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Abstract

Goal of the research is to explain the concept of Ahl al-Bayt and its real
referents from the view of Holy Qur’an. So we are going to ask who Ahl al-
Bayt or People of the Prophet’s Progeny are. To answer this question, the
hypothesis claims they are the five perfect and infallible human beings,
meaning the Holy Prophet of Islam, Imam Ali, Fatima Zahra, Imam Hasan and
Imam Husain. Bayt (House) in the phrase of Ahl al-Bayt, refers to spiritual
resemblance to the Holy Prophet and special generosity, not a physical
building. Based on the traditions (ahadith) the other nine infallible Imams are
included in the Quranic term Ahl al-Bayt. Allah Himself directly has always
and absolutely cleansed all of them spiritually and materially. Cleansing them
absolutely and comprehensively or their infallibility is a divine tradition
(sunnat'ullah). Based on Allah’s Genetic Will, this tradition is permanent and
never change. Allah preserves their purity and does not allow any type of
impurity to arrive at their sanctuary. Of course, this purity preservation does
not mean they do not have free will and they are determined. They are free,
but they can see the special guidance of Allah (borhanu rrabb & Hw’y)),
which keeps them from all kinds of impurity. Necessity of infallibility for Ahl
al-Bayt is self-evident, because they are the guides and the role models of
people. If they commit sin or make mistake, how people can rely on them. The
research method is descriptive analytical.
Key words: Ahl al-Bayt, Holy Qur’an, Infallibility, Perfect Man, Role
Model.
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Introduction

There are many strong evidences in the verses of holy Qur’an and
the traditions relating to those verses, which strongly prove the
authority of Ahl al-Bayt in guiding and managing humanity. Some of
them consist of:

The verse of Purification (Ayat Al-Tathir)

O Family of the House, Allah only wishes to distance fault from

you, and to cleanse you, and to purify you abundantly. (Qur'an: 33: 33).
Vel 28 edat’s il Jaf Gl o Caa AT Ay 3 )

In this verse, based on the internal style of the verse and the Qur’anic
evidences, Ahl al-Bayt can be applied to only five perfect ones: The
Holy Prophet of Islam, Imam Ali, Fatima Zahra, Imam Hasan and Imam
Husain. But based on the traditional evidences (4l (1« 21 34l) the verse
includes other nine Imams, whom the Twelver Shia believe in them
(Javadi 'Amoli, 2022, vol. 66, page 143). This verse proves absolute and
comprehensive infallibility for the fourteen infallibles (the same source,
page 142).

In this verse, “distancing fault from them” means prevention from
any type of fault; and “purifying them abundantly” means keeping them
pure. In addition, Allah Almighty ascribes these two actions to himself,
not angels; it is a clear indication for greatness of the actions. Also the
phrase “purifying you abundantly 'seki 2 ek indicates that it is a
especial purification, not an ordinary one. As well, Allah's wish (to
distance fault from them and to purify them abundantly) is genetic
(2550, This type of genetic will (A 53l 321 ;Y1) never leads to any type
of determinism, because they always have free will. In fact, they by
seeing the special guidance of Allah (borhanu rrabb &) S\’ x), never
incline to any fault; like what the Holy Qur’an explains regarding the
Holy Prophet Yusuf:

And certainly she made for him, and he would have made for her,
were it not that he had seen the manifest evidence of his Lord; thus (it
was) that We might turn away from him evil and indecency, surely he
was one of Our sincere servants.
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“The manifest evidence of his Lord” is really the special guidance of
Allah. (the same source, page 172-174).

In this regard the following traditions are important: We were told
by my father, may Allah be pleased with him, that he said: We were
told by Sa’d bin Abdullah, that he said: We were told by Ahmad bin
Muhammed bin Isa, from Hasan bin Ali ibn Faddal, from ‘Ali bin Abi
Hamza, from Abu Baseer, that he said: I said to Abu Abdullah, peace
be upon him: Who are the Al of Muhammed (=== J) Allah’s blessings
be upon him and his Family? He said: His offspring. Then I said: His
Household? He said: The Succeeding Imams. Then | said: Then who
are his ‘Itra’? He said: The people of the Cloak. Then I said: Who are
his nation? He said: The believers who believed in what he brought
from Allah, Exalted and Glorious is He, who adhere to the Two
Weighty Things whom they were ordered adherence to: The Book of
Allah, Exalted and Glorious is He, and his ‘Itzrat, his Household, from
whom Allah has removed all impurity and purified a (complete)
purification. They are the Two Successors over the nation after him,
peace be upon him.
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In “Uyiin al-Akhbar: In the chapter on ar-Rida's discussion with al-
Ma'mun on the difference between the progeny and the Ummah, in a
long hadith in which it says:

Al-Ma'mun said: Who are the pure progeny? So al-Rida (as) said:
Those whom Allah Almighty described in His Book, for He says,
"Surely, Allah only wants to remove uncleanliness from you, O Ahl al-
Bayt, and purify you with a thorough purification” (33: 33), and they
are the ones [regarding whom] the Messenger of Allah said: "Surely, |
leave among you the two weighty things: The Book of Allah, and my

¥ progeny, my Ahl al-Bayt. Surely, they will not part from one another



until they return to me at the Pond. Be careful how you treat them after
me. O people, do not teach them, for they know more than you.
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Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Babawayh al-Qummi (1959). vol. 1,

(pages 228-229).

