, or deprived of their rights™)'.

If only we could first prove that we have not abandoned our master
(Imam), that we obey his commands and constantly strive to draw
closer to him. Let us demonstrate our remembrance of him before we
claim to miss him. How much do we indeed remember our master? Do
we think of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) as often
as we visit our parents? Are not the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them)
our spiritual parents? The Imam is present and living among us; we
have distanced ourselves from him through our sins. If we do not
follow his guidance now, what assurance do we have that we will obey

him when he appears?

In reality, the Imam is waiting for us, not the other way around! He is
waiting for us to awaken from the slumber of neglect and to free
ourselves from the intoxication of worldly distractions. However, you

and | remain heedless. We are not merely asleep; we are pretending to

! Phrases from Du'a Nudba.
16
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be asleep. No matter how much we are called, we refuse to wake up.

Allah says in the Quran:
" SR iU Il e (B ¢l Sl e o (AT

“Be sure we shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some
loss in goods or lives or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings

to those who patiently persevere,”

Even with all the insecurity, wars, the spread of contagious diseases,
financial and economic crises, decreasing purchasing power, inflation,
and widespread injustice—none of these wake us up from our

heedlessness.

However, we remain content merely with speaking and hearing,
hoping these words serve as a reminder. Perhaps one of us will finally
respond to the call of the Hussein of our time, Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance), who cries out, "Is there any helper to help
me?" And he/she will answer, "We hear and obey." Many people claim
that if they had been alive during the time of Imam Hussein (peace be
upon him), they would indeed have joined his ranks and fought for
him. However, they deceive themselves, for they have already
abandoned the Hussein of our time, their Imam Mahdi, and show no

signs of struggle against their own egos or genuine support for him.

! Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 155.
17
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In his well-known letter to Sheikh Mufid (may Allah have mercy on

him), Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) wrote:
e 0 Lt el U 1 3 il gl e casellal alll g s Lelsl O ) )
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"If our Shias, may Allah grant them success in obeying Him, were
united in upholding their covenant with us, the blessing of meeting us
would not have been delayed, and the joy of seeing us with full
recognition would have come to them sooner. What keeps us hidden
from them is the behavior we receive from them, which we dislike and

do not expect."!

Ma'mun Raqqi narrates:
G ST 0K BT Sy G el A L ST W 8T gL
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!'Ilzam al-Nasib, vol. 1, p. 412; Yawm al-Khalas, p. 161.
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(Ma'mun Raqqi narrates an encounter with Imam Sadiq (peace be upon
him), in which Sahl ibn Hasan Khorasani entered, greeted the Imam,
and sat down. He then said, "O son of the Messenger of Allah! How
kind and merciful you are. You are the Imam; why don't you assert
your right when you have over a hundred thousand Shias ready to fight

for you?"

The Imam (peace be upon him) said, "Khorasani, take a seat. You are
welcome." He then instructed his servant, "Kindle the fire in the oven."
After the servant had lit the fire, the Imam turned to the Khorasani man
and said, "Step into the oven!" The Khorasani man begged, "O

descendant of the Messenger of Allah! Please do not burn me. Spare
19
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me, and may Allah pardon you." The Imam responded, "I have

pardoned you."

At that moment, Harun Makki entered, holding his shoes in his hand,

and greeted, "Peace be upon you, O descendant of the Messenger of
Allah!"

The Imam said, "Place your shoes down and sit in the oven.” Harun

Makki set aside his shoes and sat inside the oven without hesitation.

The Imam continued conversing with the Khorasani man, speaking
about the affairs in Khorasan as though he had witnessed them
firsthand. Finally, the Imam said, "Khorasani, go and see what is

happening inside the oven."

The Khorasani said, "I went to the oven and saw Harun Makki sitting
calmly, cross-legged inside. Then he came out and greeted us." The

Imam asked, "How many people like him can you find in Khorasan?"

The Khorasani responded, "By Allah, not even one!" The Imam said,
"By Allah, not even one can be found. We will not rise until we have at
least five supporters like him (Harun Makki). We know best when the

right time will come.")

This highlights the importance of being a true awaiter of Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance). The Imam needs loyal and

sincere supporters for his emergence—people who will accept and act

20
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on his commands with complete devotion, not just those who follow

orders that benefit them.

We must understand our responsibilities to support Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance). However, before delving into the
duties of the servants, it is essential to acknowledge that some people
focus solely on the desire to meet Imam Mahdi. They recite specific
invocations or perform certain actions in hopes of this meeting,
unaware that a meeting without proper recognition, understanding, and
obedience is no benefit. Since the Imam moves through markets and
eats like ordinary people, we may encounter him many times without
realizing it. Therefore, the first step is to recognize him outwardly.
However, even outward recognition is meaningless without insight
into the Imam's deeper realities. For example, Yazid saw his Imam of
the time and knew he was the son of Imam Ali and the grandson of the
Prophet, yet he needed more accurate recognition and obedience.
Thus, a mere meeting without outward recognition and outward
recognition without proper knowledge and obedience will not lead to

salvation and are ultimately pointless.

Thus, two crucial tasks must be undertaken: first, to transform
ourselves in pursuit of recognizing and understanding the Imam's
exalted character, and second, to strengthen our obedience to the Imam

by abandoning various sins and fulfilling the rights we owe. What is

21
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both necessary and attainable for everyone is to cultivate a connection
with the Imam in our hearts, developing the capacity to establish a deep

spiritual bond with him.

While physical meetings with the Imam have been experienced by
scholars and mystics who have attained high levels of piety, such
encounters may not occur for others at different stages of their spiritual
journey. For some, the test may lie in obeying the Imam without
physically seeing him. Sometimes, Allah tests us to determine who
will support Him and his Imam without seeing them. This support and
obedience to the hidden Imam reflects true faith in the unseen and a

sincere belief from the heart.

In the Quran, Allah also highlights that one of the signs of true

believers is their faith in the unseen:

- 2 0% 0 & .o
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“who believe in the Unseen, maintain the prayer, and spend out of
what We have provided for them;”

It is narrated from Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) in the

interpretation of verses 2 and 3 of Surah Al-Baqarah that: "The

! Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 3.
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meaning of 'the God-conscious' refers to the Shias of Ali (peace be

upon him), and the 'unseen’ refers to the hidden Imam"'.

Some people claim they will serve the Imam and join him in jihad
when he appears, pledging to follow whatever commands he gives.
However, they fail to realize that Imam Mahdi's commands are no
different from those of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). If they
are not following these commands now, how will they be able to do so
later? Fighting on the battlefield is considered the lesser jihad, while
the struggle against one's own self is the greater jihad. The true awaiter
of relief(Faraj) fulfills their responsibilities during this waiting period,
working to overcome personal shortcomings and striving to reform
themselves and their community. Just as someone preparing for an
exam or a job interview puts in significant effort and preparation,
waiting for the Imam's appearance is not a time for idleness but for

hard work and readiness to be chosen.

Now, let us discuss the duties of those who await the Imam's return.
These responsibilities are derived from Quranic verses and narrations,
including teachings from the book Mikyal al-Makarim, and additional
items. We pray that Allah allows us to act upon what we know and say

and guides us to our desired destination.

! Kamal al-Din, Voll, p18.
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1. The First Responsibility of the Awaiters: Patience and
Confidence in Relief (Faraj)
In the Quran it is mentioned (about polytheists, when they heard

the news of return):

M sl VMS ol C“j‘ s 2o 04 st 5"
“They say, ‘When will this judgement(victory) be, if you are
truthful?’”

As aresult, losing patience and confidence in this topic draws us closer
to polytheists. However, in Surah Al-Ankabut, verse 59, we read about

the believers:

! Surah As-Sajdah, verse 28.
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“—Those who are patient and who put their trust in their Lord.”

Furthermore, Allah declares in verse 1 of Surah An-Nabhl,

2

. "...ejl?u.';mﬁ Ws f.U‘ JA‘ u_?‘"

“Allah’s edict is coming! So do not seek to hasten it.”

Question:

Some hadiths forbid haste in the relief (appearance/Faraj) of Imam

Mahdi (peace be upon him). What exactly does “haste” mean?
Answer:
The forbidden haste comes in three forms:

- The first type is haste, which leads to despair about His Holiness’s

release.

This suggests that out of impatience and a lack of endurance, one may
claim, “If it were to happen, it should have happened by now.” It is
also the type of haste that causes a person to doubt or deny Imam
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), to deny related hadiths, to
interpret them in a way that contradicts other explicit hadiths or verses,

or to become hopeless as a result of haste and to stop praying.
25
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- The second type is haste, which denies divine wisdom and justice

or interferes with submission and satisfaction to the Allah’s word.

- The third type is haste, which results in the acceptance and pursuit
of bogus claimants. This suggests that because the person is hurried

and impatient, they believe bogus claimants.

As a result, this debate differs from praying for the hastening of relief,
and praying for His Holiness’s ease while remaining patient and
satisfied with the divine order is one of the emphasized themes in

hadith. Not praying in this regard is one of the roadblocks to relief’.

! For a more complete discussion, refer to: Mikyaal al-Makaarim, Volume 2, authored by Sayyid
Muhammad Taqi Musavi Isfahani.
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2. The Second Responsibility of the Awaiters: Strengthening
and Perfecting Faith Before Relief

In Surah As-Sajdah, verse 29, Allah says:
" Uy 18 a0 0 g

“Say: "On the Day of Decision, no profit will it be to Unbelievers if
they (then) believe! nor will they be granted a respite.”

According to Ibn Darraj, “I heard Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)

Ea

say about the verse:“0y k% s Uy cgilal 15,8 1 dll 25 U il 5 (87 that:

‘The Day of Victory(Decision) is the day when the world is prepared
for the appearance of Hazrat Qa’im (may Allah hasten his noble
appearance), and [on that day], seeking closeness through faith is only

27
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beneficial for one who was a believer before that time and had
certainty in that victory. As a result, only the believers faith benefits
him, and he enjoys high standing and rank with Allah. On the Day of
Resurrection and the Day of Rising from the Grave, the gardens of
Paradise are dec "ed and beautified for him, while Allah's Hellfire is
hidden from him.!

! Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), Vol. 11, p. 636; Ta'wil al-Ayat al-Zahirah, p. 438.
28
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3. The Third Responsibility of the Awaiters: Daily Self-

Examination and Accountability.

In Surah Al-Anbiya, verse 1, Allah states:

o 228 -
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“Mankind’s reckoning has drawn near to them, yet they are

disregardful in [their] obliviousness.”

Imam Musa al-Kadhim (peace be upon him) stated:
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“Whoever does not examine their deeds every day is not among us.”
If they have done good, they should ask Allah for additional prosperity,
if they have done wrong, they should seek forgiveness and repentance

from Allah.!

O Allah, give us the ability to take a pen and paper, create a notebook

for ourselves, and hold ourselves accountable.

It is said by the Prophet (peace be upon him):

.«,E‘U”\ u.af.U \;-,Puw_ 5 \;:;JJJ L;jjj}lj;l.;ﬁ OTJ’:’V'{”“”J &l ‘j;“l;'”
(“Examine your deeds and behaviors before being scrutinized and held
accountable; assess your worth before being evaluated; and prepare
yourselves for the grand presentation and terrible summons before

Allah™)?.

However, self-examination necessitates using criteria and standards,
and we must understand what factors to examine while evaluating
ourselves. Allah repeats the phrase "¢shly 48l " eight times in
Surah Ash-Shu’ara through holy prophets’ utterances. Thus, the
examination of deeds should be based on the degree of piety (taqwa)
and obedience. However, our level of piety is determined by where we

are now and where we wish to go.

' Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 16, p. 95; Mishkat al-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, Vol. 1, p. 247.
2 Wasa’il al-Shi’a, Vol. 16, p. 99.
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3-1. Three Degrees of Piety
According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him), there are three levels

of piety based on Quranic verses. Piety is divided into three types:
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(“First, piety is motivated by fear of fire and punishment, which is
abstaining from the forbidden and is ordinary people’s piety. Second,
piety is motivated by fear of Allah (rather than fear of hell), which
entails avoiding questionable matters and is the piety of the elite.
Third, for Allah’s sake, piety is abstaining from what is permitted to

avoid questionable matters').

We are dealing with general piety here, and anyone who has passed
this stage should look for other stages. It is critical for overall piety to
pay attention to the list of sins and prohibitions. Some believe that
because they do not miss their prayers and fasting, and their hijab is
appropriate, they are not committing any forbidden activities.

However, the situation is far more intricate and detailed than this.

I Misbah al-Shari’a, 1, 86.
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Some sins and undesired activities are so common that some people
are unaware they are sins, such as smiling and joking with non-
mahrams, providing false testimony, downloading or utilizing free
book files from the internet without the author’s and publisher’s
permission, and so forth. As a result, reading books and texts on
various sins, particularly significant crimes, and compiling a
comprehensive list of prohibitions is strongly advised. Also, keeping a
notebook with a list of prohibitions and sins to guide the accountability

process is highly beneficial for self-examination.

Piety must be present in all limbs and faculties. The significance of
physical piety is so enormous that Lady Fatima(peace be upon her)
says:

NS el o 5 ara 5 6l g oT 3] sl il s Loy
“What does a fasting person who does not protect his tongue, ears,

eyes, and limbs do with his fasting?”

Below, we will provide a few examples of piety in some body parts.

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 93, p. 295.
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3-2. Piety in the eyes
According to Hadiths, the eyes express the least thanks of any bodily

component. (This implies that more sins are done through them.)

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) stated:
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"Among the body parts, the eyes show the least gratitude, so do not

fulfill their desires as they will distract you from the remembrance of
Allah."

As aresult, it is recommended to prevent sins performed with the eyes.

Some of the sins of the eyes are’:

1. Looking at non-mahrams (those forbidden to look at):

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 104, p. 36; Tamimi Amadi, Abd al-Wahid ibn Muhammad, Tasnif Ghurar
al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim, Researcher, Editor: Dirayati, Mustafa, p. 190, Qom, Islamic
Propagation Office, First Edition, 1366 SH.

2 Reyshahri, Muhammad, Mizan al-Hikmah, Translated by Sheikhi, Hamidreza, Qom, Dar al-
Hadith Publications, 1377, Vol. 5, p. 404; Naraqi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad Mahdi, Mi'raj al-
Sa'adah, Hijrat Publications, Qom, 1378, p. 690;
https://www.islamquest.net/fa/archive/fa99313/tmpl/component/printme/1
www.porseman.com/article/amp/) AY Y 7 /ada-lal
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Impure gazes at non-mahrams, which can lead to immorality
and illicit relationships, are forbidden in Islam and described as

a poisoned arrow from Satan.!

2. Angry looks to believers:
According to narrations, appreciating a believer ranks alongside
respecting the Prophet (peace be upon him), the Quran, and the
Kaaba. As a result, gazing at a believer with respect is praised,

whereas staring at them angrily is considered a sin.>

3. Envious stares at others' possessions and money:
Wealth production and asset accumulation are acceptable in
Islam as long as religious rules are followed. Having riches is
not frowned upon; worldliness, favoring this world over the
next, and envying others' things are inappropriate.’> Islam
suggests that we compare our situation to that of people with

fewer resources than us rather than those with more money. In

! Bargi, Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, Al-Mahasin, Researcher, Editor:
Mubhaddith, Jalal al-Din, Vol. 1, p. 109, Qom, Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, Second Edition, 1371
AH.
2 Tamimi Amadi, Abd al-Wahid ibn Muhammad, Tasnif Ghurar al-Hikam wa Durar al-Kalim,
Researcher, Editor: Dirayati, Mustafa, p. 190, Qom, Islamic Propagation Office, First Edition,
1366 SH.
3 Barqi, Abu Ja'far Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, Al-Mahasin, Researcher, Editor:
Mubhaddith, Jalal al-Din, Vol. 1, p. 109, Qom, Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, Second Edition, 1371
AH.
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this regard, it is not appropriate to covet the wealth of those who
have obtained it properly nor to lament the resources in the

possession of Qarun (Korah) and others like Qarun.

. Reading misleading books:

For example, literature on sorcery and witchcraft: Practicing
sorcery, teaching it, and profiting from it are all regarded as
significant crimes in Islam. According to some Hadiths, it is
synonymous with incredulity.!

Books about deviant religions and theories: Reading books
about other religions and incorrect theories is permissible for
those who can distinguish between truth and falsehood or for
scholars who are well-versed in Islamic texts, have firm beliefs,
and want to identify the deviations in misguided books to save
people from error. Otherwise, it is unacceptable if a person lacks
appropriate knowledge, is not a researcher, and may lose
confidence after facing a few doubts or if there is a risk of
departure in belief.? Lustful books: Reading certain books and
stories, especially at the start of adolescence and puberty, might
provide the groundwork for sin, removing oneself from Allah’s

memory and heedlessness. It is, therefore, vital to avoid them.

! Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (Peace be upon Them), Vol.1,p.582.
2 IslamQuest.net website — Ruling on misguiding books; Makarem Shirazi, Naser, Sobhani,
Ja’far, Answers to Religious Questions, p. 311, Qom, Nasl-e Javan, Third Edition, 1388 SH.
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Viewing sexual scenes in videos and films can also lead to sin;

therefore, avoid them.

5. Investigating other people’s privacy:

According to Islamic law, everyone has a private realm that
others should not encroach on. As a result, reading other
people’s life secrets is strictly prohibited. Similarly, this
category includes looking at other people’s personal information
without their consent and monitoring a spouse’s or others’
mobile phones without permission. Another sometimes
neglected fact is that, according to jurist fatwas, “looking inside

others’ houses is forbidden.”!

6. Showing contempt for others According to Islam, no one has the
right to look down on others because they may be more

honorable in Allah’s eyes.

3-3. Piety of the ear

There are several sins related to the ear that must be avoided.?

' Majma’ al-Masa’il, Vol. 1, p. 534, Issue 18; Ahkam-e Ravabet-e Zan va Mard, p. 155.
2 Summarized and adapted from:
https://nidamat.com/category/types/external/actual/listen-sins/
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It is related by Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him):
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“It is obligatory for the ear to avoid listening to what Allah has
forbidden, to turn away from what Allah, the Mighty, and Majestic, has
prohibited and is not permissible to hear, and not to listen to what

displeases and angers Allah, the Mighty, and Majestic.”

It is also recounted by Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be with him):
2«91.:;:.315 sl JCALMJ\»
“Backbite listeners are similar to those who backbite”

According to another hadith by Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon

him):

http://www.asrislam.com/fa/news/22322/xialS- i K- al
Naraqi, Ahmad ibn Muhammad Mahdi, Mi’raj al-Sa’adah, Hijrat Publications, Qom, 1378, p.
690.

! Mizan al-Hikmah, Vol. 5, p. 405.
2 Ghurar al-Hikam: 1171.
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“Thus, the ear has been tasked with not listening to acts of
disobedience. Allah, the Mighty, and Majestic have said: “Certainly
He has sent down to you in the Book that when you hear Allah’s signs
being disbelieved and derided, do not sit with them until they engage

in some other discourse, or else you [too] will be like them. Indeed,

Allah will gather the hypocrites and the faithless in hell all together.”

(As a result, reading, viewing, or listening to anti-religious content,
whether on social media or satellite channels mocking sacred subjects,

is not permissible, except for individuals trying to reply to doubts.)

Other sins of the ear include listening to backbiting, slander, ridicule,

banned music, and listening to the voice of a non-mahram for pleasure.
Other sins of the ear include:
- Listening to backbiting

- Listening to slander

! An-Nisa: 140.
2 Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqih: 2/626/3215.
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- Listening to mockery

- Listening to forbidden music

- Listening to the voice of a non-mahram with the intention of pleasure
- Eavesdropping and similar acts

(It should be emphasized that sins of body parts vary depending on the
circumstances. For example, addressing someone else’s misbehavior
before a judge to assert one’s rights or defend oneself does not

constitute backbiting.

3-4. Piety of Tongue
The late Fayd Kashani in “Al-Mahajjat al-Bayda™ and Ghazali in
“Thya Ulum al-Din”? have examined the sins of the tongue in depth.

Here are a few of them, along with examples:

! Al-Mahajjat al-Bayda fi Tahdhib al-Thya, Mulla Mohsen Fayd Kashani, Researcher/Editor:
Ghaffari, Ali Akbar, Islamic Publications Institute of the Society of Seminary Teachers, Qom,
Fourth Edition, 1417 AH, Vol. 5, p. 199, “The first affliction: speaking about what does not
concern you...”

2 Ihya Ulum al-Din, Abu Hamid Ghazali, Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi, Beirut, n.d., Vol. 8, p. 205,
“Know that your best state is to guard your words...”
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l.

9.

Talking about things that are not related to a person (and have
no material or spiritual bearing on their fate), idle chatter, and

excessive talking.

. Discussing sinful topics, such as describing drinking and

gambling sessions (and other sinful groups), as well as corrupt

women.

. Arguments and conversations intended to humiliate others and

demonstrate one’s superiority.

. Using offensive words and profanity.
. Cursing someone who does not deserve it.

. Reciting poetry with fake(false) substance or singing songs with

frivolous tunes(ghina).

. Offensive jokes.

Making fun of people.

Telling others’ secrets.

10.Making false promises.

11.Lying and distributing false information.

12.Backbiting.
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13.Tale-bearing (passing on words between persons to cause

conflict).
14.Hypocrisy in discourse.
15.Praising those who do not deserve it.

16.Speaking without thinking or consideration that is frequently

accompanied by inaccuracies and misinformation.
17.Slandering.
18.Providing false testimony.
19.Self-praise.
20.Spreading unsubstantiated rumors, lies, and obscenity.

21.Harsh speech and rudeness in words (Especially, when speaking
angrily to parents, instructors, or mentors) and using derogatory
nicknames to refer to others.

22.Inflicting harm on people with words, often known as “stinging
with the tongue.”

23.Reproaching someone who does not deserve it.

24 Verbal ingratitude and ungratefulness.

25.Spreading lies, inciting wickedness, demanding evil, and

forbidding good behavior.

There 1s more... .
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3-5 Stomach Piety

This part will examine stomach piety from different perspectives'.

3-5-1 Attention to the Legality or Illegality of Food (Halal/Haram)
In the tradition of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him and his
family), we see that he would accept something from someone with

caution and only consume it once he was confident of its legality.

The story of "Umm Abdullah," the sister of "Shaddad ibn Aws," clearly
portrays the preceding plot. According to history, Umm Abdullah sent
a milk container for the Prophet's (peace be with him and his family)
fast-breaking after a long and hot day. The Prophet returned the
container to her and said, "Where did you obtain this milk from?' Umm
Abdullah said, "From my sheep." He then questioned, "Where did you
obtain this sheep from?' Umm Abdullah stated: "I bought it with my
own money." Then he drank some milk. The next day, Umm Abdullah
approached the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) and said,
"O Prophet of God!" Due to the heat and length of the day, I gave you

! Derived from:

- Haram food - Wiki Figh

- Academic Questions (https://www.porseman.com/article/amp/-Ole - 5-aS-C sg
(\VA~{57/L5‘)}';‘):}
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a milk container; nevertheless, you returned it with the messenger. The

Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) responded:

G U1 0 UB 056 U0 ol T ) oWl Ui 1. “For this reason, the
prophets are required to eat only what is permitted and to conduct only

good actions”.

On this basis, in his will to Imam Ali (peace be upon him), he says:

R 0 ~o0- Z -0
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“O Ali! There are twelve traits that a Muslim should acquire about
eating; four are mandatory(Farizah), four are suggested(Sunnah), and
the rest are (part of) table manners: (One of the obligations) is to be

aware of what one is consuming...”

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)

! Magrizi, Taqi al-Din, Imta' al-Asma' bima lil-Nabi min al-Ahwal wal-Amwal wal-Hafadah
wa..., vol. 2, p. 334, edited by Muhammad Abdul Hamid al-Nameesi, Beirut, Dar al-Kutub al-
[Imiyya, First Edition, 1420 AH. Also: Muhammadi Rey-Shahri, Muhammad, Hikmat Nameh
Payambar A'zam (peace be upon him and his family), vol. 13, p. 348, Dar al-Hadith, Qom, First
Edition, 1386 SH.
2 Sheikh Saduq, Muhammad ibn Ali, Al-Khisal, vol. 1, p. 486.
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“The most pious among people is the one who pauses in the face of

doubtful matters”.

It is said that: "One day, the father of the Muqaddas Ardabili was sitting
by a stream. He observed an apple floating in the water. He picked up
the apple and ate some but regretted eating it without the owner's
consent. As a result, he tracked the water's route to determine where
the apple had originated from. Finally, he arrived at an orchard with
apple trees from which water ran. He found the owner and explained
the situation to ensure his contentment. The man did not give his
consent. He offered to pay for it, but the man declined. After much
persuasion, the orchard owner finally agreed: "I will be satisfied with
you on one condition. My daughter is deaf, blind, bald, mute, and
paralyzed. If you marry her, I will consent. The father of the venerable
Ardabili, seeing no other option, accepted and consented to the
marriage. They fulfilled the marriage contract. He entered the bridal
chamber on the wedding night and saw a lovely and healthy girl. He
exited the chamber and approached the bride's father, saying, "The girl
you described to me is not this one!' He responded, "This is the same

girl; however, when I said she was blind, it meant her eyes had never

! Sheikh Sadug, Muhammad ibn Ali, Al-Khisal, vol. 1, p. 16, Jame'e Modarresin Publications,
Qom, Second Edition, 1403 AH.
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seen a non-mahram (unrelated male). When I stated she was bald, 1
meant that no one other than Mahram had seen her hair. I stated she
was mute, which meant she had never spoken to a strange man. And I
said she was paralyzed, which meant she had never left the house. |
had been waiting for a long time to marry this daughter to someone
like you, and when I observed your seriousness in requesting
permission to eat only one apple, I made this condition™'. Of course,

such a parent should produce a son like Mugaddas Ardabili.

In analyzing the causes of the Ashura event, Imam Hussein (peace be
upon him) addressed the people who had come to oppose him on the
day of Ashura and refused to be silent and listen to his teachings,
saying, “Woe to you! Why don’t you remain silent and listen to my
words as [ invite you to the path of guidance? Whoever obeys me will
be guided, but those who disobey will be destroyed and become

unbelievers. You do not obey me or listen to what I say.

The Imam then explains the explanation for this situation:

(((.:(4/)1’.; ‘_;.o CLJ ("J’J‘ /u“‘ V'J{:J“L: ;,.J.: V)

! Qasemi, Mohammad Ali, Lawful Sustenance, p. 176, Noor al-Zahra Publications, Qom, Second
Edition, 1388 (Persian calendar).
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“Indeed, your stomachs are loaded with the forbidden, and your hearts

99]

have been sealed (with cruelty)”'.

The unlawful morsels of Yazid’s associates drove them to martyr the
innocent Imam (peace be upon him) and his children and to captive his

family.

According to the words of religious leaders, the effects of unlawful
food include non-acceptance of prayers®, non-acceptance of deeds’,
darkness of the heart?, cursing by angels®, being deprived of Kawthar,
deprivation of the intercession of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
them)®, entering hell, recording sin instead of worship, and losing

Imam Ali’s friendship (peace be upon him).

Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him) used to say:

U e OG T ST e ST S

“Whoever consumes a believers property unlawfully is never my

friend”

! Majlisi, Mohammad Bagqir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 45, p. 8, Al-Wafa Institute, Beirut, 1404 AH.
2 Majlisi, Mohammad Bagir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 63, p. 314.

3 Ibn Fahd al-Hilli, Ahmad ibn Fahd, Awali al-La’ali, vol. 1, p. 365, Dar al-Kitab al-Islami, First
Edition, 1407 AH.

4 Majlisi, Mohammad Bagqir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 45, p. 8.

5> Tabarsi, Hassan ibn Fadl, Makarim al-Akhlaq, p. 150, Sharif Razi, Qom, Fourth Edition, 1412
AH. Also: Tabari, Imad al-Din, Bisharat al-Mustafa, p. 28, Haidariya Library Press, Najaf
Ashraf, 1383 AH
¢ Qadi Nu’man Maghribi, Nu’man ibn Muhammad, Da’aim al-Islam, vol. 2, p. 351.
7 Warram ibn Abi Firas al-Hilli, Majmu’at Warram (Tanbih al-Khawatir), ol. 1, p. 16.
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The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
N0o N 5 B e "l i S Ll > ST mg}swwtw&@um o
T 3 a5 AL S Al

“Indeed, Allah has an angel at Bayt al-Magqdis (Jerusalem) who calls
out every evening: ‘Whoever consumes anything unlawful, neither

their recommended acts nor their obligatory acts will be accepted.””

