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l History has witnessed many social  mission, and promises to save, guide,
Solomon movements, efforts, and govern- and rescue humanity in its darkest
ments where a group of people work  hour.
Miry together towards a common goal. At Whenever people gather together,
times, the purpose of such organiza- regardless_ of the situation, there is a
Jesus . L . psychological tendency to rally be-
tion was to maintain society; on other . . y :
v ) heir eff led 1 hind a “leader”. While there may be
Muhammad occasions, their efiorts called Tor @  yopates as to which individual should
l cultural or structural change. Regard- e assigned the leadership role, most
Fatima— Al less of the situation, there is a conse-  agree that that each situation re-
guential need to rally behind a cho-  quires someone to lead, or organize,
H v ? : sen leader to champion their mission.  a particular effort.
asan usan This final leader, who has been
What is the purpose of selecting @ 5yyaited since the dawn of time, is
© ? i i
3 !ead_er. Bty s Al con_cept apparent known by many names in different
2 in different cultures, different races, ) .
2 . . regions and religions of the world. In
S different religions, and throughout _ _ -
! history? Despite their differences, the Arabic, this leader !S simply trans-
\ . majority of religions mention a leader  lated as “Imam Mahdi.”
Imam Mahdi who will arrive at the end of time,

when all attempts to organize society
have failed, and mankind has been
brought to its knees.

It is this very need to be saved in
times of great distress that necessi-
tates the emergence of a savior: a
leader who champions a common

Countless civilizations have strug-
gled to prepare themselves for his
return, yearning to be lead by this in-
fallible leader.

But who is the Mahdi, and how will
he save mankind from its own dam-
ages and devices?




What is the lIC?
The Islamic Informa-
tion Center (lIC) is a
non-profit grassroots
organization that was
established to inform
the public, through

mass media, about
the true image of Is-
lam and the beliefs of

its Muslims.

Who runs the IIC?
The lIC is run by our
chairman, Imam Syed
Naqvi, and our com-
mittees, and is sup-
ported by our volun-
teers. The IIC currently
has 50-75 people ac-
tively working in these
committees.

Check out our other
information packets,
geared to help you
learn more about Is-
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have been

Empires
raised, destroyed, and
reborn numerous times
throughout history, but
there are a few core

concepts that unify
these divergent cul-
tures. One of these is
the belief in a final sav-
ior that will come at the
end of the world. This
common faith in a just
leader who will bring
truth and justice to a
world of chaos and cor-
ruption is widely ob-
served in vari-
ous  cultural
and faith tradi-
tions, espe- §
cially in those
of the Abra-
hamic  tradi-
tions. The dif- &
ference lies in
who this char-
acter is, and

Hundreds of millions of Mus-
lims around the world continu-
ally pray for the return of the
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what circumstances will
precipitate his arrival. In
Islamic eschatology, this
refers to the leadership
of Imam Mahdi, the
messiah who will guide
humanity to the path of

truth and conscious-
ness.
Born in 868 AD,

Imam Mahdi has several
titles, but he is generally
known as the Mahdi, or
the rightly guided spiri-
tual leader. Imam Mahdi

awaited savior, Imam Mahdi.
The hope that this savior will
fill the world with justice and
prosperity is one that guides

many.

Historical Analysis of The Savior

entered a period of di-
vine hiding that would
protect him from his ene-
mies. He will return
when he is called forth
by Allah to fulfill his mis-
sion by restoring peace
and balance on earth in
a time of great tyranny
and chaos. As a harbin-
ger of benevolence,
Imam Mahdi represents
the justice of Allah on
earth, and he will answer
the cries of the helpless,
oppressed, and down-
trodden.

T h e
" Prophet of
Islam pro-
claimed,
“Listen to
the good
n e w s
Dabout  the
Mahdi! He
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will rise at the time when people will
be faced with severe conflict and the
earth will be hit by a violent quake.
He will fill the earth with justice and
equity as it is filled with injustice and
tyranny. He will fill the hearts of his
followers with devotion and will
spread justice everywhere.” One
does not need to look any further
than the daily newspaper to see how
this promise translates to our current
social and political climate. Each day
brings another wave of stories thick
with genocide, dictators, poverty, and
oppression. Overwhelmingly, these
events create a feeling of helpless-
ness and despair.

