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Abstract

After the holy Qur’an, Hadith is the second source of Islam in terms of 
authority and the first in terms of extent. Contrary to the Qur’an, hadith is 

history testifies to it. Prior to the era of occultation, many hadiths were 
presented to the Imams, and they rejected some of them and corrected 

of these hadiths in his . On the other hand, the most 
important Shiite hadith books were compiled after the occultation of the 
Twelfth Imam. The period of the Minor Occultation was a crucial time 
in Shiite history. With a historical and analytical approach, this article 
studies the identity and conditions of the Four Deputies and their role in 
guiding the Shiite community in relation to Hadith. In this regard, the 
article discusses the stance of the Four deputies against the hadiths of false 

Qom, the reason why  was not presented to them so as to obtain the 

Keywords
Occultation.
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The Infallible Imams and the Correction of Ahadith 

Hadith being the largest source of Islamic teachings, and gaining 
authenticity from Qur›an, contain vast details in a variety of matters. 
They contain fundamental importance in all subjects of practical Islamic 
life, and are often the main source of reference for Islamic scholars in 
different fields. Even general public of Muslims were advised to engage in 
listening, reciting and reiterating these as per the following, narrated from 

Contrary to Qur’an, the Hadiths are not the word of Allah , and were 

Consequently, these were prone to alteration and forgery. Hence, the 
Prophet warned anyone who fabricated Hadith on his behalf. 

However, due to many reasons - including almost one century of ban 
on writing and compiling Ahadith- many were forged or manipulated. 
That was the reason why many people tried to refine them and established 
tough conditions for their acceptance. 

as fully authenticated. However, Shi’a collections have the advantage in 

during their lifetimes, spanning almost 230 years.



57

Morteza MaddahiThe Role of the Four Deputies of 
Imam Mahdi (a) in Shiite Hadith Literature 

from people and when I asked you about them, you certified some and 

of right and wrong, true and false, permanent and abrogated, general and 

like my companionship with him, and no one learned from him as much as 

them any Ahadith that they heard from any other sources. As Kulayni 

them before him to be verified. 
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Or another Hadith that Kulayni narrates: 

Abi Mahmud:
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by interpreting its meaning. An example can be the dialogue of one of the 

 

explained or corrected by proofreading, or rejected or added the missing 

This is an indication of the privilege and superiority of the Ahadith of 
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Who Were the Four Deputies?

presence and during his Minor Occultation? This question is very important 

during this time. And as we will discuss later, there is also the question 

Since some orientalists have raised doubts about the authenticity and 

who they were and how they were appointed as deputies, even before any 
discussion about their duties and responsibilities.

and his followers. This period is called the Minor Occultation and the 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Abu al-Hasan Ali b. Muhammad Samori
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th

of the representatives. Sheikh Tusi said that ten people worked under his 

In a congregation of forty reliable and selected people, during the 

Sheikh Tusi commented that he also managed the funeral proceedings 

The most important tasks that the first deputy had were to prove that 

prove the concept of Occultation and prove that he was the appointed 

to prove their appointment to this position as the issues of representation 
and occultation were already established. 

What aggravated the problem for him was that he had to do all of this 
in secret because of the belligerent Abbasid government. In ensuring that 
the spies of the government could not detect the first deputy’s activities, 
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to continue his duties as the caretaker of the office of Imamate until the 

Although, it was reported that the entire community agreed to recognize 
him as the deputy of the Imam, there were also signs indicating that some 

his job the date of his death is uncertain but it is estimated to be between 

AH

The main problem that Muhammad had was that some people, who had 
accepted the deputyship of his father, refused to accept his. One of them 

However, the other opponents accepted his deputyship when they saw 
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deputyship and, miraculously, also foretold about Muhammad b. Ali b. 

His long deputyship continued until 305/917 and in the last days of his 
life, he gathered a group of close companions who elected Husain b. Ruh 

Nowbakhti was famous and they made uncountable contributions to the 

Husain b. Ruh, as Sheikh Tusi narrates, was respected by al-Muqtadir 

government:

Despite all of this, he spent five years in the Abbasid’ prison, for any of 
the following hypothesized reasons: 

1. Financial: refraining from paying what government had asked for. 

2. 

3. 
 