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) stated:

Ao 0 - < ¢ 7 oo~ P s 08 o

rgdsjuwwwufmwvjjmw,uwdt}wVsr\}wjt}g

Vamw abt;\ ] u\j@gj\)us’\;;d\w
“Whoever eats an unlawful morsel, their prayers will not be accepted
for forty nights, and their supplications will not be answered for forty
mornings. Any flesh that grows in their body as a result of unlawful
sustenance is more deserving of Hellfire, and every unlawful morsel

promotes flesh to expand in the body.”

In a great hadith from Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him),

he states:

! Majlisi, Mohammad Bagqir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 100, p. 16.
2 Bihar al-Anwar. Allamah Majlisi. Edited by: Sayyid Ibrahim al-Miyanji, Mohammad al-Baqir
al-Behbudi. Dar Thya al-Turath. Beirut. Third Edition. 1403 AH — 1983 CE. Vol. 63. P. 314.
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l«l}a\/j:.ﬂ b L}fé ;,.l.:é RIE ;Mﬂwj\ @ i_,«...»l?uj b /in')\»
(“On the Day of Judgement, the first thing that a servant will be held
accountable for is prayer. If the prayer is approved, the rest of the

actions will also be accepted.”)

As a result, the rejection of prayer due to illegal food is a serious issue

that must be addressed.
Unlawful eating affects not just the individual but also their progeny.

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him),
2.«2;:&:13\ & ﬂuw ¢\;.;Jl LM..S. S

“The consequences of unlawful earnings manifest in a person’s

children”.

However, suppose someone has ingested a piece of forbidden (haram)
food and is now repentant. In that case, there is a narration that says if
they repent, God will turn towards them: The Noble Prophet (peace be

upon him) said:

! Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya’qub, Al-Kafi, vol. 3, p. 268, hadith 4.
2 Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya’qub, Al-Kafi, vol. 5, p. 124, Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, Tehran,
1365 SH (Solar Hijri calendar).
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2. 2
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(“Whoever eats permissible (halal) food, an angel stands over him and
continues to seek pardon for him until he stops eating... If a morsel of
the forbidden (haram) enters the belly of a servant, all the angels in
the heavens and the earth curse him, and God does not look upon him
until that morsel remains in his belly, and whoever eats a morsel of the
forbidden has brought God's wrath upon himself; so if he repents, God
will turn to him, and if [in this state] he dies, the Fire is more worthy

of him”)

Apart from cases such as theft, usury, etc., which are clearly illegal,
some other incomes such as underselling, taking bribes in offices and
doctor's offices, and gaining money by lying are examples of
illegitimate and haram income. Some deals based on a set profit must
be investigated to verify that they are not usurious and that the revenue

is legitimate.

! Same source.
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3-5-2- Refraining from excess, even in permitted (halal) morsels.

The Quran mentions:

L el Loy YL 18 3N 1 3 5 1S 5
“...and eat and drink, but do not waste; indeed, He does not like the
wasteful.”

Another verse states:

2 b el g U] 158,03 Uy esliam o'y w1515 5T 15 0 od o 10"

P

“Eat of its fruits when it fructifies, and give its due on the day of

harvest, and do not be wasteful, indeed, He does not like the wasteful.”

3-5-3- Refraining from gluttony even in lawful (halal) morsels

The Noble Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

Sk e 1506, T BT G

(“Man has not filled a vessel worse than his stomach.”)

He also said:

I Part of verse 31 of Surah al-A'raf.
2 Part of verse 141 of Surah al-An'am.
3 Tanbih al-Khawatir: 119/2.
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Leslodl ade 131 65 I8 o gad o ghall OB 1l 5 plalall o 355 il | g2l W

(“Do not kill your hearts with excessive eating and drinking, for just
as crops are destroyed by excessive water, so are hearts destroyed by

overeating.”.)

He also stated:

28 -
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“God loves three things: little speech, little sleep, and little food, and

He hates three things: excessive speech, excessive sleep, and excessive

eating.”
In a narration from Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him), it is stated:

se Al 0 0,88 b el s aka Ui 15) e 5 e alll e 1 0580 L O3

v«:\i)a.; [1tH 3] J>
“The servant's closest time to God Almighty is when his tummy is light,
and the most despised period of the servant is when his belly is

complete.”

! Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, vol. 16, p. 209.
2 Tanbih al-Khawatir: 213/2.
3 Al-Kafi: 4/269/6.
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The Hadith of the Ascension states that God said to the Noble Prophet

(peace be upon him):

ATl DS 1106 [T L VB 19wl O eds bl o e s
. I(JJO.-Lw

“O Ahmad! Do you know at what time my servant seeks closeness to

me? He responded, "No, O Lord!" He stated that it occurs when he is

hungry or in prostration.”

However, the goal of "hunger" is not excessive hunger that hinders a
person from entering the state of prayer because eating strengthens the
body to perform heavenly tasks. Regarding the tradition and practical
way of his eating, the Noble Prophet (peace be upon him) said:

Z«eé,if}b Jst th

“We eat but are not satiated.”

and also said:
rl;jaj\mwul.;fl;jaj‘mij%ww&lwwuﬁ.bgu‘aﬂw»
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!'Irshad al-Qulub, p. 199-200, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 77, p. 22.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 66, p. 424.
3 Al-Firdaws, vol. 3, p. 536, h. 5672 from Ibn Abbas.
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“Whoever wishes to be delivered from Satan, let him reduce the flesh
and fat of his body through abstinence, for through abstinence, he will
attain the presence of the angels and abundant reflection on what is

with God.”

Lokl (e fu P ’ii:/&;f\ V5\11a %\’;:J\ S fl;LJ\ ALz, W Ulftg...»
“Struggle against yourself with little food and drink so that the angels
might spread their wings over you and Satan will flee.”

In Gulistan, narrative 22, Sa'di writes, "They recount of a worshipper
who one night ate ten maunds of food and performed recitations until
daybreak. A wise man overheard this and replied, "If you had eaten

half a loaf and slept, it would have been far better than this.

Keep your interior free of food so that you can glimpse the light of

wisdom;
you lack insight because you are full of food."

Imam Kazim (peace be upon him) declared that:
.2«;..)5\:);7 ARt (,;LH = \;J;aj L,,:LJI ol 35»

“if individuals ate moderately, their bodies would be healthy.”

! Tanbih al-Khawatir, vol. 2, p. 122.
2 Wasa'il al-Shi'a, vol. 16, p. 406.
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Overeating and sleeping too much are detrimental to self-development
and servitude. One who has a craving for food and sleep and enjoys
excessive pleasure from them beyond the balance and necessity of the

body misses out on the potential for obedience and worship.

Excessive eating produces tiredness and lethargy in the body,
depriving a person of the power and energy necessary for worship. The

Messenger of God (peace be upon him) said:
el ity Sl ¢ s @il 8

“Whenever you have the urge for food, eat; when you still have the

want and appetite to eat, cease eating.”

This narration means that hunger benefits the believer, but not in
excess. Rather, in a balanced manner, because severe hunger weakens
the physiological energies and corrupts the soul's vehicle, the body.
Imam Ali (peace be upon him) stated to Imam Hasan (peace be upon

him):

! Bihar al-Anwar: 290/62.
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“O my son, shall I not teach you four characteristics that will make
you independent of medicine? He said: Yes, O Commander of the
Faithful. He said: Do not sit down to eat unless you are hungry, and
do not get up from eating unless you desire it, chew well, and when
you sleep, go to the toilet, and if you do this, you will be independent

of medicine.”

At the same time, the Quran criticizes individuals who declare some

foods illegal(Haram) for themselves, saying:
72 G5 e DLl eslad T AU R e

“Say, ‘Who has forbidden the adornment of Allah which He has
brought forth for His servants, and the good things of [His]

provision?”

Abstaining from God's bounties, like gluttony, is not appropriate for

spiritual individuals. As previously stated,

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 70, p. 187.
2 Part of verse 32 of Surah al-A'raf.
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o L Y L L L
“eat and drink, but do not waste.”

In summation, we can state:

1. The Hadiths and narrations underscore the need to eat and drink to

maintain one's physical health.

2. However, the reason for eating and drinking must be correct, and
our goal should be divine, such as sustaining the body as a divine trust

and acquiring strength to do acts of worship.

3. The morsel should be permissible (halal) and, as much as feasible,

free of dispute.
4. Extravagance should be avoided, even in authorized (halal) foods.
5. Overeating and excess in drinking should be avoided.

6. One should not go to food until they are hungry, and when they are
not satisfied, (for example, a few morsels until satiety), they should

withdraw their hand from the meal.

7. Fasting during the blessed month of Ramadan and other

recommended fasts can benefit self-development and stomach piety.

I Part of verse 31 of Surah al-A'raf.
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Until now, by recognizing sins connected to limbs and organs, we have
discussed certain cases of the piety of the eye, ear, tongue, and
stomach, and we have left the recognition of sins of other limbs and

organs to you.

Of course, in addition to sins of the limbs and organs, some sins stem
from our beliefs or inner emotions, such as despair of God's mercy or,
conversely, a lack of fear of God, both of which are sins. Other forms
of polytheism, such as covert polytheism, should be considered and

avoided.

Each of these examples demands a thorough analysis and a unique
discussion. The book "The Major Sins" by Ayatollah Dastghayb is also
instructive. However, another essential topic that should be addressed
in self-calculation is the different rights that we have to observe. If we
do not know the rights that we are responsible for observing, we cannot

understand whether we have neglected them or not.

3-6 Understanding the Various Rights for Accounting of Deeds
One of the most important things in the calculation is the calculation
of the rights that we must comply with. These rights are split into three
categories: God's right (Haqq Allah), people's right (Haqq al-Nas), and
self-right (Haqq al-Nafs).
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Some consider the rights of Allah to include things such as worship.
Our inadequacies in prayer, fasting, and other areas must be paid for,
both by repentance and accounting and making amends. However, any
sin, including those that violate people's rights, is regarded as a right

of God too, because every sin is a disobedience of God's order.

However, people's rights are an extremely vital matter that God does

not overlook.

The right to the self, comprises the rights of the individual as well as

the rights of their limbs and organs.

3-6-1 The Treatise on Rights("' Risalat al-Huquq'') of Imam Sajjad

(peace be upon him)

Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) enumerates the different rights that
are obligatory upon us in the Treatise on Rights, which is a letter he
addressed to one of his companions and can serve as a guiding
principle for us as well as a foundation for calculation for our actions.
The following are some rights described in this treatise that are still in
effect today. Of course, the English sections discussed here are related

to the treatise on rights in the book Khisal', summarized below?.

! Al-Khisal, Shaykh Sadug, p. 564
2 There is a slight difference in the Arabic and English text of the Hadith, which refers to the
different versions of the Hadith in different books.
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The first and most crucial point that the Imam makes is:

e e -
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"Know that from the Mighty and Glorious God, there are rights
incumbent upon you that encompass you in every movement and
stillness, in every state and position, in every limb you move, and in

every tool you employ."

(Explanation: The Imam underlines that the rights are not restricted to
the issues described later and that you have an obligatory right in every
movement and stillness, every place you go, every limb you move, and

every tool you use.

The preface states that:
((ul.;:»ﬁ‘ L_‘Si;‘.'; j} J\}U‘ Jlﬁ )354 i.;.)l;;ﬂ 15}2.;3‘ ‘;j )]

It shows customary rights apply to all states and situations, not only
the ones named. The topic is quite specific and delicate, and it is worth
noting that Imam mentions "an obligatory right," so pay close

attention.)

e The Right of God:
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"The greatest right of God upon you is that you worship Him and do
not ascribe any partner to Him." When you do so honestly, God makes

it His responsibility to provide for you in this world and the next."

(Explanation: The phrase "sincerely" is crucial in this context.
Sometimes, people perform things for the delight and pleasure of their
supervisor, manager, etc., or for showing off, which is classified as
concealed polytheism. As a result, a person needs to exercise extreme
caution to prevent disguised polytheism entirely. The examples of
concealed polytheism are pretty exact and detailed, and it is beneficial

for a person to study them.

e The Right of Yourself and Your Limbs:
Sl e AE ol T 5T e Al de ey QS Bl e S T G
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“The right of yourself upon you is that you employ your existence in

the way of obedience to the Mighty and Glorious God.

The Right of the Tongue: The right of your tongue is to keep its
holiness, not to curse, to habituate it with goodness and refrain from
excessive and meaningless speech, and to be kind to others and speak

well of them. Failure to do so may lead to the misuse of this precious

gift from God.

The Right of the Ear: You can keep your ear pure and sacred by not

listening to backbiting or anything unacceptable.

The Right of the Eye: The right of the eye is to veil it from what is
forbidden for you and to look at it with admonishment.

The Right of the Hand: The right of your hand is to not extend it

towards things that do not concern you.

The Right of the Foot: The right of your foot is to not take it to a place
that is not lawful for you, for it is with this foot that you will stand on
the Straight Path and ensure that you do not slip and fall into the Fire.
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The Right of the Stomach: Your stomach has the right not to be used
as a receptacle for illegal goods, and you should not eat more than

you need.

The Right of the Genital Organs: The right of your genital organ is to

be protected from fornication and protect it from being seen.”

* Rights of Action:

* The Right to Pray:

//////
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“The right to pray is to know that you are standing before the Mighty
and Glorious God and are in God's presence while praying. When you
understand this, you can pray as a lowly, insignificant, eager, worried,
optimistic, scared, penniless, and weeping servant who deeply reveres
the God before whom he has positioned himself. Accept it with your

heart and establish it with its limits and rights”.
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(Explanation: Pay attention to how the imam expresses the state of a
believer in prayer in front of God. Consider how a needy person begs
and promotes his poverty so that others' hearts will be merciful to him,
especially if the destitute shows his poverty with tears, generating far
more compassion and attention. Now, if a person knows that he is
dead, God breathes life into him and that he is a pauper whose entire
being, from body and limbs to strength, power, and intellect, has all
been given to him by God, and that he has been placed in his hands
only as a trust for a short period, in that case, he has nothing of his
own. In reality, the individual is a poor, dead person with nothing in
the presence of the Living God, to whom everything belongs.
However, consider how much attention he will receive if he calls on
God in tears! In the Mosque of Kufa, the Commander of the Faithful

(peace be upon him) prayed:
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“My lord, my lord, you are the strong one and I am the weak one, and
who can have mercy on the weak except the strong? My lord, my lord,
you are the rich and I am the poor, and who can have mercy on the
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poor except the rich? My lord, my lord, you are the giver and I am the
beggar. Who can have mercy on the beggar except the giver? My lord,
oh my lord, you are the alive

and I am the dead, and who can have mercy on the dead except

alive?”)

* The Right of Pilgrimage (Hajj):
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“The right of pilgrimage is that you understand that pilgrimage is
entering into the presence of the Lord and fleeing from the grip of sins

toward Him. That pilgrimage is the acceptance of your repentance and

the fulfillment of the obligation that God has imposed on you.

* The Right of Fast:
bl 5 S el S 5 SOU e WG Tl uri.u o r}iajl f

/////

“The right of fast is that you understand it is a veil God has placed
before your tongue, ear, eye, stomach, and intimate parts to guard you
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from the Fire. So, whenever you leave the fast, you have actually torn

the veil that God has covered over you”.

(Explanation: Because you know that the real fasting person is the one
whose eyes, tongue and other parts are also fasting and do not commit

sins, therefore, leaving fasting becomes the basis for committing sins.)

* The Right to Charity:
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“The right of charity is to know that it is your treasure and store with
your Lord and that you can rely on it without a witness. When you
understand this, you will feel more confident in the charity you give
secretly than the charity you give openly. You know that it wards off

calamities and illnesses from you in this world and wards off the Fire

from you in the Hereafter...”

* The Right of Sacrifice:
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“The right of sacrifice is that you intend it solely for God, not His
servants, and have no other aim but to position yourselfin God's mercy

and salvation on the Day of Meeting Him”.

(Explanation: You should not choose a more giant sheep based on
popular opinion or because you want to flaunt your wealth and position

in front of others.)

* The Right of the Political Ruler:
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“The ruler's right is that you understand that you are a means of trial
for him and that he is tested in you because of the authority that God
Almighty has given him over you, and that you must not expose

yourself to his wrath, so that you throw yourself into destruction and

become a partner with him in the evil that comes to you....”
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(Explanation: Of course, there is no mention here of whether the ruler
is just or cruel, but some have put this word together with other hadiths
that show non-cooperation with cruel rulers and then interpreted it. In
fact, It should be known that in situations like Imam Hussain (a.s.) one
should fight with a tyrant ruler and in situations like Imam Hassan
(a.s.) one should make peace, but piety towards the rulers in order to
preserve the religion is one of the things that has been emphasized in
Islam. In fact, the imam himself, who 1s innocent, knows best when to
make peace and when to rise. On the other hand, it is important to pay
attention to the right of citizenship (which is mentioned in the
continuation of the law treatise) along with paying attention to the right
of the ruler, and this shows that these behaviors have been seen in two

ways.)

e “The Right of Scientific leader(Teacher):”
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“The right of your academic director and teacher is to respect him and
to respect his class session and to listen to him and pay attention to
him, and not to raise your voice in front of him, and do not answer the
question of any of those who have a question for him, until he answers
himself. And don't talk to anyone in his class session and don't backbite
of anyone in front of him, and that whenever they talk bad about him
in front of you, you defend him and cover his shortcomings and reveal
his excellences; Do not sit with his enemy and do not be enmity with
his friend. If you act like this, the angels of God will testify that you
have intended your Lord and you have taught your students for the
sake of God and not for the sake of people.”

e The Right of Political Subordinates (Citizens):
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“The right of your political subordinates is to know that because they
are weak and you have power, they have become your subordinates,
so you must treat them with justice and be compassionate and kind to
them like a father and forgive them for their ignorance and do not
punish them too soon, and thank God for the ability He has given you

in matters related to them”
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(Explanation: In fact, it is important to pay attention to this point in
addition to the right of the ruler, because while the imam says to the
citizen that "you should not expose yourself to his anger", he also says
to the ruler that you should treat them fairly and be kind to them like a
caring and kind father and...")

e The Right of Scientific subordinate (student):
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“The right of a scholarly subordinate (student) is to know that the
knowledge that God has given you and the treasure of wisdom that He
has entrusted to you is for serving them. If you do the work assigned
to you correctly and behave like a kind treasurer who protects the good
of the master among his subordinates and is patient and sincere and
when he sees someone in need, he gives them from the property in his
hand, you will find a way and be a servant and a believer, otherwise
you are a traitor to God and a tyrant to mankind, and you deserve that

God will withdraw His knowledge from you and treat you harshly.”
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(Explanation: In fact, it shows that the teacher should be a kind
treasurer who will deliver the knowledge entrusted to him by God to

those who need it.)

e The Right of Wife:
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“...As for the wife’s right, it is that you know that Allah, the Almighty,
the Majestic, has made her a comfort and a companion for you. You
should know that this is a blessing from Allah upon you, so you should
honor her and be kind to her. If your right over her is more obligatory,
then she has a right over you that you should have mercy on her
because she is your prisoner, and that you should feed her and clothe

her and if she does something out of ignorance, forgive her.”

(Explanation: In fact, points like focusing on the blessing of having a
spouse as a source of tranquility and intimacy, honoring the spouse,
being forbearing with the spouse, being kind to the spouse, and
compassionate behavior and forgiveness are the points that the Imam
has advised here, especially to men, in the relationship between man
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and woman, because this letter is addressed to one of his male
companions. And the Imam has also paid attention to the fact that it is
more necessary to respect the rights of a man over a woman, which
can be due to the fact that the man is obliged to provide food and
clothing for the woman, and the man must accept the hardship of her

financial burden and must endure fatigue and work stress.

However, it is essential to remember that seeing faults is mainly
related to before marriage, so that a person may make an informed
decision, and that after marriage, the spouses' role is kindness,

overlooking, and forbearance.)

* The Right of the Mother:
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“Your mother's right is that you know she carried and bore you in a
way that no one else does, and she gave you the fruit of her heart in
quantities that no one else does. She guarded and protected you with

all of her being and limbs, and she was willing to be hungry to feed
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you, thirsty to quench your thirst, nude to clothe you, in the hot sun to
shade you, and sleepless to keep you safe from heat and cold, so that
you could remain for her. You cannot thank your mother without God's

help and mercy “.

* The Right of the Father:
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“Your father's right is that you understand that he is your beginning
and base. If he were not, you would not exist. So, if you find anything
in yourself to be proud of and admire, remember that your father is the
source of this benefit. So praise and thank God equally because there

is no power and strength except through God's mercy and will.”

(Explanation: The rights of father and mother are so great that there is
a verse in the Quran that says," Glud) 340G 5" ("And be kind to

parents™)! or even not to say "uff" to them, or

' Surah Al-Isra, verse 23.
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(“It is prescribed, when death approaches any of you, if he leaves any

goods that he makes a bequest to parents and next of kin, according to

reasonable usage; this is due from the Allah-fearing.”)

* The Rights of the Child:
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“Your child's right is that you know he is from you, and with all of his
faults and virtues, he is dependent on you in this world, and as his
guardian, you are responsible for his appropriate upbringing,
directing him towards the Lord, and aiding him in the route of
obedience to God. Treat him as someone who understands that doing

excellent to the child will result in rewards while doing evil to him will

result in punishment.”

! Surah Al-Baqarah, verse 180.
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* The Right of the Brother:
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“You have the right to know that your brother is your hand and a
source of honor and strength. So do not make him a weapon for
disobedience to God and tyranny of humanity. Do not hesitate to assist
him in his fight against his foes, and wish him success. This is
conditional on his obedience to the Lord; otherwise, the Exalted God
should be more honorable to you than he, for there is no power except

through God's mercy. “

* The Right of the Benefactor:

//////

74




R THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

“As for the right of the one who did well to you, it is that you thank him
and remind him of his goodness, gain a good reputation for him, and
pray genuinely for him between yourself and God, for in doing so, you
have thanked him openly and in secret. So, whenever you can repay

his kindness, do so.”

(Explanation: If someone brings us a gift or food, or helps us in areas
like housework, childcare, business prosperity, education, marriage,
etc., they are all examples of this right, and here we see that not only
compensation has come, but we also have two other duties: one is to
speak of his good deed in public, so that it may lead to his honor, glory,
and good reputation, which also encourages others to do good deeds,
and the other is to have sincere prayers for the person in private

between ourselves and God.)

e The Right of the Benefactor:
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“The right of the caller to call to prayer(muezzin) is to know that he

reminds you of your Lord and calls you to benefit and help you in

fulfilling the divine duty that has been assigned to you.”
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(Explanation: This is where we have to ask ourselves, have we ever
thanked the call to prayer of the mosque? Did we get him a gift? Did

we pray for him?)

* The Imam(Imam Jamaat)’s Right:
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“As for the right of your imam in your prayer, because you know he
has taken on the mantle of representation between you and your Lord,

and he speaks on your behalf while you do not speak on his behalf; he
prays for you while you do not pray for him. He bears the horror of
standing before the Mighty and Majestic God. If there is a flaw in this
task, he is responsible, not you, and if the work is accomplished totally
and flawlessly, you will be a partner with him, and despite all of this,

he has no superiority over you. He protects your soul with his soul and
your prayer with his prayer, so be grateful to him for the actions he

takes “.
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(Explanation: Some of the brothers do not even greet and salute the
Imam; some may say to him after the prayer, we request your prayers
(sledl uladll), but how many of them pray for the Imam themselves?
How many of them say thanks? Some Imams travel considerable
distances between cities and villages to lead prayers. An invitation to
tea, a meal at home, or even a verbal courtesy can sometimes be

enough to express gratitude and appreciation.)

* The Right of the Companion:

/////
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“Your companion has the right to be treated kindly and equitably using
words, and do not get up from your seat without his permission, but
the person next to you can. Forget your companion's flaws, recall his
excellent characteristics, and do not tell him anything except goodness

and kindness.”.

(Explanation: Some people want to show off their knowledge by using

foreign words or words that the other party does not understand, but
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the speech should be fair as well as within the person's level of

understanding and knowledge.

Moreover, Imam indicated that: "Do not convey anything but
goodness and kindness to his ears". Some people, as soon as they sit
down, talk about despair and lament, and constantly moan and speak
stressful words, instilling a negative feeling; however, the Imam says

that | = U] ‘el U “ (“except for goodness and kindness™) means that

if there is any unpleasant speech, it should be said with the intention
of doing good to him, not just to cause despair and negative feelings.
On the other side, one of our usual companions is our spouse. So, let
us pay attention to these in the event of a spouse. May God Almighty

grant us the grace to mend our behavior and speech.)

 The Right of the Neighbor:
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“Your neighbor's right is to be protected and supported in his absence,

honored in his presence, and assisted if he is oppressed, and do not

find fault with him. So, once you learn of any wrongdoing from him,
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keep it hidden, and if you feel your admonition will be received,
admonish him in topics concerning yourself and him. Do not abandon
him in times of adversity; instead, forgive his faults and crimes and
associate with him kindly, for there is no power except through God's

grace.”

(Explanation: Respecting neighbors' rights is difficult, especially in
today's metropolitan apartment complexes, which can lead to further
disagreements and tension. On the other hand, neighbors may not even
know each other, let alone aid one another in difficult circumstances.
Unfortunately, the collapse of social relationships has kept us from
reaping many benefits, energy, and synergies of group engagement
and neighborly assistance. We need to reestablish relationships with
our neighbors. The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) states about

neighbors:
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"He 1s not a believer who sleeps with a full stomach while his neighbor
remains hungry".

In another hadith, the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) says:

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 74, p. 15.
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"Gabriel kept recommending me about the neighbor to the point that I
thought the neighbor would inherit from the neighbor."

The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) described the neighborhood as
40 dwellings in all directions. O God, we seek sanctuary with You!
We can only fulfill these rights entirely with Your assistance.)

e The property right:
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“The right of your property is that you should not acquire it except in
lawful ways(Halal) and not spend it except in lawful cases(Halal). Do
not prioritize those who are not thankful to you. Act by your Lord's
instructions regarding your riches, and do not be miserly with it,
despite the breadth and openness in life, you will experience longing

and regret; there 1s no strength except through God's favor. *

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 74, p. 151
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e The right of Creditor:
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“The right of your creditor is that you repay them if you have the
resources. If you do not have the means, you should please them with

pleasant words and politely deny their request.”

e The Right of Companion:
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(Explanation: "Companion" is a translation of "Al-Khaleet," which can
imply associate, friend, spouse, neighbor, or any group that shares a
common interest, such as colleagues. Given this broad interpretation,

we can evaluate their rights in this context).

“The right of your companion is that you should not deceive, trick, or
defraud them, and in their matters, you should consider the will of

God, the Blessed and Exalted (And fear God, the Blessed and Exalted,

in His command) “.
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e The Right of Claimant Against You:
;J 5 Sd e eaals 8 B e oW G 0B Bl e el r...@J 1 (I SO
a3 R T L ) ) G s L B By S ) s
«...fUL; ljl o)_; Y oJ:T ) &)
“The right of a party with a claimant against you is that if what they
are claiming against you is accurate, you must be a witness for them
and not wrong them. Fulfill their right entirely. However, if their claim
is false, deal with them gently and pursue only the path of kindness and

forbearance. Do not offend your Lord, for there is no power except

through God's will ““.

e The right of a Person against whom you have a claim:
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“The right of a party you have a claim against is that if your claim is

valid, speak to them politely and do not deny them their rights. If your

claim is false, fear God, then repent, and end the dispute.”
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e The Right of the Advice Seeker:
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“The right of the advice seeker is that If you have an opinion about
their situation, share it with them. If not, direct them to someone who

does.

e The Right of the Advisor:
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“The Right of the one who gives you advice is that you should not

accuse them of holding an opinion that is incompatible with your own.

