Sunni Scholars™ Recognition of the Birth of Imam Mahdi

On the night of the fifteenth of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH, the twelfth divine
proof of God, Imam Mahdi (AJ), was born in the house of Imam Hasan Askari
(AS). The rays of the sun shone on the world, and the glad tidings of the twelfth
proof of God were announced. His mother 's name was Narjis Khatun (SA). The
birth of the last divine treasure was a certain and definite matter, and there is no
doubt or suspicion about it. The narrations of the Ahlulbayt (AS) testify to this
Important matter and increase human certainty. Not only do the narrations and
statements of the scholars of the Imamiyah school regarding the birth of Imam
Mahdi (AJ) exist to a sufficient extent, but Sunni scholars in successive centuries
have also had numerous statements regarding the birth of that Imam, which in this
article refers to the opinions of fifty Sunni scholars and great thinkers about the
birth of Imam Mahdi (AJ).

1. Ali bin Al-Hussein bin Ali Al-Mas ‘udi Al-Shafi 'i (died 346 AH)

2. Abu Al-Fadl Al-Shafi 'i Al-Haskafi (died 553 AH)

3. Ibn Al-Azraq Al-Fariqi (died 571 AH)

4. Imad al-Din al-1sfahani (died 597 AH)

5. Fakhr al-Razi al-Shafi 'i (died 604 AH)



6. Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Abdul Karim Ibn al-Athir al-Jazri (died 630
AH)

7. Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi (died 638 AH)

8. Subt Ibn al-Jawzi (died 654 AH)

9. Muhammad bin Yusuf al-Ganji (died 658 AH)

10. Shams al-Din Ibn Khalkan (died 681 AH)

11. Ibn al-Tigtagi al-Hasani (died 709 AH)

12. Ibn Fawti al-Shaybani (died 723 AH)

13. Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida ' (died 732 AH)

14. Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (died 748 AH)

15. Zain al-Din Ibn al-Wardi (died 749 AH)



16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

Salah al-Din al-Safadi (died 764 AH)

Abu Muhammad al-Ya 'fai (died 768 AH)

Mas 'ud bin 'Umar bin 'Abdullah al-Tafatzani (died 792 AH)

Abd al-Rahman Ibn Khaldun (died 808 AH)

Muhammad ibn Shahna Al-Halabi (died 815 AH)

Abd al-Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad Jami (died 817 AH)

Khwaja Muhammad Parsa (died 822 AH)

Ahmad ibn Ali Qalgashandi (died 821 AH)

Ibn Hajar al-Asqgalani al-Shafi 'i (died 852 AH)

Ibn Sabagh al-Maliki (died 855 AH)

Ibn Muhammad Siraj al-Din al-Rifai (died 885 AH)



217.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34,

35.

36.

37.

Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Tulun (died 953 AH)

Ibn Hajar al-Haytami (died 973 AH)

Abdul Wahhab al-Sha ‘arani (died 974 AH)

Abdul Qadir bin Sheikh bin Abdullah al- 'Idroos (died 989 AH)

Sayyid Muhammad bin al-Hussein al-Samargandi (died 996 AH)

Shams al-Din al-Ramli (died 1004 AH)

Ahmad bin Yusuf al-Qarmani al-Hanafi (died 1019 AH)

Shahab al-Din Abi Falah Ibn al-Imad al-Hanbali (died 1089 AH)

Damin bin Shiddigam al-Husayni al-Madani (died 1090 AH)

Sayyid Hasan al-lIraqgi (died in the 9th or 10th century AH)

Abdul-Malik al-Asimi al-Makki (died 1111 AH)



38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

48.

Abdullah al-Shabrawi al-Shafi 'i (died 1172 AH)

Ja 'far bin Hasan bin Abdul Karim al-Barzanji (died 1177 AH)

Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Safarini Al-Hanbali (died 1188 AH)

Muhammad Amin Al-Baghdadi Al-Suwaidi (died 1246 AH)

Sulaiman ibn Ibrahim Al-Qunduzi Al-Hanafi (died 1294 AH)

Muhammad Siddig Hasan Khan Al-Qannuji (died 1307 AH)

Yaqut ibn Abdullah Al-Hamawi (died 626 AH)

Muhammad Wais Al-Haidari (died 1405 AH)

Khairuddin Al-Zarkali (died 1410 AH)

Mustafa ibn Abdulrahim ibn Bargan Al-Hashimi (contemporary)

Sharif Anas Al-Hasani Al-Katbi (contemporary)



49. Aarif Ahmad Abdul Ghani (contemporary)

50. Abdullah ibn Muhammad Al-Hashlaf (contemporary)

51. Mohammad Omar Sarbazai (contemporary)

Detailed opinions of the scholars are as follows:

1. Ali bin al-Hussein bin Ali al-Mas 'oudi al-Shafi 'i (d. 346 AH)

Al-Mas 'oudi, a renowned scholar of the Shafi 'i school, writes about the birth of
Imam Mahdi (AJ) as follows:
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"In the year 260 AH, Abu Muhammad Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin
Musa bin Ja 'far bin Muhammad bin Ali bin al-Hussein bin Ali bin Abi Talib
(peace be upon them) (Imam Hasan Askari (AS)) passed away during the
caliphate of Mu 'tamid. He was only twenty-nine years old. He was the father of
the awaited Mahdi." (Muruj al-Dhahab, vol. 4, p. 160)

Y. Abu al-Fadl al-Shafi 'i al-Hasakafi (died 553 AH)

Abu al-Fadl Yahya ibn Salama ibn al-Hussein al-Hasakafi was one of the
prominent figures of Ahl al-Sunnah who accepted the existence of Imam Mahdi
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(peace be upon him) and composed poetry about him and other Imams of Ahl al-
Bayt (peace be upon them).

Ibn Kathir al-Dimashqi, a Salafi scholar, after quoting a long poem from him,
writes:
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Then, he recites a poem in praise of the Ahl al-Bayt and the Twelve Imams,
saying:

Anyone who asks me about my love for the Ahlul Bayt, to see whether | openly
confess it or deny it?
Know this! I never deny it, my love for them is intertwined with my flesh and



blood. My love for them is guidance and growth. By Ahlul Bayt, we mean Haider,
Hassan, (Then he mentions all the Imams until he reaches Imam Mahdi) the
twelfth of them is Hassan who will be followed by Muhammad bin Al-Hasan,
who is currently absent.

