Imam al-Mahdi, the Son of Lady Fatima al-Zahra

The phrase “Mahdi bin Fatima” is frequently used by the Shia. Although using this phrase is a
matter of taste, it is rooted in narrations which, in different aspects, represent a special relation
between Lady Fatima' and Imam Mahdi. Some aspects of this relation are briefly mentioned in

this article:

1- Imam Mahdi the offspring of Fatima

According to numerous narrations, quoted by the Shia and the Sunnite, the Holy Prophet predicted
that the Promised Mahdi will be from Fatima's generation.
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"It is narrated from Umm Salamah to have said, 'l heard from the Messenger of Allah
(Muhammad) to have said, 'Mahdi is of my lineage, from Fatima's sons."

In another narration, it is quoted from Ali Ibn al-Hussain who narrated from his father, Hussain,
and he narrated from the Messenger of Allah, to have said to his daughter Fatima,
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"O Fatima! Good news for you since truly Mahdi is of your lineage."

2. Imam Mahdi the consoler of Lady Fatima

On many occasions, the Holy Prophet consoled Lady Fatima by telling her about some future
news and the world’s final events which would occur by Imam Mahdi. As regards this title, these

two events are mentioned:

1- Lady Fatima came to visit the Holy Prophet when he was near to demise. As her Majesty saw

that the Holy Prophet was not feeling well, she started to cry. The Holy Prophet raised his head

!'Lady Fatima is the only surviving child of the Prophet of Islam, the wife of Imam Ali and the mother of Imam Hassan
and Imam Husain, who was martyred in Medina at the age of 18.

2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 75, hadith 30; Sunan, by Abi Dawiid, vol. 4, p. 1832, hadith 4284; Sunan, by Ibn Majih,
kitab al-Fitan, Section Khurdj al-Mahdi, hadith 4086.

3 Kanz al-'U'mmal, by al-Muttaqt al-Hindf, vol. 12, pp. 105 and 106.



and asked her the reason. Lady Fatima replied, “I am fearful that your religion and descendants
be destroyed after you.” The Holy Prophet, seeing Lady Fatima's worries and discomfort, after
informing her about the future of the world, gave her noble daughter good news of Imam Mahdi.
In a part of this relatively long narration, we read,
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"*Ali Ibn Hilal narrated from his father saying, 'l visited the Prophet Muhammad (May Allah's
greeting be upon him and his progeny) when he was in his deathbed and Lady Fatima was sitting
near his head. Suddenly, she cried and the voice of her cry rose. The prophet raised his head and
asked her, '"My dear Fatima! What did make you cry?' She replied, 'l am afraid of being deprived
of my rights after your departure.” He answered, '... O Fatima! I swear to Allah Who sent me as
a prophet that Mahdi of this Ummah (Muslim community) is of al-Hassan and al-Hussain's
lineage. When the world will become full of chaos, some accommodations will take place, all ways
[physically and spiritually] will be blocked, some people will raid others, and no elder will have
mercy upon the younger and no younger will respect the elder, then Allah will delegate a person
of their lineage (Imam Hassan and Imam Hussain). He (Mahdi) will conquer citadels of

misguidance and impenetrably wrapped hearts and will establish the religion of Islam in the Last

4 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 78.



Days as | did it. (I am the Prophet of the Last Days). He will fill the world with justice as it will

have been full with injustice.

2- It is also narrated from Imam Sadiq that by the time Imam Husain was born, the Holy Prophet
informed Lady Fatima that her son will be martyred. Knowing this news made her fully depressed,

but the Prophet calmed her by giving her good news,

o @ Jswy e dabls A3 10U a4 4 Be Lol Ge»

Lohe b1 JLES 40 L 80lus zeds slioe 5 oadT 3 adds &

o Lonxls Lide &3 5 dejas Loas M55 ol 1 i

LdiS h Lguds Solhs Laadly G o
"4bi ‘abd Allah, Imam Sadig said,”" Fatima visited the Prophet Muhammad and saw him crying
bitterly and his eyes were tearful. She asked him about the reason. The prophet answered, 'Gabriel
informed me that Hussain would be assassinated by my ummah.' Hearing that, Fatima became

impatient and restless. So, the prophet made her aware that one of her sons will become the master

[of the world]; therefore, she felt glad and became calm."