If you agree with them, praise God Almighty. «

e The Right of the Counsel Seeker:
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“The right of the counsel seeker is that you provide honest benevolence

and counsel. Your approach should be caring and gentle.”

e The Right of the Counsel Provider:
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“The right of the counsel provider is that you be humble in front of
them and listen to their words with all of your heart. Praise God if they
tell the truth. If it does not agree with the truth, show them mercy and
avoid accusing them. Recognize that they made a mistake and do not
hold it against them unless they warrant suspicion; in this case, you

should never heed whatever they say. There is no strength without

God's will. «

(Explanation: Imam's argument about not blaming or accusing the
counsel provider is highly significant. Unfortunately, when a counsel
provider's comments do not match the truth, people assume that the
person was not well-intentioned, tried to sow division amongst us, or
intended to prevent us from reaching our goal. Some people may
instantly criticize and accuse the individual, mainly if the counsel

provider is from their spouse's family and has made a mistake.)

e The Right of the Elder:
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“The right of the elder is to respect them for their age, to honor them
for embracing Islam before you, not to oppose them in arguments, not
to precede them on a path, to not act ignorantly toward them, to
tolerate it should they treat you with ignorance, and honor them for

their precedence in Islam while maintaining their dignity.

(Explanation: This elder could be our parents, grandparents, aunts,
uncles, older siblings, friends and colleagues at work, or any elder we

come across throughout the day.)

e The Right of the Younger:
oA B S A NG B RN RN el S, e

“The right of the younger is for you to be sympathetic when teaching
them, to forgive them, to conceal their mistakes, to be patient with

them, and to assist them.”

(Explanation: This younger individual could be our child, younger
siblings, relatives' children, our students, or anyone younger than us.)
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e The Right of the Beggar:

PR
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“The right of one who asks for something is that you give it to them

according to their needs”.

e The Right of One from Whom You Ask Something:
oo 30 o Ol Ty alaky 8305 Kt i 36 LT o) U8

“The right of one you are asking something from is that if they give,
you take it with thanks and appreciation, and if they do not, you accept

their excuse .

e The Right of One Who Pleases You:

2 %sG
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“The right of someone who pleased you for the sake of God is that you
should first praise God before thanking the person who pleased you™.
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e The Right of One Who Wrongs You:
PRC A RS RS A B R P ROt AW ye S e
(eor Jmes p0 ﬁ,ip le 40 aadb 0 a8l I I

“The right of someone who has wronged you is to forgive them, yet, if
you know that forgiveness would bring you harm, take your revenge.

God Almighty has stated,
«&}m.c u’“ r.@.i; e &J‘UJ‘L; M.lja ,\,.. f&;‘ J«-b»

" As for those who retaliate after being wronged, there is no ground

for action against them."".
According to another source’:

"And the right of one who has wronged you by mistake is that if they
did it intentionally, it is better to forgive them so that resentment may
be uprooted, and by doing so, you treat them with kindness and proper
etiquette. God has said: "Indeed, one who has been wronged and seeks
retribution is not blameworthy, as this is among steadfast and just
acts." And the Almighty also says, "If you retaliate, then let it be equal
to what you suffered. But if you are patient and forgive, that is better

for the patient.”" This applies to intentional harm. If their wrongdoing

! Surah Ash-Shura, Verse 41.
2 Risalat al-Huquq - WikiShia
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was unintentional, do not retaliate with intent to harm, for that would
be a deliberate act of harm in response to an unintentional mistake.
Rather, treat them with gentleness and patience to the best of your

ability. And there is no strength except by the grace of God.”

e The Right of Fellow Believers:

st T e T T 500 A S T R
S R L U B L Ll LS el R
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“The right of fellow believers is to wish them well, be compassionate,
be patient with their wrongdoers, be friendly with them, wish them
well, respect their good ones, and not harm them. You should like for
them what you like for yourself and dislike for them what you dislike
for yourself. Treat their seniors like fathers, their youth as brothers,

their old women as mothers, and their children as your own *.

e The Right of the People of the Covenant (Non-Muslim Citizens):

ot o 3 e o) 5 Gl U5 T T 50 S0 1 G i B T
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“The right of those living under the protection of an Islamic state is
you accept what God has accepted from them. Y ou should not oppress

them as long as they keep their agreement with God Almighty.”

So far, we have discussed points from the Risalat al-Huquq that are
still relevant in our time'. However, we shall now mention certain
hadiths concerning people's rights and other rights for which we are

responsible.

3-6-2- Additional Points on Rights of the People (Haqq al-Nas)
We will discuss some hadiths on this topic because of the importance
of people’s rights. We have a very interesting and exact hadith from

Imam Musa al-Kazim (peace be upon him):
.((43;.5-1 JA‘U j) :L:J f{Y 1;.:‘2...3‘ ;li.:.ls 4.;&5’}} :_)i Lg.::-i :};— ;A;-)‘\‘ B l}l))
"One of the most essential rights of your brother in faith is that you do

not hide from them anything that would benefit them in this world and

the afterlife."

! The Treatise on Rights is more completely stated in some narrations, and these rights are fifty,
while some have counted them as fifty-one (Risalat al-Huquq - WikiShia).
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Unfortunately, some people ignore this point and don’t share their
positive experiences in life or on the route to professional success,
academic achievement, or even vital teachings in pursuing the correct
path and attaining evolution and spirituality with others. This prevents
them from using these matters to accelerate their success or obtain
spiritual and emotional peace. Such withholding is considered
equivalent to breaching the rights of others; in fact, it is one of their

most essential rights.

Some narrations discuss people’s rights as this is a critical matter. God
will hold people accountable for any injustice done to others, I would

like to draw your attention to these hadiths:

Imam Muhammad al-Baqir (peace be upon him) is quoted as:
Hoslad &S BB W11 w00 EUS gl e a3

“The first drop of a martyr’s blood atones for all his sins except for

his debts, for which the atonement is paying them off. "

Additionally, the Holy Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him) said:

(« 'I.L:@_..» ols ‘Lgsﬂ.:Jl OO V.a\j; b LIt b e Lw.x: V';;'L’ﬂ

" Wasa’il al-Shi’a, vol. 13, p. 85.
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“One of the individuals (from a certain tribe) who was martyred is
imprisoned at the gate of Paradise because of three dirhams he owed

to a certain Jew, and he is not allowed to enter!””’
Reflecting on the following hadiths can also be highly enlightening:
Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him):

oelas ?—»—i Vj} Lu”s RIRt &f &.QJ’S} !fL‘"i“ J}@.: 1}%; F %lS:-J\ }:’/La P BT;J\»

“There are three types of thieves: One who does not pay his zakat and
religious dues, one who considers (taking) a woman's Mahr for himself

as halal, and one who borrows with no intention of repaying.””

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him):
Gl e V.@JU >yl daldle s PR [P = Sahe o le 22 e
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“Whoever deceives or betrays a Muslim in a business transaction is
not one of our followers, and on the Day of Judgment, he will be
resurrected with the Jews, who are considered the most treacherous of

God'’s creation towards Muslims.

Amir al-Mu’minin, Imam Ali (peace be upon him):

! Al-Thtijaj by al-Tabarsi, vol. 1, p. 333.
2 Al-Khisal, vol. 1, p. 74.
3 Safinat al-Bihar, vol. 2, p. 318.
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@l il me 5 e 28 5 Wk O W W o
“The right of a father over his children is that they should obey him in

everything except sin and disobedience to God Almighty.””

Imam, Ja’far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him):

s, - R0 . 0 W R - Ao o
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“If someone wants his prayer to be answered, his income should be
halal and pure, and they should not bear any unpaid rights of people or

injustices against people.”

According to Amir al-Mu’minin (peace be upon him):

2
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z

“The greatest sins are unjustly consuming and transgressing upon a

Muslim’s property.””

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), said:

«4..;;3\/@)«,Lc%}jh;&in\blif‘ﬂﬁlv&u;»

! Nahj al-Balagha, Word 391.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 93, p. 321.
3 Tuhaf al-Uqul, p. 217.
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“Whoever oppresses his hired worker and does not pay his due, God
will destroy his good deeds and forbid him the fragrance of

Paradise.”’

Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him):

s
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“Whoever withholds the property of a believer that is with him, and

which the believer needs, I swear by God that he will neither taste the

food of Paradise nor drink its pure wine.

Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him):
(€ s 5 b U e o IS0 DLl Yl el 05S0 2

“The most difficult situation for God’s creation on the Day of
Judgment is when the one owed Khums raises his head and calls out:

‘My God, what happened to my Khums? "3

Amir al-Mu’minin, Imam Ali (peace be upon him):

! Thawab al-A’mal, p. 645.
2 Thawab al-A’mal, p. 545.
3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 93, p. 193.
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“The best deeds of the pious are fulfilling the rights of religious
brothers, which will bring the love of the archangels and the longing

of the heavenly houris for themselves.

Strangely, despite having the means to repay a debt, some people delay
repayment or fail to pay their employees accurately and on time. Some
people even need to properly care for or return borrowed books, dishes,
or clothes to someone or a library on time. There is a tale in this regard

that would be a pity not to mention here.”:

"Haj Mirza Ali Muhaddithzadeh, son of the late Haj Sheikh Abbas
Qomi, stated: The 13th volume of Bihar al-Anwar was entrusted to my
father. After he died, I returned it to its rightful owner through my
brother Mohsen. I had a dream about my father the following night.
He grabbed my ear and asked, "You returned the book; why did you
break its cover?' I awoke and questioned Mohsen, "The book was
intact; did you break the cover?" He explained, 'The lane was muddy,
and I fell. So the corner of the book's cover was folded.' We took the
book, had it re-bound, and returned it. After three days, a seminary

student came to our house and stated, "Last night, I had a dream about

! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 74, p. 229.
2 Source: hawzah.net - Article title: Compensating for people's rights in any way.
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Haj Sheikh Abbas." He said, "Go tell Ali you fixed the book cover; I

am at peace now." May Allah grant you a good end."

However, the scope of people's rights (Haqq al-Nas) is quite broad.
Some people, either intentionally or negligently, readily destroy public
property in schools, universities, parks and spaces, buses, and other
urban public amenities. All of these things have consequences! Even
if we double-park on the street or park in front of someone's garage,
blocking them from getting out of their car or making them wait for
us, we infringe on their rights. Even wasting others' time and arriving
late for meetings and appointments disrespect people's rights.
Backbiting and defamation, unfortunately frequent, violate the honor
and rights of others. Disturbing neighbors, making noise during others'
rest time, and turning up the music volume in homes and cars (even if
it's authorized music or religious recitations) when it interferes with
others' sleep and rest are all examples of people's rights being violated.
Underperforming at offices or factories is a violation of people's rights.
Using government property for personal purposes, such as office cars,
phones, or printers for family issues, violates others' rights. These
infractions could be committed by individuals, private corporations,

organizations, or even the government.

If we bear the unpaid rights of other people on ourselves and have not

compensated for them in this life, we may arrive on the Day of
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Judgment with a backpack full of good actions, only to abruptly lose
all of our good deeds to satisfy people's rights. Because there, when
we have nothing else, we will be obliged to give away our good deeds
to please them. People's rights encompass both economic and moral
dimensions. However, just donating to charity on someone's behalf
does not compensate for rights violations. The compensation method
is determined by whether it is financial or moral, whether the
individual or their family is accessible, and whether it produces
corruption. You can ask how to compensate for people's rights by
contacting your Marja's office. However, it should be stressed that
compensating for people's rights must be accompanied by a request for
forgiveness because a sin against God has been committed in addition

to breaching their rights.

3-6-3- The Rights of Other Creatures of Allah

The Quran states,

2.0 <o | 22 v 2
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' Surah Al-Isra, verse 44.
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“The seven heavens glorify Him, and the earth [too], and whoever is
in them. There is not a thing but celebrates His praise, but you do not

understand their glorification...”

Additionally, in verse 18 of Surah Al-Hajj, God mentions the
prostration of everything in the heavens and on earth, including the

sun, moon, stars, mountains, trees, animals, and humanity.

According to these verses, everything, even inanimate objects like
stones and mountains, plants and trees, animals, and diverse creatures
of God, have consciousness and are worshipping. As a result, hurting

any of these species without cause and proper use violates their rights.

Here we shall refer to hadiths that discuss the rights of plants and trees.
It is worth mentioning that damaging or destroying plants and animals
used by humans violates not only their rights but also people's public
rights and may be regarded as a Haqq al-Nas. For example, cutting
fruit trees without reason diminishes food resources, shaded resting

spots for people, and natural beauty, and increases air pollution.

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him),

(ke ftﬁ\ 5 L LG-”‘;" [itE };..J\ (Ols) & dk;- 9
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"Tree was created for humanity, so he is compelled to plant trees,

water trees, Take care of the trees"".

According to a hadith attributed to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon

him),

«543;,;- o ,e..:.J\ J,>;.J\ CL'; u:" 6@4/ J1 5 ade Al Lo i J):QJ oh
“the Messenger of God (peace be upon him) banned everyone from

removing or burning fruit-bearing trees®.

From a jurisprudential standpoint, the grand religious authorities
(Marjas) have seen chopping trees without justification and destroying
forests as an example of the rule "No harm and no reciprocating harm

in Islam" and have issued fatwas pronouncing it prohibited?>.
According to Anas ibn Malik, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon
him) said:
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! Al-Hayat, vol. 5, p. 347, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 3, pp. 82-83
2 Ibn Hayyun, Nu'man ibn Muhammad Maghribi, Da'aim al-Islam, vol. 1, p. 371
Shttps://makarem.ir/maaref/fa/article/index/411757/%d8%af%d8%b 1 %d8%ae%d8 %aa%da%a9
%d8%a7%d8%b1%db%8c-%d9%88-%d8%ad%d9%81%d8%bS8-
%d8%ac%d9%86%da%af%d9%84-%d8%af%d8%b1-
%d8%a7%d8%b3%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%85
4 Mustadrak al-Wasa'il wa Mustanbat al-Masa'il, Nuri, Hussein ibn Muhammad Taqi, Al al-Bayt
Institute, Qom, 1987, First Edition, vol. 13, p. 460.
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“If one of you has a sapling in hand and the Day of Judgment is
approaching, you should plant it before the Day of Judgment arrives.”

This hadith is significant because maintaining living conditions for a
tree sapling is one of its needs, and one should respect the rights of

creatures until the very end.

We have many hadiths regarding various rights for animals, including
the right to a place and shelter, the right to hygiene and cleanliness of
their living space, the right to food and water without overburdening
them, the right to reproduction (not sterilizing animals), the right to
respect and not insult animals, the right to justice and not harming
animals, among others. These are such sensitive and nuanced issues
that one wonders about individuals who can quickly kill innocent
people while talking about human rights while violating them and
painting Muslims as anti-human rights. At a time when human rights
were not yet acknowledged, Islam honored animal rights and required
that they be observed. Animal rights in Islam are a different issue that
does not belong here. Concerning the behavior of the Prophet (peace

be upon him), who is a role model for Muslims, it is said:
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A man approached the Prophet (peace be upon him) to greet him. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) replied (in plural): "And peace be upon
you." The man said, "O Messenger of God!" "I am no more one

person.” The Prophet stated, "I greeted you and your horse™.

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated:

o lgonioVon . i@ g aw el el

“An animal has six rights over its owner ... he should not insult it..”

3-7-Musharatah (setting a condition), Muraqabah (vigilance
throughout the day), Muhasabah (self-accounting), Mu'atabah,
and Mu'aqabah (determining punishment and reward)

We might think to ourselves about how an accounting of our actions
should be carried out, or if it is done and we come to understand where
our deficiencies and shortcomings lie, how can we correct them? Or,

how can we change our bad morals and behavior?

In the previous section, we covered accounting of actions and the fact
that an awaiter should be aware that one aspect of accounting of
actions involves recognizing prohibitions, sins, and violated rights. In

contrast, another involves recognizing obligatory actions and tasks that

! Al-Nawadir, vol. 1, pp. 41-42.
2 Tahdhib, vol. 6/164, chapter on horse riding and riding equipment.
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must be completed. This is because satisfying obligatory actions and
avoiding haram acts must co-occur, as should repentance for sins and
thankfulness for good actions done during self-accounting. As a result,
in accounting for actions, we should review the list of major and minor
sins to determine which ones we are guilty of and the religious
requirements and prohibitions to comprehend where we have fallen
short. Furthermore, we should evaluate the many rights that we owe to
others and devise strategies to compensate for them. Then, we should
put these facts in a notebook and, in a way, attend to our accounting,

as the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said,

oooooo

"Hold yourselves accountable before you are held accountable..."'. To
improve day by day, some scholars propose that we complete four
duties daily: Musharatah, Muraqgabah, Muhasabah, and Mu'atabah or
Mu'agabah. This means that we promise ourselves at the start of the
day to forsake undesired acts and bad morals (Musharatah), and we
stay watchful throughout the day to keep this promise (Muragabah).
Then, after the day, before bedtime, we assess how well we adhered to
self-purification and the criteria we established in the morning and
monitored during the day. Next, we admonish ourselves for our

disobedience, deny ourselves of something we enjoy for a short period,

!'Self-Accounting, Volume 1, Page 13.
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or impose a punishment on ourselves (for example, reading a page of
the Quran or reciting a Ziyarat Ashura as compensation). If we
successfully maintain our alertness and meet our condition, we reward
ourselves (Mu'atabah and Mu'agabah). This technique progressively
helps us break harmful habits and acclimate to favorable

characteristics.

So far, we have considered the obligations, prohibitions, and various
rights that are upon us. However, not only is it essential to be cleansed
of sins, but also to adorn the soul with the beauties of ethics and to
journey through spiritual stages. This is a journey we must complete

to reach the true Beloved.
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4- The Fourth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Nafl and Night
Prayers

Allah states in Surah Al-Insan, verse 26:

" S sb WL S WG e
“and worship Him for a watch of the night and glorify Him the night
long”.

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him), the Prophet (peace be
upon him) made recommendations to Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be
upon him), instructed him to keep them, and prayed to Allah for

assistance. Among the advice was:

«J;U\ Play e
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"Upon you is the night prayer! Upon you is the night prayer!"!

It is worth noting that during Seyyed Rashti's session with Imam
Mahdi (peace be upon him), the Imam ordered three things: saying
Nafl prayers, reading Ziyarat Ashura, and Ziyarat Jami'ah. Further,
about Nafl prayers, it is stated:

i 5 ranls (QLJ A U 6505 5 pasll 5 00T U T i el e
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"Five things are signs of a believer: performing fifty-one rak'ahs of
obligatory and Nafl prayers, visiting (the shrine of Imam Hussein) on
Arba'een, wearing a ring on the right hand, prostrating on soil, and

reciting 'Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Rahim' (In the name of God, the
Most Gracious, the Most Merciful) loudly."*

It 1s also claimed that:
@y Al oy sl G Gy gl o UL Ul Gl S5

“Nafl prayers compensate for faults in compulsory prayers while

securing their acceptance.®”

! Muhaddith Nuri; Najm Thagib; Chapter Seven; Narration 70.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, Volume 82, Page 75.
3 Hurr Amili, Wasa'il al-Shi'a (Al al-Bayt Institute research), Qom, Mehr, Second Edition, 1993,
Vol. 4, p. 74.
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However, the night prayer has specific effects for which Allah has not
even mentioned the reward in the Holy Quran. This prize is a unique
and hidden treat that will astound those who say the night prayer! He
says,
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“Their sides vacate their beds to supplicate their Lord in fear and
hope, and they spend out of what We have provided them™® No one
knows what delights have been kept hidden for them [in the Hereafter]

as a reward for what they used to do”.

Imam Hassan al-Askari (peace be upon him) says:
U el U1 S0 Y AT 5 il JI Uy i O

“Reaching Allah, the Almighty, is a journey that can only be achieved
through the [steady mount of] night vigils.

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated:

! Surah As-Sajdah, Verses 16 and 17.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, Majlisi, Vol. 75, p. 380.
105

—— T ’

I



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)
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“The night prayer erases the sins of the day.”’

The Prophet (peace be upon him) is quoted as:

(el o ol Sl OV cel o Ml olls s L Lo
“Gabriel emphasized waking up early to me so much that I thought the
chosen ones and righteous of my nation would never sleep.’”

The following hadith has been narrated from Imam Sadiq (peace be

upon him) about Imam Mahdi’s companions:
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“They are great men who do not sleep at night, and like a swarm of
bees in a beehive, their whispers of prayer and supplication caress the

ear until dawn, and they keep vigil throughout the night.””

! Tafsir al-Ayashi, vol2.p162; Al-Amali by al-Tusi, p294; Shama Sahar, Seyyed Ahmad Fahri,
Darul Kitab Publications, p. 21.
2 Man La Yahduruhu al-Faqgih, vol.4p.17; Ibid, p. 19.
3 Bihar al-Anwar, Majlisi, Vol. 52, p. 308.
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5- The Fifth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Lengthy Prostrates
and Prostrates Seeking Reappearance

To locate the signs of Imam Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) companions, we might look to the signs of the Prophet's
(peace be upon him) companions. In Surah Al-Fath, verse 29, Allah

describes the traits of the Prophet's companions:
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“Muhammad, the Apostle of Allah, and those who are with him are

hard against the faithless and merciful amongst themselves. You see

them bowing and prostrating [in worship], seeking Allah’s grace, and

[His] pleasure. Their mark is [visible] on their faces, from the effect

of prostration... .”
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Prostration leads to the remission of sins. The Prophet (peace be upon
him) advised, “Lighten your backs, which are burdened with sins,

through frequent and long prostrations.”’

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him),
B gy Jib Loz Uins 5 35 &8 dl Uigey b IS (L)l Jgony JI I 5l
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“A man approached the Prophet and said, ‘Sir, my sins are many, and
my deeds are frail.”” The Prophet advised: “Prostrate often.

Prostration sheds sins just like the wind sheds leaves from trees. "

We are now hurrying to finish our prayers to attend to other concerns,
such as housework, watching television, a specific series, the news,
etc. On the Day of Judgment, the first question will be concerning
prayer. Everything for which we fail to pray on time will either vanish
with the end of our life or have less importance than prayer. Even if
protracted prostrations during prayer are complex, we can execute
them outside prayer times or at night when everyone else sleeps
without distractions. We might glorify, express appreciation, and ask

for forgiveness during these prostrations.

' Uyun Akhbar al-Ridha (peace be upon him), Ibn Babawayh, Muhammad ibn Ali,
Researcher/Editor: Lajevardi, Mehdi, Jahan Publications, Tehran, 1378 AH, First Edition, Vol. 1,
p- 296, Chapter (On what has been narrated from Imam Ali ibn Musa of miscellaneous reports).
2 Al-Amali (by al-Saduq) Vol. 1, p. 499.
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We might repeat numerous recitals and prayers while prostrating, but
one of the most excellent things to do in prostration is praying for
Imam Mahdi’s reappearance. We call this the “prostration for
hastening the reappearance” because it reminds us to garnish one of
our extended prostrations with the goal and flavor of praying for
reappearance. In this prostration, we can communicate with our Lord
however we wish. To give it the color and scent of anticipation, we
can, for example, first, glorify Allah in prostration with recitals such
as “Subhanallah,” then praise His blessings, particularly the blessing
of the guardianship of Imam Ali (peace be upon him) and the Imams
from his lineage up to Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance), and thank Allah that our Imam of the Time is alive and
present. Then, we can ask forgiveness for our sins, particularly those
that impede the reappearance, not only for ourselves but for all
believing men and women. Next, we can address Allah as “Ar-
Rahman” (The Most Merciful), repeating “Al-Rahman, Al-Rahman”
or “Ya-Rahman, Ya-Rahman” until He spreads His mercy over us. We
can plan to provide charity for the well-being and relief of Imam
Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance). If we do not have money,
we can send blessings upon the Prophet and his family for the well-
being and relief of our Imam of the Time (may Allah speed his
reappearance). (Also, any prayer that begins and finishes with

blessings for the Prophet and his family is answered.) After sending
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blessings, we might petition Allah for the reappearance and implore
Him on behalf of the fourteen infallible (peace be upon them) and Lady
Zeynab (peace be upon her) for Imam Mahdi’s return. Then, we might
repeat the prayer for relief and hastening Imam Mahdi’s reappearance
(may Allah hasten his reappearance) and conclude with a few more
blessings on the Prophet and his family before rising from prostration.
If you even contribute to bringing the reappearance (of Imam Mahdi)
closer by a second, do you not think that you will share in all the
blessings and benefits that result from the reappearance happening
sooner? Indeed, you will partake in all of these significant
consequences. So, how can it be possible for us to avoid performing
the prostration to speed up the reappearance? O Allah, grant us the

ability to carry it out successfully. Amen.

Two aspects of prostration are essential: its length or frequency of
repetition and if tears accompany the prostration. This combination
with tears remarkably affects spiritual elevation. To soften our hearts
and produce tears, we can listen to audio recordings of Imam Sajjad's
(peace be upon him) Khamsa Ashar Supplication or Amir al-
Mu’minin’s (peace be upon him) supplications in the Kufa Mosque

while prostrated.
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6- The Sixth Responsibility of the Awaits: Remembering and
Invoking Allah and the Imams (peace be upon them) Throughout
the Day and Night

A person must remember Allah throughout the day in every action and
discussion. This is because remembering Allah prevents sin from
entering one’s acts, words, or thoughts, and if a deviation happens, one
quickly repents, corrects, and reforms. In truth, accurate remembrance
occurs when self-accounting is present in one’s thoughts throughout
the day, preventing sins or, in the instance of inadvertent transgression,
instantly leading to repentance, correction, and commitment not to
repeat them. Of course, all of these things are simple in theory but
challenging for those of us who are careless, and may Allah provide

us with all the success we need to accomplish them.
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Remembering the Imams (peace be upon them) throughout the day is
significant. Some people start their work in the morning by greeting
Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance) and asking, “What
can we do for you today, dear master?” They communicate with him
internally throughout the day. One of the strategies to gain personal
relief is to have an hour of internal discussion with Imam Mahdi (may
Allah speed his reappearance) every day. May Allah provide us the
success to carry out this act. Of course, even if it begins with one
minute per day, it will gradually develop to an hour per day, God
willing. Even at home, some women do their daily activities to honor
the fourteen infallibles (peace be upon them). They pray to Allah to
turn their homes into mosques and places of worship for believers and
angels. So, when they sweep or wash dishes, they in effect clean a
mosque or a place of worship. They are the mosque’s caretakers both
day and night. They regard their homes as the dwellings of the
Prophet's family (peace be upon them); thus, whatever they do, they
serve Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance). When they
nurture their children, they produce soldiers for Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance). Even when they prepare daily meals,
they do so to offer them as a votive gift to each of the infallible (peace
be upon them). We stated that a true awaiter performs what they intend
to do after the Imam reappears. So, whether at work, at home, on the

street, or elsewhere, these people are working for Allah’s pleasure and
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in service of Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance). In
truth, our understanding of occultation is incorrect; it is we who are
blind and in occultation. Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his
reappearance) is both a witness and present, but we do not see him. We
are currently within the Imam's sphere of vision and encompassment.
If we remember the Imam, we will realize that he is more generous
than we are and remembers us even more. How compassionate our

Master is, and how heedless we are.

Reciting during the day and night is another way to remember Allah.
There are three types of recitals: verbal, heartfelt (which is
mindfulness of the heart), and practical (which is considering God in
one's actions). Verbal recital is the lowest form and can open the path
for other types of recitals and the presence of Heart. Some may wonder
if we must repeat a set number of recitals. You must remember a
specific recital and use a specific number to accomplish a specific
result, which may not suit some. However, you can recite broad
remembrances without a precise number to draw closer to Allah as

often as feasible.

Reading the Quran is also essential, particularly paying attention to the
meaning and esoteric interpretation of the verses, which can reveal the

way forward. The narrative exegesis of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon
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them), which is also available online', tremendously aids us in
comprehending the primary intent of the verses, and the interpretation
of some verses can be found in the hadiths related to them. This
exegesis contains talks about the guardianship of Imam Ali (peace be
upon him) and the guardianship of the fourteen infallibles (peace be

upon them) throughout various verses of the Quran.

Another form of recital is hosting gatherings to memorialize Ahl al-
Bayt’s sufferings (peace be upon them). Even if this is not feasible,
listening to audio files of spiritual knowledge, particularly audio files
of elegies for Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), is another form of

remembering and invocation of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).

Recital should not be a mere verbal repetition, but a transformative
practice that gradually advances to heartfelt remembrance with
concentration and practical application. This heartfelt remembrance,
when combined with tears, becomes quite effective. Weeping for
Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) is unique, like a spring that gushes

forth and purifies a person. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated:
08 S A D Qiﬂj\ o [2] ae e 755 e Sliede il S5
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! at http://alvahy.com
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"...Whoever remembers Hussein ibn Ali (peace be upon him) and a
tear as small as a fly's wing comes out of his eye, his reward is with
Allah, and the Almighty is not satisfied with anything less than

Paradise for him.."