However, the third reason is rather weak since the government itself 
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Considering that Nowbakhti was extremely cautious and he was 
always observing Taqiyah, the second reason is also possess less weight. 
Furthermore, there was no reason for his tendency towards the Qarmatians. 
Proof of observing Taqiyah and keeping his belief secret lies in the fact 
that in one of his meetings with some Sunnis, he praised the first and 
the second Caliph then one of his companions quietly laughed. When the 
session ended, Ibn Ruh came to that companion and threatened: I swear 

It seems that rather the first mentioned financial reason was the cause of 
his imprisonment. During this period, the government of the Abbasids had 
financial problems to the extent that, according to some reports, positions 
in the ministries were given to anyone who could give sufficient money to 
the Caliph. Moreover, according to reports there was even a special office 
to deliver a definite amount to the caliph and his family from expropriated 

and this position was established at this time, he could have owned many 

with the government and maybe also his wealth were the reasons why 

 Regardless, some important events occurred during Ibn Ruh’s twenty 
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as his successor and this person created many problems for him. 

When Ibn Ruh was about to leave this world, he appointed Ali b. 

a noble family, he had fewer objectors to his deputyship. However, his 
deputyship was rather short - almost three years – and a few days before 

Baghdad. The period of the Minor Occultation ended with the death of the 
last of the four deputies.

To understand the difficulty of the time of Minor Occultation, it is 

th

under question. 
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happened after the demise of almost every Imam, yet every time there was 
an heir of the present Imam to solve the problem. But this time, there was 

In addition, many of the previous Shi’a factions that split from the 

beliefs, there was doubt in the minds of the people, especially about the 

cities and this problem persisted up to the time of sheikh Saduq, who 
said in the beginning of his Kamal al-Din: When I was traveling for the 

They also had to deal with the six Caliphs who ruled during the period 
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How Were People Sure That They Were Appointed by the Imams?

letters. One may ask how people were sure that these were not forged.

First of all, the people close to the Imams knew their handwriting. 
Reports mention that some people asked for samples of the handwriting of 

me so that I may know his handwriting and he did. In my heart I wished I 
could ask him to give me his pen and he gave it without me expressing my 

handwriting. According to some sources, the handwriting of Imam Mahdi 

Baghdad and received the answer in his handwriting, despite the fact that 
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and this was a sign to the community and the companions to recognize 

and the audiences recorded the date of that saying only to discover later 

They were also very pious people and were even praised in the Sunni 

with him when another man came and asked a question. He asked whether 

the enemies of Allah, then why did Allah allow them to be dominant over 

asked him about the event of the last day and when he received the answer 
the next day, he asked whether the answer was from him or from the Imam 

by the birds or to be taken by the winds to the deserts is preferable to me 
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Presentation of Ahadith before the Nuwwab and Imam Mahdi (a)

in this regard, yet, we have some reports that they contributed to the 
evaluation of Ahadith in several ways. In the same way that Ahadith were 

In one example, Muhammad b. Salih said: I asked about the Hadith 

whether they recite Qur’an, because according to a single verse, this 

practice except when there were doubts about their authenticity. This can 

one of the people who had narrated Ahadith but later had gone astray. 
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asking about the Hadith that some people narrate that fasting during the 

son] 
permitted for us to write the same on the graves? He answered there is no 

Opposition to the Sources of Forged Ahadith

The one who had narrated many fake Ahadith is the false claimant 

When Husain b. Ruh was forced to live a hidden life, he appointed 
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 but it seemed that they did not obey the message 

was issued when Ibn Ruh was in prison and Muhammd b. Hammam said 

they could release their false Ahadith. These confrontations made scholars 
very cautious about Ahadith already narrated by such people and this is the 

no heir:
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scholars of Qom introducing himself as a knowledgeable man and the 

claimed it. According to as-Saqud, he asked the Caliph to help him with 
gaining those properties but the people of Qom asked for extraordinary 
signs that would prove that he is the legitimate Imam. When he could not 
present any proof, they decided to leave the city for Qom without giving 

we mentioned before, many of the writers during the time of the Minor 

have been many more. 

was. 
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1. 
and received admiration from him. 

Seyed b. Tawus is one of the people who claimed that since Kulayni 
lived at the time of the Four Deputies and was also in the city of Baghdad, 

time of the Akhbaris, most of them believed that all Ahadith of the Four 

 

In some of the issues of this al-Kafi, the publisher had this sentence 
carved on its cover. In addition, while the Muhadith Nuri stated that this 
narration is not recognized as a Hadith, he tried to prove that the book 

comprehensive, demanded to be presented to them as well.