-Also there is a tradition regarding the commentary of the verse 33:
33 as following:

“In the "Jami al-Bayan" Muhammad bin Jarir Tabari has quoted
Shahr ibn Hawshab Ashari (d 100 A.H.) as saying: "When Ummu
Salamah heard news of the martyrdom of Husayn bin "Ali (‘a), she
cursed the people of Iraq and said: "May Allah kill the people of Iraq
who deceived him and left him alone. May Allah curse them. Verily, I
saw Fatimah while bringing a stone bowl of sweet paste for the Holy
Prophet (s). The Holy Prophet (s) stated: "Where is your cousin?' She
said: "At home."' The Prophet (s) said: "Go bring him here with his two
sons.' Fatimah returned while holding the hands of Hasan and Husayn.
“Ali also followed them, and they came to the Holy Prophet (s). The
Holy Prophet (s) embraced Hasan and Husayn and made "Ali sit on his
right and Fatimah on left. He then the cloak as the carpet on which we
slept in Medina and placed it over Fatimah, "Ali, Hasan, and Husayn.
He held the two sides of the cloak with his left hand. He raised his right
hand toward the sky addressing Almighty Allah by saying: 'O Allah,
purify them of any uncleanness. O Allah, these are the members of my
Household. Purify and cleanse them of any vice, wrong, and sin,' (He
repeated this twice)." This tradition has been related by Ahmad bin
Muhammad ibn Hanbal in "Musnad" 292/6: Tahawi in "Mushkil al-
Athar" 335/1; and Muhib Tabari in "Zakhair al-"Ugba" 22/1. The Kisa’
hadith has been narrated in different forms by the Shias and the Sunnis.”
(Jalali, Fall & Winter 1995-1996, pages 4-5)
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14 In addition, it should be mentioned that Umm Salama wanted to
enter under the kisa’, but the Prophet (s) prevented her. She asked: 'Am
I not one of the Ahl al-Bayt?'. The Prophet (s) said: 'you are on the path
of righteousness and goodness, you are one of the wives of the prophet
of Allah."" (Muhammadi Reiyshahri, Ahl al-Bayt dar Qur’an wa hadith,
vol. 1, p. 38.) (https://en.wikishia.net/view/Hadith_al-Kis%27)

Hadith Thagalayn (Arabic: ¢l Cuas)

Hadith Thagalayn is narrated a little differently in different sources,
but the content is the same. Al-Kafi which is one of the Four
Books of Shi‘a:

"Indeed | am leaving two things among you, to which if you hold
yourself, you will never astray: the book of Allah —who is all mighty
and great- and my Ahl al-Bayt (household), my 'itrat (family). O people
hear! And | have announced to you that: indeed, you will enter my
presence and | will ask you about what you did to the thagalayn (two
weighty things) and the thagalayn are the book of Allah and my Ahl al-
Bayt."

Ll e in Al 5 Ua G Do alll GBS ) ghaaa (] Uagy 23081 () oy el 2808 S5 )
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(Al-Kulayni, al-Kafi, vol.1, p.294) .sks Sl 58783 Ua alll LS

Sunan al-Nasa'i, one of the six sahih (authentic) books of
Sunnis:

"Looks like I have been called, and | answered (my time of death
has come), indeed | have left the thagalayn (two weighty things) among
you, one of them is greater form the other, the book of Allah and my
"itrat (family), my Ahl al-Bayt (household). So look after how you will
behave with them after me, indeed they will never separate from each
other until they enter my presence by the pool [in the paradise].”
e 5 A QLS ¢ AV (e S Ladaal) i) S8 S 508 ) ecuald cuen 8 S
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(Al-Nasa'i, al-Sunan al-Kubra, hadith: 8148)
(https://en.wikishia.net/view/Hadith_al-Thagalayn)
é? (Al-Sawaeq al-Muhriga, p. 90.) . dal (e Jae (Aal e A JS
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In every generation of my community, there is a very just person
from my progeny.
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(Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn Babawayh al-Qummi (1959). vol. 1, page
221)

And from Muhammad ibn Yahya, from Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn

Isa, from Muhammad ibn Khalid, from Abu al-Bakhtary who has
narrated the following:
Abu Abdullah said: ‘Surely, the scholars™"* are the inheritors of the
Prophets®"*, and that the Prophets®"* do not leave the inheritance of
Dirhams nor the Dinars, and they leave behind their®"* Hadith from
among their Ahadith. Whoever takes anything from these has taken a
colossal measure. Look at your knowledge and see where you have
taken it from. From among our posterity the People of the Household,
there is a just person, who denies the alterations of the exaggerators,
uncovers the impersonations of the wrongdoers, and the interpretations
of the ignorant’.