Let no one think that | am a Shia and agree with them or that | am a outsider and
corrupt. My madhab is Shafi 'i because he has been confirmed in his view. |
follow Shafi 'i in principle and in detail, so whoever seeks guidance should follow
me. ( Al-Bidayah wa An-Nihayah, Vol. 14, pp. 154-155.)
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3. Ibn al-Azraqg al-Fariqgi (d. 571 AH)

Ibn al-Azraq al-Farigi, one of the prominent scholars of the Ahl al-Sunnah in his
book "Tareekh" (History), mentions the time of the birth of Imam Mahdi (may
Allah hasten his reappearance) as follows:
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"Indeed, the aforementioned Hujjat (Imam Mahdi) was born on the ninth of Rabi '
al-Awwal in the year 258 AH, although it has been said that he was born on the
eighth of Sha 'ban in the year 256 AH, and this statement is more correct."”

Source: Al-Fariqi 's "Tareekh", p. 26.

Note: Although this text refers to the birth of Imam Mahdi (AS), it should be
noted that the statement regarding his birth on the ninth of Rabi ' al-Awwal or the
eighth of Sha 'ban in the year 256 AH or 258 AH is not accurate.
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4. Imad al-Din Isfahani, another scholar of Ahl al-Sunnah, explicitly
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acknowledged the birth of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him). He wrote in his
book:
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"The birth of Abu al-Qasim Muhammad al-Mahdi in Samarra was on Friday, the
twelfth of the blessed month of Ramadan."
"Al-Bustan al-Jami*, p. 190
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5. Fakhr al-Din al-Razi al-Shafi 'i (d. 604 AH)
Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, a prominent Sunni scholar, writes in his book "al-Shajarah

al-Mubarakah™ in the commentary on the life of Imam Askari (peace be upon
him):
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Imam Hasan Askari had two sons and two daughters. But one of his sons is the
owner of the time (Imam Mahdi) and the other is Musa, who passed away during
the lifetime of his father. But his daughters were Fatima and Um Musa, both of

whom passed away during the lifetime of their father.

"Al-Shajarah al-Mubarakah fi Ansab al-Talibiyyah", p. 78-79.
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6. Muhammad ibn Muhammad ibn Abd al-Karim Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari (d. 630
AH)

In his renowned book "al-Kamil fi al-Tarikh", Ibn al-Athir al-Jazari explicitly
states that Imam Askari, peace be upon him, had a son named Muhammad:
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"In the year 260 AH, Hasan ibn Ali...peace be upon them, passed away. He was
Abu Muhammad al-Askari, one of the Imams of the Twelver Shia. He is the father
of Muhammad that Shiites are waiting for him from the cellar of Samarra.” (al-
Kamil fi al-Tarikh, vol. 6, pp. 249-250)
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7. Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi (d. 638 AH)

Ibn Arabi is one of the Sunni scholars who has referred to the birth of Imam Mahdi
(peace be upon him). However, the notable point is that this statement of his has
been distorted in his book "Al-Futuhat al-Makkiyah". But Shu ‘arani, one of the
Sunni scholars, quotes the following from the book "Futuhat Makkiyah™:
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"And the statement of Sheikh Muhyiddin in the section of 326 in the book "Al-
Futuhat al-Makkiyah™ is as follows: ... He is from the progeny of the household of
the Prophet (peace be upon him and his family), from the children of Lady Fatima
(peace be upon her) and his father is Hasan Askari, the son of Imam Ali al-Naqi ..."

(Al-Yawagqit wa al-Jawahir, vol. 1, p. 562)
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8. Subut ibn al-Jawzi (d. 654 AH)

Subut ibn al-Jawzi, one of the scholars of the Sunni community, writes about
Imam Zaman (may Allah bless him) as follows:
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" chapter on the Al-Hujjah al-Mahdi:

he is Muhammad bin Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Musa al-Ridha
bin Ja 'far bin Muhammad bin Ali bin al-Husayn bin Ali bin Abi Talib (peace be
upon them). His nickname is Abu Abdullah and Abu al-Qasim, and he is the same
as the Khalaf al-Hujjah and the owner of the time. He is the Qa 'im, the Awaited
One, the Successor, and the last of the Imams." (Tadhkirat al-Khawass, p. 363)
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9. Muhammad bin Yusuf al-Ganji (d. 658 AH)

In his book "Kifayat al-Talib," Shafi 'i scholar Muhammad bin Yusuf al-Ganji
writes about the life of Imam Askari (peace be upon him):
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" Imam Askari (peace be upon him) succeeded to the Imamate after his father
Imam Hadi, (peace be upon him). He was born in the month of Rabi ' al-Thani in
the year 232 AH and passed away at the age of 28 on the 8th of Rabi ' al-Awwal
in the year 260 AH. He was buried in his father 's house. He left behind a son who
Is the awaited Imam."

(Kifayat al-Talib, p. 458)
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10. Shams al-Din Ibn Khalkan (d. 681 AH)

Ibn Khalkan, in his book "Wafayat al-A 'yan", states that Imam Mahdi, (may
Allah hasten his noble reappearance), was born on the night of Friday the 15th of
Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH and He was only five years old when his noble father

passed away.
Although he, like other liars such as Dhahabi, has added falsehood, as he writes:
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"Abu al-Qasim Muhammad, the son of Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon
them), who according to the belief of Shia Muslims, is the twelfth Imam and is
known as al-Hujjah. Shia Muslims believe that he is the Awaited One, the Qa 'im,
and the Mahdi who is the owner of the cellar (Sardab) and there are many
discussions about him. Shia Muslims are waiting for his appearance at the end of
time from the cellar of Samarra.