3. Lady Fatima a role model for Imam Mahdi

Without a doubt, one of the methods used by Islam and the household of the Prophet for setting
up a program for other's life and those who may lead people to reach perfection and spiritual
improvement is making and introducing a proper role model for them. In the Holy Quran, Allah
the Exalted, the Glorified uses the term “exemplar” in many cases when it wants to talk about this

matter. For instance, He introduces the Prophet as a good exemplar by saying,
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"There is certainly a good exemplar for you in the Apostle of Allah for those who look forward to

Allah and the Last Day and remember Allah much."

> Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 233, hadith. 19.
¢ The Quran, 33:21.
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This fact that the Prophet is the good exemplar means that he possesses the best merits and

admirable qualities which people should resort to and act upon them.

Moreover, considering the classification of the exemplars in the Quran, the Holy Prophet is a
complete and fully perfect exemplar. This means that he is a good leader and exemplar in all
imaginable aspects in worldly and spiritual dimensions. In short, we can say that the Prophet of
Allah’s messenger is an infallible role model since Allah unconditionally introduces him as a

yardstick in every aspect of life.

In another verse of the Holy Quran, Prophet Ibrahim and his followers are introduced as exemplars
which indicates that being an exemplar is not specified to the Holy Prophet and Prophet Ibrahim;

rather everyone who completely follows their way can be a role model for others.’

Consequently, the household of the Prophet are the real examples of those who are in the way of
Allah and the Prophet; and they are the best role models after the Prophet.

The interesting note is that Imam Mahdi as a perfect human and infallible Imam has announced

in one of his letters that Lady Fatima is a proper role model for him. He stated,
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"... In the Prophet's daughter (Fatima), there is a good exemplar for me..."

Lady Fatima, according to the 29" verse of Surah al-Fath is among "those who were with the
Prophet.” and this is why Imam Mahdi chose her as his role model. Lady Fatima's behavior was
so close to the Prophet that even her posture in walking and sitting; and her tone in speaking was

similar to those of the Prophet.

This is what 'Ayesha, the wife of the Prophet, says about her,
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"1 have not seen anyone more similar to Prophet Muhammad in speaking, saying, and the style of

sitting than Fatima.”

7 The Quran, 60:4 and 6.

8 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 53, p. 180, hadith, 9.

° The Quran, 48:29.

I Al-Sunan al-Kubra, by Nasa¥, vol. 5, p. 391.



Moreover, the Prophet, describing the spiritual glory and moral status of Lady Fatima, said to

Salman,
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"... O Salman! Allah has filled Fatima's heart and organs up until her bone marrows with faith,

so she dedicated herself exclusively with obedience to Allah..."

4. The special status of Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi in connection to Qadr
night (the night of Ordainment)

One of the similarities between Imam Mahdi and Lady Fatima pertains to the truth of Qadr night.
In fact, Qadr night is one of the times which is of high importance in Islamic sources. According
to the verses of the Holy Quran, in this night, the Quran was sent down to the Holy Prophet’s
heart; this night is more important than one thousand months and in this night the destiny of all of

the affairs with regards to the creatures are ordained.
Understanding the greatness of this night is so difficult that Allah addresses the Prophet by telling
him,
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"And what would make you realize what the Night of Ordainment is?"

Based on narrations, one should acquire proper knowledge about Lady Fatima's spiritual state to

comprehend the blessings of Qadr night.
There is a narration of Imam Sadiq to have said,
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! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 46.
' The Quran, 97:2. 2
! Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 65, hadith. 58.



"(In the verse of the Quran when Allah says,) "Verily, We sent down the Holy Qur'an in the Night
of Qadr" the word "al-Layla™ (the night) means Fatima and "al-Qadr" (Ordainment) means
Allah.” Therefore, whoever knbws Fatima truly and completely has realized "laylat ul-Qadr".
Surely, she has named "Fatima" because, decidedly, creatures cannot know her (as she is, so
understanding the real preciousness of that night is unlikely.)"

On the other hand, concerning the connection between Qadr night and the Imamate of the twelve

Imams, Ibn ‘Abbas narrated from Imam Ali to have stated,
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"Indeed, there is the Night of Ordainment in every year and the affairs of every year are sent down
and ordained in that night. There are guardians for this matter (who receive these affairs) after

the departure of the Messenger of Allah." lbn 'Abbas asked, "Who are those guardians?" The

Imam answered, "l and the eleven Imams of my lineage to whom angles send down and speak."