All said practices, including reading the Quran, performing recitals,
and remembering God and the Imams (peace be upon them),
necessitate divine favor. Even our tears are a result of God's favor. We
must pray for Allah to grant us this favor; if He has already done so,
we must pray for its continuation. This emphasis on divine
intervention should instill a sense of humility and reliance on God in
our spiritual practices. Prayer is like the sail of a ship. One of the most

fundamental forms of recital is prayer. We must never ignore prayer.

!'Ibn Qulawayh, Ja'far ibn Muhammad, Kamil al-Ziyarat, Najaf Ashraf, Dar al-Murtadawiyya,
First Edition, 1978, p. 101, Hadith 3. Sheikh Hurr al-Amili, Muhammad ibn Hasan, Wasa'il al-
Shi'a, Qom, Al al-Bayt Institute (peace be upon them), 1988, vol. 14, p. 507, Hadith 14.

115

- e —e—
I



THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

7- The Seventh Responsibility of the Awaiters: Paying Attention
to and Seeking to Embody the Traits of the Pious Described in
Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) Sermon of the Pious

The traits of the pious are listed in Nahj al-Balagha's Sermon 193, also
known as Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) Sermon of the Pious. The
following are some highlights from the sermon, along with brief

explanations:

"...But the pious possess superior virtues in this world, their speech is

truthful, their attire is moderate...""

! Here, the sermon is presented part by part, and wherever an explanation is needed, it is provided
in parentheses. Then the sermon continues.
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(Explanation: The term "attire" might relate to actual clothing,
implying that their wardrobe is economical and moderate. It can also
apply to covering one's actions and behavior, which means that when
actions and behavior are clothed in moderation, all of a person's

conduct and deeds are balanced and avoid extremes.)
«E}\}g\ jo J o)
"And they walk with humility and modesty. "

(Explanation: Practicing humility in one's walking is undoubtedly an

exercise in retaining humility throughout one's life.)
«r@J @U\ V.L«J\ pe V.@J«La.w\ | 5355 5 r.@,.l.o i fﬁ G V.a)u_,\ | gk

"They cover their eyes from what Allah has prohibited, and they have

devoted their ears to beneficial knowledge."

(Explanation: Some people listen to banned items, such as illegal
music while driving. Others may not listen to anything illegal, but what
they do listen to is not gaining knowledge or improving understanding.
Some listen to knowledge, but it is a kind of knowledge that is not
valuable in this life or the next. The Imam highlights the importance
of beneficial knowledge here. The second point is that while people

may occasionally do this in life and listen to some helpful knowledge,
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the pious make it a continuous habit, as the Imam says they have

devoted their ears to beneficial knowledge.)

0o 242 fo0s o

«;l;-)\ = gy JJlS A (v-é-“ | AN

"And in times of hardship and ease their state remains the same."

(Explanation: This point is critical. How can one's state be the same in
times of hardship and ease? A person's state can be viewed from three
perspectives: external appearance, inner state, and mannerism. From
the outside, if a person lives a moderate lifestyle even when extremely
wealthy, avoiding extravagance and maintaining appearances, then
when financial challenges emerge, others will not notice the change
because their look has not changed significantly. Prophet Solomon
(peace be upon him) was a prophet of knowledge and wisdom, who
had humans, jinn, birds, animals, the wind, and even devils at his
command. Yet, despite his vast kingdom, he would fast during the
days, and stand in worship during the nights, and his food was barley
bread.!. From another perspective, the inner state refers to a person
praising and remembering God and death in times of comfort and
health, as well as times of suffering, poverty, or illness. Prophet Jacob
(peace be upon him) frequently thanked God. Satan told God that

Jacob was grateful for his numerous bounties, and if you would take

! Prophet Solomon - Porseman website.
118

——— .
I



R THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

them away, he would never be thankful. Even after tribulation, Jacob
remained appreciative. The third part is an individual's manners and
treatment of others. Many people are kind when everything is going
well but become intolerable and ill-tempered when confronted with
challenges or financial troubles, hurting their families and those
around them. Thus, keeping consistency in external look, spiritual
condition, and behavior is essential to concentrate on to achieve such

a status.)

By e 50 ;..ML;;T & ;..é.;\:;j g o el [;,25] PUAIRECPEN [y P 1A R
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"If it were not for the death that Allah has decreed for them, their souls

would not remain in bodies even for the blink of an eye, out of longing

for Paradise and fear of Hell's torment."”

(Explanation: This means that pious individuals are both afraid and
hopeful. They are torn between their desire for Paradise and their fear
of divine punishment and of course, both their anxiety and hope are

great.)
«H,MA & Py VA ﬁ“““ Hy| & deJl (.la_&))

"Allah is great in their eyes, while others are insignificant."”
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(Explanation: They are unconcerned about whether others like their
behavior. They do not bother if others call them old-fashioned or
simple-minded for adhering to religious rules; all they think about is
God. Furthermore, because others appear insignificant to them and
God appears magnificent, they are not practicing concealed
polytheism and conduct deeds entirely for God's pleasure rather than

people's praise.)
(0 sedin (b VP Gl 26 58 LW r@ 5 O g b V*P (PN PRCEINC St r.e_e))

"Heaven is so real to them that it is as if they see it and live in its
blessings, and Hell is so certain to them that it is as if they see it and

are suffering in its punishment."

o 22 as
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"The hearts of the God-fearing are sorrowful."

(Explanation: Concerning the grief in the hearts of the virtuous, it
should be remembered that there are two forms of sorrow: one relating
to worldly trials and concerns and another spiritual sorrow. The
virtuous, who have not linked their affections to this world and trust in
the Merciful God in all circumstances, are touched by worldly
disasters but through their faith in God, suffer them as if no grief had

occurred. As stated in the Quran:
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" e U e Gl W el (AL 106
(“Those who say, ‘Our Lord is Allah,” and then remain steadfast, they

will have no fear, nor will they grieve.”). Also,
"2 r.ﬁ Us wedle PR U ARSI

(“Look! The friends of Allah will indeed have no fear nor will they

grieve”).

This lack of sorrow is determined by one's level of piety and
detachment from the world. Thus, the virtuous do not weep over
worldly matters but rather for even a moment's heedlessness in
remembering God and for the inadequacy of their worship in light of
divine favors. They are also disturbed by Imam Mahdi's absence (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) and the calamities that have befallen
the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) throughout history. This is
because each of the infallible (peace be upon them) was not correctly
recognized and embraced during their lifetime, had few supporters,
and were constantly subjected to people's taunts and breaking of
promises, as well as the torment of governments, whether in torture,

prison, or exile, before being innocently martyred.

! Surah Al-Ahgaf, Verse 13.
2 Surah Yunus, Verse 62.
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These disasters sadden the hearts of their supporters. The tragedy that
befell Imam Hussein (peace be upon him) in Karbala, which pains
Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance) every day!, also
saddens believers and God-fearers. Furthermore, for those living
during Imam Mahdi's occultation, there is no more remarkable anguish
than not being able to see one's Imam or serve him directly and fight

alongside him against foes.)

"And people are safe from their harm."

(Explanation: As previously stated about Imam Sajjad's (peace be
upon him) Risalat al-Huquq and its nuances, the virtuous are so
sensitive to people's rights and consider themselves obligated to
observe them, and they are so opposed to oppressing others, that no

one suffers as a result.)

8’ - -0 22 - o &
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"Their bodies are lean."

(Explanation: The pious share their food with others, donate to those

in need, dine at the same table as those who serve them, and do not

1'"So I weep for you every morning and evening, and instead of tears, I shed blood for you."
(Ziyarat Nahiya al-Muqgaddasa, Igbal of Sayyid ibn Tawus).
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hoard food, thus avoiding gluttony. Furthermore, as noted in the
subject of stomach piety, the pious do not eat until they are hungry and
stop eating before they are totally full, preventing them from over-
eating. Furthermore, voluntary fasts, night vigils, and devoting energy
to serving creation and worshipping God provide no room for sloth.
Most importantly, their fear of divine punishment (which the Imam
emphasizes later) and the sadness in their hearts as a result of the
disasters that have befallen their Imam distinguish them from carefree,
pleasure-seeking people. As a result, these people appear thin and are

not obese, which is caused by negligence and excess.

Another aspect is that not only are their bodies thin, but their

belongings are also limited.)

R - - o 22 - -
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"And their requests are few."

(Explanation: When life, food, clothing, and other possessions are
moderate and balanced, there are few requests. People who live this
lifestyle are not always looking to modify their means of living and
other matters, and as a result, they are not pursuing money or position,
nor do they put themselves in difficulties or debt for these things. As a
result, their material requirements are limited to addressing their

needs.)
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"Their souls are pure, and their conduct is chaste. They have shown
patience in the fleeting days of this world to attain the eternal comfort

of the Hereafter: a profitable trade that their Lord has prepared.”

(Explanation: Chastity and modesty are two of the most distinguishing
characteristics of the virtuous. The religious have patience with many
sorts of sin because they see this world as a transient place and a farm
for the afterlife. Abstaining from certain short-term forbidden
pleasures to achieve long-term pleasures and contentment is
undoubtedly a profitable exchange. When you go to the market, you
exchange two things of equal value: money for food, goods, or
services. However, in this case, you give up something ephemeral,
with short-term worth and fleeting pleasure, in exchange for an eternal
reward and pleasure. Undoubtedly, this fantastic transaction is
advantageous. Furthermore, the virtuous have profited by embracing

Imam Ali's (peace be upon him) guidance and obeying him.

In the narrative interpretation of Surah As-Saff, verse 10, where Allah
guides humans to a profitable trade, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)

narrates that Imam Ali (peace be upon him) stated:
Gl LB als 5 Gl U A U O e DRGT B0 0 DS, Ly
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"l am that profitable trade that saves from painful punishment, and I
am the one Allah has mentioned in the Quran, saying: 'O you who
believe! Shall I lead you to a transaction that will spare you from a
terrible punishment?" The master of the virtuous people is one who is
the master of the pious and the ruler of the people of piety, and he is
the one who takes the believers' hands and guides them to their

destination, which is proximity to Allah.)
(.o (’“‘““L’ HNPRFE v.@;ﬂ\j (s sk o V’b Gl ?..;f;\j...»

"The world sought to fool them, but they had no intention of doing so.
It sought to enslave them, but they emancipated themselves by giving

up their lives."

(Explanation: When a person wishes to travel the path of piety, Satan,
who represents the world's appearances in this case, plans for them and
attempts to draw them to himself. However, the virtuous resist the
world and its allure, even at the expense of their lives. If they have
found an opportunity for jihad, they have given up their entire worldly
life and achieved the noble position of martyrdom. If there was no
opportunity for jihad and combat, they engaged in the greater jihad,
which is the struggle against oneself. They gave their lives in
obedience and adoration to Allah. Narrations about the sincere
awaiters of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) state that

even if they die in their beds, they have departed this world as martyrs
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“At night, the virtuous stand in prayer and recite the Quran in Juz
(section) by Juz' with contemplation and reflection. With the Quran,
they find their life in sorrow and remedy their ailments. When they
come upon a verse with encouragement, they turn to it with longing
and hope for Paradise, staring at it with expectant souls, seeking the
blessings of Paradise before their eyes. When they encounter a verse
that includes the fear of God, they listen with their hearts, as if the

crackling flames of Hell are ringing in their ears. Then they bow in

! Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya'qub. Al-Kafi, vol. 8, p. 146, Hadith 120. Dar al-Kutub al-
Islamiyya, Tehran, 1986, eight volumes.
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rukit', placing their foreheads, hands, and feet on the ground,
beseeching God for salvation from the fire of Hell."

(Explanation: Night vigils and night prayers are among the means and
criteria for reaching Allah. However, the recitation of the Quran is
described as being done section (Juz') by section, with reflection,
contemplation, and vision of Paradise and Hell. So this night vigil is,
first and foremost, not brief, hasty, or superficial; second, this Quran
recitation is not simply reading without knowing its meaning, nor is it
reading while one's attention is elsewhere. Rather, it is reading
followed by meditation, visualizing oneself in Paradise and Hell,
rejoicing in Paradise's blessings and pained by Hell's penalties,
grieving over separation from Allah, and weeping in fear of God. It is
also associated with discovering solutions to queries and treatments

for spiritual ailments in the Quran.)

oelode clodes )L@.«j\ Lol 9.2

"The pious are patient scholars by day."

(Explanation: It is essential to understand that the virtuous are not
always those constantly praying or prostrating. Not only do they seek
knowledge, but His Holiness refers to them as scholars and describes
them as patient scholars. This implies that they are patient and tolerant

in addition to their extensive knowledge. As a person's understanding
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and perception of situations grows, it becomes more difficult to
tolerate others' incorrect beliefs and sometimes this world. Pious
people, on the other hand, demonstrate patience and forbearance.
These people are also patient in their pursuit of knowledge, which
comes with many challenges. These scholars have obtained their
knowledge through formal education and teachers, as the Prophet

(peace be upon him) stated, "=l | agoll e Al 15 JL1 "Seek knowledge

from the cradle to the grave™, or, in addition to their efforts to acquire
worldly knowledge, based on their righteousness, they have connected
to the true source of knowledge, which is the infallible Imams (peace
be upon them), and have received knowledge from them and their

blessed hearts.

Regarding Seyyed Bahr al-Ulum, it is said that Mirza-e Qomi, the
author of "Qawanin al-Usul" and one of the great scholars of his time,
said: "I used to attend classes with Allamah Bahr al-Ulum under the
tutelage of master Vahid Behbahani, and in our discussions, I would
frequently explain and elaborate on the lessons. Then, I traveled to
Iran, whereas Seyyed Bahr al-Ulum remained in Najaf. Later, when |
learned of Bahr al-Ulum's intellectual reputation, I was startled since
I assumed he could not have gotten so academically strong. When [

went to Najaf Ashraf on pilgrimage and met the Seyyed, I felt him like

! (Seek knowledge from the cradle to the grave) - Adab al-Muta'allimin: p. 3.
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a deep, stormy sea of knowledge. I asked him, 'We were at the same
level of knowledge, therefore, you were not at this level previously.
How did you get such knowledge? The Seyyed turned to me and said,
"Mirza, this is among the secrets, but I will tell you as long as you don't
tell anyone while I am alive." How could I not be like this when one
night in the Kufa Mosque, my master, Hujjat ibn al-Hasan (peace be
upon him), pressed me to his blessed chest?" There is also a hadith

from the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) that states that
@l Lo a5 T L8 il ek Lo il Al el

“whoever purifies their trust for Allah for forty days, Allah will let

)

streams of wisdom flow from their heart to their tongue'”.
"Ji f;fzju: Ll oo et jlaw ﬁ,)\ oy C@\ Sl a8 u,\ B
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"They are the pious doers of good deeds, whose fear of God has
thinned them like a carved arrow. One who sees them might think they
are ill, though they are not, others might say that they are misguided,

yet their outward frailty is due to something profound. They are not

! Majlisi, Muhammad Bagqir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 67, p. 242.
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satisfied with their small deeds, nor do they regard their numerous acts

as abundant."

(Explanation: Imam Ali (peace be upon him) explains why the pious
are thin, noting that it is due to their dread of Allah. On the other hand,
they are never content with their actions and do not value their
bountiful work as much. In other words, they consider their substantial
efforts insignificant because they are the examples of "the foremost of
the foremost"! in the race of good acts; the better actions you have, the
further ahead you are. They also understand that no matter how many
good things they have done, there is always potential for growth and
improved performance. This is because, first and foremost, there is a
significant disparity between our actions and those of the Imams who
serve as our role models, to the point where a single blow from Imam
Ali (peace be upon him) is preferable to the entire worship of humans
and jinn. The Prophet (peace be upon him) remarked during the Battle
of the Khandaq (Trench):

C ol esle e bl Bl oy e a5

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) constantly backed the Prophet (peace
be upon him) and joined jihad during the critical and decisive Battle of

the Trench. When Amr ibn Abd al-Wud challenged for a duel three

! Surah Al-Wagqiah, verse 10,70 s ¢ sl 5
2 Shafi'i, Ali ibn Burhan al-Din, Sirah Halabiyyah, Beirut, Islamic Library, vol. 2, pp. 319-320.
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times, no one went to fight him because of his gigantic stature (he once
lifted a young camel as a shield); instead, Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) volunteered each time. Imam Ali fought with him after advising
Amr to avoid this action, which Amr refused. Even at the end, when
Amr was vanquished and spat on the Imam, the Imam circled back to
make sure he wasn't killing him out of personal animosity. As a result,
even when others abandoned the Prophet (peace be upon him), he
would bravely enter the battlefield and fight with absolute assurance
and sincerity. How do our deeds compare to those of God's chosen
servants? Second, compared to Allah's limitless benevolence to

people, our actions are little.)

o &~
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"They accuse their soul and are fearful of their deeds."

(Explanation: Because of their self-accountability, the virtuous are
concerned that Allah will not approve their activities due to impurities

and non-divine motives.)
o e BT o e e BB 61 0, U G G Sl T
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"Whenever one of them is praised, they become fearful of what has

been said about them and say, 'l know myself better than others, and
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my God knows me better than I know myself. O Allah, do not hold me
accountable for what they say; instead, make me more significant than

what they believe, and forgive me for faults they are unaware of."
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"And among the signs of one of the virtuous is that you see them:
Strong in faith, gentle and far-sighted, full of certainty in his belief,
eager in seeking knowledge, patient with his knowledge, moderate in

prosperity, humble in worship, dignified in poverty..."

(Explanation: This is a very subtle point about how the virtuous are
temperate in times of wealth and prosperity while maintaining a
dignified appearance even in times of poverty. Of course, dignity does
not include wearing expensive or new clothing. Even plain clothes, if
ironed, shoes not dusty, socks not ripped, and hair tidy and oiled -
which some believers occasionally overlook - are dignified. This

dignity is one of the traits of the pious.)
S ULl e t«bupufuj cda SLLEL I UL e 31,05 50
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"They are Patient in adversity, seek lawful(Halal) earnings, joyful in
guidance, and avoid greed." They perform good deeds but are scared;
they spend the day in thankfulness and the night in recollection of
Allah. They sleep fearfully at night and awaken joyfully - the dread of
sliding into neglect and delight for the grace and mercy poured upon
them. If their soul does not obey what is difficult, they deprive it of

what it loves."”

(Explanation: The Imam's statement, "If their soul does not obey in
what is difficult, they deprive it of what it loves," refers to the concept
of self-punishment discussed in the section on self-accountability. For
example, if a person engages in backbiting, they should restrict

themselves to their daily recreational activity or a specific cuisine.)
(I WS (PR i RPN B PP O CJM i Ul 55 5 Uy Ul w53 i

"The delight of the virtuous lies in that which is eternal, and they turn
away from that which does not last. They combine patience with

knowledge and words with action.”

(Explanation: They are not like us in that they are knowledgeable but

do not take action. How much of our research findings collect dust in
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libraries, and how many articles do we publish knowing they have no

practical application for anyone?)
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"You will see the pious as one whose hopes are near, whose mistakes
are few, whose heart is humble, whose soul is content, whose food is
modest, whose actions are simple, whose faith is safeguarded, whose
desires are dead from the forbidden, and whose anger is subdued.

People have hope in his goodness and are safe from his harm."

(Explanation: The fact that people have hope in someone’s goodness
1s significant, as there are those who are so inclined to say "no" that
they reject almost every opportunity for good. They refuse to lend,
immediately decline requests for help, and are quick to reject even
simple acts like mediating between two people. Consequently, no one
expects any good to come from them. But the pious are different—
they do whatever is within their means, provided it is pleasing to God.

Therefore, people have hope in their goodness.)

(Bl e G ’-u%f\’;m OB Ul ’Qﬁf\w\ B B SO D
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"If they are among the heedless, their name is recorded among those
who remember God, and if they are among those who remember, their

name is not written among the heedless."

(Explanation: If they find themselves among others heedless of God's
remembrance, they refuse to conform to the herd and instead engage
in remembering God. And if they are among those who remember
God, they will not fall behind or be listed among the heedless. !. Even
if people believe the devout person to be heedless, they may be
unaware of material world events such as the growth in gold and dollar
prices. Still, they are never among the truly uninformed and heedless

who have disregarded God's remembrance.)
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"They forgive the one who wrongs them, give to the one who deprives
him, reconnect with one who cuts ties with him, avoid foul speech,
speak gently, conceal their own faults, and let their good deeds be seen.

)

Their kindness reaches all, and Their harm touches none.’

! Makarem Shirazi, Message of Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him), Volume 7, pp. 566-582.
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“In hardships, they remain calm; in difficulties, they are patient, and
in times of ease, they are grateful. They do not oppress one they are
enemies with, and nor do they sully themselves with sin for the sake of

s

one they love.’
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“They admit the truth before any testimony is given against them, do
not neglect what has been entrusted to them, and do not forget
reminders given to them. They do not call people by offensive titles, do
not harm their neighbors, and do not rejoice in the misfortunes of

others.”’
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“And they do not interfere in wrongdoings, or wander from the

boundaries of truth. If they are silent, it does not grieve them, if they
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laugh, it is not loud; and if they are harmed, they wait until God takes
vengeance for them. Their own souls bear the hardship they impose on
themselves, but others are at ease because of him. They worry about

the afterlife while providing comfort and peace to others."
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His distance from some people stems from his piety and asceticism,
while his closeness to others is from kindness and gentleness. Their
distance is not due to arrogance and self-conceit nor is their intimacy

due to guile and deception...”

May Allah grant us the success of gradually aligning ourselves with

the characteristics of the virtuous.
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8- The Eighth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Servitude
Becoming a "servant" is one of the highest stages of religion, and Allah

refers to Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) as 5 .ue

"J,.,”("His servant and Messenger").

Additionally, Allah explains the attributes of the servants of the Most
Merciful in Surah Al-Furqan verses 63—75. Therefore, another
responsibility is to become acquainted with these characteristics and

attempt to embody them.

8-1- Characteristics of the Servants of the Most Merciful in Quran

Surah Al-Furgan verses 63-75 state:

(63)" Lol 1506 O laldl bl 131 5 Wia il o 052y dll e 3Ls "
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“The servants of the All-beneficent are those who walk humbly on the

earth, and when the ignorant address them, say, ‘Peace!’”

6" Ll 5 Tui POy O s ol "
“Those who spend the night for their Lord, prostrating and standing
[in worship].”

Despite remaining up at night and indulging in nocturnal prayer, the
servants of the Most Merciful do not believe they are secure from
Satan's evil. On the one hand, they do not consider their worship
worthy of the Lord and view the accounting on the Day of Judgment
as exceedingly exact and precise, not disregarding any tiny or
significant conduct. As a result, they see themselves in danger of going

into Hell at any time and pray:
(10) "Ll 2 O Lhie Bl e Sl Lo U0l U O 058 1l "

"Those who say, ‘Our Lord! Turn away from us the punishment of hell.

Indeed its punishment is enduring.” (65)

(VO "Ll ELL Sl L "

" Indeed it is an evil station and abode. " (66).
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This means that they have both fear and hope. According to Imam
Sadiq (peace be upon him),

R T g B g P I PR FPVIPW R SR P P W
s oSy J1a 05 5 e

“all believers must have two lights in their hearts: dread and hope'”.

The verses continue:
(W) "Ll 5 U5 1 O s L o 5 1580y o 5 3] 1 5

" And those who are neither wasteful nor tightfisted when spending,
but balanced between these [two extremes]." (67)
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" Those who invoke not, with Allah, any other god, nor slay such life
as Allah has made sacred except for just cause, nor commit

fornication; - and any that does this (not only) meets punishment."

()" Blen a3 Wl 5 ALl o DI T Ll ™

! Jihad al-Nafs, p 79.
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" The punishment being doubled for him on the Day of Resurrection.

In it he will abide in humiliation forever,"
Dsie @l 06 5 olis peti @ U LB Bl Sl (e 5 il 5 6 e YY"
)" b

"Except those who repent, attain faith, and act righteously. For such,
Allah will replace their misdeeds with good deeds, and Allah is all-
forgiving, all-merciful."”

O U 1 ) L M s o 5 D 1

" And whoever repents and does good has truly turned to Allah with

an (acceptable) conversion;-"

") LS 15 AL 58 1815 550 05 ¥ 0 !
" Those who do not give false testimony, and when they come upon
frivolity, pass by with dignity." (72)
Concerning this subject, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated:
s w VN O Pl ool e bL;,g“\ Leh JW s sE A 61/»
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"Allah made faith obligatory on human limbs and distributed it among
them. Thus, no limb has more faith entrusted to it than another. These
include the human ears, which are used to hear sounds. Allah has
made it obligatory for the ear to avoid listening to what Allah has
banned and to guard itself against what Allah dislikes, as He said: '3
Ul S 1y L300 1y 13)! This is what Allah has made obligatory of faith on

the ear, and that they should not listen to what is not permissible.

"Acting on this is a sign of faith".

Moreover, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) learned that a party had
entered Kufa and lodged in a residence that was used to play music.
The Imam (peace be upon him) said, "Why did you do this?" They
stated, "We could not find another house, and we did not know. We
realized this when we entered.” The Imam further stated, "When you

knew, you should have passed by it with dignity, for Allah says:

2 S e L e 13

! Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 10, p. 498; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 97, p. 97; Al-
Ayyashi, vol. 1, p. 282.
2 Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 10, p. 500; Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, vol. 13, p. 220;
Da'a'im al-Islam, vol. 2, p. 209.
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The servants of the Most Merciful worship with knowledge and belief,
not out of habit or mindless imitation, and with certainty rather than

uncertainty.

Because in the following verses, God has stated:

V)" Blas 5 G el 1sma W s Ll 1585 15) 1

P —

Abu Basir says: I heard Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) state

regarding this verse: " Ulie 5 G Ll 1520 o ety bl 1585 13 0l 5

"It means it is from insight and belief, and they have no doubt."

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) remarked about the verse " 13 Gl 5

Uloe 5 Lo elle Wy i o ey Ll 15735 ™ "This is about you when you

P

remember our virtues, you do not doubt them'.
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(Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 10, p. 500; Al-Kafi, vol. 8, p. 178; Bihar al-
An\;var, vol. 66, p. 262; Nur al-Thaqalayn; Al-Burhan; "Mustabsirin" instead of "Musta'birin").
21585 Al ilead 25580 13) a8 o2 (b
(Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 10, p. 502; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 387; Al-
Mabhasin, vol. 1, p. 170; Nur al-Thaqalayn).
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The servants of the Most Merciful work not only for their spiritual
elevation but also for that of their families, children, and

grandchildren.

Therefore, Allah declares in the following verse:
(V)" Tola] optll) Lty T 3 W03 T Lo 531 (e 1 o W 00 5

“And those who say, ‘Our Lord! Give us joy and comfort in our

spouses and offspring, and make us imams of the Godwary.’”

Although this verse was revealed regarding the Imams, who are the
foremost of the Most Merciful's servants and must obey, it also
contains an educational aspect for us, as indicated in the words

transmitted by Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him):

e 1Yl o I S Gl e 1 @ Y an I al 1YLT S, I b
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"By Allah! I did not ask Allah for well-built children. Rather, |

requested Allah to send me children who would obey and fear Him. So

that anytime I look at them when they worship Allah, my eyes would
be delighted.""...

! Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 10, p. 504; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 279; Bihar
al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 132; Al-Managqib, vol. 3, p. 380; Nur al-Thaqalayn.
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Finally, Allah depicts the reward for the servants of the Most Merciful

as:
(Vo) Lol T B L 0530 5 1y o Loy 631 Oy ey T

“Those shall be rewarded with sublime abodes for their patience and

»

steadfastness, and they shall be met there with greetings and ‘Peace,’

V" L RS Tl s s

b

“to abide in them [forever], an excellent station and abode.’

A few points in defining the Most Merciful's servants require further
clarification, including not associating partners with Allah, repenting,
and being a servant in the sense of perfect obedience. These three
issues include incredibly delicate and exquisite nuances, which will be

examined next.

8-2- A Detailed Explanation of Not Associating Partners with
Allah

When discussing shirk (associating partners with Allah), it is essential
to recognize its two types: visible and hidden. Visible shirk is the same
as theological shirk towards Allah, in which a person regards another
god as a companion of Allah. However, we also have hidden shirk,

which Allah emphasizes strongly in this Quran verse:
145
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“Have you seen him who has taken his desire to be his god?...