His birth was on Friday, the fifteenth night of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH. When
his father passed away, he was only five years old. (“"Wafayat al-A 'yan wa Anba
Abna ' al-Zaman", vol. 2, p. 94.)"
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11. Ibn al-Tagtaqi al-Hasani (d. 709 AH)
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Safi al-Din Muhammad bin Taj al-Din, a Sunni genealogist known as Ibn Taqgtaqi
al-Hasani, he writes about the birth of Imam Mahdi (AJ) as follows:
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For Imam Hasan Askari (AS), it is not mentioned that he had any offspring other
than Abu al-Qasim Muhammad al-Mahdi, the owner of the age, may Allah hasten
his noble reappearance. Shiites believe that he is still alive and he is the awaited
Mahdi who will appear at the end of time, just as his grandfather, the Messenger
of Allah (PBUH), gave him glad tidings. His birth date according to the correct
opinion is 256 AH on the night of the 15th of Sha 'ban, and his mother 's name is
Narjis or Safiyah. His birthplace is also Samarra.

Al-Asili fi Ansab al-Talibiyyin, p.161.

12. Ibn Futayh al-Shaybani (d. 723 AH) explicitly mentions the issue of the birth
of Imam al-Mahdi (AS) and his two occultations in his book, stating:
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Al-Qa 'im al-Muntazar (the Awaited Savior), the Owner of the Time, the Twelfth
Imam. He is Abu al-Qasim Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Askari, the son of Ali al-
Hadi al-Alawi al-Husayni al-Mahdavi and the one who will rise for the truth. We
have mentioned his titles according to their order. He was born in the year 255 or
257 AH, two years and seven months before his father 's passing, on the night of
the 15th of Sha 'ban. He has two occultations before his reappearance, the second
one being longer, and there are narrations that speak about these occultations.
Majma ' al-Adab fi Mu 'jam al-Algab, vol. 3, p. 330.

13. 'Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida (d. 732 AH)



'Imad al-Din Abu al-Fida, a historian from the Sunni tradition, writes about the
Imam of the Time (AJ):
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The mentioned Imam Hasan Askari is the father of Muhammad al-Muntazar, the
owner of the cellar. Muhammad al-Muntazar is the Twelfth Imam of the Shi 'a and
Is referred to as al-Qa 'im, al-Mahdi, and al-Hujjah. His birth was in the year 255
AH.

Tarikh Abi al-Fida, p. 45.

14. Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi (died 748 AH)

Shams al-Din al-Dhahabi, one of the prominent scholars of the Sunni community
and a commentator on the field of hadith, biographies, history, and genealogy,
mentions in several of his books, including "Al- 'lbar fi Khabar min Ghabar,"
"Tarikh al-Islam," and "Siyar A 'lam al-Nubala," that Imam Askari had a son
named "Muhammad" who was born in the year 256 AH.

In "Al- 'Ibar fi Khabar min Ghabar," he writes:
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"In the year 256 AH, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Askari, whom the Rafidah
[Shia] refer to with titles such as 'Khalaf al-Hujjah, ' ‘Mahdi, ' 'Muntadhar, ' and
'Sahib al-Zaman, ' was born. He is the last Imam from the Twelve Imams." (Al-
'Ibar fi Khabar min Ghabar, vol. 1, p. 381)

And in the book "History of Islam™, in the description of Imam Askari, peace be
upon him, it is written:
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Hasan ibn Ali ibn Muhammad, peace be upon him, is one of the Shia Imams who
are believed to be infallible. He is known as Hasan Askari because he lived in
Samarra. For this reason, he is also referred to as Askari. He is the father of the
same person whom the Rafidis (Shia) are awaiting... However, his son
Muhammad ibn al-Hasan, whom the Rafidis refer to as the Mahdi and Qa 'im, was
born in 250 or 256 AH and lived for two years after his father. His fate afterwards
IS not known.

History of Islam and Deaths of Famous People and Scholars, Vol. 19, p. 113.

Note: It is clear that Dhahabi is referring to the truth of the birth of Imam Mahdi,
although he tries to portray the occultation of the Imam as his death. Such a claim
doesn 't hold any value and is false.

Also, in the book "Siyar A 'lam al-Nubala", Imam Mahdi (may Allah bless him) is
introduced as the son of Imam Hasan Askari (may Allah bless him), as it is
written:
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"The awaited noble, Abu al-Qasim Muhammad, son of Hasan Askari, son of Ali
al-Hadi, son of Muhammad al-Jawad, son of Ali al-Ridha, son of Musa al-
Kadhim, son of Ja 'far al-Sadiq, son of Muhammad al-Bagir, son of Zayn al-
'Abidin, son of Ali ibn Husayn, who was martyred, son of Imam Ali ibn Abi
Talib, from the Alawi Husayni lineage, is the last of the twelve (Imams)."

Siyar A 'lam al-Nubala, Vol. 13, pp. 119-120.
15. Zayn al-Din al-Wardi (died 749 AH)

He explicitly mentioned the issue of the birth of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him)
as follows:
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"And Hasan Askari, the father of Muhammad al-Mahdi, the owner of the cellar
and the twelfth Imam of the Shiites, who was given the titles of Mahdi, Hujjat,
and Qa 'im, was born in the year 255 AH."

Tarikh 1bn al-Wardi, Vol. 1, p. 232.

16. Salah al-Din al-Safadi (died 764 AH)

Khalil ibn Ayyub al-Safadi is another one of the great figures of the Sunni
community who has explicitly mentioned the birth of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon
him). He writes in Al-Wafi bi 'l-Wafayat:
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"The awaited Hujjat, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan al-Askari, is the twelfth Imam of
the Twelver Shiite sect... He was born on the 15th of Sha 'ban in the year 255
AH."

Al-Wafi bi 'l-Wafayat, Vol. 2, p. 249.

17. Abu Muhammad al-Yafi 'i (died 768 AH)

Abu Muhammad al-Yafi ‘i, one of the renowned scholars of the Sunni community,
writes about Imam al-Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance):
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"In the year 232 or 260 AH, according to some narrations, Hasan ibn Ali ibn
Muhammad... passed away from this world. He is one of the Imams of the



Twelver Shia sect according to their belief. He is the father of al-Muntadhar, the
owner of the cellar."

Mirror of the Gardens and Exhortation of the Alert, VVol. 2, p. 81.

18. Masoud ibn Omar ibn Abdullah Al-Tafazzani (d. 792 AH)

Al-Tafazzani, a famous Sunni scholar, also acknowledged having a son for Imam
Hasan Askari (peace be upon him) while mentioning the lineage of Imam Mahdi
(peace be upon him).