Moreover, according to narrations, after the demise of the Prophet, the angels descend to the real
successor of the Prophet who is Imam Ali, and after the demise of each Imam, the next one will
take this position till it comes to the turn of Imam Mahdi who is the successor of the Prophet in
our time. Hence, the Qadr chapter can be used to prove the existence of a spiritually perfect human
who is the caliph of Allah and the deputy of the Prophet in our present time.

In this regard, the ninth Imam of the Shiites (Imam Muhammad Taqi) stated,
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' This means that just as it is*difficult to see objects in the darkness of night, the position of Lady Fatima is also
difficult to understand because it is so high. In addition, Allah, Who knows the value of everything correctly, is aware
of her great worthiness.

I Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 532, hadith 11.

I Kafi, vol. 1, p. 249, hadith 6°



"O the nation of our Shias! Argue with your adversaries by using the content of surah al-Qadr to
defeat them. | swear to Allah this surah, surely, is a proof of Allah the Exalted, the Glorified for
the creatures after the departure of the Messenger of Allah, (to prove that Allah has chosen some
infallible men to succeed the Prophet, one after the other) and it is the head of your religion. This

surah shows the perfection of our knowledge."
The result is this:

Firstly, we need to consider that on Qadr night the angels descend to the infallible Imam who is

the most perfect human. This man in our time is Imam Mahdi.

Secondly, to fully recognize the importance of this night is dependent on understanding the

spiritual state of Lady Fatima.

Consequently, it is concluded that in this great night, paying close attention to Lady Fatima and
Imam Mahdi, which means to seek recourse to them and looking at them as role models in both
material and spiritual life, is very important. In other words, if someone during the night of Qadr
tries to gain knowledge about Lady Fatima and her teachings, s/he can be hopeful to be honored

with Imam Mahdi’s special grace as well.

5. Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi; the two Divine remainders of Allah

Lady Fatima enjoyed the closest family relationship with the Prophet. She was the only Prophet’s
daughter from whom the pure generation of the Prophet continued and the eleven Shia Imams
were her offspring. In fact, she was the prophetic reserve to whom the survival of religion
depended. After her father's demise, her majesty was aware of her responsibility which was to
retaining the Prophet’s religion and keeping it alive. For this reason, she made the greatest effort
to survive the religion of Allah and help the successor of the Prophet who was Imam Ali to such
a degree that she can be considered as a Divine reservoir without whom the religion of Allah

would have remained unfinished, deviated, and eventually perished.

Lady Fatima sacrificed her life for the survival of Imamate. Her role is so indispensable in Islam
that the eleven Imams (including the Imam of our present time, Imam Mahdi) are from her and

without her existence, they also would not exist.



It is narrated that after the Fadakiyah sermon that offered by her, Imam Ali and Lady Fatima had

a conversation in which Imam Ali addressed her majesty by giving her these titles,
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"... O the daughter of the preferred and sincere servant of Allah! O the reminder of prophecy! ...

On the other hand, Imam Mahdi is a Divine reserve too and he is the last survivor of the Imams
and the final infallible man in Prophets™ linage that the survival of Allahs religion depends on his
existence. Just as Lady Fatima caused the religion of Allah to survive and continue, Imam Mahdi
will complete the prophetic mission of all the prophets and will make the Divine religion of Allah

rule in every part of the world. Accordingly, some of his titles are «& 453 5» “the Remainder

of Allah™? and « « i Y | 15.% 5» “the Remainder of the Prophets™ .

6. The love of the Holy Prophet for Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi

A. The love and affection of the Prophet for Lady Fatima
The great and infinite love of the Holy Prophet for Lady Fatima is not hidden from anyone; this

love was so much that the Prophet always used to say:
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"Fatima is a part of me; everyone who delights her verily delights me, and everyone who grieves

her verily grieves me. Fatima is my dearest one."

The way the prophet behaved toward Lady Fatima shows his special attention and inestimable
love for this great lady; for example, it is pointed out in a narration from Thawban, a servant of

the Prophet Muhammad, to have said,
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Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 29, p. 322.

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 37, p. 331, hadith. 73.