We can begin to understand the
magnitude of Imam Mahdi’s arrival in
the context of history. The efforts of
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great souls such as Mahatma Gandhi
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. illus-
trate the impact that a single, consci-
entious leader has on a social move-
ment, but the coming of Imam Mahdi
will go beyond anything we have ever
witnessed. Imam Mahdi will do more
than oppose wicked oppressors; he
and his followers will destroy the very
root of exploitation and injustice, and
establish instead a new system of
governance that will eternally protect
human life and dignity. This holistic
form of governance will address
every wrong in our society, such that
there will be no room for any trans-
gression of Allah’s justice. In short,
the purpose of the Mahdi is to usher
in a golden era of peace and tranquil-
ity like never seen before.

Alternative
Spellings

Mohamad
Mohammad
Mohammed
Muhammad

Muhamad

Mohamed

Mohamet

Mehmet

Ali
Aly
Aley
Ali
Alih

Fatema

Hasan
Hassan

Husain
Hussain
Husein
Hosein
Hussein
Hosain
Hosayn
Hossain

Why are there so many
ways to spell the same
name?

In the Arabic language,
the spelling and pronun-
ciation of these names is

quite clear; however,
when transliterated into

English, a variety of
spellings may result de-
pending upon the con-

version method used.
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The Concept of the Awaited Savior
Where did it come from?

The concept of the Awaited Savior has its origins in
many monotheistic religions. Judaism and Christianity
have very similar beliefs to Islam with regards to mes-
sianic tradition, which is not unusual because Islam is
derived Judeo-
Christian  philosophy.
Each of the three relig-
ions ascribe particular
significance to the com-
ing of a Leader, espe-
cially in relation to the
Day of Judgment, which
marks the end of the
word. Islamic tradition,
like its Jewish and Chris-
tian and Jewish counter-
parts, claim that an
“Imam” or
lead God's true believers
to salvation. He will be
the leader of the King-
dom of God in this world and in the hereafter, and will
aid in the battle to defeat the ultimate evil: the anti-
Christ, or Dajjal in Arabic. Each religion also promises
a subsequent messianic age, heralding a period of
peaceful co-existence and prosperity amongst all hu-
man beings and animals.

from

Leader will

In the Christian faith, it is believed that the second
coming of Jesus Christ will free mankind of all its
sins. Muslims also await the arrival of Jesus on the
Day of Judgment, but they hold Imam Mahdi as their
Savior and view Jesus as his companion. In Conser-
vative and Orthodox Jewish tradition, the Messiah, or
Moshiach (meaning "anointed one" in Hebrew), is a
fundamental aspect of the Jewish faith. The coming
of the messiah is mentioned in Jewish prayers, par-
ticularly for his deliverance of all Jews to the Prom-
ised Land. The Moshiach will be from the line of King

David, and he will be made King at the End of Days.
Similarly, Muslims hold that the Mahdi will descend
from the progeny of the Prophet, and he is the twelfth
and final successor to Prophet Muhammad. The
Mahdi went into a period of hid-
ing in approximately 873 AD,
and will reappear in a manner
that is similar to the second
coming of Christ,
world is ready for him.

when the

The quintessential belief that
unifies these prophesied figures
is that the Messiah will be a
leader to the people of faith. In
Christian tradition, Jesus Christ,
is the savior who sacrificed him-
self to save man from their sins.
Jewish ideology states that the
Messiah will be a king who will
gather the Jews to Israel and
herald a time of peace. While
some religions exclusively promise salvation to its fol-
lowers, Muslims consider the Messiah to be the
leader of all mankind under one unified banner of
faith.

There are also different schools of though regard-
ing the Messiah within each faith. Orthodox and Con-
servative Jews place great importance on the Mes-
siah, while Reformist and Reconstructionists call for a
less personal messiah and messianic age, at times
disregarding it altogether. Mainstream Christian belief
holds that Jesus will be born again at world’s end, but
there are fragmented sects that consider Jesus to
have already risen for the second time.Sunni and
Shi'a Muslims have some differences on the logistics
for the Mahdi, but both agree that Jesus will play a
large role in the Day of Judgment.
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Understanding Imam Mahdi’'s Purpose

How different religions comprehend their idea of

a savior, and how Jesus relates to the Mahdi

When discussing
Imam Mahdi and his role
as a Messiah, one cannot
avoid Jesus’ role in Is-
lamic eschatology. Mus-
lims regard Jesus as a
prophet who will play an
incredibly significant part
on the Day of Judgment,
for he and Imam Mahdi
will work together and be
united in their battle
against tyranny.