We also have a hadith from the Prophet (peace be upon him).

"Shirk is more hidden than the sound of small ants walking on a smooth
stone on a night, and the least degree of shirk is to love oppression (an

oppressor) and hate justice (a just person).”

Any hypocrisy, such as not working entirely and sincerely for God or
putting on appearances for the benefit of others' praise and admiration,
is an example of covert Shirk. For example, doing work in a certain
way to endear ourselves to our boss and receive a reward, speaking in
a particular manner so that others think we are distinguished, or
holding a party or even a mourning ceremony for Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him) in a specific place or in a certain way so that others think
we are wealthy or to not fall short of someone else's gathering, or
wearing a hijab just to get hired somewhere - these are examples of
practical or hidden Shirk. Shirk occurs when we believe that God's

creation, rather than God Himself, solves our jobs and problems.

! Surah Al-Furqan, verse 43.
2 Al-Mizan, vol. 3, under verse 31 of Surah Al Imran - quoted from Al-Durr al-Manthur, vol. 2,
p. 17.
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Alternatively, if we believe our sustenance comes from a specific
person, we have slipped into Shirk. We must understand that all
persons, belongings, and so on are the only means to an end, and we
should seek guidance only from God and do all for His pleasure. This
is extremely difficult because many of our activities are performed to
please people rather than God, and God willing, may He grant us the

ability to purify our actions with sincerity.

8-3- A Detailed Explanation of Repentance

When a person wishes to repent, they must attempt to compensate for
all of God's, their own, and other people's rights that are imposed on
them. We previously highlighted these rights in Imam Sajjad's (peace
be upon him) Risalat al-Huquq, and we only want to emphasize that
when it comes to people's rights, one must be mindful that it is not
limited to financial problems. According to a hadith, the Prophet
(peace be upon him and his family) looked at the Kaaba, revered it,

and then addressed it, saying,

2
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"The right and respect of a believer is higher than you because God

considered the Kaaba to have one respect and greatness while
147
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regarding the believer, He has respected three things: wealth, blood,

and honor (meaning one should not be suspicious of a believer)."

As a result, if we harm a believer's reputation, their right has been
violated, or if we backbite someone, we must recognize that these are
examples of people's rights. We must follow the path of repentance for

each of riches, blood, and honor.
According to one narration,

"a person in the presence of Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him)
said: 'I seek forgiveness from God." His Holiness said, "May your
mother grieve for you; do you understand the truth about requesting
forgiveness? Indeed, requesting forgiveness is the highest degree and

has six meanings:

o [First, express regret for the past.

e Second, a determination to avoid sin for the remainder of one's life.

o Third, fulfilling people's rights.

o Fourth, complete any missed obligatory acts.

o Fifth, melting away any flesh that has grown from unlawful sources
through sorrow and suffering, until the skin clings to the bone and

new, pure flesh can grow.

! Same source, vol. 67, p. 71.
148

——— T

I



THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

o Sixth, enduring the pain and hardship of obedience and worship in
place of the pleasure once tasted from sin.
When someone has completed these six steps, they should say, "l seek

forgiveness from God"'.

Moreover, Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq (peace be upon him) says:
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(Nahj al-Balagha by Fayd, p. 1281(1282), Hadith 409) .
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"Repentance is 'God's rope' and 'His grace's aid," and it is required to

remain in it.

Until this point in the hadith, we can conclude that because the phases
of repentance are complex and numerous, one should not consider
abandoning repentance. Instead, the Imam tells us that we have no
choice but to persist. On the other hand, because slips happen daily,
and even the pious can neglect to remember God or fail to make the
best decision, repentance can never be abandoned. The Imam
continues, "And for every group of servants, there is repentance. As for
the common people's repentance, they should wash their inner self
from sins with the water of regret, confess their misdeeds, be
remorseful for the past, and be terrified of performing such acts in the
future. They should not dismiss crimes as petty or insignificant, and
they should continuously lament and regret their failures in servitude
and obedience to God. They should shield themselves against carnal
impulses and seek God's assistance in fulfilling their repentance and

avoiding sin. They should discipline their soul with worship and
150

e —

R —.
IO



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

struggle, make up for the obligatory acts they have missed, compensate
for any oppression they have committed against others, fulfill any
rights of people that are upon them, avoid bad companions, spend
nights in wakefulness, spend days fasting and thirsty, always reflect on
the consequences of their actions, and seek help from God to keep them
steadfast on the path of Sharia. And in trials and tribulations, they
should remain patient so that they do not fall from the rank of the
repentant. When they do this, they become purified from their sins,

their deeds increase, and their ranks are elevated"'.

8-4- An Explanation of Servitude

Being a servant entails complete obedience. In the past, an enslaved
person had no right to disobey their master's orders. All directives must
be followed with faithful obedience. Unfortunately, our faith is
selective, and we only follow directions that are simple or that we
enjoy. For example, following hijab, enjoining good and forbidding
evil, or engaging in jihad, even when it becomes mandatory, does not

appeal to some people, and they do not practice it.

Servitude has various levels, and the awaiting person should strive to
achieve the highest feasible level, though the highest level is reserved
for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them). However, one should

! Bihar al-Anwar, volume 6, page 31.
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endeavor to get as close as possible to the flawless persons or these
excellent personalities. Sheikh Ansarian identified five steps to

obtaining the ideal of servitude:

The first level is to gain mastery over oneself by improving the quality
of worship and servitude and conducting worship with pure intention

in the manner that the Beloved has requested from humanity.

The next step involves mastery and guardianship over scattered

thoughts or control over the capacity of imagination.

The third stage occurs when the spirit, via its stages of strength, power,
lordship, and guardianship, reaches a point where it can function
independently of the body in many ways. However, the body remains

entirely dependent on the spirit.

In the fourth stage, the body is totally under the person's command and
will, to the point where exceptional acts are performed inside the

sphere of one's own body.

The fifth stage occurs when even the exterior nature is influenced by

human will and becomes submissive to it.

It may be argued that, in actuality, the stages of servitude are only the
first two, and the following three stages are the outcomes and

perfections that result from perseverance in the first two.
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In the hadith of Unwan al-Basri, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)
identified three aspects of the truth of servitude:
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o '"The servant does not regard what God has given him as his
property because servants are not owners but rather as God's
property, which he spends wherever God commands.

o The servant does not manage his affairs.

o He spends all his time obeying God's mandates while avoiding His

prohibitions.
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As a result, whenever a servant does not regard what God has given
them as their personal property, spending it toward pleasing God
becomes simple for them. Moreover, when they entrust their concerns
to the genuine Manager, they find it easier to deal with the world's
difficulties. Moreover, when the servant obeys God's laws and
prohibitions, they never dispute with or boast to others. When God
bestows these three attributes on a servant, the world, Satan, and
people become meaningless in their sight. They do not chase the world
to gain wealth and boast, nor do they seek respect and status from
others, and he does not squander his time. This is the first degree of
virtue. Almighty God states: “We have prepared the Hereafter for
those who have not strived to glorify themselves in earth or sow

)

corruption, and the best end is for the virtuous '.’

It is obvious that being a servant and obeying have varying degrees.
However, what does real obedience look like, and is love without

obedience truly love?

! Mishkat al-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, Ali ibn Hassan Tabarsi, p. 326; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 1,
p- 224, Book of Knowledge, Chapter: Etiquettes of Seeking Knowledge and Its Rulings.
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8-4-1- The True Definition of Obedience

Ma'mun Raqqi narrates an encounter with Imam Sadiq (peace be upon
him), in which Sahl ibn Hasan Khorasani entered, greeted the Imam,
and sat down. He then said, "O son of the Messenger of Allah! How
kind and merciful you are. You are the Imam; why don't you assert
your right when you have over a hundred thousand Shias ready to fight

for you?"

The Imam (peace be upon him) said, "Khorasani, take a seat. You are
welcome." He then instructed his servant, "Kindle the fire in the oven."
After the servant had lit the fire, the Imam turned to the Khorasani man
and said, "Step into the oven!" The Khorasani man begged, "O
descendant of the Messenger of Allah! Please do not burn me. Spare
me, and may Allah pardon you." The Imam responded, "I have

pardoned you."

At that moment, Harun Makki entered, holding his shoes in his hand,

and greeted, "Peace be upon you, O descendant of the Messenger of
Allah!"

The Imam said, "Place your shoes down and sit in the oven.” Harun

Makki set aside his shoes and sat inside the oven without hesitation.

The Imam continued conversing with the Khorasani man, speaking

about the affairs in Khorasan as though he had witnessed them
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firsthand. Finally, the Imam said, "Khorasani, go and see what is

happening inside the oven."

The Khorasani said, "I went to the oven and saw Harun Makki sitting
calmly, cross-legged inside. Then he came out and greeted us." The

Imam asked, "How many people like him can you find in Khorasan?"

The Khorasani responded, "By Allah, not even one!" The Imam said,
"By Allah, not even one can be found. We will not rise until we have at
least five supporters like him (Harun Makki). We know best when the

right time will come’.

Our Imam of the time, Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his
reappearance), wants his followers to be obedient to him. Thus, he has

said,

T PN TS T WA VW TN (AN IS RPC O WA U N e
"Fear God, submit to us and leave our affairs to us. It is upon us to

quench your thirst from the spring, just as we brought you to the

spring’”.

1 Bihar al-Anwar (Beirut Edition), vol.47.p123.
2 Tusi, Al-Ghaybah, 506.
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8-4-2- Love Without Obedience Holds No Meaning
God states,

W

“Say: "If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive
you your sins: For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."”

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) states:

foluas o [ yse il Ll Lo
“Those who disobey God do not love Him. He used this poem as an
example:
You disobey God and then show your love for Him.
This is one of those unbelievable and stunning things!
If you truly loved Him, you would obey Him.

Indeed, the lover obeys the beloved "2.

Jabir says Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) stated to me:

! Surah Al-Imran, verse 31.
2 Al-Burhan fi Tafsir al-Qur'an, Sayyid Hashim al-Bahrani, vol. 1, p. 611.
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“Is it sufficient for someone who claims to be a Shia claiming to be
Shia just to state that he loves us? Except for those who have piety, are
trustworthy, and are recognized by their abundant remembrance of

God, fasting, prayers, and kindness to their parents, etc.”
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I said, "O son of the Messenger of God! Today, we do not find anyone

with such characteristics.”

The Imam responded:
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1 - Tuhaf al-Uqul, p.295.
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“Is it enough for someone to declare, "I love Ali (peace be upon him)
and accept his guardianship,” but then fail to take action? No, it is not
so. If he claims, "I love the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and
his family)," [Although the Messenger of God is higher than Imam Ali
(peace be upon him)] but does not follow his method and act by his
tradition, his love will be futile. So, fear God and act accordingly. God
has no affinity with anyone. The most cherished servants of God
Almighty [the most respectable among them] are those who fear God
and obey Him the greatest. Oh, Jabir! By God! Obeying and following
are the only ways to become closer to God. Nobody is immune to the
fire, and no one can argue with God Almighty. Whoever obeys God is
our friend, while one who disobeys Him is our enemy. No one may

achieve our friendship except through action, chastity, and piety.!”

In Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 36, God states:

! Bihar al-Anwar, the Company edition, translated by Ali Younesi, vol. 15, Book of Faith, p. 141,
Mishkat al-Anwar fi Ghurar al-Akhbar, vol. 1, p. 107.
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“A faithful man or woman may not have any option in their matter,
when Allah and His Apostle have decided on a matter, and whoever
disobeys Allah and His Apostle has certainly strayed into manifest

b

error.’

We often tell ourselves that if Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) appeared, we would certainly accept his commands,
join his army, and wait for his orders to execute. However, is this true?
Even now, Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance) is present
and has issued directives to carry out obligatory acts and avoid
prohibitions, such as backbiting, lying, slander, wastefulness,
forbidden music, and so on. We must recognize that we are already in
the presence of Imam Mahdi and all the other Imams (peace be upon
them) since they are alive and witnessing our activities. They see us,
but we cannot see them. There is no need to wait for orders to combat
the enemy before coming to Imam Mahdi's help; he has already given
us the command to struggle against our lower selves. What bigger
enemy than ourselves may draw us towards evil? So, let us look at
these assertions within ourselves right now. Let us be honest: What do

we perceive within ourselves?

160




9- The Ninth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Complete Disavowal
of the Enemies and not Befriending Them, Even in One’s Heart

We have traditionally concentrated a lot on allegiance (Tawalli). All
Shias adore the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and have
demonstrated this love in a variety of ways, including following their
orders, holding rituals on the births and martyrdom anniversaries of
the Imams (peace be upon them), visiting their shrines, donating food,
and so on. However, disavowal (Tabarri) and aversion to enemies may
occur less frequently or emphatically, even though this declaration of
disavowal and hatred for enemies should include foes from early Islam
to current and future adversaries. It should be not only verbal but also
heartfelt and practical. In truth, allegiance and disavowal are like two

wings; you cannot fly with only one.

Allah states in verses 1 and 2 of Surah Al-Mumtahanah:
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“O you who have faith! Do not take My enemy and your enemy for
friends, [secretly] offering them affection, if you have set out for jihad
in My way and to seek My pleasure, for they have certainly denied
whatever has come to you of the truth, expelling the Apostle and you,
because you have faith in Allah, your Lord. You secretly nourish
affection for them, while I know well whatever you hide and whatever

you disclose, and whoever among you does that has certainly strayed

from the right way.”

Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) is quoted:
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"Whenever you want to know if you have any good in you, look at
your heart. If you love those who obey Allah and despise those who
sin, you have good qualities, and Allah loves you. If you despise those
who obey Allah and like those who sin, there is no good in you, and

Allah dislikes you. Everyone is with the one they love.!

According to Imam Mahdi's instructions (may Allah speed his
reappearance), we are strongly advised to recite Ziyarat Ashura and
Ziyarat Jami'ah, as Ziyarat Ashura provides a good perspective on
friendship and enmity. Ziyarat Jami'ah instills in us a proper
understanding of the Imams (peace be upon them), which leads to
knowledge of the Imam. When one understands and attains this
knowledge, their friendship with the Imam and the Imam's followers
grows. Of course, the disavowal of foes is emphasized in Ziyarat

Jami'ah.

9-1- Disavowal in Ziyarat Ashura

Aside from situations where individual names are listed for cursing
and disavowal in Ziyarat Ashura, occurrences of disavowal are
specifically indicated. Even in stating said names, there are things to

consider. This means that anyone who acts like Yazid should be

! Kulayni, Muhammad ibn Ya’qub, Al-Kafi, Vol. 2, pp. 126-127.
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disavowed even now. However, the cases emphasized for disavowal in

Ziyarat Ashura can be classified into the following categories:

First, disavow those who established oppression against the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them), which includes all oppressors over the
world, because the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) were opposed to

oppression and tyranny.

Second, all opponents of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them),
including those who killed them and current adversaries in the present
age, because contemporary enemies are followers of the same people.
Those who lived during Imam Hussein's (peace be upon him) age
intended to end the line of Imamate and Wilayah by martyring him.
Today, enemies who oppose the ideology of the infallible Imams
(peace be upon them) and are opposed to Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) want to prevent the establishment of his
global government of justice and have already planned to hinder and

eliminate him, unaware that:
1/. 2 e:.ﬂb/ s 0 £ - wAa v s A G.J w“/a - -] 2 & - - - 08 e - R
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Even if they are unable to kill the Imam, these enemies of the present
age will undermine and erase the philosophy and path of the infallible

Imams (peace be upon them).

' Surah At-Tawbah, Verse 33.
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Third: Those who did not fight against the Ahl al-Bayt but provided
their opponents with the means of war (prepared and saddled the

horses).

Today, individuals who engage in cultural warfare and soft war, as well
as those who develop the weapons for this cultural war, are among the
enemy from whom we must distance ourselves. Those who promote
un-Islamic clothing styles should recognize that they have all become
tools of the enemy. Many apparent Shias and Ahl al-Bayt supporters,
for the sake of profit and more money, have joined the adversaries by
encouraging corruption and numerous clothing styles that damage
modesty and hijab. These people are either ignorant or pretending to
be sleeping. Those involved in and producing satellite networks that
spread corruption, as well as various deviant channels in messaging
apps that spread enemy thoughts and materials, propagate false
mysticism, or promote atheism, are among those who prepare the
enemy's war equipment, and we must distance ourselves from and

disavow all of them.

'

Fourth: " (Ul 5 veelsl 5 pgelidl 0 5

We not only disavow our opponents but renounce their supporters,
adherents, and friends. Who exactly are the adversaries' followers?

Those who follow their beliefs, those who wear Western trends that
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take away modesty and hijab from the youth and disrupt the family

system—those who adhere to the enemy's false schools of thought.

However, who are the followers? How fascinating that followers have
existed since antiquity! Followers of the enemy's line of thought and
approach wait to hear what they say before copying and sending it to

others, propagating deviant content.
The sentence continues with "and their friends(.Us! 5)." It is worth

noting that those who are friends with the adversary or even those who
like the enemy's ideas and materials on the internet should also be
disavowed. This means we must denounce the enemy and those who
are friends with him. These people, even if they are not enemies, like
the enemy's acts or thoughts, most likely lack the opportunity or
bravery to be foes; otherwise, the same thoughts and approaches run
through their hearts and brains. As a result, these people are likewise
hazardous, and friendship with them allows these thoughts to spread

to us; therefore, we should avoid them.

Fifth, those who deposed the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) from
their unique position: Those who portrayed the Imamate and Wilayah
as merely an ordinary succession to the Prophet (peace be upon him
and his family) and distanced people from the proper knowledge of the
Imam's position, scientifically, spiritually and morally, betrayed the

infallible Imams (peace be upon them) to the greatest extent. When
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Wilayah was reduced to the authority of a non-infallible person to
manage society, people believed that anybody could be an Imam and
leader, resulting in an injustice to the rights of the infallible Imams
(peace be upon them) and their position of Wilayah. What disasters
befell the Imams and their followers! The consequences of this still

linger and have misled many Muslims off the path of truth.

9-2- Disavowal in Ziyarat Jami’ah Kabirah

In Ziyarat Jami’ah Kabirah we read:
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However, the following are instances of disavowal in this Ziyarat:

“Loyal to you and your loyalists, hateful to your enemies and hostile

to them”

o &
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“A disbeliever in your enemy and in what you disbelieved in”

Da 8 L8 6
“I have insight into your high position and the misguidance of your

opponents”’
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((;’Q?/L;- Z}; :JS&:.G.' /j ;':<.~t.l.* ’HW?:O }))
“I nullify what you nullified”
((h V.«.Ua.v:w BT L;.‘ : pa...nu )
“I am at war with whoever fought you”
((}_ﬂ{:)l.;- 1];.5 ;;.;—))
“I am with you, with you, not with anyone else (your enemy)”
«(;3}3.;) ng& @ Y }KMJ - ev_iwj ad)
“I declare my innocence before God Almighty from your enemies, from

the Jibt and the Taghut”
P ol ey PR e e )
(Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated that:
«iu}lb j.;_e | JAT LJJ.; J:.su ;._§>uj ~ (.Slp- i}%»
“Any ruler who rules other than us, the Ahl al-Bayt is a tyrant”).
“And the devils and their party, who are unjust to you and deny your

right”
((v_‘id_;d/u.a.ub;‘\ ;:Q u_”_‘._i/l_LH );._@HJ;- F u__lal__wj\ 9
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“And those who depart from your guardianship, and usurpers your

inheritance, (and) those who doubt you, (and) those who deviate from

2

you’.
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“I also seek refuge from a confidant and a refuge other than You”

«I:lv.‘(;;; 4.;;.)) ‘_}3 u-‘ }»

z

“And everyone who is obeyed except you”
.«(3\}_..: CUa_: L}% 9

“And from the imams who call to the fire”

Q| S S [S [[JND- WSOR VS (-S| S

-

However, why are allegiance (Tawalli) and disavowal (Tabarri) so
significant? Because it leads to compliance or disobedience to the
Imam's directives, and obedience to the Imam's order is obedience to

Allah
oyl TT U8 (ST ey Al ae U8 (SUar e alll T M o seld
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"Whoever obeys you has obeyed Allah, and whoever disobeys you has
disobeyed Allah, and whoever loves you loves Allah, and whoever is

hostile to you is hostile to Allah".

We must question ourselves how much we love our adversaries, the
West, Western civilization, etc. Let us be honest in answering this
question so that we can identify the source of the problem and close
the channel of Satan's influence. Do we value order, progress, and
technology more than those who use technology to commit mass
murder, slaughter innocent children in unjust wars, and destroy their
homes and schools? Who uses unjust sanctions to violate the rights of
both children and adults? Let us separate these in our thinking and
clarify our stance toward the enemy, increasing our detestation of
them. Let us seriously consider what practical action we have in our

record of actions of disavowal from opponents.

! Excerpts from Ziyarat Jami’ah Kabirah.
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10- The Tenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Allegiance (Tawalli)
and Friendship with the Ahl al-Bayt (Peace be Upon Them),
Particularly Love for Imam Mahdi (May Allah Hasten His
Reappearance).

In the previous section, we discussed disavowal and professing
aversion and loathing in voice, action, and thinking against the
enemies of Islam and the Imams (peace be upon them). In this section,
we examine allegiance (Tawalli). Allegiance implies to love and to be

in love.
"0 Al S ) (3T e I B

“Say, ‘I do not ask you any reward for it except the love of [my]

relatives.’”

! Surah Ash-Shura — Verse 23
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Allegiance entails a love for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and
friendship with them and their friends.

The Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) stated:

S e el 05 e L e 0 e
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"No servant has faith unless I am dearer to him than himself, and my

progeny is dearer to him than his progeny, and my family is dearer to

him than his own family, and my essence is dearer to him than his

essence."

If one realizes that the gifts and graces we receive are due to the
existence of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), how
can they not have a special love for him? How can one not feel a
special affection for someone who elevates intelligence and fills the
world with justice and equality? How can one not admire the avenger
of Imam Hussein's (peace be upon him) blood, who sacrificed himself
and his family to deliver us the wisdom and growth Allah desired? We
all admire such a high character and human nurturer. In Shia culture,
the link between the infallible Imam and the Shias has existed since

creation. A hadith from Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) reads:

! Mizan al-Hikmah, Vol. 2, (peace be upon him and his family) 236, Hadith 3199.
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"May Allah bestow His special favor on our Shias. They were formed
from the excess of our nature, and their existence was kneaded with
the water of our guardianship (wilayah). Moreover, as a result, they

rejoice in our joy while mourning our sadness and grief."

Shias and Imams (peace be upon them) share a two-way heart
connection. Imam Ali (peace be upon him) remarked to Rumaylah, one

of his companions,
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"O Rumaylah, whenever a believer falls ill, we also fall ill, and his

sorrow and grief make us sorrowful and sad, and for every prayer he

makes, we say "Amen" after it, and if he does not pray, we pray for
him".
Abu Basir, one of Imam Sadiq's associates (peace be upon him), says:

Ll e wmf\dw L,Mgﬁ,og_eﬁu\f;wdﬁ\,r&uggc A J e

! Shajarat Tuba, Vol. 1, p. 3
2 Muntaha al-Amal, Vol. 2, p. 491. Khusaybi, Al-Hidayah al-Kubra, p.157.
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"In a gathering, I asked His Holiness: Sometimes I become sad or
happy for no specific reason, what is the cause?" His Holiness replied,
"This sadness and happiness that sometimes comes to you is the effect
of that sorrow and joy that is created in us; and since you and we are

both created from the light of Allah Almighty, these states of ours also
affect you."!

Knowledge of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), particularly
attention to the meaning of Ziyarat Jami'ah Kabirah, which is about the
characteristics of the Imam, participation in Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them) gatherings, daily and regular internal dialogue with them,
and seeking their intercession are all ways to deepen this love. Reading
literature about the practical and moral behavior of the Ahl al-Bayt
(peace be upon them) is also an excellent method to get to know them
and develop your heart connection. However, the love and affection

must be exhibited.

! Mizan al-Hikmah, Vol. 2, p. 400.
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10-1- Certain Methods to Exhibit Love for the Ahl al-Bayt and
Imam Mahdi (Peace be Upon Them)
Here, we discuss Methods to exhibit love for the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be

upon them), particularly Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his return).

10-1-1- Complete Obedience

First and foremost, love is obedience, and the most essential criterion
of love is obeying the Imam. Is it possible to love someone yet
constantly upset them by acting against their wishes? Imam Bagqir

(peace be upon him) remarked to Jabir,

5 Al A o U G G T AT R U5 O e ol e T
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"0 Jabir! Is it enough for someone to simply claim to be a Shi’a and
say they love us, the Ahl al-Bayt? By God, our true Shi’a are only those
who avoid disobeying God and who obey Him. O Jabir! Our followers
are recognized by their humility, reverence, trustworthiness, constant
remembrance of God, fasting, prayer, kindness to their parents, and
attending to their needy neighbors..."... Jabir says: "I told the Imam
that if a true Shia should have such attributes, I do not know anyone
who possesses them all now! "The Imam warned Jabir: "Beware!
Refrain from letting these varied approaches (incorrect views shared
by groups of people) derail your course. It is not enough to declare, "I
love Ali (peace be upon him) and have accepted his guardianship,"
and then not take action! For the Prophet (peace be upon him and his
family) is superior to Ali (peace be upon him). If someone claims to
love the Prophet (peace be upon him) but does not follow the Prophet's
(peace be upon him) path, such love does not have even the most minor
influence on his condition! So have divine piety and obey what He has
commanded, there is no kinship between Allah and any individual. The

most cherished servants of Allah are the most pious and obedient of
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them... Those who obey Allah are our friends, and those who disobey
Allah are our enemies. There is no way to achieve wilayah except by

practicing virtues and refraining from vices.!.”

10-1-2- Discussing the Imam's Virtues and Merits

According to Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him),
H@}M\ﬂ@t@’y@g;é;&jiﬁsj o‘té&ﬁl;t_éjﬁ;)\ L;:;i;;tii»
o) o = PSR ENCIRHE s s S e Ay
(3 Loy f{u&i PERCIRE
“the right of one who has done good to you and aided you is to thank
him, mention his excellent deed, introduce him to people with nice

words, and pray genuinely for him between yourself and your God. So,

if you do this, you have privately and openly praised him, and if you

can repay his excellent deed in action with goodness one day, do so.””

According to Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (peace be upon him),

22
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' Usul al-Kafi 2/ 75.
2 Makarim al-Akhlaq, 422,
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"Nothing is more difficult for Iblis and his forces than the meeting of
believing brothers. Indeed, two believers encounter each other while
contemplating Allah, and then they recall our virtues. At this moment,
no healthy flesh is left on Iblis' face, and his evil spirit is reduced to
pleading because of the excruciating anguish it is experiencing. Then
the angels of heaven and the treasurers of paradise notice and curse
him until only no archangel remains that has not cursed him, and he

falls humiliated, remorseful, and rejected' ”.

10-1-3- Being Sorrowful, Weeping, and Inciting Others to Weep in
the Absence of the Imam

According to Al-Kafi, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) said,
@ Jormw 33l U OloS 5 Balis W Ty e Lol o glll 00
"The person who is sorrowful for us, whose grief and sorrow is due to

the oppression inflicted upon us, his breathing is (like) glorification of

god, and his concern for our affair is worship, and his concealment of

' Usul al-Kafi, 188/2 H 7.
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our secret is jihad in the way of Allah.!.” Indeed, when someone loves
their Imam, they are saddened because of the separation and absence
of the beloved and the grief that enters the Imam's heart. Although
believers are always cheery, they carry a secret grief in their hearts.
Weeping over the calamity of any Imam is following the Imam
afterward and performing their right. Crying for Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him), in particular, fulfills Imam Mahdi's (may Allah speed
his reappearance) right, as he likewise cries every morning and
evening for his noble ancestor's calamity. According to a hadith by

Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon him),
sl KT Lt e e Y Bl Ll s e S 5 KSL L s e S
(Ol el Loims T 5 el 0 Sz b o S

"Every eye on the Day of Resurrection will be weeping, and every eye
[out of concern] will be awake, except the eye of one whom Allah has
distinguished with His honor and who has wept over the violation of
sanctity that happened to Hussein (peace be upon him) and the

Prophet's family."