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 99, p. 181.

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 39, hadith 41.

Sunan, by Abi Davud, vol. 2! p. 391, hadith 4231; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 89, hadith 10.
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"Whenever the prophet decided to make a journey, the last one he used to bid farewell with was

Fatima and whenever he came back from a journey, the first one he used to visit was Fatima."

Moreover, in another narration quoted by Jabir bin 'Abdullah Ansari, the Holy Prophet addressed

Fatima by using a unique expression,
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"In his deathbed, the Prophet Muhammad told Fatima ‘May my parents be sacrificed for the sake

of you."

In addition, in a part of Zyaratnamah? of Lady Zahra is read, 3
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"0, Allah!... Bless on the chaste (Fatima)..., Fatima is Your Messenger's daughter, part of his

essence, the core of his heart, and the apple of his eyes..., and she is al-Mustafa 's? beloved one..."

This is clear that the love of the Prophet for Lady Fatima was not just because of the paternal
relationship, though this affection cannot be ignored. The Prophet’s behavior towards Fatima
showed that this deep kindliness was based on her special Divine principles.

Moreover, it should not be neglected that meeting Lady Fatima reminded the Prophet of the purest
and kindest woman of the world - “Lady Khadija” the Prophet's wife and the mother of Fatima
who endured many considerable hardships and spent her wealth for the sake of her husband and

his divine mission.

However, the affection between the Holy Prophet and Lady Fatima was so much that in the last
days of the Prophet’s life, when Lady Fatima was very sad and could not leave his side, the prophet

told her a secret that caused her to smile; and at that moment the Prophet passed away.

After the demise of the Prophet, her majesty revealed the secret of her smile,

Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 263, hadith 22.

A prayer read while visiting the holy shrine of holy people or when someone intends to talk to them from a distance.
Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 97, p. 200, hadith 20.

It is the title of the Prophet which means "Who was selected by Allah."
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"Someone asked Fatima, 'What did the prophet murmur in your ear that relieved your grief and
distress about his departure?' She replied, 'He informed me that | am, surely, the first one of his
household who will join him, and that my life will not last long after him, and I will soon go to

him. This matter relieved my grief.

B. The love of the Prophet for Imam Mahdi

One of Lady Fatima’s offspring is Imam Mahdi, who the Prophet repeatedly pointed out that he
would come in a day and fill the world with justice. These narrations are undoubtedly the greatest
sign of the Prophet's love for the Imam who is the last savior of humanity and the only man who

will fulfill the purpose of all the prophets.

Expressions used by the Prophet and the narrations offered by his household and also the Sunnite's
hadiths contain some wonderful contents that indicate the great affection of the last Prophet for
his last successor. In one narration quoted by Imam Ali, it is said that the Prophet while

introducing Imam Mahdi, referred to his love for him and said,
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"May my father and mother be sacrificed for the sake of him (Mahdi), he is my namesake. He is

similar to me and Prophet Moses bin Imran. Halos of light, gaining their brightness from Divine

light, envelop him."

The next narration is from Imam Husain who has said, “One day I saw my grandfather while he
was talking with Obay bin Ka'b and telling him about some issues pertaining to his own love for

the Upriser and the salvation of people who will meet him, and stated,

2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 22, p. 470, hadith. 19.
2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 337, hadith 200.
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"... O Obayy! Blessed are those who love him (Imam Mahdi), visit him, and believe in him. Allah
salvages them through him from destruction."

Indeed, the Upriser was so beloved by the great Prophet that the Prophet’s love to him is

mentioned in the Ahd supplication?® as we read, o
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"0, Allah! Delight your prophet Muhammad by meeting him (Imam Mahdi)."

Of course, the Prophet’s love and affection for Imam Mahdi are not without reason; because he is
the divine reservoir and is beloved by Allah Almighty. Therefore, the Prophet and his lovers are
ordered by Allah to love him. Accordingly, there is a long narration that represents some parts of
the event of the Mi’raj night.> At the end of this narratich, the prophet has mentioned the high

divine position of the twelve Imams and says,
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"... Then Allah the Exalted, the Glorified said, 'O Muhammad! Do you like to visit them (the twelve

infallible Imams)? I answered, 'Yes.' Allah said, 'Go ahead.’ I went ahead and abruptly saw ‘Ali
Ibn Abi Talib, al-Hassan, al-Hussain, ‘Ali Ibn al-Hussain, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali, Ja far Ibn

2 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 208, hadith. 8.