According to the say-
ings of the Prophet Mu-
hammad, Imam Mahdi will
appear to the people of
Islam and the people of
the world to herald the
messianic period prior to
the Day of Judgment. In
fact, Prophet Muhammad

once said: “How would it
be with you when the son
of Mary will descend
among you, and you will
have an Imam (leader)
raised from among you?”

This leader raised from
among the Muslims is the
Mahdi. In the time follow-
ing Imam Mahdi's reap-
pearance, Jesus will re-
veal himself to believers
and nonbelievers, and
vanquish the anti-Christ.
Imam Mahdi and Jesus
will fight an epic battle,
and only with the aid of
Christ can the anti-Christ
be defeated. Jesus will
join Mahdi in establishing
God’s kingdom on earth,
and in the hereafter. The

Mahdi will then lead Je-
sus and all living crea-
tures in prayer. Jesus
and Mahdi will fight side
by side to bring justice,
harmony, and faith to
mankind, and strive to
eliminate tyranny and
wrongdoing.

It is thought that this
final reunion of Imam Ma-
hdi and Jesus symbol-
izes the final reunion of
the two lines of Abra-
ham’'s progeny—Isaac’s
line of Jacob, Joseph,
Moses, David, Solomon,
which led to the birth of
Jesus, and Ishmael’s line
which gave rise to
Prophet Muhammad and
Imam Mahdi.

“Allah”
and the word
“God”

alallliss

Huly Bible

il Frmmhwiad Vs o

In the Arabic lan-
guage, “God” is sim-
ply translated as
“Allah.” In fact, the
Arabic version of
the Bible uses
“Allah” as the word
for God. It is simply
a difference in lan-
guage, not a differ-
ence in belief.
Countless Christians
and Jews worship
“Allah” just as their
counterparts in
other countries wor-

ship the same God.



Page 6

Islamic
Information
Center

Main Headquarters

National Press Building
529 14th St. Suite 1292
Washington DC. 20045

Los Angeles Office
1761 W. Romneya Ave,
Suite#C, Anaheim, CA
92801

Contact Information
Phone: 202-347-6405
Fax: 202-347-6406

info@islamicinformationcenter.org
www. IslamiclnformationCenter.org

The Islamic Information
Center (IIC) is a non-profit
grassroots organization
that was established to
inform the public, through
mass media, about the
true image of Islam and
the beliefs of its Muslims.

The IIC's mission is to
provide an accurate
source of Islamic informa-
tion in an effort to correct
misconceptions about Is-
lam. IIC disseminates in-
formation about Islam in
accordance with the Di-
vine teachings of the Holy
Qur'an.

1IC Information Packet Series ©
Information Packet Team
Imam Syed Nagvi
IIC Chairman
Rahat Husain
Executive Director
Hajar Hosseini
Communications & Writing
Farwah Zaidi
Production Editor
Abid Razvi
Photography

Who this Savior is to Muslims? Who is Imam Mahdi?

Imam Mahdi holds a special place for
many Muslims around the world, for he is
not only a descendant Imam Ali, who was
the successor and son-in-law to Prophet
Muhammad, but he will be the savior for all
mankind. The Imam went into a state of
divine hiding into from his father's home
many years ago, but he is said to be living
amongst us now. He is wherever God
wants him to be, and he is witness to the
people surrounding him, although they
might not recognize him. For this reason,
many Muslims are particularly vigilant of
the Imam, for they believe that he could be
standing amongst them at any moment.

Imam Mahdi is not just a leader to look
forward to in the future; he is very much
alive today, and dwells within the hearts of
the believers. He has been attributed to
performing miracles for his true believers.
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Special supplications for the Imam’s aid
have been recorded as somehow mysteri-
ously, and perhaps miraculously, being
answered, and thousands of accounts of
Mahdi's benevolent intercession have
been documented. While there is no way
to substantiate these stories, it is widely
believed that such miracles, like the heal-
ing of the sick and the rescuing of those in
need, are the work of God through Imam
Mahdi, his living ambassador to earth. The
love that grows for the Mahdi only in-
creases when Muslims suffer great trials
and tribulation, for they know that he will
come to them and they will have their rec-
ompense. While many people have
claimed to be the Mahdi, or even the mes-
siah of other religions, none have lived up
to the high expectations that Muslim place
on the savior who will bring them final sal-
vation.
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