Ahmad ibn Hasan Al-Ajhuri, quoting from Tafazzani based on the book "Aqaid
Al-Nasafi", states the following (Although the text attributed to the book "Agaid
al-Nasafi" has been distorted in the current version) :
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"Sa 'd al-Din Tafazzani said in the explanation of the beliefs of Nasafi: Mahdi, the
son of Hasan Askari, the son of Ali al-Nagi, the son of Muhammad al-Jawad, the
son of Ali al-Rida, the son of Musa al-Kadhim, the son of Ja ‘far al-Sadiq, the son
of Muhammad al-Bagqir, the son of Zayd, the son of Ali, the son of Zayn al-
Abidin, the son of Hussein, the son of Imam Ali (may Allah be pleased with
him)."

Mashariq Al-Anwar Fi Ahl Al-Bait Al-Athar, p. 25.

Note: Although Nasafi declares that Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, is the son
of Imam Hasan al-Askari, peace be upon him, he also mentions Zaid in the lineage
of that Imam, while it is not the case. The Imamate was transferred from Imam
Sajjad, peace be upon him, to Imam Bagqir, peace be upon him, not to Zaid, and
then to Imam Baqir(AS).

19. Abd al-Rahman ibn Khaldun (d. 808 AH)



Ibn Khaldun was a famous Sunni historian, who, while listing the infallibles,
wrote the following about Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him):
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"Then his son [the son of Imam Hadi, peace be upon him], Hasan Askari, was
born in the year 260 AH. After him, his son Muhammad al-Mahdi was born. He
was the twelfth Imam and is alive and awaited by the Shia. The Shia have famous
reports about him."

(Tarikh Ibn Khaldun, vol. 4, p. 148)

20. Muhammad ibn Shahnah al-Halabi (d. 815 AH)

Ibn Shahnah explicitly mentions the birth of Imam al-Mahdi (peace be upon him)
and that he is the son of Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him), saying:
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"And for Hasan [al-Askari], there is a son named Muhammad who is awaited, and
he is the twelfth Imam of the Shi ‘a, and he is also referred to as Qa 'im, Mahdi,
and Hujjat. He was born in 255 AH."

Rawdat al-Manazir fi 'llm al-Awail wa al-Akhir, pp. 78-79.

21. Abdul-Rahman ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad Jami (d. 817 AH)

Abdul-Rahman Jami, a scholar of Sunni Islam, writes in the sixth chapter of his
book about Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, as follows:

"Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ali al-Ridha, may Allah be
pleased with them, is the twelfth Imam and his nickname is Abu al-Qasim... His
birth was in Samara."”



He then narrates the story of the birth of Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, in
detail, quoting it from Hakimah Khatoon, peace be upon her.

Shawahid al-Nubuwwah, p. 258-259.

22. Khwaja Muhammad Parsa (d. 822 AH)

Khwaja Muhammad Parsa, a Hanafi scholar, explicitly mentions the issue of the
birth of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his reappearance) as follows:
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"Hasan 'Askari (peace be upon him) did not have any son other than Abu al-
Qasim Muhammad, who is referred to as al-Muntadhar (the awaited one) among
the Shiites. The birth of al-Muntadhar (peace be upon him) took place on the 15th
of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH, and his mother was a slave girl whose name has
been mentioned as Narjis."

Fasl al-Khitab bi Wasl al-Ahabab, p. 443

23. Ahmad ibn Ali Qalgashandi (d. 821 AH)

Qalgashandi is one of the Sunni scholars who introduced Imam Mahdi (may Allah
hasten his reappearance) as the son of Imam Hasan Askari (peace be upon him),
and referred to the belief of Shi 'as regarding Imam Mahdi 's noble reappearance.
In the context of counting the Imams, he writes:
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"Then his [Imam al-Hadi’s (AS)] son is Hasan al-Zaki, also known as al-Askari.
Then his son is Muhammad al-Hujjah, also known as al-Qa 'im, who is the twelfth
of them, and those who believe in his existence, await his reappearance."



(Qala'id al-Juman, p. 164)

And he also mentions this matter in another book of his.

Ref: "Nihayat al-Arba", p. 124

24. 1bn Hajar al-Asgalani al-Shafi 'i (d. 852 AH)

Ibn Hajar al-Asqalani is another great scholar of the science of Rijal and Hadith in
Sunni Islam who accepted the birth of Imam Mahdi (May Allah hasten his
reappearance) and referred to Imam Askari (peace be upon him) as the father of
Imam Mahdi.

In his book "Lisan al-Mizan" while describing the status of Ja 'far ibn Ali, the
brother of Imam Askari (peace be upon him), he writes:
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"Ja 'far ibn Ali ibn Muhammad... is the brother of Hasan, who is known as Askari.
Hasan al-Askari is the eleventh Imam of the twelve Imams of the Imamia sect,
and he is the father of Muhammad, the owner of the cellar (sardab)."

Lisan al-Mizan, vol. 2, p. 460.

25. 1bn Sabagh al-Maliki (d. 855 AH)

Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad, known as Ibn Sabagh al-Maliki, in his book "Al-
Fusul al-Muhimah” clearly states the birth of Imam Mahdi and mentions his titles
as follows:
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"Abu al-Qasim Muhammad al-Hujjah ibn al-Hasan was born on the fifteenth of
Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH in Samarra. His lineage is as follows: Abu al-Qasim
Muhammad al-Hujjah, the son of Hasan, the son of Ali al-Hadi, the son of
Muhammad al-Jawad, the son of Ali al-Rida, the son of Musa al-Kadhim, the son
of Ja 'far al-Sadiq, the son of Muhammad al-Bagqir, the son of Ali Zayn al-Abidin,
the son of Hussein ibn Ali (peace be upon all of them). His mother was a slave
and her name was mentioned as Narjis khair ummah (best of the ummah) and was
said she also had other names. his kunya is Abu al-Qasim. His titles are: Hujjah,
Mahdi, Khalaf al-Salih, Qa 'im al-Muntazar, the owner of the time, and the most
famous of his titles is Mahdi."

Al-Fusul al-Muhimah fi Ma 'rifat al-A 'imah, p. 282.