2 This is a supplication that thdse who wait for the Imam'’s appearance renew their covenant with him by reciting it.
3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 99, p. 192.

3 The night when the Prophet 4scended to heaven to meet some of the great signs of Allah.

3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 223, hadith. 21.



Muhammad, Musa Ibn Ja far, 'Ali Ibn Musa, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali, ‘Ali Ibn Muhammad, Hassan
Ibn ‘Ali, and al-Hujjat al-Qaim. Al-Qaim who was like a brightly shining star among them." |
asked who they were. Allah said, 'They are the Imams and he is the Upriser who permits every
deed | permitted and prohibits every deed | prohibited. He revenges on my enemies. O

Muhammad! Love him because I love him and everyone who loves him.

7. Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi are both oppressed

The prophets and the infallible saints from Adam to Imam Mahdi, who is the last Divine proof of
Allah, have suffered a lot in the way of spreading the religion of Allah, guiding people, and
preventing them from going astray.

A. The oppression on lady Fatima

After the demise of the Holy Prophet, a network of hypocrites deliberately carried out the worst
kind of behaviour against the dear daughter of the Prophet and his successor — Imam Ali. The
polytheists who had converted to Islam out of materialistic intentions and a deep greed to gain
more benefits made sinister plans for Islam and its future during the life of the Prophet and the
first moments after the demise of him. A clear example of this fact can be seen in ignoring the
rights of lady Fatima by usurping her properties namely Fadak and those of her children that the

tongue is unable to express the vastness of this oppression.

Of course, when the great Prophet on the last days of his life witnessed Fatima’s grief while giving
good news to her that she would have joined him immediately, predicted the oppression that would
be inflicted on her and said,
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"O Fatima! May your father be sacrificed for you. Do not cry because you are the first one who

will join me; however, you will be oppressed and your rights will be usurped. Soon after me,

hypocrisy thorns will become apparent and the garment of religion will become old-fashioned.

3 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 288, hadith. 110.



[Moreover, in the Day of Judgment] You are the first one who will come to me near the Kawthar

Pool."”
However, the oppression inflicted on lady Fatima is an indisputable historical issue® .

In addition, even if we ignore the successive historical narrations talking about the oppression
imposed on Fatima, there are certain indications and proofs that point to her being tyrannized.
One of these shreds of evidence is “her will to be buried at night” so that the oppressors would

not attend her holy funeral.

Moreover, “the secrecy of the place of her noble tomb” is one of these obvious signs. Accordingly,
the Commander of the faithful, Imam Ali, while referring to the oppression inflicted on his noble
wife says,
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"... Indeed, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah, Fatima, was always oppressed. He was
prohibited from her rights and was deprived of her heritage. The Messenger of Allah's will about
her was not executed. Furthermore, the right of Allah and the prophet's right about Fatima were

not observed. Allah is quietly Sufficient for judgment and taking revenge from the transgressors."

Indeed, these oppressions were committed against whom the Prophet made various lovely

statements,
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"Indeed, Fatima is a part of my essence. Whatever annoys her, annoys me."

3 Al-Musannaf, by 1bn Ab1 SHaybah, vol. 7, p. 432; Ansab al-Ashraf, by Bilaziri, vol. 1, p. 576; Fara'id al-Simtayn,
by Juwayni, vol. 2, p. 34; Sahih, by al-Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 504, Kitab al-Khums, section 837, hadith 1265; Sahih, by
Muslim, vol. 4, p. 30, Kitab al-Jihad Va al-Siyar, section 15, hadith 52.

3 Amali, by Shaykh Tasi, p. 156, hadith 258.

3 Sahth, by Muslim, vol. 12, p® 203; Sahih, by Bukhari, section 12, p. 484.



Yv

B. The oppression on Imam Mahdi

The fact is that many people believe that the oppression on Imam Mahdi is far greater and more
complex than the oppression applied on prophets and Imams in the past time; because he has
witnessed many sorts of crime against the greatest noble humans in history and has been waiting
for performing the divine rule against these kinds of maltreatments for more than one thousand
and one hundred years so far; and it may take many more years, and more importantly, he is alone
and hidden.