From these traditions and the similar traditions we can conclude
that the title Ahl al-Bayt was not especial to some especial people living
at the age of revelation, but it will be lasting till resurrection. In fact, the
phrase “indeed they will never separate from each other until they enter
my presence by the pool [in the paradise] e oy As B i ol Legild
w=l” shows this continuation. Meaning since the other nine Imams
have spiritual similarity with the Holy prophet, they are among Ahl al-
Bayt. (Javadi 'Amoli, 2022, vol. 66, pages 212-213)

Condition of being from Ahl al-Bayt

And Noah cried unto his Lord and said: My Lord! Lo! my son is of
my household! Surely Thy promise is the truth and Thou are the Most
Just of Judges. * He said: O Nah! surely he is not of your family; surely
he is (the doer of) other than good deeds, therefore ask not of Me that
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of which you have no knowledge; surely I admonish you lest you may

be of the ignorant. (11:45-46)

G UG CapaSlad) 2GAT Gl (Al &35 &5 Al (e 0 8 Ly U8 43 7 58 35
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"Ahl al-Bayt" literally means people of the house and it refers to
the family or children of a person. The term "family of the Prophet” can
be applied on three kinds of relationships:

* Those who are related to the Prophet by blood or marriage ties only.
* Those who are related to the Prophet by soul and spirit only.

* Those who are related to the Prophet by blood or marriage ties as well
as by soul and spirit.

When the Qur'an or the Prophet uses the term "Ahlul Bayt", it could

not be the first or the second group.
The first group is only physically related to the Prophet but not
spiritually, like the son of Prophet Niih or the wife of Prophet Lit or
Abu Lahab, the Prophet's uncle. Allah clearly says to Prophet Nih
about his son: "Innahu laysa min ahlik <l e 531 45 - He is not of your
family."

That is, he is not one of your spiritual family; he is only physically
related to you. Lut's wife and the Prophet's uncle, Abu Lahab, both are
counted as people of the Hell-Fire.

The second category is considered "Ahl al-Bayt" only in a metaphorical
sense, not in the real meaning; for example, Salman al-Farsi about
whom the Prophet said, "Salman is from us, the Ahl al-Bayt." This
leaves us with the third group. (Sayyid Muhammad Rizvi. (n.d.))
Mubahalah verse

Sixty chiefs and "Ulama of Najran, headed by Sayyid, Agib, and
Usquf (religious personalities) of the region in the 10th year A.H. came
to Medina to clarify their religious and political stance vis-a-vis Islam
which had spread over the Arab peninsula and to engage in discussions
with the Messenger (s) of Allah to realize the essence and truth of Islam.
After lengthy discussions which have been presented in details in Ibn
Hisham's "Sirah™ 573/1, no agreement was reached on the position and

¥ standing of Jesus. The Christians of Najran believed in the divinity of


https://www.al-islam.org/shiism-imamate-and-wilayat-sayyid-muhammad-rizvi/concept-ahlul-bayt-tribal-or-islamic#quran_ref_75092
https://www.al-islam.org/shiism-imamate-and-wilayat-sayyid-muhammad-rizvi/concept-ahlul-bayt-tribal-or-islamic#quran_ref_75092
https://www.al-islam.org/person/sayyid-muhammad-rizvi

Jesus and considered him as the son of God. This is while, based on the
explicit wording of the Holy Qur'an,
(3:59) 0SB R UE A QA e ABA A0 K 4l Ne e JR O

The Messenger (s) of Allah considered him as a Prophet and the
servant of God. At the end of the discussions, the Prophet (s) suggested
that the two sides engage in "mubahalah™, in other words, to invoke
divine malediction for the lying side. The following verse was
descended in this regard:

"But whoever disputes with you in this matter after what has come
to you of knowledge, then say: come let us call our sons and your sons
and our women and your women and our near people and your near
people, then let us be earnest in prayer, and pray for the curse of Allah
on the liars."