26. Ibn Muhammad Sarraj al-Din al-Rafai (d. 885 AH)

Ibn Muhammad Sarraj al-Din al-Rafai was a Sunni scholar who beautifully
describes Imam Mahdi (may Allah bless him) as follows:
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mystics have reported from the elders of the Ahlulbayt that Imam Hussein (peace
be upon him) became happy when he learned that the caliphate and imamate
would be in his descendants. He sacrificed his life in the way of Allah Almighty to
achieve this position. Then Allah Almighty established the imamate in his
progeny until it reaches the presence of Imam Mahdi (may Allah hasten his
reappearance). Thus, Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him) left behind a son
named Al-Hujjah who is also known as Al-Muntadhar, who then took over the
imamate.

Sahah al-Akhbar fi Nasab al-Sadah al-Fatimiyyah al-Akhyaar, p. 49-54.

27. Shams al-Din Muhammad ibn Tulun (died 953 AH)

Ibn Tulun, one of the Sunni scholars, says about the birth of Imam Mahdi:
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"And the twelfth of them is his son, Muhammad ibn al-Hasan. He is Abu al-
Qasim Muhammad ibn al-Hasan ibn Ali al-Hadi ibn Muhammad al-Jawad ibn Ali
al-Rida ibn Musa al-Kadhim ibn Jafar al-Sadig ibn Muhammad al-Bagqir ibn Ali
Zain al-Abidin ibn al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (may Allah be pleased with
them). His birth, was on the fifteenth of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH on a Friday.
When his father, whose name has been mentioned, passed away, he was only five
years old. His mother 's name is Khumt and it is said that her name was Narjis. "

(Al-Ima al-Ithnay Ashar, p. 117)

28. Ibn Hajar al-Haytami (died 973 AH)

Ibn Hajar al-Makki, in his book "Al-Sawa 'ig al-Muhrigah," states that Imam
Askari (peace be upon him) had a son who was 5 years old at the time of his father
's death:
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Imam Askari (peace be upon him) had no son other than Abu al-Qasim
Muhammad al-Hujjah, who was five years old at the time of his father 's death.
However, God granted him wisdom at a young age and he is referred to as the Qa
'im (the one who will rise), the Mahdi (the guided one), and so on.

Al-Sawa 'igq al-Muhrigah 'ala Ahl al-Rafd wa al-Dalal wa al-Zandagah, p. 207.

29. Abdulwahhab al-Sha 'rani (d. 974 AH)

is one of the prominent figures of Ahl al-Sunnah in the tenth century AH. He
declares that we are waiting for Imam Mahdi (as), who is the son of Imam Askari
(as) and was born in the year 255 AH. He is currently 706 years old:
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Topic 65: all the signs of the Hour that the Prophet (pbuh) informed us about must
occur before the Day of Judgment, including the emergence of the Mahdi, then the
appearance of the Dajjal, the descent of Jesus, the emergence of the beast, the
rising of the sun from the west, the lifting of the Quran, and the opening of the
barrier of Yajuj and Majuj. Even if there is only one day left in the world, all of
this must happen.

Sheikh Tagi al-Din bin Abu Mansur said in his book of beliefs: "All of these signs
will occur in the last hundred years of the day when the Prophet (peace be upon
him and his family) promised his nation. Where he said: If my nation is reformed,
he will rule for one day, and if they become corrupt, for half a day. The intended
meaning of a day refers to the days that God has mentioned in the Quran, where
He said: And verily, a day with your Lord is as a thousand years of what you
reckon. "

Some of the mystics have said that the first thousand years after the death of Ali
ibn Abi Talib (peace be upon him), who is the last caliph, are counted. Because
these days (the days of the four caliphs) are counted as the days of the Prophet 's
prophethood. So God prepared cities through the four caliphs. The intention of the
Prophet, peace be upon him, is that if Allah wills, religion will be strong for this
thousand years, and then the religion will fall and return to its strange state as it
was from the beginning.



This decay have begun in the thirtieth year of the eleventh century, and there the
emergence of the Mahdi is expected. He is from the offspring of Imam Hassan al-
Askari, and his birth, peace be upon him, was on the night of the middle of Sha
'ban in the year two hundred and fifty-five, and he will remain until he meets
Jesus son of Mary, peace be upon him, so his age until our time - which is the year
958ah - is seven hundred and six years.

In the year 260 AH, Abu Muhammad Hasan ibn Ali passed away during the reign
of Mu 'tamid. He is the father of awaited Mahdi, who is considered the Twelfth
Imam according to the beliefs of the Twelver Shia sect, and he (Askar(AS)) died
at the age of 29.

Al-Yawagqit wa al-Jawahir, vol. 2, p. 127.

30. Abdul Qadir bin Sheikh bin Abdullah Al-Aidaroos (d. 989 AH)

He wrote a poem in his book "Al-Noor Al-Safer"”, in which he mentions the name
of Imam Mahdi (AS) and says that he has personally experienced the relief from
distress by reciting this poem, which is the best evidence of the birth of Imam
Mahdi (AS):
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"I have tried them both and found them useful for relief after distress, mentioning
the twelve Imams, starting with the Prophet and Ali Al-Batool, then the two
grandsons, Ali and Al-Bagir, Ja 'far and Musa, Ali and Al-Jawad, Ali Al-Hadi, Al-
Hasan, and Al-Mahdi with his prominent lineage."

Al-Noor Al-Safer on the news of the tenth century, pp. 479-481.

31. Sayyid Mohammad bin Al-Hussein Al-Samargandi (died 996 AH).



Mohammad bin Hussein Samargandi, who is known for his expertise in
genealogy, in addition to giving a title to Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, on the
occasion of his birth, states the following:

"Imam Mohammad Mahdi.

But his son, Mohammad Al-Mahdi, son of Hassan Askari, son of Ali Al-Hadi...
He is the twelfth Imam. He was born on the fifteenth day of Sha 'ban in the year
255 AH, and was only five years old when his father passed away."