Indeed, an awaiter is saddened by the oppression done to Imam Mahdi

(may Allah hasten his reappearance) and the fact that people have

! Usul al-Kafi 2/226 Chapter on Concealment H 16 / Mikyal al-Makarim Vol. 2 p. 209.
2 Sheikh Sadugq, Al-Khisal, corrected by Ali Akbar Ghaffari, Hadith Arba'mi'ah, p. 625.
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forgotten him. Therefore, weeping for Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten
his reappearance), remembering him, and causing others to weep are
among the duties of the awaiters because weeping and causing others

to weep keeps the Imam's memory alive in people’s hearts.

It is said that Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) used to mourn at his
separation from Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) and
the deviations that occurred among Muslims during his occultation as

if he had lost his child and his heart was on fire.!

10-1-4- Attending and Holding Gatherings for the Remembrance
of the Imam

Imam Reza (peace be upon him) said:
(8 gl o s il J Ul b Ly Lk o )

"Whoever sits at a gathering where our name is kept alive, on the day

when hearts die, their heart shall not diée®".

It has been reported that the Prophet of Allah (peace be upon him and
his family) stated,

S s 106 €l 5L Ly ¢ Al gy b 4506 501 5L, s 150D
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! Kamal al-Din 352/2 Chapter 33 H 50. Mikyal al-Makarim Vol. 2 p. 221 and 222.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 44, p. 278.
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"Wander among the gardens of Paradise.” They questioned, "O
Messenger of Allah, what are the gardens of Paradise?" He responded,

"Recital gatherings".

Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) stated that:
S5 0] e e sl T e bl (ol 1 S50 W e 3 a3 e Lo
(ke Vs 5 0

“any group that attends a gathering and does not remember Allah, the
Mighty, and Majestic and does not send blessings upon their Prophet,

the gathering shall be a source of regret and a burden for them.?”

Moreover, Abu Ja'far al-Baqir (peace be upon him) said:” Indeed,
remembering us is (among the instances of) remembering Allah, while
remembering our foes is (among the instances of) Satan's

remembrance.

Some of us attend gatherings rather than organize them. If our means
allow, or even if we cannot do so at home, we should take action to
establish gatherings in mosques and Husseiniyahs where the virtues

and remembrance of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance)

! Bihar al-Anwar: 93 / 163 / 42.

2 Usul al-Kafi 2: 497.

3 Usul al-Kafi 2/ 497 H 2 / Mikyal al-Makarim Vol. 2 p. 211 and 212.
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are mentioned.! At the very least we should assist in the establishment

of these gatherings with financial contributions or manual assistance.

Several mourning events are performed in memory of Imam Hussein
(peace be upon him), Lady Fatima Zahra (peace be upon her), Abbas
(peace be upon him), Hadith al-Kisa, Ziyarat Ashura, Quran recitation,
and so on. However, how many mourning gatherings and speeches
have been made purely to revive the memory of Imam Mahdi (may

Allah speed his reappearance), the current Imam of the age?

10-1-5- Content Creation and Distribution on the Virtues and
Defense of Imam Mahdi (Peace be Upon Him)

Historically, composing and reciting poetry in tribute to great figures
was popular. Poetry still has a special place in people's hearts, and it is
employed in many types of Maddahi (ceremonial singing or eulogy)
to remind hearts of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him). Imam Sadiq

(peace be upon him) is quoted as saying,
A 5 W o e g B L B L

"No one composes a verse of poetry about us unless they are backed

and aided by the Holy Spirit'”.

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 214.
2 Wasa'il al-Shi'a, 10:467, following Hadith 2.
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Imam Reza (peace be upon him) is also reported to have said:

(S & @bgu‘w\wﬁwwdu o)

"For each believer who composes poetry honoring us, Allah would
create a home in Paradise seven times the size of this world, where

every archangel and prophet will visit him"".

Indeed, other types of texts, such as articles and books, can now be
produced as various audio and video files with excellent graphics,
animation, and so on, as well as any up-to-date and appealing content
creation about Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him), are all examples of
the duties of those awaiting Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him). The
enemy spreads corruption and immorality through various media
outlets, including social media, films, series, children's cartoons, and
even unsuitable video games. As a result, combating the opponent and
creating appealing religious content in whatever form is essential.
Some underestimate games, yet because they include repetition and
are played several times on different days, they can help internalize
things more effectively. Even those not participating in production
should contribute financially to offset the costs if they have the means,
or if funds are unavailable, they could distribute free religious

information. Many social media channels have as many followers as

! Wasa'il al-Shi'a, 10:467, following Hadith 3 / Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 215.
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dozens of mosques and Husseiniyahs. Today, when the enemy attempts
to divert and intellectually deviate our youth, creating youth-friendly
and appealing material on social media using cutting-edge
technologies is very important. Furthermore, sharing this content can
contribute considerably to preserving Imam Mahdi's (peace be upon
him) remembrance. Of course, in distribution, the rights of the author
or the person who created the film, animation, etc., should be
considered, and only those with permission for free distribution should
be shared. However, religious authorities have differing views on this
matter, and everyone can consult their Marja's fatwa. Translating and
distributing produced information internationally, both in print and
electronically/online, is another issue that requires considerable
consideration. Now that we are in the era of artificial intelligence, and
since these intelligent software programs rely predominantly on
English, it is preferable to have more affluent and comprehensive
information in foreign languages to defend the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them) and the Shia School of thought. On the other hand, many
Muslims living in other nations can profit from this information.
International accessibility should be addressed when distributing.
Occasionally, you may share content with your family or upload it to
YouTube, a global platform. Indeed, a true awaiter's vision is
comprehensive, expansive, and global, yet they must pay attention to

their family and those around them.
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However, it is crucial to note that some have forgotten themselves and,
instead of self-purification, are only concerned with instructing others
and copy-pasting content on social media without pondering on the
material they have read and wish to share. If someone does not act on
what they say, how can they expect others to listen to and act on their

words?

10-1-6 - Following Etiquette Towards the Imam and Standing Up
When His Name Is Mentioned

Referring to the Imam by his titles, such as Sahib al-Zaman, Huyjjat,
Qa'im, and so on, rather than mentioning his name directly, is among
the recommended practices.! Furthermore, according to certain
narrations, when Imam Sahib al-Zaman (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) was named in Imam Sadiq's (peace be upon him)
gathering, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stood up to demonstrate

respect and reverence for the name of that Imam.?

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, pp. 152-179.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, 44:278 / Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 216.
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10-1-7 - Requesting Knowledge of the Imam of the Age (May God
Hasten his Reappearance) from God and Continuously Pursuing
It

Among the obligatory rights of the Imam of the age (may God hasten
his reappearance) upon the Shi'a is acquiring knowledge and
understanding of him, because he must be recognized as the leader
obligatory to obey to close the path for false claimants. Imam Sadiq

(peace be upon him) states:
G e o 5803 5edl Y 5 O D e LY e Lol 5 sl Lasl O
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"Indeed, the best and most obligatory duty upon a person is to know
the Lord and acknowledge servitude to Him... and then to know the
messenger of God and testify to his prophethood... and then to know
the Imam whom you follow by his attributes and name in times of

hardship and ease".
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) said,

(adal> 1.:.\» ol 6l fm g_eﬁ (.J 5ol L,;»

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 171 / Mizan al-Hikmah (Arabic), Vol. 1, p. 171.
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"Whoever dies without recognizing the Imam of his time has died of

" However, knowledge of the Imam is a science whose

ignorance
light Allah places in our hearts, and this knowledge can be obtained
from Allah through prayer to direct us down the right road.? The Imam
cannot be grasped and comprehended in the manner befitting the
Imamate, yet a concise account of this knowledge is provided in the
Ziyarat Jami'ah Kabirah. Additionally, knowledge of the Imam fosters
love and affection for the Imam, facilitates obedience to divine
commandments and directions, and imbues it with the soul. However,
the Imam's vast existence is not easily understood; thus, praying for
knowledge of the Imam is essential. Sheikh Kulayni and others have

quoted from Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) that he taught Zurarah

this prayer to recite during the Shia's occultation and trial:

6 STy, e V.@.U\ s o el oS g ool B SLE e V'@U‘”
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"O Allah, make Yourself known to me, for if You do not make Yourself

known to me, I shall not know Your Messenger." O Allah, make Your

Messenger known to me since if You do not, I will not be able to

!'Sayyid ibn Tawus, Al-Igbal bil-A'mal al-Hasanah, 1994, Vol. 2, p. 252; Sheikh Saduq, Kamal
al-Din, 1975, Vol. 2, p. 410; Kulayni, Al-Kafi, 1429 AH, Vol. 3, p. 58.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 228.
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understand Your proof (Imam). O Allah, make Your Proof apparent to

me; if You do not, I will deviate from my religion".

10-1-8 - Charity on behalf of Imam Mahdi (May Allah Hasten His
Reappearance) and Charity with the Intention of Imam Mahdi's
Well-Being

Those awaiting should perform two actions: offering charity on Imam
Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his reappearance) behalf and giving charity
for Imam Mahdi's well-being. The distinction between these two
scenarios becomes evident with some contemplation. Giving charity,
like performing other recommended acts, can be done on behalf of
Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), but in the second
case, we give charity for the well-being of Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance), just as we would for the health of one of our
loved ones. Sheikh Saduq in his gatherings narrates from the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him), who said:

L4513 o 4.:.‘/1 1,;—? u.?\b /Q)Q 9 cd.;i o “:jl 1,.;-1
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! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 228.
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“No servant truly believes until I am more beloved to him than himself,
my family is more beloved to him than his own family, my progeny is
more beloved to him than his progeny, and my essence is more beloved

to him than his essence.’”

As aresult, just as we offer charity for our own and our families' well-
being, we should also give charity to Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten
his reappearance), and in general, all charity should be first intended

for Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) well-being.

10-1-9 - Conducting Hajj on behalf of Imam Mahdi (May Allah
Hasten His Reappearance) or Appointing a Deputy

One of the most admirable things a person may do for Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance) is perform Hajj on his behalf.
Even those unable to conduct Hajj can appoint a deputy to perform
Hajj on Imam Mahdi's behalf. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) was
questioned on whether there is any benefit for someone who does the

Hajj on behalf of another.

! Amali, 201; Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, pp. 253-260.
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He responded: "Whoever undertakes Hajj on behalf of another enjoys
the recompense of 10 Hajj pilgrimages, and he, his father, mother, son,
daughter, brother, sister, fraternal uncle, fraternal aunt, and maternal
uncle and aunt are forgiven, for Allah is generous and gracious".

Furthermore, one of the recommended deeds is to perform Tawaf on

Imam Mahdi's (PBUH) behalf or to send a deputy to do so?.

According to Musa ibn Qasim,
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! Al-Faqgih, Vol. 2, p. 144.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 280.
190

—— T ’

I



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

Sl el s g S o L 0 e e L
B e fij\ 5 03 Ui @U’ﬁ/m\ ’;ﬁf’i lﬁg'j\ fog; g L;M L e JaeLds Cdu
dww\rj@)jtwb&‘fwa)};ﬁbaj& ;wluﬁ&w Gd:ljl E-J_QJL;

@t u\ JALL;« =G 1},.4_97 :ub Iia u" J&MA

"I told Abu Ja'far al-Thani (Imam Jawad) (peace be upon him) that 1
wanted to perform Tawaf on behalf of you and your father. However,
they claim that performing Tawaf on behalf of the successors was
unacceptable. He said, "No, perform as much Tawaf as possible; it is
acceptable." After three years, I told him, "I asked your permission to
perform Tawaf on behalf of you and your father, and you agreed. [
performed Tawaf on your behalf to the fullest extent that Allah
permitted, but then something more occurred to me, and I acted on it."
The Imam inquired: "What was it?" [ said: "One day, I performed
Tawaf three times on behalf of the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him), on the second day on behalf of Amir al-Mu'minin (peace be upon
him), on the third day on behalf of Imam Hasan (peace be upon him),
on the fourth day on behalf of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him), on
the fifth day on behalf of Ali ibn al-Hussein, on the sixth day on behalf
of Abu Ja'far Muhammad ibn Ali, on the seventh day on behalf of Ja'far
Muhammad, on the eighth day on behalf of your father Musa ibn Ja'far,
on the ninth on behalf of your father Ali ibn Musa, and on the tenth
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day on your behalf, O my master. These are those whom [ believe in
their (Walayah) guardianship" He stated: "Then, by Allah, you believe
in a religion that Allah does not accept from His followers other than
it." I stated: "Sometimes I made Tawaf on behalf of your mother Fatima
(peace be upon her), and sometimes I did not." He said, "Increase this

act, for it is, God willing, one of the best things you can do"".

10-1-10 - Performing Ziyarat on Behalf of Imam Mahdi (May
Allah Hasten His Reappearance) or Appointing a Deputy for
Ziyarat on His Behalf

Another approach for an awaiter to exhibit love for their Imam is to
visit the shrines of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) and
the infallible Imams (peace be upon them) on behalf of Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance) or to send a deputy to conduct
Ziyarat on his behalf.?> If we can perform the Ziyarat ourselves, the
outcome will be different. However, we are unable or unwilling to visit
the shrine daily. In that case, we might take advantage of the
opportunity afforded by holy shrine personnel who perform proxy
Ziyarat. We might request an online proxy Ziyarat on behalf of the Ahl

! Al-Kafi: Vol. 4, p. 314, Book of Hajj, Chapter on Tawaf and Hajj on behalf of the Imams
(PBUT).
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, pp. 265-267.
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al-Bayt (peace be upon them), particularly Imam Mahdi (may Allah

hasten his reappearance).

10-1-11 — Striving to Serve the Imam

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) remarked,

(Sl ¢u PENEADE N AR

"If I see in his time, I shall serve him my entire life". This hadith
demonstrates Imam Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his reappearance)
virtue and rank, as well as the fact that serving him is one of the highest
forms of worship, to the point where even Imam Sadiq (peace be upon
him), whose entire life was devoted to worshipping and serving God,
spoke in this manner about serving the Imam. Allah says in the

concluding section of Surah Al-Hajj verse 40,

" e By
“Allah will surely help those who help Him. Indeed Allah is all-strong,
all-mighty”.

Since Allah does not require assistance, one manifestation of this verse

is assisting the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and supporting

! Ibn Abi Zaynab al-Nu'mani, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, Al-Ghaybah, p. 245, Tehran, Saduq
Publication, First Edition, 1976.
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Allah's faith. According to Imam Muhammad Baqir (peace be upon
him), the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) said:

G o s O U] sl 5 aslel dellall as dgom  Js J1 > 5 50 Al L Lo
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"Allah, the Mighty, and Glorious, does not look at any of His friends
who has exerted himself'in obedience and goodwill to his Imam except
that he will be with us in the highest companionship (in Paradise,

among the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs, and the righteous)"".

Serving the Imam might entail cultural activities and service with one's
life and fortune. Gifting a portion of one's fortune to Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) and continuing to do so is one of the
most highly recommended deeds. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)

states,
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"Whoever believes that the Imam needs what is in people's hands is a

disbeliever." Instead, the people rely on the Imam to accept them.

' Usul al-Kafi 1/404.
2 Al-Kafi (Dar al-Hadith), vol.2. p.711.
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Allah, the Mighty, and Majestic have declared, “Take charity from

» ]

their possessions to cleanse them and purify them thereby, ...

Indeed, the Imam, like the Prophet (peace be upon him), is not
compensated by anyone for his leadership and Imamate. However, the
wealth that reaches the Imam, such as Khums, presents, and so on, is
utilized by the Imam, who is the custodian of Muslims, to spread Islam,
attend to the issues of the needy, establish justice, and do whatever is
best for the people. Now that Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) is in occultation, those who wish to show their loyalty
to him may, in addition to the obligatory financial rights stipulated by
Islamic law, use their riches to propagate religious and cultural
concerns or to assist needy believers on his behalf. The reward of doing
these actions returns to the waiter, as it is they who will grow
spiritually. If an awaiter serves the believers and makes them happy,
this is the same as serving Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his

reappearance).

10-1-12- Prayer as a Gift to the Imam
One can offer a particular prayer (for example, two rak'ahs per day) as
a present to Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) (or other

infallible, peace be upon them). This prayer has no time or limit, and

! The first part of verse 103 of Surah At-Tawbah.
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anyone can participate based on their love and abilities. Although the
Imam does not need this prayer, it is appropriate for us to say it as a
thank you and gratitude for the blessing of guidance via him. We are
not beholding Imam by doing this since, while clouds also rain on the
sea, they are not beholden to the sea as the clouds are made out of
seawater. This gift prayer has no specific form and can be offered in
the same way as the morning prayer; nevertheless, unique prayers at
various times with special recitals have been mentioned in this regard,

as seen in the appendix.!

10-1-13- Constantly Remembering the Imam and Internal
Dialogue

It should be emphasized that the Imam (peace be upon him) is
watching and witnessing us, and he is aware of our circumstances,
motions, and stillness. So, too, we should keep the Imam in front of
our eyes, look at him from deep within our hearts, perform our
responsibilities to him, and at all times consider him Allah's seeing eye
and listening ear.> We discussed an internal discussion with Imam
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) in the section on

remembering Allah and the Imams (peace be upon them) day and

! The explanation of these prayers is given in Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, pp. 317-321.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 362.
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night. However, we reiterate it again because of its significance. One
who is confident that his Imam is alive has authority over him and is a
witness starts his day with a greeting to the Imam and the Al-Ahd
Prayer, asks the master what work he should do for him today, speaks
in his heart to him about his problems and difficulties, seeks solutions
from him, appeals to him to be an intermediary with Allah's, asks him
to seek forgiveness for him, and in short, expresses affection and love

to him 1n his heart like a kind father.

Salutations and blessings (Salawat) to the Imam can be expressed

using expressions such as © (z£) Olel cxlo Law 5 WV o Jo oglll

Additionally, praying for success to send blessings upon him and

encouraging others to do so are among the recommended practices.!

Lady Fatima Zahra (peace be upon her) stated,

&w}iﬁrj}%ﬂ‘ 4.:.‘1 u.o)%“‘g C)‘}‘:.J\ L;O U’; fo.i;j o‘)j.'vj 43.;.)/4.*.‘ LS:\'”;:“‘ UJ.;?-T))
s &

"Praise Allah, whose vastness and light require that the dwellers of the

heavens and earth seek means (to approach Him), and we (Ahl al-

Bayt) are His vessel among His creation'™.

! Source: Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 314.
2 Sharh Nahj al-Balagha by Ibn Abi al-Hadid, Vol. 16, p. 211.
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As aresult, all wishes, including acceptance of repentance and material
and spiritual wishes, should be addressed by appealing to the Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them), particularly Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance). According to narrations, someone wrote to

Abu al-Hasan (Imam Hadi) (may Allah hasten his reappearance):
itz O Lo Lo aalo] ] ity O Sy o 3 01 02Ul e ! T ) S 26
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"A person aspires to discuss private needs and secrets with his Imam,
just as he enjoys sharing with his Lord." The Imam responded in
writing: "If you have a need, move your lips (as if saying it), then the

solution will come to you".

10-1-14- Prayer

Several prayers have been introduced for the period of occultation.
Here, we will concentrate on a few prayers. The "Mikyal Al-Makarim"
contains prayers for Imam Mahdi's reappearance (may Allah speed his

return).

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 326 / p. 378.
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10-1-14-1- Prayer for Imam Mahdi's Health and Reappearance
(May Allah Accelerate His Return)

One of the tasks of those waiting for the Imam is to pray for his health
and reappearance. The most commonly said prayer for reappearance is
for Imam Mahdi's health (may Allah hasten his reappearance).
However, the prayer offered with the goal of the Imam's reappearance

1s as follows:
L e

(This prayer, along with other prayers, is included in its entirety in the

appendix).

It should be noted that prayer is highly effective, and no prayer should

conclude without praying for the reappearance.

10-1-14-2- Prayer to Prevent Forgetting the Imam

We should ask Allah, the Almighty, to keep us from forgetting about
Imam Mahdi. Some sins may cause us to lose the Imam's
remembrance. Thus, we should pray to Allah to protect us from sins

that lead us to forget the Imam.'.

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 367.
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10-1-14-3- Prayer During Occultation.
In the book "Muha;j al-Da'awat," Sayyid Jalil Ibn Tawus narrates that

it was said to pray in the era of occultation as follows:
Ul T 805 e s SO e 5 Sy e 5 SO e ol
Sl B 35 U ST e e i Ul e85 G UL ST U el L 1) 3
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10-1-14-4- Persistence in Chanting the Qariq (Drowning Person's)
Prayer

Abdullah ibn Sinan quotes Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him):

Sl G A el 3 1 U e o U (s oLl U5 (s oo W 0503 s (Kt
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"Soon a doubt will come to you in which you will have neither a clear

sign nor a guiding leader, and no one will be spared from that

uncertainty save the one who raises his hands in prayer like a

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 230.
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drowning person!" 1 inquired, "How is the drowning person's prayer?"

He stated, "You say: "«ys e o8 od il Clie b s b Ol L il )"
Lalso said "us e 5 w3 Sl 5 ol Clie b s b Ol L il b
The Imam said, "Allah the Exalted is ' Lol 5 o3l _Lis ', but say as [

said: 'S Jo A5 oyl Ll

10-1-14-5- The Covenant Prayer (Dua al-Ahd)
The Covenant Prayer is a request to renew the covenant with Imam
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance). According to Imam Sadiq

(peace be upon him),

I DG Dl D) g kel UL e 08 2l g T el ) 5
gl 0 T Ty Ll e 6 T 1l LT ST W el 6 5

“whoever recites this prayer for 40 mornings will be one of Imam

Mahdi’s supporters, and if they die before his reappearance, Allah will

resurrect them to go to jihad beside him. For each word of this prayer,

! Sheikh Saduq, Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni'mah, Researcher, Editor: Ghaffari, Ali Akbar,
Vol. 2, pp. 351-352, Tehran, Dar al-Kutub al-Islamiyyah, Second Edition, 1974; Mikyal al-
Makarim, Volume 2, p. 229.
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a thousand good deeds will be inscribed for them, while a thousand

evil deeds will be removed”.! The prayer is presented in the appendix.

10-1-15- Respecting Those Close to and What is Linked to the
Imam

This connection may be physical or spiritual. Thus, respecting the
Alawi Sayyids (descendants of the Prophet), religious scholars, and
believers is equivalent to respecting the Imam.? Also, honoring places
adorned by the Imam's presence, and items associated with him such
as Masjid al-Sahlah, the Great Mosque of Kufa, the blessed cellar in
Samarra, Jamkaran Mosque, Masjid al-Haram, the Tawqi'at (signed
letters attributed to the Imam), the Imam's clothing, and books about

the Imam?>.

10-1-16- Promoting Belief in Mahdism and Making Imam Mahdi
(May God Hasten His Reappearance) Beloved Among the People
Certainly, promoting Mahdism, disseminating an accurate
understanding of awaiting his reappearance, and answering misgivings

about Mahdism is critical throughout occultation, and one should make

! Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, 1403 AH, Vol. 83, p. 284.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 369.
3 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 370.
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every effort in this regard. On the other hand, a person will follow
someone they love sensibly speaking. As a result, it is critical to make
Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance) popular among the

general public. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) is quoted:
T T S plimi 0y Al 1 ol i 9y Wl I 65 e Wl
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"May Allah bless a servant who makes us beloved to people and does
not expose us to their enmity and hostility. Indeed, by Allah, if they
repeated our lovely remarks to others, they would become more
beloved, and no one could blame them. But one of them hears a word

and adds ten words of his own"!.

10-1-17- Expressing Desire to Meet Imam Mahdi (May God
Hasten His Reappearance) with Firmness in Faith, Whether

During His Reappearance or in His Occultation

//////

“O Allah, show me that great beauty and that bright, excellent
forehead...” (Part of the al-Ahd prayer)®.

! Rawdhat al-Kafi, 229, Hadith 293, Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 183.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 284.
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Who would not want such a meeting? A word from the blessed lips of
Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) and witnessing his
generous conduct and ethics have a more significant impact on a
person's body and soul than reading a thousand books. However, in
addition to expressing a desire for the meeting, one should be aware
that it is not possible for everyone during the period of occultation, and
one should refrain from unreasonably begging for it. Expressing
longing and praying is not the same as begging because one's test may
be believing in the unseen and obeying an unknown Imam. However,
praying and expressing a desire to meet the Imam has merits. Amir al-
Mu'minin (peace be upon him), although having lived before the birth
of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance), expressed a
desire to meet him. After explaining some of his characteristics and
indications, ordering devotion to him, and responding to his call, he
exclaimed, "Ah!" and pointed to his chest, expressing his desire to see

him. Ahmad ibn Ibrahim says in another hadith,

i B Ul e W 55 J) S50 Olate o oo o ) 2582 1B
5 e o ams Sl s S SOl Sz U s s S el 5 0T gri G52
] nns oW1 JLs ¥ 5 ] Blats &0l oLl DB el 0 s UL eass ¥ il
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"I expressed my desire to meet our teacher to Abu Ja'far Muhammad
ibn Uthman." He asked me, "Despite your longing, do you want to see
him?" I answered, 'Yes." He said, "May Allah reward you for your
longing and make seeing his face simple for you in good health! O,
Abu Abdullah! Do not beg to see him because you miss him during the
occultation. Please do not request his companionship, this is a divine
mandate, and yielding to it is preferable. However, turn to him through

Ziyarat...".

Furthermore, historical evidence suggests that some believers have
been permitted encounters with the Imam, and books have been
published on this subject. Meetings for individuals do occur from time
to time. However, it is essential to be aware that opportunistic and
deceptive individuals may falsely claim contact with Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance) and use this to exploit others. As

a result, one should remain attentive and take precautions.

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 102, p. 97, Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, pp. 246 and 247.
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11- The Eleventh Responsibility of the Awaiters: Following Imam
Mahdi's Ethics and Conduct (May Allah Hasten His
Reappearance)

The truth of Shi'ism and the truth of being a follower is to emulate and
look to the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) as role models. As a
result, by reading and acting on hadiths that teach us Islamic ethics and
behavior, we can join the true Shi'a of the Imam.! Some of those
awaiting the Imam's return become irritable with their families or those
around them throughout the day due to the hardships they impose on
themselves through prayer and fasting. They are unaware that
following the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) requires good
manners. Purifying oneself from sins and forbidden acts is one stage

while adorning oneself with the beauty of good deeds and noble

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 441.
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character is another stage that should be considered. The Prophet

Muhammad (peace be upon him) stated:

S 131 SOY 1B SIS Ty ¢ el gy U his A0A0 - ) GE CsLa T D

P

"Allah does not accept repentance from an ill-tempered person." It was
questioned, "O Messenger of Allah, why?" He responded, "Because
whenever he repents from one sin, he falls into a worse sin than the

one he repented from.'"

According to Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him), Lugman advised his
son,
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"My son! Avoid impatience, bad temper, and restlessness as no friend
can tolerate these qualities. Be calm and patient in your affairs, be

forbearing in bearing your brothers' hardships, and be kind to all

2n

people.

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 73, p. 299, Hadith 12.
2 Qisas al-Anbiya', p. 195, Hadith 245.
207

—— T

I



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

This great Imam is also reported to have said:

s 20y o) B S il DL 5 e 5 ladle 0 A RV O
"The people of Paradise have four signs: a cheerful face, a gentle
tongue, a kind heart, and a giving hand'".We previously stated in the
characteristics of the pious, as stated by Imam Ali (peace be upon him),
that the pious are well-dressed. Now, a person who has neat clothes
and appearance is cheerful, has a gentle tongue, is kind and good-
natured, and has many good qualities while also being pious, keeping
piety of the eye and guarding their sight from looking at the forbidden,
keeping piety of the tongue, forgiving people's mistakes with patience
and magnanimity, engaging in night prayers and vigils, and so on...
Can such a person more effectively attract hearts to Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) than someone who is pious but lacks
patience, constantly mistreats others, and uses harsh words? When you
pass them, you are bothered by their body odor, etc.? The awaiting
person should examine all their behaviors and ethics. If they are among
the vices, they should record them in a notebook and work to eliminate
them gradually. They can track when they engage in one of these vices
and evaluate themselves at the end of the day or week, gradually
correcting themselves through self-conditioning, self-vigilance, self-

accounting, and self-reproach. To maintain good morals, they can

! Majmi'ah Warram, Vol. 2, p. 91.
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encourage themselves in the same way and, through prayer, ask God

for the continuation and perfection of their excellent character.

Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) declares:

a0 W 3TV L L L e 3 WY L LS W 56 Y5500

//////

"O Allah, do not leave any quality in me that can be faulted without
transforming it into a noble one; and do not leave me incomplete in

any noble quality without completing it!'"

Indeed, how would a person act if they believed a camera was installed
to record their behavior and words at home, work, or elsewhere and
that it would subsequently be aired on television and social media for
all to see? What if they were told that a film of them would be made
and shown to Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his advent) to determine
whether or not he would choose them? Isn't it true that all of a person's
deeds, behaviors, and statements are documented and that our file is
delivered to Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) to see
if the master would choose you? Is it not true that all of a person’s
actions, behaviors, and words are recorded, and that our records reach

Imam Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance)? Isn't it true that this

! Al-Sahifah al-Sajjadiyyah, from Du'a 20.
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list of acts will be disclosed on the Day of Judgment? Of course, a
monotheistic rule states that if a person perceives Allah as always
observing their behavior and speech and regulating them entirely for
God's pleasure rather than reacting to the words and actions of others,

everything will automatically fall into place.
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12- The Twelfth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Serving Muslims,
Imam Lovers, and Serving Family

Helping the lovers of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) is serving and being friendly to the Imam, and
disregarding them are all examples of serving the Imam. In this regard,

the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said:
e e e P
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"Whoever gets up in the morning and does not care about the concerns

of Muslims is not a Muslim, and whoever hears a person's appeal for
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help from Muslims and does not respond positively to his call is not a

Muslim."

According to Imam Musa ibn Ja'far (peace be upon him),
Llsn il S5d WO e 5ad o n Wle o 3l Ll e Sy o
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"Those who cannot visit us should visit our pious followers, and the
reward of visiting us will be recorded for them. And Those who cannot
show kindness to us should show kindness to our pious followers, and

they will receive the reward of showing kindness to us.’”

Also, in Rawdhat al-Kafi, Abu Harun recounts that Imam Sadiq (peace

be upon him) stated to some people in my presence:
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! Mizan al-Hikmah, Vol. 4, p. 531.
2 Kamil al-Ziyarat, p. 319, Chapter 105.
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"What is wrong with you that you disregard us?" At this moment, a
Khorasani rose and stated, "We seek refuge in Allah from disregarding
you or taking any of your directives and directions lightly." The Imam
(peace be upon him) said: "Yes, you are one of those who have
disregarded me.”" He answered, "I want refuge in Allah from
disregarding you!" The Imam said, "May Allah forgive you! Didn't you
hear someone remark to you while we were approaching Juhfah, 'Give
me a ride for roughly a mile (four kilometers), for by Allah, I am
exhausted and worn out.” By Allah, you did not even raise your head
to him and mocked him. Whoever insults a believer insults us and

desecrates Allah, the Mighty and Majestic."!

It is possible to make believers happy by satisfying their financial or
physical requirements, alleviating their sufferings, interceding,
lending, postponing debt collection, maintaining family relationships,
etc. So, suppose a believer intends to make Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) happy by doing these things. In that case, they
will receive both the reward for making believers happy and the reward
for making Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) happy.

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) says,

! Rawdhat al-Kafi, 8/102, Hadith 73.
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e G T e T T s T e T e S N \31;33;{ Sx U
.((u.p Aiﬂ dj:.u/)

"Let none of you think that when he makes a believer happy, he has
only made him happy. He has made us happy, and by Allah, he has
also made the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family)

happy"".

It is also reported from him that:
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"Whoever makes a believer happy has made the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him and his family) happy, and whoever makes the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) happy has
brought that happiness to Allah, and the same is valid for whoever
brings sorrow to a believer"’ It is also mentioned that visiting

righteous believers and greeting them can be done with the intention

of visiting the Imam and greeting him.?

' Usul al-Kafi, 2/189.
2 Usul al-Kafi, 2/192.
3 Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 314.
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One awaiting is not someone who sits in a corner and only recites while
others serve them; faith and good deeds are inextricably linked. The
one who waits sees themselves as a servant to others rather than others
as servants to them. Nonetheless, any good deed he performs will

benefit him.
In verse 46 of Surah Fussilat, Allah says,

Ml ol T W G L o G s "

"Whoever acts righteously, it is for [the benefit of] his own soul, and
whoever does evil, it is to its detriment, and your Lord is not tyrannical

to His servants”.

Service can refer to any good deed. One individual has money and
constructs mosques and hospitals; another contributes to collective
endowments. One teaches others for free, using their knowledge. One
provides free services to others in need one day a week or once a month
in their profession or work. One visits their ailing neighbor and assists
them with their responsibilities. One becomes the catalyst for
reconciliation between two persons who are not on speaking terms.
One cares for their elderly mother. In summary, good deeds and service
extend beyond religious gatherings. The most important thing is to take

advantage of the different times and opportunities to serve.
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It is worthwhile to share a memory here. I recall one day getting into a
cab and the driver playing an audio file of a lecture about Imam Mahdi
(may Allah speed his reappearance). There were other people in the
taxi. When they got off, I queried the driver about the cause of his
actions. The gist of his words was that he played these lectures for his
passengers during the journey. (Not for myself, as I have heard them
many times before. The passengers might think that the driver has
played the recording for himself, and they will listen, willingly or
unwillingly. And what better way than this to convey the truth to those
who might never attend a religious gathering or lecture?) The driver
even had small printed papers on which he had written positive notes,
and he stated that he delivered these writings to persons he believes
are in need or were not in good health and that these writings were
filled with spiritual expression. This driver, instead of driving for mere
employment or indulging in sinful activities such as playing haram
songs, chooses to dedicate his time to benefit God's religion and his
Imam. His selfless dedication is truly inspiring. We have also observed
many others write words to remember God and Imam Mahdi (may
Allah speed his reappearance) on the backs of their automobile
windows. After all, even modest opportunities can be leveraged to

achieve enormous results.

How much work will we do for the Imams (peace be upon them)?

What plans do we have at home, school, university, and employment
216



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

to assist Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his reappearance) and his

Shia?

How much effort have we spent educating and training ourselves, our
children, and our families? How much have we instilled a love for the
Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) in the hearts of our children and
youth?

However, it is worth emphasizing a subtle issue here. Some expecting,
out of tremendous anticipation for their beloved, are constantly
engaged in recitals, prayer, and worship while neglecting to serve their
families, spouses, and children. Due to the lack of affection they
observe from their parents, bad friends may corrupt these people's
children. Because these people are frequently preoccupied with self-
improvement or organizing educational sessions for others, they
ignore their families. However, the most significant impact an awaiting
person can have is on themselves, followed by their family. The family
should be a source of compassion and love to draw people to God. In
addition to compassion and good manners, a pleasant countenance,
and a soothing tongue, helping with domestic duties is very useful in
personal growth and attracting the hearts of spouses and children.
Attention to the spouse and their needs, the rights of children and their
requirements, and the rights of parents are all issues raised in Imam

Sajjad's (peace be upon him) Risalat al-Huquq as explored in
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preceding sections. However, due to the importance of the topic, we
have included hadiths about serving the family, keeping them happy,

and educating children in this discussion of service.

According to the Prophet of God (peace be upon him and his family),

28 8
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"No one serves his wife except a truthful one, a martyr, or a man for
whom Allah wants the good of this world and the hereafter."
Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) is also reported to have said:
Qe R S 0 5 e ] s o Ll L3 g oo ol 800 i
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"The Prophet of God said: 'Any woman who moves something in her

husband's house to tidy it, Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, looks at her
[with kindness], and whoever Allah looks at [with kindness], He does

not punish."”

In contrast, if someone abuses and oppresses their spouse, they waste

their efforts. The Prophet (peace be upon him) is quoted as saying:

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 104, p. 132.
2 Al-Amali by al-Sadugq: p. 496, Hadith 678, Encyclopedia of Quran and Hadith, Vol. 3, p. 460.
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"Whoever has a wife who harms him (her husband), Allah will not
accept her prayers nor any of her good deeds, even if she fasts all her
life, worships at night, frees enslaved people, and provides good horses
for Allah's warriors, and she will be the first to enter Hell unless she
helps and pleases her husband. For a man, if he harms or mistreats his

wife, the same sin and punishment exist for him as well.'"

The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him and his family) further
stated,

Z oo oo Roco0 - G -
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"Whoever makes his little daughter happy is like one who has freed a
slave from the children of (Prophet) Ishmael, and whoever makes his
little son happy and brightens his eyes is like one who has cried out in

fear of Allah."”

! Ibn Babawayh (Saduq), Muhammad ibn Ali, Al-Amali, p. 429, Tehran, Ketabchi, 6th edition,
1997; Daylami, Hassan ibn Muhammad, A'lam al-Din fi Sifat al-Mu'minin, pp. 414-415, Qom,
Aal al-Bayt Institute, 1st edition, 1987.
2 Makarim al-Akhlag, p. 114.
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We have a large number of hadiths on teaching Islamic principles to

children. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) once remarked,
W I SELS U sl (ST s

"Teach Islamic hadiths to your adolescents (and hasten in this
educational duty) before the misguided opponents precede you (and

mislead them)."

It is also reported that the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) glanced

at several children and remarked,

T D008 8 20 ] o 00 & e ol T 00 L
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"Woe to the children of the end times from their fathers.” There came

a query, "O Messenger of Allah, from their polytheist fathers?" He

replied, "No, but from their Muslim fathers, who do not teach them

anything about religious requirements, and if the children themselves

do learn some religious topics, they prohibit them and are only content

' Al-Kafi, Vol. 6, p. 47.
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that their children receive a modest quantity of worldly riches. I am

free of such fathers, and they despise me."’

Many parents send their children to computer, English, and sports
classes with no plans for religious education. However, a waiting
parent takes care of both himself and his family. Allah says in the

Quran:

"...i;l;,gfj\} B3 ”Vgti/l@ V_i....;u\ |55 | gl uJ,\I\ i g
“O you who have faith! Save yourselves and your families from a Fire
whose fuel will be people and stones,...”

Serving parents is also one of the things that causes the waiting person

to be forgiven of their sins and opens the door to divine mercy.

Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) said,

ciéji.;,\zu”l;@g:};’;@u/&\a}w,g;awm,wmw@\ Sl sl
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"A man approached the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) and

asked, 'O Messenger of Allah, there is no foul deed that I have not
committed,; may I repent? The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)

! Mustadrak al-Wasa'il, Vol. 2, p. 625.
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asked, "Are any of your parents alive?" He answered, "Yes, my father."
The Prophet instructed: Go and be kind to him (so you can be
forgiven). When he went, the Prophet (peace be upon him) remarked,
"If only his mother were alive.” (That is, if she were still living and he

treated her well, he would be forgiven sooner).!
The Holy Prophet (peace be upon him) stated,

@ Dol 35 gl T ey alll s i Sl sl e
"Whoever pleases his parents has pleased Allah, and whoever angers

his parents has angered Allah'.

How can one expect someone whose parents are dissatisfied with him

to go on and rise within the divine path?

! Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 74, p. 82.
2 Kanz al-"Ummal, Vol. 16, p. 470.
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13- The Thirteenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Establishing
Justice, Seeking Justice, and Defending the Truth

The awaiters have a fundamental duty to establish justice and seek
justice and truth. Essentially, a person should neither oppress nor allow
oppression but instead defend the truth and state their righteous belief
with courage and clarity, except when dissimulation (taqiyya) is
required and declaring one's belief has little value but tremendous risk
to one’s life. In this scenario, dissimulation prevents harm caused by
greater tyranny; hence, it is not an acceptance of injustice. Of course,
dissimulation is prohibited in some instances, which should be

addressed in the dissimulation rules and cases.

Under normal circumstances, those who await Imam Mahdi's return
are responsible for defending the truth and seeking justice. How much

have we corrected the inadequacies of officials by making constructive
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suggestions? To what extent have we established justice in our
families, workplaces, and societies? Many people ignore petty and
great injustices at work because they fear not being promoted. Have
we endeavored to compel officials to do what is right? Have we sought
legal demands and their remedies or have we just whined constantly?
Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) counts compelling officials and
leaders to do what is proper among the obligatory rights in his Risalat

al-Huqug.

We have not done so and have not taken it seriously. Perhaps if we had
formed forces and organizations to compel officials to do what is right,
as we have for the issue of hijab, and pursued legitimate demands
through legal channels, as well as removed officials who squander
public funds from positions of authority, the situation would not have
reached a point where some people's rights are being violated. The
survival of the Islamic government is dependent on enforcing what is
proper and demanding rights from both citizens and authorities;
otherwise, Islamic society will disintegrate from within. The Holy

Quran contains the phrase:

"ol JUAIL A )

"Allah commands justice, the doing of good, ..." .

! Surah An-Nahl, verse 90.
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As a result, those who await must likewise work to achieve justice.
However, justice is a susceptible and exact issue. Imam Ali (peace be

upon him) advised his administrators to:

(o S i A C"J” U do— Wl F o)L.,;Ul F QJL.«.H‘} L2 P )
"..be fair in your gaze and gestures, in greeting and pointing, with
everyone, so that the powerful do not covet from your oppression, and

the weak do not despair of your justice."

The one waiting should not be an oppressor. However, oppression can
emerge in one's connection with God, with the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be
upon them) and other people, God's other creations, and even oneself.
Those who are waiting must shun all forms of oppression. Each of
these forms of oppression, including self-oppression, manifests in
numerous ways, one of which is committing sins. The one waiting

must avoid all forms of oppression.

! Letter 46 of Nahj al-Balagha.
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14. The Fourteenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Preventing
Heresy

During Imam Mahdi's occultation (may Allah hasten his
reappearance), due to people's lack of direct access to the Imam and
opponents' exploitation of the opportunity to erode people's beliefs,
doubts spread more quickly. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon

him) is claimed to have said,
Call T el et o s e W Sellls S padl o gl 13D

"When innovations appear in my ummah, the scholar must reveal his
knowledge, and whoever does not do so, may the curse of Allah be

upon him."!

U Al-Kafi: Vol. 1, p. 54, Hadith 2.
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Regarding the people of doubt and heresy, the Prophet (peace be upon

him) says, "...Silence them with proof and evidence..."'

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) said,

S dall 55 ] e 2l o bined slinds T i 2 Lol bzt 00 O (o0
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"Whoever among our Shia knows our law (sharia) and leads our weak
Shia from the darkness of their ignorance to the light of the knowledge
we have given him will come on the Day of Resurrection with a crown
of light on his head that shines on all the people of that gathering, and
he will be an ornament upon him, the least thread of which is more
valuable than the world and all that is in it. Then, a caller from Allah
will say, "O servants of Allah!" This scholar is a student of some of
Muhammad's family (peace be upon them). Pay attention! Whoever he

has brought out of the bewilderment of ignorance in the world, let them

I Kafi, Vol. 2, p. 375, Book of Faith and Disbelief, Chapter on Sitting with Sinners, Hadith 4.
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cling on to his light so that he can bring them out of the bewilderment
of darkness in these assemblies to the high homes of Paradise. Then,
everyone who has learned a good deed from him in the world, or from
whom he has eliminated ignorance from their hearts, or from whom he

has cleared a doubt, will come to him.""

However, it is critical to be mindful of the blight of knowledge, which

is renown. Imam Bagqir (peace be upon him) is quoted as saying,
(a3l A1 S5 Y Of cadazal O

"If you can (live in such a way that) no one knows you, do so."™

However, since it is the scholar's responsibility to divulge knowledge,
he must do so without seeking fame for himself but rather for the

pleasure of Allah.

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, pp. 326-327 and p. 336.
2 Derived from Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 357.
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15. The Fifteenth Duty of the Awaiters: Practicing Taqiyya
(Precautionary Dissimulation) with the Wicked and Displaying
Compliance with Oppressive Rulers While Keeping Distance from
Them in Heart

Imam Ali (peace be upon him) is quoted as saying:

R
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“[ instruct you to practice taqiyya in your faith. Be careful, be careful

not to expose yourself to destruction, and do not abandon the taqiyya

I have commanded you to uphold. By neglecting it, you place yourself

1 - Tafsir al-Safi, vol.1. p. 325.
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and your brothers in danger of bloodshed and expose your and your
brothers' blessings to ruin, humiliating them in the hands of the
enemies of God's religion, while God has commanded you to preserve
their honor"! (For further study, see Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p.
336).

Also, in Bihar [al-Anwar], it is recounted by Kashf al-Ghummah from
Hudhayfah, who said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) say:

o5l el Bl o Ul pdaall 0 sy 5 0l (a5 8 plr Sske n LVl 0dla i)
JS il 523 el domy 01 o 5 e U1l 30 ey wgne S 5 il gmiliay a0
o 5 Al ade Al o O sl dns el mhay O sl b e 3l sa 5 e Sl
Jal e oy Sy o o) I8 Ul Tl sy g UL G e G o ) s L

((gw\cﬁ}k}a&);ﬂﬁq’y‘?my‘%)cq%dbr?m‘&ﬁu"cﬁ

"Woe to this ummah from tyrannical rulers, how they slaughter and
terrify the obedient, except for those who outwardly display obedience
to them. The pious believer pretends with his tongue while fleeing from
them in his heart. When Allah, the Mighty, and Majestic, wishes to

reinstate Islam with honor, He will break every stubborn oppressor

! https://hawzah.net/fa/Magazine/View/2689/6604/77075 /45 s-aDsll-agle - 3aba-oldl
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since He can restore a nation to righteousness after corruption. The
Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) then stated, "O
Hudhayfah, if only one day remains of this world, Allah will lengthen

that day until a man from my progeny comes to rule.”’

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 356.
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16. The Sixteenth Duty of the Awaiters: Patience

Patience can be considered in several aspects. The first aspect is
avoiding haste and having patience regarding the timing of the
reappearance, as discussed in the first duty of the awaiters. However,

patience encompasses more aspects, which will be addressed here.

16-1- Patience in Obedience and Patience Against Sin

Allah states in Surah Al-Imran, verse 179:
"ol e sl e ~::I‘I:::~d§;. Je V':‘ b a::'I::sL;I_; e gl Had Wl OB G

"Allah will not leave the faithful in your present state, until He has

separated the bad ones from the good."

232




THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

To succeed in many divine exams, one must practice patience. In Surah

Al-Asr, we read that:

Ml ol 5y el Vol 5 il ey 15T Tp il U] 2 S QU0 1"

z

"Verily Man is in loss™ Except such as have Faith, and do righteous
deeds, and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth, and of

Patience and Constancy.”

According to Imam Ali (peace be upon him),

Sl I Sl )y i e B el e il e T Gl 2l
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“Patience is in the face of misfortune, or in allegiance to Allah, or
resistance to sin. The third form, which is against sin, is more valuable

than the first two."!
The one waiting possesses three forms of patience:

1. Patience in the calamity of being separated from his master and
guardian [Imam Mahdi]
2. Patience in carrying out obligations and divine mandates

3. Patience in the face of prohibitions, which leads to sin avoidance

! Mizan al-Hikmah, Vol. 5, Hadith 10101; Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 342.
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Some individuals may mock you for showing patience and
perseverance in the face of sin. This persistent belief and disregard for
such taunts and insults constitute obedience to Allah's mandate, which

is attained through patience in obedience.

Fulfilling the responsibilities of the awaiters, self-purification, and
adorning oneself with excellent character and conduct take time; they
demand patience. The final aim will be reached by those who are

patient while they travel this journey.

16-2- Requesting Patience from Allah, the Exalted
It is one of the duties of a believer to beg Allah to provide them the

ability to be patient when patience is required.

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) is quoted as:

2 -8 2
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"Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, has distinguished His messengers

with noble character attributes. So, test yourself, and if you see these
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qualities inside yourself, praise Allah and know that they stem from
[your] righteousness. If you lack these qualities, then ask Allah and
beg Him to bestow them upon you." Then he listed eleven things (based
on noble character traits): assurance, contentment, patience, gratitude,
self-control, good temperament, generosity, sense of honor, courage,
and chivalry.! Some narrators have added truthfulness and trust

fulfillment to the list of ten qualities.?

16-3- Recommending Patience to One Another

Three forms of patience can be recommended. This call to patience can
be interpreted as an invitation to family, friends, and members of
society to believe in Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance)
and to be patient with the prolonged occultation, as well as to bear the
sufferings that come with various afflictions and troubles caused by

enemies or the cruelty of friends.
Mufaddal says:
ade) U6 i Ol ] Saall 5 e U e (ol ade) Gl I
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! Usul al-Kafi 2/56, Chapter on Noble Character Traits, Hadith 2.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, pp. 350-351.
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I asked Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) about the words of Allah, the
Mighty and Majestic: "'o > _J OLsll Ol %, " He quickly

responded: "Asr (time) refers to the era of the uprising of Imam Qaim

(may Allah hasten his noble appearance).'

The Prophet (peace be upon him and his family) about these verses

stated:
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ol 00" which suggests they believed in his guardianship. " 1 Jazs
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oL indicates sympathy and brotherly solidarity; " 22 Tyol s

means they exhorted each other to be patient during the occultation of

their hidden Imam."?

! By Time!* Man is indeed in loss,
2 Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 18, p. 368; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 214; Bihar
al-Anwar, vol. 64, p. 59; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 66, p. 268; Al-Adad al-Qawiyyah, p. 67; Kamal al-
Din, vol. 2, p. 656; Muntakhab al-Anwar al-Mudhi'ah, p. 179; Al-Burhan; Nur al-Thaqalayn.
3 Tafsir Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them), vol. 18, p. 372; Igbal al-A'mal, p. 457; Bihar al-
Anwar, vol. 37, p. 132. (Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. 2, p. 352).
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17- The Seventeenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Avoiding
Gatherings that Ridicule the Imam or the Beliefs of the Believers
Allah says in Surah An-Nisa, verse 140:
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“Certainly, He has sent down to you in the Book that when you hear
Allah's signs being disbelieved and derided, do not sit with them until
they engage in some other discourse, or else you [too] will be like
them. Indeed, Allah will gather the hypocrites and the faithless in hell
all together”.

! Mikyal al-Makarim, vol. 2, p. 388.
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These gatherings include the ones conducted by atheist groups and
their doubt-casting and ridicule, which are now held online as well. As
a result, one should avoid attending these gatherings in person or
online. People may watch these groups' online or offline activities out
of curiosity, but downloading their content boosts the number of views
on their movies or websites, causing their deviant content to show

more quickly in future internet searches.
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18- The Eighteenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Preparing
Weapons and Military Equipment and Receiving Suitable
Military Training for Each Era

Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) stated:

o e DU T o e U5 e 5 A B Ll Wy S o R8N T
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"Each of you should be ready for the appearance of Imam Mahdi

(peace be upon him), even if it is only an arrow. When Allah the

Almighty sees such an intention in him, I hope that He will extend his

life to meet the Imam (and be among his companions and followers).!"”

! Al-Ghaybah by Nu'mani, chapter on mentions of the Shia, p. 173; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p.
366.
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Additionally, Imam Kazim, peace be upon him, said:

2 o - & -~
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"Whoever keeps a mount in anticipation of our cause and thereby
angers our enemies while being associated with us, Allah will expand
his sustenance, grant him peace of mind, help him achieve his
aspirations, and assist him in fulfilling his desires." (See Mikyal al-

Makarim, vol. 2, page 484, for further information.)

Of course, wars today come in a variety of forms. Modern hybrid
warfare necessitates specialized training. On the other hand, the
awaiters of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) are
subjected to a variety of soft wars until the appearance of the Imam.
Cognitive wars are those targeting our way of thinking and
comprehension. A society of awaiters should understand the various
forms of conflicts that have targeted Muslims during the occultation
and gather the necessary information and tools to counter them all.
Even in physical wars, the employment of artificial intelligence and
cutting-edge technologies in diverse weaponry is required to prepare

for the opponent.

' Al-Kafi, vol. 6, p. 535, hadith 1.
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19- The Nineteenth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Jihad and
defense of the oppressed

If the conditions for jihad are provided for the believers, one of the
duties of the awaiters is jihad and defence. Abu Hamzah says: A man
said to Imam Sajjad (a.s.) [in mockery]: “You have turned to
performing Hajj and abandoned Jihad. You have found Hajj easier for

you [than Jihad], while Allah says:

”‘;.;j\j;i P ré*“‘“ ST e gall e (s ,ml Al O
Imam Sajjad (a.s.) said: “Recite the next verse as well.” He recited:
o 05l 5 G mll D5 a Ul Opie Ul 3 sasT ) O gl Tsitalod) O suladl & s
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Imam Sajjad (a.s.) said: "If these (conditions) become apparent, we

will not prioritize anything over jihad"".

Certainly, if the believers who meet the conditions mentioned in the
verse are in sufficient numbers and have sufficient equipment and
military power against the enemy and have the other necessary
conditions for jihad, jihad and defending the rights of the oppressed of
the world is the duty of the awaiters. How many oppressed people have
been martyred in the present era in Gaza, Lebanon, Syria and etc. How
much innocent blood has been shed from women and children. If there
1s no response to these crimes of Israel and America and their
accomplices, their barbarity and bloodthirstiness will increase day by
day. In these conditions, the Muslims of the world must join hands and
unite and all stand against these corrupt regimes. Even if a Muslim
lives in a country where there is no war, but can devote himself or his
property to jihad, he must not fail in fulfilling his duty. Jihad for
someone who does not have the conditions to be physically present on
the battlefield can even be in the form of explaining the truth with

words or with books, texts, video clips, etc. in society or in cyberspace.

1 Tafsir of the Ahlul Bayt (peace be upon them) Vol. 6, p. 350; Tahdhib Al-Ahkam, Vol. 6, p.
134; Al-Wasa'il al-Shi'ah, Vol. 15, p. 48; Al-Managqib, Vol. 4, p. 159.
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20- The Twentieth Responsibility of the Awaiters: Recognizing the
Signs of the Reappearance

Recognizing the signs of reappearance, particularly certain signs, is
one of the most essential responsibilities of Shia followers.!
Reappearance signs are classified into certain signs and uncertain signs
(which may not occur). The certain and uncertain signs will be

discussed in this section®.

20-1- The Certain Signs of the Reappearance
The five definite signs of Imam Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his

reappearance) reappearance, meaning signs that will certainly occur

! Mikyal al-Makarim, Volume 2, p. 230.
2 Wiki Figh website, articles on "Definite Signs of Appearance" and "Indefinite Signs of
Appearance" (with some modifications).
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and are closely linked with his appearance are as follows: the rise of
Yamani, the rise of Sufyani, the caller who calls from the sky, the

sinking in Bayda, and the killing of the Pure Soul (Nafs Zakiyyah).

20-1-1-The Call from the Sky

The call from the sky is one of the signs of Imam Mahdi's (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) impending appearance.! According to the
narrations, Gabriel makes this call, which is one of the indicators of

Imam Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his reappearance) appearance?.

According to narrations, the call introduces Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) by name and characteristics.> According to
certain narrations, the call from the sky also mentions Ali's
righteousness (peace be upon him) and his followers' salvation.* It has
also been reported that the call announces the end of oppressors’ rule
and the rise to power of the best person from the Prophet's (peace be
upon him and his family) ummah, as well as an invitation towards the

people to join Imam Mahdi in Mecca.’

'Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni'ma (translated by Pahlavan). Vol.1, p.598.
2 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1397 AH, p. 290, Hadith 6.
3 Sheikh Saduq, Kamal al-Din, 1991, vol. 2, p. 372, Hadith 5.
4 Kulayni, Al-Kafi, 1980, vol. 8, p. 310.
5> Mufid, Al-Ikhtisas, 1992, p. 208.
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The heavenly call has been described as having the following

characteristics:

e Every human hears it in their language'.

e The call is heard from the sky.

e It is heard equally from close and far’.

e [t awakens sleeping folks and scares everyone.*

e It is mercy for believers and punishment for infidels’.

e Following the call, everyone talks of Imam Mahdi (may Allah

hasten his reappearance)®.

Call of Satan:

According to certain hadiths, Satan makes a call toward the end of the
same day that the cry happens to raise doubts about obeying Imam

Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance)’. He declares,

(oodods \;ILL; t}iL; ;}:ﬁ ZL; L g Olis u.: olis s 1}5\ i)l U L;;t:: /Vj )

PR

' Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 274, Hadith 54.
2 Kulayni, Al-Kafi, 1980, vol. 8, p. 310.
3 Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, 1982, vol. 51, p. 109, Hadith 42.
4 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 254.
5> Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, 1982, vol. 51, p. 109, Hadith 42.
¢ Kurani, Mu'jam Ahadith al-Imam al-Mahdi, 1411 AH, vol. 3, p. 35, Hadith 589.
7 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 265, Hadith 29.
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"Know that the truth is with Uthman ibn Affan and his followers. He
died unjustly. So rise to avenge his blood.!" With this call, certain

groups grow skeptical.?