Muhadith Nuri says that Kulayni stayed for twenty years in Baghdad, 
and it is less likely that while people went to them for any dispensable 

questions remain: Why did Kulayni not refer to them for such a great 
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And shouldn’t there have been normal relations between them?

This was not because of conflict between them but rather because of 
the difficult circumstances for the Shi’a under the Abbaside persecution 
but also because of the absence of any need for that.1 Both Aga Bozorg 

 It seems that the third opinion is more sensible and preferred.

Firstly, the first opinion is not acceptable since there is insufficient 
proof, as the proposed Hadith had no root, and also because of another 

 

However, it is quite possible that a part of this Hadith was cut and 
mistakenly reported in some book with a slight change, hence their 

first must have been presented also is not accurate. Considering that 

when Nowbakhti was in prison, he had some delusional ideas. Despite 
his background as the first assistant of Nowbakhti, and the fame of his 

1
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was extremely high, so-much-so that the people of Qom once received 

manipulated their content. They wrote a letter to Bagdad to ask Nowbakhti 
about the contents of these letters and he confirmed the fact that they were 

 .

Accordingly, there was sufficient reason to present his book before the 

reason to do so. Aga Bozorg Tehrani said that the presentation of books to 

Thirdly, we know that Kulayni wrote the prologue of his book after 
its completion and would have mentioned such presentation to the Imam 

correct Ahadith. Also it is not clear why Muhadith Nuri claimed that there 

despite the fact that Kulayni hardly narrated from them, even regarding 
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of Qom to see if it contained any defective Ahadith. They replied that 

 Even in this case, he could have rather asked the 

to verify that? Hence, there was no need for referral. 

answers to a given issue in order to keep their followers safe. In one 

differently. Not long after, a third person asked the same question and the 

why he gave different answers, and he said:
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they know better whom to choose but Abu al-Qasim has a character that I 
do not have. If the Imam is under his cloak and he is cut by clipper he will 

Kulayni narrated that on one occasion the government had some 

receive money from the people and he relayed this message to his men and 

secret. There are some reports that he acted in a way that some believed 
that he was from Ahl al-Sunnah. Nowbakhti heard that one of his servants, 

apologize and after some time asked to be re-instated, but was refused 

said that he once had a question and was expecting an answer from the 
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any receipt for any payment to them. According to Sheikh Tusi, Muhammad 

and from that time forth and I did. I requested a receipt but he avoided it 

not to request any receipt from him, saying: Whatever reaches Ibn Ruh 
reaches me. And after that I gave him the payment without asking for a 

Bozorg Tehrani said: How could Kulayni present such a huge book to the 

2. 
because Kulayni, being from the school of Qom, was against the school 
of Baghdad. 

 

Accordingly, not only did Kulayni not present this book to them 
but there was also some friction between them. Kulayni’s refrain from 

avoiding any narrations of Ahadith from them, can be indications of this 

This opinion is also not acceptable because Kulayni never mentions the 

Ahadith from the first and the third 
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First of all, abstaining from mentioning the name and the position of the 

a consonant way, did not mention their names and avoided talking about 

Kulayni in narrating Hadith from them or mentioning their names in his 
book that somehow they were opposed or in conflict. 

Moreover, Newman’s theory is based on the popularized idea that 
Kulayni stayed for twenty years in Baghdad. While, what we know is that 
he moved to Baghdad and was there in 327/939. Unfortunately, we do not 

 

if this is true, then two matters can be inferred. 

Firstly, it is most likely that the entire book or most of it, had been 
duplicated in Qom and Ray by his students, hence presenting it to the 

Secondly, Kulayni did not stay long enough in Baghdad to offer his 

Then after refutation of the two above mentioned ideas the third would 

difference between the schools of Qom and Baghdad but due to the tough 
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Conclusion 

called the Minor Occultation. The era of the Minor Occultation involved 

perplexed; deviant ideas were exposed; and proving the existence of an 

that if they are doubtful about a Hadith to refer that to him and reports 

and he responded with specific instructions. 

deviation that was the cause of doubt. However, presenting the book of al-

was quite impossible. 

say that since Kulayni did not mention the names and the position of 

This is a clear indication to the people to rather refer to them in their 
theoretical questions. 
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