Tuhfat Al-Talib, regarding those who are attributed to Abdullah and Abu Talib, p.
54,

32. Shams al-Din al-Ramli (died 1004 AH).

In response to a question posed to him regarding the existence of Imam Mahdi,
peace be upon him, Shams al-Din al-Ramli referred to the words of a person who
had read a book on the principles of religion for him, in which the existence of
Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, was mentioned. He wrote the following as his
response:
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Ramli was asked, "Does Imam Mahdi, peace be upon him, exist or not?"

He replied as follows: "A person had previously read a book on the principles of
religion for me, but now I don 't remember the name of that book. In that book, it
was written that Mahdi is in such and such a city and his long absence will have
no effect on his existence."

Fatwa of Shams al-Din al-Ramli, manuscript, page 7.

33. Ahmad bin Yusuf al-Qarmani al-Hanafi (d. 1019 AH)



Ahmad bin Yusuf al-Qarmani was a scholar who served in the courts of four
Ottoman sultans and participated in all their wars against Iran, Irag, and others. In
his book "Akbar al-Dawla", he writes about the life of Abu al-Qasim Muhammad
al-Hujjah al-Khalaf al-Salih:
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"Abu al-Qasim 's father died when he was five years old. God gave him wisdom
in his childhood, just as He had given to John the Baptist in his childhood. Abu al-
Qasim has a tall stature, beautiful face and hair, a agni nose (high nose bridge with
a hump on it), and a radiant forehead. Scholars agree that the Mahdi is the one
who will rise up in the end of times."

Akhbar al-Dawla wa Athar al-Awla, Vol. 1, pp. 353-354.

34. Shahab al-Din Abu Flah 1bn al-Imad al-Hanbali (d. 1089 AH)

Shahab al-Din Abu Flah Ibn al-Imad al-Hanbali (d. 1089 AH), a prominent
Islamic scholar and historian, explicitly identifies Imam Askari (AS) as the father
of Imam Mahdi (AS) with utmost clarity:

‘M\gﬁtéaﬁiﬁ&gﬁ\wﬁ&MﬂQ&a\ﬁ\m&&cww\lﬁée
2l Calin dena Slatiall Al 5 5 chaanll agud il ) iad (3 e B s

"In this year, Hasan ibn Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jawad ibn Ali al-Rida ibn Musa al-
Kazim ibn Ja 'far al-Sadiq al-Alawi al-Husayni passed away, one of the Imams of
the Shia who believed in his infallibility. He is the father of the awaited Imam,
Muhammad owner of the cellar (Sardab)

(Shatharat al-Dhahab fi Akhbar Man Dhahab, vol. 3, p. 265)

35. Dhamin bin Shadagam al-Husayni al-Madani (d. 1090 AH)

Dhamin bin Shadagam al-Husayni al-Madani (d. 1090 AH) was a Sunni scholar
who, in listing the children of Imam Jawad (AS), explicitly identified Imam



Mahdi (AS) as the son of Imam Hasan Askari (AS) and counted him as such.
Mukhtasar Tuhfat al-Azhar wa Zalal al-Anhar, p. 775.

36. Hasan al-Iraqi (d. 9th or 10th century AH)

Hasan al-Iraqgi, one of the great Sunni scholars, had the honor of being in the
presence of Imam Mahdi (AS) and meeting him. Abdul Wahhab Shirani narrates
the story of his visit, and Hasan al-lragi himself is considered one of the proofs of
the birth and life of that holy Imam:
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Among them was the wise and knowledgeable Sheikh, my master Hasan al-Iraqi,



who is buried in the city of Koom, near the Shari 'a Gate, close to the Rattli Lake
and the Bashiri Mosque.

| used to visit him with my master Abu al-Abbas Harithi. Hasan al-Iragi said,
"Since | have been your friend since childhood, I want to tell you my story." |
said, "Please do." He said, "I was a young man from Damascus and a craftsman.
One day, on a Friday, | was with my friends, busy with aimless work and drinking
wine, when a message came to me from God, informing and inspiring me, asking
if 1 had been created for these deeds.

After that, | abandoned those activities and left my friends. They tried to find me,
but they couldn 't

| entered the Jameh Mosque of the Banu Umayya and saw a person speaking
about Imam Mahdi (AS) from the pulpit. After hearing those words, | became
eager to see Imam Mahdi (AS). So, in every prostration | made, | asked Allah to
grant me the opportunity to meet him.

Until one night, after Maghrib prayer, while | was performing a mustahab prayer,
| felt someone sitting behind me and placing their hand on my shoulder. The
person said, "God Almighty has answered your prayer, my son. | am the Mahdi. "

So | said, "Will you come with me to my house?" and he said, "Yes." He went
with me and said, "Allow me a place where | can be alone.” So | provided him
with a place, and he stayed with me for seven days and nights, teaching me
remembrance (dhikr) And he said, "I will teach you a dhikr to remember so that
you can continue it, God willing. Fast one day and break your fast the next day,
and perform five hundred rak 'ahs of prayer every night."

| said, "OKk," and started praying behind him every night for five hundred rak 'ahs,
and | looked handsome and well-groomed, so he used to say, "Never sit anywhere
without sitting behind me."

| followed his instructions. He was wearing a turban similar to the non-Arabs and
had a cloak made of the wool of camels. When the seven days were over, he left
and bid me farewell, And he said to me, "O Hasan, | have never encountered
anyone as | have encountered you. Keep reciting the Quran and never stop, even if
it becomes difficult for you, for you will live a long life." And thus ended the
words of the Mahdi.

Al-Tabagat al-Kubra, vol. 2, pp. 249-250.

37. Abdul Malik Al-Asimi Al-Makki (died 1111 AH)



Abdul Malik Al-Asimi Al-Makki wrote about Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him)
in relation to mentioning the martyrdom of Imam Hassan Askari (peace be upon
him) and emphasizing that he is buried next to his esteemed father, Imam Hadi
(peace be upon him). He writes:
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"And Abu Muhammad Imam Hassan Askari, son of Ali al-Hadi... He was the
Imam after his father and the eleventh Imam. His mother was a slave girl named
Sawsan.

At the beginning of M ‘'tamid 's caliphate, he was poisoned and on the eighth day
of Rabi al-Awwal in the year 260 AH, he passed away in Samarra and was buried
next to his father, Ali al-Hadi.