Ao ly Upluy 28Ul el ¢35 1751a3 (Ja olall (pe Slela Lo 23 (40 4 GBS (1
(3: 61) .0wal&l e all il Jaiid e 28 2l 1l

The 10th (and some say the 24th) of Dhul-Hajjah was chosen for
"mubahalah". The Messenger of Allah ordered that in a field outside
Medina a thin black "aba" (men's loose sleeveless cloak open in front)
be used as a shade between two trees. The Christian chiefs and
dignitaries of Najran stood in orderly ranks on one side of the field, on
the other side, the Prophet, together with ‘Ali, Fatimah, Hasan and
Husayn came from the direction of Medina to the shade. Along this
path, the Prophet (s), holding the hand of "Ali ("a), Hasan and Husayn
walked in front with Fatimah behind them (c.f. "Majm @ al-Bayan".
Interpretation of the Mubahalah Verse). With such simplicity and
grandeur, they reached the shade and stood below the "aba". The Holy
Prophet (s) recited the verse "tathir” and addressed the "Ahl al-Bayt™
by saying: "l will invoke malediction for them and you say ‘amin'"
Seeing such glory and grandeur, the Najran chiefs lost their self-
confidence and felt that they were very puny and could not stand against
Prophet Muhammad (s) and his Household. They, therefore, accepted
to pay "jizyah" and offered to give in to peace. On behalf of the Holy

Prophet (s), the commander of the Faithful, "Ali ("a), signed a peace é;

treaty with the Christians.
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The Christians were to annually offer twelve thousand exquisite

clothes, a thousand mithqgal of gold, and some other items to remain
Christians under the umbrella of Islam.
On the basis of the verse mubahalah, Sunni interpreters (such as
Zamakhshari, Baydawi, Imam Fakhr Razi and others) regard "Ali,
Fatimah, Hasan and Husayn (peace be upon them all) superior to all
other people and argue that Hassan and Husayn are the sons of the
Messenger (s) of Allah .

The term "anfusina """ in the verse mubdhalah proves the unity
of the heart and soul of Prophet Muhammad and "Ali. The Holy Prophet
(s) stated: ""Ali is of me and I am of "Ali." ("Fadail al-Khamsah" 343/1).
The hadith mubahalah has been recounted in different books of "sirah”
and history with various wordings. These include those of Tirmidhi
("Sahih" 166/2) which quotes S'ad ibn Abi Waqqas as follows: "When
the verse mubahalah was recited, the Holy Prophet (s) summoned "Ali,
Fatimah, Hasan, and Husayn and said: 'O Allah, these are the Members
of my Household." This tradition has been narrated by Hakim Nishaburi
in "al-Mustadrak" 150/3 and Bayhagi in "Sunan™ 63/7. (The same
source, pages 5-6)

The verse regarding calling on the members of the house to keep up
prayer

Ibn “Abdul-Bar in "al-Isti ‘ab™ 598/2; Abi Dawud Tialisi in "Sahth"
274/8; and Firoozabadi in "Fadail al-Khamsah" 236/1 have put at forty
the number of mornings when the Prophet (s) went to the house of "Ali
(‘a) and Fatimah (*a). In Tafsir Jami al-Bayan, Tabari has said that this
was done for seven months. Siyuti (in al-Durr al-Manthiir, 199) has
quoted Ibn "Abbas as saying that after the verse "And enjoin prayer on
your household ..." ( sLall &l *45 20: 132) was revealed, the Holy
Prophet (s) for nine months went to the house of "Ali ("a) five times a
day at the time of daily prayers and called on the members of the house
to keep up the prayer. Each time, he recited the verse tathir. (The same
source, pages 8-9)
¢ Conclusion
5 In the Holy Quran Ahl al-Bayt(as), are considered as infallibles,

but some cannot understand this transcendent issue, because they either




mix the Allah’s genetic will (42530 3 Y1) with His statutory Will
(443l 22 ,¥1) or do not differentiate between preventive removal
(= Sd)) and eradicative removal (=81 <Wwd)., The most
controversial issue is the way of determining the real referents of Ahl
al-Bayt(as). The Twelver Shia take advantage of the Holy Qur’an, the
related traditions and intellect and through a certain method proves
definitely the Ahl al-Bayt’s infallibility. But unfortunately some
deceived by the political deviations, which happened during the Islamic
history (and paved ground for the cruel rulers and caused backwardness
of the Islamic Ummabh) try to include people that the verses of the Holy
Quran do not mean. Meaning they are going to impose their illusions
upon the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Quran as the most prominent source
should be the scale of all scales. If we manipulate this scale, we will
lose all scales. The Holy Qur’an should be commentated by itself, not
the illusions of so and so. The Holy Quran must be criterion for all
traditions and sayings, not vice versa. The people’s sayings must be
evaluated by truth (3=, not people themselves are considered as truth
creator. Therefore, in fact, our epistemology, humanology, sociology,
histeriology, axiology and of course ontology has many problems. We
believe in many presuppositions, which we never can justify them. Then
in order to explain what we believe, we deny the role of intellect or
claim that politics is separate from religion, and simultaneously we
claim that people must follow the cruel ruler, because we need those
anti securities for keeping security!
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