In other accounts, the content of Satan's call is interpreted as calling
people to Christianity.>. Some argue that there is no contradiction
between these two sets of narrations because it is feasible that various
calls are issued by individuals or groups acting against Imam Mahdi

and inspired by Satan®.

20-1-2- Rise of Sufyani

Yet, by displaying asceticism and indifference to worldly things,
wearing old and worn-out clothes, eating simple food like bread and
salt, and generously giving wealth, he attracts the hearts of the
ignorant, the lowly, and even some naive scholars, thereby gaining

supporters.

On the rise of Sufyani, it has been said that he is the most wicked of
people who have never worshiped God. Yet, through asceticism,
indifference to worldly things, wearing old clothes, eating bread and

salt, and giving away an abundance of wealth, he attracts the hearts of

' Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 261, Hadiths 19 and 20.

2 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 261, Hadiths 19 and 20.

3 Ibn Tawus, Al-Tashrif, 1993, p. 133.

4 Madhuri, "The Heavenly Call as a Sign of Appearance", pp. 70-71.
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the ignorant, the lowly, and even some naive scholars, thereby gaining
supporters!. ?Meanwhile, the area of Sham (Syria) serves as a
battlefield for various forces fighting one another. Sufyani emerges
from the Wadi Yabis.?, an arid and barren desert near the Syrian-Jordan

border, during this uproar in the month of Rajab. His catchphrase is

IIiJU‘fUJbUJb&_})L’"

"O Lord, Lord, Lord, then the fire."

For several months, he will be occupied in battle and conflict to
eradicate various disbeliever armies in Sham, and he will not bother
the Shias throughout this period. However, after consolidating his rule,
Sufyani begins to display hate and antagonism against the Shias,
committing awful and deadly atrocities, to the point where Imam Sadiq

(peace be upon him) speaks in this regard:

P e 2 2 e
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"His herald proclaims that whoever produces the head of a Shia would

earn a thousand dirhams in recompense. At this point, a neighbor

' Wiki Figh website - article on "The Uprising of Sufyani."

2 Majlisi, Muhammad Bagir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 206, Beirut, Al-Wafa Institute, 1983;
Nu'mani, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, Kitab al-Ghaybah, p. 306.

3 Majlisi, Muhammad Bagir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 186, Beirut, Al-Wafa Institute, 1983.
4 Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni'ma, Vol.2,p.651.
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attacks his neighbor, claiming he is a Shia, so he beheads him and

collects a thousand dirhams as a reward."

One of Sufyani's armies proceeds to Iraq, where they are all murdered.
In contrast, another army goes to Hijaz, where they cause a bloodbath
in Medina before heading to Mecca to battle Imam Mahdi (may Allah

hasten his reappearance), where the sinking at Bayda takes place.

20-1-3- The Sinking at Bayda

The sinking in Bayda, also known as Khasf in Bayda, refers to the
sinking and destruction of Sufyani's army in Bayda, a desert between
Mecca and Medina.? In some accounts, the sinking in Bayda is seen as

one of the clear signs of Imam Mahdi’s (peace be upon him) uprising?.

This occurrence occurred after the appearance but before the uprising
of the twelfth Imam (peace be upon him). Imam Bagqir (peace be upon
him) said,

PTG S A [N Ve G oA o SVt VW O
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! Sheikh Tusi, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, Al-Ghaybah, p. 450, Qom, Islamic Knowledge Institute,
1990; Majlisi, Muhammad Bagir, Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 215, Beirut, Al-Wafa Institute,
1983.
2 Same source.
3 Al-Ghayba by al-Tusi, p.437.
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"When Sufyani's army rests in the land of Bayda, a herald from the sky
shouts, 'O Bayda!' sink this group'. Then, the earth sinks them all,

leaving only three humans.'"

20-1-4- Rise of Yamani

According to the narrations, Yamani is one of those who rises at the
same time as Sufyani and battles against him.? Yamani is the title of a
person who, according to narrations, will rise before Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his reappearance)’ And encourage people to join
him.* Yamani is a descendant of Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)®

from Yemen®.
Yamani's two main activities are as follows:

1. An invitation to the truth: According to Imam Bagqir (peace be upon
him), Yamani's uprising is righteous, and joining it is emphasized’.
Some commentators have interpreted the objective of the uprising for

the truth as a call to Imamate.® In a narration, a person named Mansur

! Nu'mani, Muhammad ibn Ibrahim, Al-Ghaybah, Tehran, Maktabat al-Sadugq, 1976, p. 280.
2 Al-Irshad fi Ma'rifat Hujjat Allah 'ala al-'Ibad,vol.2,p.375.
3 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, pp. 252-253.
4 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, pp. 255-256; Fatlawi, Rayat al-Huda wa al-Dalal fi Asr al-Zuhur,
1999, p. 101.
5 Rayaat al-Huda wal-Dalaal fi Asr al-Zuhur, p.100.
¢ Bihar al-Anwar, vol.83, p63.
" Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, pp. 255-256.
8 Mahdavi Rad, "A Comparative Study of Yamani Narrations from the Perspective of Both
Sects," p. 52.
249

- e

I



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

is listed as one who aids Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his advent)
with 70,000 supporters.!

2. Conflict with Sufyani: Some narrations describe a conflict between
Yamani and Sufyani; for example, the one who removes Sufyani's eye

rises from Sana'a’.

20-1-5-The Killing of the Pure Soul (Nafs Zakiyyah)

The Pure Soul is described in narrations as a good and devout human?
Who is a companion of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance), and the Imam sends him to guide the people of Mecca.
The Imam tells his companions, "The people of Mecca do not want me,
but I will send someone to complete the proof against them.” When the
Pure Soul identifies himself as Imam Mahdi's representative (may
Allah speed his reappearance), he is attacked and beheaded between
the Rukn and Maqam®. The killing of the Pure Soul is one of the clear
signs of Imam Mahdi's appearance. Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him)

tells Kamal al-Din that

I A 0 S A S D I w6 o3 o e

! Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, pp. 39-40.
2 Nu'mani, Al-Ghaybah, 1976, p. 227.
3 Muhammadi Rey Shahri, Encyclopedia of Imam Mahdi, 1393 SH, vol. 7, p. 438.
4 Allamah Majlisi, Bihar al-Anwar, 1982, vol. 52, p. 307.
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“there will be a 15-night hiatus between the uprising of Muhammad's

n]

family (peace be upon them) and the slaying of the Pure Soul

20-2- Uncertain Signs of Appearance
Here, we highlight the uncertain signs, many of which can be observed
in today's society. In a narrative, Imam Sadiq (peace be upon him) lists

the signs of the apparition to one of his companions as follows:
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1. “When you see that the truth has died and its supporters have been

annihilated.
2. And when you see oppression and tyranny are widespread.

3. And when you see that the Quran has worn out and that innovations

based on desires have entered into its principles.

4. And when you see that God's religion has (practically) become

hollow, much like an upturned vessel.

5. And when you see that the followers of falsehood have exceeded the
followers of truth.

6. And when you see that evil deeds are widespread and were not

forbidden, and wrongdoers were not held accountable.

7. And when you see that men are satisfied with men and women are

satisfied with women.

8. And when you see that the (supposedly) devoted individuals remain

silent, and their remarks are not accepted.

9. And when you see that the evildoer lies and no one challenges his

lies and false allegations.
10. And when you see that children do not respect their elders.

11. And when you see that family relationships are severed.
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12. And when you see that the evildoer is rewarded; he feels joyful, and

his evil words are not returned to him.
13. And when you see that adolescent boys behave similarly to women.
14. And when you see that women marry women.

15. And when you see people spend their wealth in ways other than in

obedience to God, and no one stops them.

16. And when you see that people seek refuge in God when they see

believers' unsuitable activity and efforts.

17. And when you see that false praise for individuals has become

widespread.

18. And when you see that neighbor harassing their neighbor, and it is

not stopped.

19. And when you see that the disbeliever is happy because of the

believer's hardship.

20. And when you see that wine is drunk openly, and people gather to
drink it without fear of Almighty God.

21. And when you see that the one who enjoins good is humiliated and

degraded.

22. And when you see that the evildoer is strong and commended for

doing things God dislikes.
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23. And when you see that the people of the Quran and their

companions are degraded.

24. And when you see that the way of good is closed while the evil route

Is open.

25. And when you see that the Kaaba is closed, and it is ordered to be

closed.

26. And when you see that people speak with their tongues but do not
act appropriately.

27. And when you see that the believer is embarrassed and degraded.
28. And when you see heresy and adultery becomes obvious.
29. And when you see that people trust in fake testimony and witnesses.

30. And when you see that the lawful (halal) becomes unlawful

(haram), and the unlawful becomes lawful.

31. And when you see that religion is interpreted according to personal

inclinations, and the Book of God and its rules are disregarded.

32. And when you see that boldness in sin becomes apparent, and no

one waits until the darkness of night to commit it.

33. And when you see the believer cannot forbid evil except in his

heart.
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34. And when you see that vast wealth is squandered in the direction

of God's wrath.

35. And when you see that leaders draw close to disbelievers while

separating themselves from the virtuous.
36. And when you see that rulers accept bribes in court.

37. And when you see that significant positions for rulers are based on

bidding rather than merit.

38. And when you see that people are killed because of accusations or

suspicions.
39. And when you see a man chastised for sharing a bed with his wife.

40. And when you see a woman dominating her husband, doing things

that irritate him, and giving him an allowance.
41. And when you see that false oaths to God grow abundant.

42. And when you see that alcoholic beverages are bought and sold

openly and without restriction.
43. And when you see that gambling is performed openly.

44. And when you see how respectable people are degraded by those

whose rule is feared.
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45. And when you see that those closest to the rulers are rewarded for

insulting us, the family of infallibility (peace be upon them).

46. And when you see that anyone who loves us is labeled a liar, and

their testimony is not accepted.

47. And when you see that people compete in spreading falsehoods and

lies.

48. And when you see that hearing the truth is difficult for people while

hearing lies is simple for them.

49. And when you see a neighbor respecting their neighbor because he

is afraid of his tongue.

50. And when you see that divine limitations have been abandoned,

and people act according to their wishes.
51. And when you see that mosques are gilded (decorated).

52. And when you see that the most truthful people among them are

lying slanderers.

53. And when you see that wrongdoing has become widespread, and

there is an eagerness to spread gossip.

54. And when you see tyranny and transgression have become

commonplace.
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55. And when you see backbiting becomes pleasant discourse, and

some congratulated each other for it.
56. And when you see that Hajj and Jihad are not for the sake of God.

57. And when you see the ruler humiliate the believer for the benefit of

the disbeliever.

58. And when you see that destruction was more prevalent than

prosperity.

59. And when you see that people's livelihoods are based on

shortchanging.
60. And when you see how bloodshed becomes easy.

61. And when you see that a man leaders for the sake of his earthly
life.
62. And when you see that the prayer is regarded carelessly.

63. And when you see that a person gains tremendous riches yet does

not pay Zakat from beginning to end.

64. And when you see that the dead's graves have been dug up and they

are disturbed.

65. And when you see there is much anarchy.
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66. And when you see that a man spends his day inebriated until night
and likewise spends his night until dawn with no regard for other

people's business.
67. And when you see bestiality happens.

68. And when you see people going to the mosque (place of prayer)

and returning without clothing (the clothes have been stolen).
69. And when you see animals tear each other apart.

70. And when you see that people's hearts harden, their eyes dry, and

remembering God is hard on them.
71. And when you see that they openly compete for illegal profits.
72. And when you see that people pray to show off.

73. And when you see that the jurist studies religion for reasons other

than faith while seeking worldly riches and leadership.
74. And when you see people congregate around the powerful.

75. And when you see that the seeker of lawful things is ridiculed and
reproached, but the seeker of forbidden is lauded and respected.

76. And when you see that in Mecca and Medina, people do things God
disapproves of, and no one stops them; nothing stands between them

and their evil activities.
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77. And when you see that instruments of music and misguided

amusement appear in Medina and Mecca.

78. And when you see that a man speaks the truth, enjoins virtue, and

discourages evil, yet others caution him against it.

79. And when you see how people look at one another and follow the

evildoers.

80. And when you see that the route of virtue is vacant and without

travelers.

81. And when you see, the dead are mocked, and no one mourns for

them.
82. And when you see heresy and wickedness grow year after year.

83. And when you see that people and organizations exclusively follow

the wealthy.

84. And when you see that something is given to the impoverished that

is laughable, but it is done out of compassion for someone other than

God.

85. And when you see that heavenly signs arise, and no one is

concerned about them.
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86. And when you see individuals engaging in sexual actions like

animals in public, no one stops them because they are afraid of other

people.

87. And when you see people spend abundantly on ways other than
God's but are stingy even with little in God's path.

88. And when you see that disdain for parents is widespread, and
children have no regard for them; instead, they are the worst in their

children's eyes (and they rejoice when their parents are slandered).

89. And when you see that women rise to rule, nothing happens except

according to their desire.

90. And when you see a son falsely accuse his father, curse his parents,

and rejoice in their death.

91. And when you see that if a man goes a day without committing a
significant sin, such as adultery, shortchanging, or obscenity, he is

upset (believing that day was a waste of his life).

92. And when you see how the powerful hoard the food of the general

populace.

93. And when you see that the rightful property of the Prophet's
relatives (peace be upon him and his family) (Khums) is dispersed
deceptively, being utilized for gambling and drinking.
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94. And when you see that wine is used to treat the ill and is prescribed

for healing.

95. And when you see that people are neutral and equal in enjoining

good, prohibiting evil, and renouncing religion.

96. And when you see that the voices of hypocrites are amplified while

the voices of truth seekers are silenced.

97. And when you see people are paid for Adhan (the call to prayer)
and the act of praying.

98. And when you see that mosques are full of individuals who do not
fear God and participate in backbiting. [They gather in the mosque for
backbiting and eating the flesh of the righteous, and in it, the drinking

of intoxicants is praised and described.]

99. And when you see, individuals who consume orphans' fortunes are

rewarded.
100. And when you see that judges rule against God's command.

101. And when you see governors install traitors as their trusted

officials out of greed, you.

102. And when you see rulers give the inheritance of the oppressed to

the wrongdoers, those who are heedless of God
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103. And when you see that on the pulpits, they speak of piety, but those

who spoke the speakers themselves are not pious.

104. And when you see that charity is given through intermediaries,

without God's approval, and in response to people's petitions.

105. And when you see that the (initial) hour of prayer is regarded

carelessly.

106. And when you see, people's first concern and goal is their

stomach and sexual desires.
107. And when you know that the world has turned towards them.

108. And when you see that the prominent signs of truth have been
destroyed. At such time, preserve yourself and pray to God to deliver

you from the dangers of sin”.!

Other signs of the end times, as well as before the reappearance or
before the uprising of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance) have also been mentioned in various sources. These
include the descent of angels from heaven to assist Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) and the believers, red and white death

(death caused by war and contagious diseases), metamorphosis, the

! Majlisi, Muhammad Bagir, Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 52, p. 256.
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Dajjal, climate changes, floods, earthquakes, and so on, all of which

are mentioned in end times narratives.

Because oppression and corruption are on the rise in the end times, and

it 1s an instance of " Ul sl S L ol 5 I b sledll g b", it s highly

likely that the same divine traditions used to oppressors and corrupters
will be used again. A hadith attributed to the Prophet (peace be upon

him) states:

(s e ) U5l e Lpgy oo 2 sl gl 13D
"When evil becomes apparent on earth, Almighty God sends down His
hardship upon the people of the earth."’

As a result, before the reappearance, calamities will rise and fall in

proportion to these corruptions.
After outlining general events, the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
(oot sl (%8 }‘i s }‘i ;‘/JL:>J”‘ C)J\ \j;ﬁy Jlasdl o ;.i;;\ 36,

"When those events appear, expect a red wind, a rain of stones, or the

metamorphosis [transformation of people into animals]".?

! Al-Fitan, p. 420, Part 9, under Hadith 1354.
2 [lzam al-Nasib, Vol. 2, p. 137; Bihar al-Anwar, Vol. 52, p. 263, Hadith 148.
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As a result, the end times calamities include a sandstorm, a pebble
storm, and a dust storm. Perhaps the dust storms that are already
causing problems in several nations are an instance of this sign. In a
different interpretation, the storm of pebbles could be compared to a
mass uprising of oppressed people who have been subjugated by
various governments and are rising against their rulers, or it could be
a metaphor for a collective uprising of weak states against strong and

colonial powers that have led to their oppression and exploitation.

The honorable Prophet predicted:

«...\);;_- F LI s_,.J.: LS Ua.w.%j Ve La:U.w ‘J)U} F SJ.,JL:H tJLL/;—l o;,ﬁ .w Efu :JG)

"He will rise when people are in great discord, and earthquakes occur,

and he will fill the earth with justice and fairness...".

In another account, he remarked,

Wb ¢ 5 5 P e B 8 i G o G e S sl L)
«...l)j;,-) LQ.LLQJ; L«S%!J:oj Mup)‘ﬁl

"l bring you good news of the Mahdi. He will be raised among my

ummah when people face discord and earthquakes’.

! Dala'il al-Imamabh, p. 471.
2 Al-Ghaybah by al-Tasi, p. 178.
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Also, in response to the issue of when Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten
his reappearance) will rise, he offered signs of his arrival, one of which

was the occurrence of various earthquakes. He stated that

Bl b il e g VI by il sl 5 sV GILLT 3 I35 08 13
Gl 8 1 dald 4S5 Lol

“when earthquakes occur worldwide, judges accept bribes in their

decisions, and people become wicked and participate in evil and

disobedience, Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) will

appear’™.

Imam Sajjad (peace be upon him) stated:

ERE P P

B U 15255 e SR N SR T ]

"When floods and rain fill your Najaf... expect the appearance of our

awaiting Qa'im (the one who will rise)'”.

Hassan al-Basri informs his fellow townsmen that

! Sharh al-Akhbar fi Fada'il al-A'immabh al-Athar; Abu Hanifa Nu'man ibn Muhammad al-
Tamimi al-Maghribi; edited by Muhammad Husayni Jalali; Qom: Mu'assasat al-Nashr al-Islami;
1988; Vol. 3, p. 363.
2 Al-Tashrif bi-1-Minan, p. 369.
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il s T e B T PUT B 50 ALl 13 e b s oK)
(b ol G2 058G sdag 5 oo pall LG Lo

"a yellow breeze will approach you from the direction of the Qibla
(southwest). It will endure three days and two nights until the night
becomes as light as day because of its yellowness, and Basra will be

submerged afterward".

20-3- Sudden Reappearance

According to what has been reported from Infallible Imams (peace be
upon them), Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) would
emerge unexpectedly and without warning. Imam Mahdi (may Allah

hasten his reappearance) stated in his blessed letter to Sheikh Mufid,

(6ol diney L',;,J Oy

" .. (Allah) will bring about our matter suddenly"*. In another hadith,
Imam Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (peace be upon him) reported that when
the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was asked when the one

who would rise from his descendants would arrive, he replied:

! Al-Tashrif bi-I-Minan, p. 254.
2 Al-Ihtijaj by al-TabrisT, Vol. 2, p. 324.
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"... The appearance resembles the Day of Judgment, which only Allah
will bring about at the appropriate moment... It will only happen to

you suddenly'."

The point is, if the appearance occurs unexpectedly, what will the

status of the signs of appearance?

The honorable author of the book "Mikyal al-Makarim" addressed this
topic and presented two responses’. He stated that there are two
options in this regard. The first possibility is that Bada' (divine change
of destiny) may occur in these signs. Calling them inevitable does not

negate the possibility of bada®.

The second possibility is to accept the Imam's sudden reappearance
entrance without considering Bada'. The remedy to the problem is to
regard the Imam's appearance and the occurrence of its signs as sudden
and unexpected. The signs would appear briefly and close together,

close to the moment of appearance.

! Kamal al-Din, Chapter 35, Hadith 6.
2 Mikyal al-Makarim, Vol. 2, p. 206.
3 Bada' means the manifestation of a matter from Allah contrary to what was expected by His
servants (Wiki Shia website, article on Bada').
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20-4- A Discussion of Imam Mahdi's Companions (May Allah
Hasten Reappearance) and Raj'at (Return)

According to narrations, Imam Mahdi (may Allah speed his return) has
313 pure companions'. Still, the overall number of his companions is
substantially more significant and includes people from all over the
world. However, these 313 are among the unique ones, with 50 being

women?>.

Some of Imam Mahdi's (may Allah hasten his reappearance)
companions have returned to this planet. This suggests they died
before his appearance and returned to help Imam Mahdi (may Allah
accelerate his reappearance). According to the narrations, whoever
recites the Ahd (Covenant) supplication for 40 mornings would be
among those who return to the world to assist the Imam?®. This is most
likely because when a person repeats their commitment for 40 days,
reiterating their acceptance of God's and the Imam's orders and
willingness to serve him, they abstain from sin and join the believers.
Numerous hadiths mention the return of prophets and God's chosen
ones, particularly Imam Hussein (peace be upon him)* and Imam Ali

(peace be upon him)°, as well as the overall return of all the infallibles

1 - llzam al-Nasb fi Ithbat al-Hujja al-Gha'ib, vol.2, p.165.
2 _Bihar al-Anwar, Vol.52, p.223.
3 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol.53, p.95.
4 - Bihar al-Anwar, Vol.53, p.39.
5 - Mukhtasar al-Baseer, p.132.
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(peace be upon them). Narrations mention the return of Prophet
Daniel, Joshua!, Jesus?, Khidr’, and the People of the Cave®. In
addition to pure believers, some disbelievers return to the world to face

punishment.

Finally, it should be noted that the reappearance is imminent and it
must be considered as unexpected. Even if the appearance does not
happen right now, our death could happen at any time, and we may
miss the opportunity to reform ourselves and prepare to assist Imam
Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance). As a result, our
responsibility 1s to educate and reform ourselves, our families, society,
and all of humanity to join Imam Mahdi's companions (may Allah

hasten his reappearance).

We think of our jobs, marriages, education, and everything else. How
often do we ponder Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance)?
The reappearance should begin with our hearts. Even if the universal
reappearance does not occur, this road remains open to any eager
individual, and one can always connect with Imam Mahdi (may Allah

hasten his reappearance) through their heart, soul, and spirit.

1 Tafsir al-Ayashi, Vol.2, p.32.

2 Bihar al-Anwar, Vol.53, p.59.

3 Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni'ma, Vol.2, p.390.

4 Dalael al-lmama, p.463.

5> Al-Kafi, Vol.3, p.235; Bihar al-Anwar, Vol.53, p.61.
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Appendices:
Appendix 1: Different prayers related to Imam Zaman (a.s.)

1- Al-Ahd Dua
It is narrated from Imam Sadiq (a.s.) that whoever recites this promise
forty times in the morning will be one of the helpers of our Qaim (as).

If he dies before the reappearance of that Imam, God will bring him
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out of the grave to serve that Imam. With every word, God Almighty
will honor him with a thousand good deeds and erase a thousand sins

from him. And that promise is this:

g - -

j&gm“b,ﬂ Jﬂ,,fwﬂfq\ UUC%J\ PR REFPRA PR REFAL

PR

g;jj‘

(s) ;udtjwfuﬂ &M\ u”v_w (uu,’ﬂ) d\,aﬂ JﬁMbJ\)JLJ\LJ;}

-

e

z\

-

} e 1;r:w\&/guj,wn&?,w,fﬁu&wu)&py&u&\H.m
5 0550 @CL.@ &m &Mujuy)mj u\jw\ ook \Lsm &ML ST
@}U\

R P P P gL
ui‘y\iug;;gfg;mgf:;;;;ﬂ;};g

’-wfuln ;«:/tjdl;;.f;l;Tﬁ\b\}lﬁ;&}@/’ﬁ@@@\gf@%ug\ U&;;‘g;;;is\

P

Lﬁfujl.ﬁfjw‘g%\.@;)w‘}ua)mdeguuﬂ\jwﬂ‘c&f

285




 THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

g - ,- o0 - - v -

SUIS 3 5 L1 u,,,o@) u;u’ \’Qﬁ&ubyjd-&,
(aake) WS & LT (L) e slamT G

P

go Syl s lne U e cle L Th b o st Il

il olah 3 ] el s e A wilel s oLl e i (gl

P

P VARRERVACENION PR Y SO 1N RSO R R (YR I RERIEESON

P

Lok Wi Sole ol Gl S50 U6 byl

- 7 ¥ -

s Pl A UL 8 T e S T 5 e

«sUl

Al e B g B ST Sl S0 5 S I ﬁ.bl

o, o8 - 2.5 - . A oo 0os . £ - o Y - R - P

o))"b.l..f&‘jof|JL‘)M@&‘}W@)‘}&@J@@)&}&&j

Gl ST B Sale w4 1T S0 4 el st

P P

2 o -

Sftis\ e A N e

286




 THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

/////

JJJWVML M‘,Jt&wwd\j@jur@ub&u

Wi 5 e e 5 8 V) U e et A Y

sﬁchﬁng/TfU}sf%YALJ)"/&}ZL;;.’U\;K;\}

A IS G T s DT e 305 W T SO b8 e e W 5

J1 5 ale

GG (2 s e o L s T o T o il LT

2. 0 -

o

2. E e

S 5eb I s 5 oy ey Gl 0 e B0 eds LazS1 L

o - -0 25

e T G S L3 0 T 5 40
oradl O o B 6Ven G el ol O ol G sV U oeadl (ol
SV P R T O TR W
2- Du'a al-Faraj:
p-:"Jj‘ o A ]

287

E— e

I~



" THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

;w Lz Ll C;}iw b i
’u‘@)ﬂw wupu)\ R

2w -2

Jsmadl e M\&Jl,dwluu

s

Md\jmdxﬁyﬁmj};\“u\@

S Lo s el Lo 505 A0V /j\'

sl S L 3l T i e 8

ST Ll b e L e b i | TR

gugﬂ o L WY L ol L&u 3\,’;5\;9@/5 L&,b
ST B BN A A

P

ol ol ol B B B L)

"/ w/,ﬂw/ -

288




' THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE AWAITERS OF IMAM MAHDI (A.S.)

3- Du'a for the health of Imam Zaman(a.s):
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4- Du'a al-Gharigh:
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5- Du'a al-Marefah (Prayer for the recognition and knowledge of

the Imam):
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Appendix 2: Types of pilgrimages to Imam Zaman (a.s)

1- Ziarat Aal e Yasin:
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Appendix 3: Types of prayers for Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten

his reappearance):

1- Performing a two-rak'ah prayeras a gift to the Imam:
This prayer is like the morning prayer, it is two rak'ahs, except that
after mentioning the bowing and prostration in each rak'ah, one

must say three times:
(o palall J1 :Apu Sl dl Q,Lp»
And after finishing the prayer:
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2- Prayer of Imam Zaman (a.s.)

Sayyid Ibn Tawoos, in Jamal al-Usbu, mentioned a prayer with a
supplication for each of the Imams (a.s.), including the prayer of
Imam Zaman, may Allah hasten his return; it is two rak'ahs. In each

rak'ah, you recite Surah "Hamd" until "2 (SC1 5 2 U1 ." When

you reach this verse, you recite it a hundred times, and at the last

time, you complete the surah. Then you recite ".~1 4l ,» |5 " once,

and when you finish the prayer, recite the supplication of the Imam:
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3- Prayer for seeking help from the Imam Zaman (a.s.)
(Istighatha):

Sayyid Ali Khan said in Kalem Tayyeb, This is an istighatha from

Imam Zaman, may Allah's prayers be upon him, wherever you are,

pray two rak'ahs of prayer with “..~" and recite any Surah you

wish, then stand facing the Qiblah under the sky and say:
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And whatever you wish, it will be granted, God willing. The

author says that it is better to recite Surah Fathana («G) in the

first rak'ah of this prayer after Surah Al-Hamd, and in the second
rak'ah, Surah Nasr( ,=)).

“Please pray for Imam Mahdi (a.s.) and all his supportes’

E e v o

V'G’J’J"’J"WJUMJ-‘JJV-@-W

302