His son Muhammad was left alone and he is Imam Muhammad al-Mahdi, son of
Hassan Askari... He was born on the 15th of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH and at
the time of his father 's death, he was five years old."

(Samt al-Nujum al-Awali, vol. 4, p. 150)

38. Abdullah al-Shabrawi al-Shafi 'i (died 1172 AH)
Regarding the birth Imam Mahdi (AJ), Abdullah al-Shabrawi al-Shafi 'i also
stated the following:
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"The twelfth Imam of the progeny of Imams is Imam Muhammad al-Hujjah, son
of Imam Hasan [Askari]. He was born on the 15th of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH,
five years before the death of his father, in Samarra. When he was born, his father
hid him due to the severity of the time and fear of the ruling caliphs, who were
pursuing the Hashemites at that time and were closely monitoring them, and either
would have killed them or imprisoned them."

"Al-Ittihaf bi Hub al-Ashraf," pages 369-372.

39. Ja 'far ibn Hasan ibn Abdul Karim al-Barzanji (died 1177 AH)
Ja 'far ibn Hasan ibn Abdul Karim al-Barzanji is one of the Sunni poets who

explicitly mentions the name of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him) as the seal of
the Ahlul Bayt in his poetry. He writes:
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"And with their seal [the Imams of the Ahlul Bayt], is the son [of the Prophet]
Muhammad, the Mahdi who will come and is the awaited Imam."

"Jaliah al-Kudra", page 21.

Sheikh Abdul Hadi Najaa Al-Abiyari explains this poem as follows:
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"The term 'Al-Mahdi ' refers to the seal of the twelve Imams who have been
mentioned, with the last one being the son of Imam Hassan and descended from
the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him and his family) through
Abu al-Qasim Muhammad ibn Abi Muhammad Hassan ibn Ali. He is also known
as Al-Hujjah, Al-Qa 'im, and the Awaited One, and is referred to as the owner of
the time."

"Al-Ghurar fi Sharh al-Munyat al-Badriyah al-Musammah Jaliyat al-Kudra, " p.
112

In a few lines earlier, He also declares that Imam Hasan Askari (peace be upon
him) was the father of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him) and he is pleased with
both infallible Imams.

40. Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Safarini al-Hanbali (died 1188 AH)

Al-Safarini, a Hanbali scholar, narrates the following about Imam Mahdi (peace
be upon him):
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"l say that he [Imam Mahdi] is Abu al-Qasim Muhammad ibn Hassan Askari ibn
Ali al-Hadi ibn Muhammad al-Jawad ibn Ali al-Rida ibn Musa al-Kadhim ibn Ja
‘far al-Sadig ibn Muhammad al-Bagir ibn Zayn al-Abidin Ali ibn al-Husayn ibn
Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be pleased with all of them. This Muhammad ibn al-
Hassan is the twelfth Imam according to the beliefs of the Shi 'a and is known as
al-Hujjah. His birth was in the month of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH."

"Lawa 'ih al-Anwar al-Bahiyyah", vol. 2, pp. 71-72

41. Muhammad Amin al-Baghdadi al-Suwaidi (d. 1246 AH)



Sheikh Abu al-Fawz Muhammad Amin al-Suwaidi, one of the scholars of Ahl al-
Sunnah, stated in his book "Suba 'ik al-Dhahab" about the birth of Imam Mahdi
(peace be upon him):
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"Muhammad al-Mahdi, whose age was five years old at the time of his father 's
death."

"Suba 'ik al-Dhahab fi Ma 'rifat Qaba 'il al-Arab", p. 346.

42. Sulaiman ibn Ibrahim al-Qanduzi al-Hanafi (d. 1294 AH)

Al-Qanduzi al-Hanafi was a Sunni scholar who believed in the birth of Imam
Mahdi (AS) and knew it to be a clear and certain fact. He writes about it as
follows:
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"The reliable information that has been verified by trustworthy individuals is that
the birth of the Qa 'im [may Allah hasten his noble advent] occurred on the 15th
of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH in Samarra."

Yanabi ' al-Mawaddah, p. 511.
43. Muhammad Sadiq Hasan Khan al-Qanauji (d. 1307 AH):

Muhammad Sadig Hasan Khan al-Qanauji is a well-known Salafi scholar, and his
book has been summarized by the renowned Salafi hadith scholar Muhammad
Nasir al-Din al-Albani, in the chapter titled "The Mothers of Itra 'ah al-Tahira
(AS)." In this chapter, al-Qanauji shares his views on Imam Mahdi, and the
following is what he says:
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"Look at the mothers of the pure Ahl al-Bayt (AS), who are the role models for
others in every goodness and religion... and the mother of Imam Muhammad ibn
al-Hasan, known as Hujjat, al-Qa 'im, and al-Mahdi, was a slave girl named
Narjis."

Al-Rawdah Al-Nadiyah, Vol. 2, pp. 150-151

44, Ya 'qub ibn Abdullah al-Hamawi (d. 626 AH)

Ya 'qub al-Hamawi wrote about the Imam al-Hadi and Imam al-Askari, peace be
upon them, and identified the Awaited One, Imam al-Mahdi, peace be upon him,
as being from the lineage of these noble Imams. He writes:
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The barracks of Samarra: Adequate explanation has already been provided
regarding Samarra. This barracks is attributed to Al-Mu 'tasim, and some nobles
are associated with it, including Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja 'far
ibn Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Al-Husayn ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, may Allah be
pleased with him, whose epithet is Abu al-Hasan al-Hadi. He was born in Medina,
moved to Samarra, and his son Hasan ibn Ali was also born in Medina and moved
to Samarra. Therefore, they were called al-Askariyin. Ali passed away in the
month of Rajab in the year 254 AH, and he resided in Samarra for twenty years.
As for Hasan, he also passed away in Samarra in the year 260 AH, and they were
both buried in Samarra, and their graves are famous there. There are famous
witnesses to their son, al-Mahdi, who is awaited in Samarra.

"Majmu ' al-Buldan™, vol. 4, p. 123.

45. Muhammad Weiss Al-Haidari (d. 1405 AH)

Mohammad Weiss Al-Haidari, another scholar of Ahlul Sunnah, mentions Imam
Hassan Askari and his son named Muhammad in the chapter about the children of
Imam Hadi:
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"[Imam Hadi (peace be upon him)] had five children... [one of them] is Hasan
Askari, who had a son named Mohammad Mahdi, the owner of the cellar."