On the other hand, many people, unfortunately, have forgotten him, while he does not neglect
them even for a moment, since he is the only mediator of grace between Allah and His creature

and the exclusively promised saviour who is alive.

Therefore, the Commander of the faithful — Imam Ali to depict the oppression imposed on his son

- Imam Mahdi and the long exile of him says,
"The Owner of this Matter,® Mahdi is displaced, rejectéd, sole, and lonely."

Also, Imam Ali has mentioned the mutual love between Imam Mahdi and his devotees in another
narration while, in a subtle way, he clarifies the oppression put on Imam Mahdi during his
imamate by saying,
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"Allah will create a nation whom He loves and they love Him. Their Imam who is a stranger

among them will govern them..."

Also, Daviid bin Kathir al-ReqqT, an eminent companion of Imam Miisa al-Kazim, says,
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Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 120, hadith. 21.

This is one of the titles giverfto Imam Mabhdi in narrations pointing out that he is the owner of the divine caliphate.
Ihgaq al-Haqq, p. 978, hadith 19.

Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, p. 361 ’hadith. 4.
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"l asked Aba al-Hassan Miisa ibn Ja'far about whom the occultation pertains to. The Imam
replied, 'He is rejected, lonely, stranger, and absent from his family. He will be the revenger of

his father ['s blood Imam Hussain].

The word "tarid" (the outcast one) is said to someone who is dismissed and rejected. The Imam
of the Age is truly an outcast because his dignity and position are not considered properly, and his
rights are not respected as it should and none of the thanksgiving steps for this great divine

blessing is properly performed.

In other words, while the general blessing of the existence of the Imam of the Age encompasses
everyone, no one is gratitude for him as required to the extent that people, knowingly or
unknowingly, has ignored him and there is no sign of paying attention to him in people's hearts,

tongues and behaviours.

The word, "wahid" (the lonely one) means someone who is alone and does not have a helper.

8. The essential role of Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi in combating deviations

and false innovations

In Arabic terms, "bid'ah™ means "innovation”, "a new idea" and "something unprecedented"; and
in religious term, it means “inserting something into the religion that is not part of the religion”
or “attributing something to the religion that is not really part of it”. In English, we describe this

religious term as "a false innovation."

Creating the “false innovation” in the field of religion and religious values causes confusion
between right and wrong, makes it difficult to distinguish right and righteousness from wrong and
false claimants, and ultimately, leads to the spread of oppression, murder, injustice, distrust, etc.
Therefore, false innovation is considered a great sin and is deeply forbidden, and it is so dangerous
that if not confronted, the basis of religion and its values will be wavered and it leads to deviation

and misguidance of people.

The history of false innovation in Islam dates back to the time after the demise of the Prophet;
despite the repeated recommendations of the Holy Prophet, at the first moments after the Prophet’s
demise, the Ummah deviated from accepting the leadership of Imam Ali, because of some pre-

designed plans made by some people who wanted to gain some worldly goals. This deviation,



later on, brought about some changes in the Muslim community that led to the abuse of the
Umayyad caliphs who took advantage of the unfavorable and corrupt atmosphere and gained
domination over the Islamic community. This deviation was to the extent that led to the
destruction of the principles and values of the Prophetic and Alawi school of thought and marked
the bloody tragedy of Karbala. Although Imam Hussain, following the way of his grandfather,
father, mother, and brother, fought against Umayyad’s dangerous false innovations and deviations
by sacrificing his life and declined its blasphemous speed, the effect of that deviation remains and

continues to our present time.

However, the fact is that, if it were not for the fundamental struggle of Lady Fatima and her noble
progeny, no trace of Islam would be visible today. The Prophet has mentioned the role of Imamate
against false innovation and stated,
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"Surely, in the time of every false innovation that would harm the faith, there is a guardian from
my Household, who is an agent to defend the faith. He speaks according to inspirations from
Allah, declares and enlightens the right, thwarts the conspiracy of the guileful people, and is the
expressive tongue of the powerless people. Therefore, take lesson, O you who have insight! And

put your trust in Allah."

Moreover, Imam Ali has pointed to the role of the Household of the Prophet in real fighting

against false innovation and deviation in the 164th sermon of Nahj al-Balagah by stating,
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"... Know that the best servant of Allah is a just Imam who is rightly guided and guides others.