Ad-Durar Al-Bahiyyah Fi Al-Ansab Al-Haidariyyah, p.73

46. Khairuddin Zarkali (died 1410 AH)

Khairuddin Zarkali is one of the scholars of Ahlul Sunnah who has stated the birth
of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him):
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"Mohammad, the son of Imam Hassan Askari, is the last Imam of the Twelver
Shia. He is known as Mahdi, the Awaited, Hujjat, and Sahib al-Zaman among
Shia Muslims. He was born in Samarra and was only five years old when his
father passed away. "

"Al-A 'alam, " Vol. 6, p. 80.

47. Mustafa bin Abdul Rahim bin Bargan Al-Hashimi (contemporary):

Mustafa Al-Hashimi writes in his book "Tazkira Al-Hashimi' about Imam Mahdi
(peace be upon him) as follows:

Abu al-Qasim Muhammad bin Hassan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali Rida, also
known as Hujjat, Qa 'im, Mahdi and Montazer among the imamiah sect.
Tazkirat al-Hashemi p. 185.

48. Sharif Anas Al-Hasani Al-Katbi (Contemporary):

Sharif Anas Al-Hasani Al-Katbi, a renowned genealogist from Arabia, wrote
about the occultation and birth of Imam Mahdi (peace be upon him) in his work.
In addition, he assigned a title to the Imam and discussed his significance:
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And Al-Hasan al-Askari passed away in the early years of the reign of Ahmad bin
al-Mutawakkil by being poisoned. He had a son named Muhammad al-Mahdi.
Muhammad al-Mahdi, also known as Muhammad al-Mahdi ibn al-Hasan al-
Askari ibn Ali al-Hadi ibn Muhammad al-Jawad ibn Ali al-Rida ibn Musa al-
Kadhim ibn Ja 'far al-Sadiq ibn Muhammad al-Bagir ibn Ali Zayn al-Abidin ibn
al-Husayn al-Shahid ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, peace be upon them all.

His titles are: Al-Hujjah, Al-Khalaf Al-Saleh, Al-Qa 'im, Al-Muntadhar, Al-Tali,
Sahib Al-Zaman, and the most famous of them is Al-Mahdi.

He was only five years old when his father passed away.

Therefore, Imam Mahdi disappeared at an early age, and this fact is accepted by
both Sunnis and Shias, regarding his disappearance, absence of news about him,
and his non-appearance.

The Mahdi was born secretly in Samara, seen by only a few, on the night of the
middle of Sha 'ban in the year 255 AH, and he was the only son of his father, as
al-Hasan al-Askari did not have any other children except for him. He was
succeeded by him in the end of his life, and his mother was a woman known as
Narjis.

Some historians have denied the offspring of his father Al-Zaki Al-Askari. This



statement cannot be relied upon because Al-Hasan Al-Askari, according to
Muslim belief, left behind his son Muhammad Al-Mahdi.
"The Roots of the Noble Family of the Prophet,” p. 98-99.

49. Aarif Ahmad Abdul Ghani (contemporary):

After reaching the biography of Imam Askari (peace be upon him), he referred to
him by his title Abu Muhammad and also mentioned the name of Imam Zaman 's
mother.:
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Hasan ibn Ali al-Askari, his title is Abu Muhammad. He had a high rank in
asceticism and knowledge and is the father of Imam Mahdi, the twelfth Imam
among the Shiites. His mother was Narjis.

Al-Jawhar al-Shafaf fi Ansab al-Sada al-Ashraf, Vol. 1, pp. 160-161.

50. Abdullah bin Muhammad Al-Hashlaf (contemporary):

Al-Hashlaf, a contemporary Sunni scholar, has also explicitly stated the birth of
Imam Al-Mahdi (peace be upon him), saying:
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"As for his [Imam Hasan Al-Askari 's (peace be upon him)] son, Muhammad Al-
Mahdi, he is the twelfth Imam and successor after his father. He was born in the
year 255 AH. It has also been said that he was born in 258 AH or even earlier. He
[Imam Mahdi] also holds titles, including Al-Muntadhar and Sahib Al-Zaman,
with the most famous of them being Al-Mahdi."”



Silsilat Al-Usul fi Shajarat Ibn Al-Rasul, p.144.

51. Mohammad Omar Sarbazi (contemporary)

Mohammad Omar Sarbazi is also one of those who has stated the birth of Imam
Mahdi (peace be upon him).

Question: Some Sunni scholars say that Imam Askari did not have any children,
while Shi 'as believe that he had a son who is the Imam in occultation. And you
(the author) have written in your genealogy that you are a descendant of Imam
Hasan Askari. There are criticisms from both sides regarding this matter. Many
Shi 'a brethren have read the mentioned book and have questioned me about it in
several instances.

The answer is: This is an old and historical difference between Sunni and Shia,
although they all agree that Imam Mahdi will come. However, Sunni Muslims
believe that he has not yet been born and will be born in Medina at the end of time
from a father who is of the lineage of Hasan and a mother who is of the lineage of
Husayn. His place of appearance will be Mecca. Shia Muslims believe that he has
been born and is in occultation in the Samarra cave, and he will appear at a certain
time.

There is also a historical difference regarding how many sons Imam Hasan Askari
had. Some Sunni Muslims believe that he had two sons, some say that he had no
children, and some say that he had only one son. There is also disagreement over
his name. Some call him Imam Muhammad, while others, according to Khwaja
Nizam al-Din, refer to him as Imam Mahmud, also known as Ali Akbar. His other
titles include Hujjah, Muntadhar, Qa 'im, Mahdi, Sahib al-Zaman, and his
nickname is Abu al-Qasim. His birth was on the 15th of Sha 'ban in the year 255
AH on Friday, and he was five years old when his father passed away ...

And Sunni Muslims believe that he did not go into occultation and that he had
children born into the world.

Fatawa-i Manba al-Ulum, Kuh-i Van, Vol. 3, pp. 141-142.

Source: https://lwww.valiasr-aj.com/english/mobile_shownews.php?idnews=634