He preserves determined traditions and abolishes false innovation."

4 Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 54, hadith'5.
4 Nahj al-Balagah, Sermon no? 164; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 31, p. 489, hadith 9.



The role of lady Fatima in combating deviations

As it emerges from the short but mysterious life of lady Fatima, she sacrificed her life for the sake
of the Prophetic and Imamate mission, so that the religion would remain and the false innovations
and deviations be eliminated, and her father succeed in his efforts. For, as it is mentioned, the
greatest deviation is the nation’s deviation from the path of what Allah has introduced in His

religion.

Of course, there is an expansive talk about Fatima's combating the false innovation; the Fadakiyah
sermon and some eloquent lectures of her, are some distinguished examples indicating her real
stand against those religious diversions. In this way, Lady Fatima never refused to act against the
dangerous deviation that took place concerning the guardianship of the household of the Prophet
who were the source of wisdom and knowledge, and always warned about the ominous and
continuous consequences of deviating from the school of the Prophet. For example, she publicly
moved against the dangerous innovation that emerged in the form of usurping the Caliphate
position in the form of her famous sermon she delivered to the women in Medina. Pointing out to

the bad consequences of this deviation said stated,
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"Be aware that the camel of the Caliphate is pregnant (Those who intended to usurp the caliphate
succeeded.) Wait for a little to see it gives birth to its baby. Then, instead of a bowl of milk, wash
the bowls full of fresh blood mixed with deadly poison. Then, the vain doers become the losers.
Later, whoever follows this falsehood will comprehend the consequences of what the predecessors

established. You rejoiced in your life in this world and your heart is at peace with this sedition.

(You committed the sedition without anxiety and worry.) Consequently, | warn you to wait for the

4 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 160, hadith 9.



sharp swords, the onslaught of the aggressive oppressors, the pervasive chaos and bewilderment,
and the tyranny of the oppressors. They will pay you a meager income and will scatter you. You
will have a lot of regrets. How far the truth is with you while things are vague for you! Shall we

force it upon you while you dislike it?"

The fact is that Lady Fatima could see and understand the hazards of future events with her heart,
therefore, she fought against that false innovation with all of her ability and continued till she was

martyred for the sake of protecting the divine guardianship after the Prophet.

The role of Imam Mahdi in combating deviations

Imam Mahdi also behaves like lady Fatima in dealing with false innovations and deviations.
Because, the confrontation of the hypocrites with religion and their misuse of sacred things is not
limited to a specific time. In addition, such deviations have reached their dark peak at the time of
the Imam of the Age; and Dajjals and Sufyanies are engaged in spreading seduction, murder,
looting, corruption, and plundering the material and spiritual capitals of the oppressed people in
the form of different names, false claims (with regard to the deputyship of the Imam), and forming
complex networks of terror and corruption. Therefore, the Upriser will fight against their false
thoughts and deeds according to his divine duty, and he will revive the divine duties, and the true
Prophetic and Alavi traditions. According to this, the Commander of the faithful states about him

and his mission,
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"He (Mahdi) will subordinate desires to guidance when people subordinate guidance to desires
and will subordinates opinions to the Quran when people subordinate the Quran to their opinions.

... He will show you the just way to govern and will revivify ignored injunctions of the Book and

the tradition."

Also, Imam Bagir states about Imam Mahdi's persistent combating against false innovation and

deviation to revive the true traditions of the Holy Messenger of Islam and stated,

4 Nahj al-Balagah, sermon 138.
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"When Imam Mahdi rises, he discards all false innovations and perpetuates all Islamic
traditions."

Thus, in the noble prayer of Ahd, the most important duty of the Upriser in combating deviation

IS mentioned as it says,
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"Where is the reserved person [by Allah] for reviving obligatory duties and [Divine] traditions?
Where is the opted person for restitution of the religion and nation [of Islam]? Where is the

wishing person for revivifying the Book [Quran] and its ambits? Where is the person who revives

the works and signs of religion and the believers ... ”

Source: The Final Hope, January 2021, Issue no. 4

Mahdism.net

4 Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 339, hadith 84.
4 Mafatih al-Jinan, Nudbah supplication; Igbal al-A'mal, by Sayyed bin Tawiis, p. 295 - 299.



