Imam al-Mahdi’'s declaration
of Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (as)
as his excellent role model
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Shaykh al-Tusi, mm his revered work
al-Ghaybah, relates an incident that oc-
curred after the martyrdom of Imam
al- Askart (as). A dispute had arisen be-
tween Ibn Ab1 Ghanim al-Qazwint and a
oroup of Shi a regarding the matter of the
Imam’s succession. Ibn Abi Ghanim
denied the Imamate of the promised son
of al-" AskarT (as), causing confusion and
unrest among the believers.

In their distress, a group of faithful Shia
wrote to the Imam of the Age (aj), seek-
ing guidance concerning this turmoil.
The Imam, 1 his own blessed handwrit-
ing, responded to their letter—beginning
with prayers for their protection from de-
viation and tribulation, invoking for them
the light of certainty and a blessed end,
and imparting divine counsel on several
matters. In the midst of his luminous
words, he wrote this timeless declaration:

t(uﬁ}w\th 5.”'{:\ Jy_j ;‘Jj veo)
“In the daughter of the Messenger of
Allah (Prophet Muhammad), there 1s for
me an excellent example.”
(Al-Ghaybah, by Tusi, p. 286, hadith 245; Bihar
al-Anwar, vol. 53, p. 180, hadith, 9)
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In this narration, there lies a profound and
subtle distinction. Imam al-Mahdi (aj) does
not say, “In my mother, Fatimah...”’; rather,
he declares, “In the daughter of the Messenger
of God...”.This phrase carries deep signifi-
cance, for 1t reveals that the Imam’s emula-
tion of Lady Fatimah (as) 1s not due to her
being his mother, but because she 1s the
daughter of the Prophet (pbuh), the embod-
1ment of his essence, and the continuation
of his noble line. Fatimah (as) is the very
flesh of the Messenger of God, and to take
her as a model 1s, 1n truth, to take the
Prophet himself as a model. Her role as a
paradigm 1s inseparable from that of the
Prophet (pbuh), for she 1s his spiritual and lit-
eral counterpart. Thus, the mmitation of
Fatimah (as) 1s the imitation of the Messen-
ger of God 1 all of his purity, wisdom, and
virtue. The Prophet 1s the one whom God
has chosen and exalted as the ultimate role
model for the faithful. In truth, the words of
Imam Mahdi 1.e. In the daughter of the Mes-
senger of God... reflect this divine truth,
aligning perfectly with God's revelation,
which highlights the Prophet as the epitome
of exemplary conduct for believers:
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“Indeed, 1n the Messenger of Allah (Mu-
hammad) you have a good example to
follow for him who hopes 1n (the Meeting
with) Allah and the Last Day and remem-
bers Allah much.” (The Quran, 33:21)
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The Radiance of the Imam’s Declaration
These few words unveil an ocean of mean-
ing. They reveal the deep spiritual kinship
and divine resemblance between the final
Proof of God and his foremother, Fatimah
al-Zahra (as).

The Imam 1dentifies himself as the contin-
uer of her sacred mission—the one who
walks 1n her footsteps, defends the Wilayah
of Imam Al (as) as she did, endures op-
pression as she endured, and upholds the
truth as she upheld 1t. Fatimah (as) 1s not
only his ancestor 1 blood, but his mirror
in spirit. Just as she was the heart of the
Prophetic household, the Imam of the Age
(a)) 1s the living continuation of her light
1n this world of tral.
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Dimensions of Imitation
The Imam’s statement- “In the daughter of

the Messenger of Allah there 1s for me an
excellent example”- may be understood
on several luminous levels. Among them
are the following:

1. Her Refusal to Submit to the Tyrants
Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (as), till the final
breath of her blessed life, refused to give
allegiance to any usurper of divine authori-
ty. She stood alone, but unbending, before
the throne of falsehood—her silence
louder than a thousand cries, her broken
ribs a testtmony that truth bows to none
but God.

In the same spirit, Imam al-Mahdi (aj)
does not and will not extend allegiance to
any oppressive ruler. His covenant 1s only
with Allah and with the line of His chosen
ones. Just as Fatimah (as) guarded the
sanctity of Wilayah, he too remains
hidden yet steadfast, preserving the trust
of divine guardianship until the time of 1ts
full manifestation.
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2. Her Refusal to Use Unlawful Means to Reclaim the Truth

The letter 1tself suggests that some among
the Shi a doubted the Imam’s authority or
questioned his silence. The Imam answers
them with profound wisdom: his guide 1s
Fatimah (as).

Though she witnessed the usurpation of
her husband’s right and the crushing of
divine order, she did not lift her hand in
vengeance nor resort to forbidden means.
She chose patience, prayer, and the purity
of protest over worldly power.

Likewise, Imam al-Mahdi (aj) declares
by his very bemg: “Were I permitted, I
would make the truth manifest so that no
shadow of doubt would remain.

Yet my example 1s Fatimah (as): she
never used unlawful means to reclaim her
right, and I too will await the divine com-
mand. My silence 1s not weakness—it 1s fi-
delity to the path of Fatimah (as).”
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3. Her Compassion Amid Injustice

In another portion of the sacred letter, the
Imam writes: “Were 1t not for our deep
love for you, our longing for your guid-
ance, and the mjustices we have endured,
we would have turned away from you.”
Here the Imam’s heart speaks the same lan-
guage as his mother’s.

Fatimah (as), despite being wronged by
her people and abandoned by those who
owed her loyalty, continued to pray for
them, to care for their fate, and to inter-
cede for their forgiveness.

The Imam of the Age follows this same lu-
minous pattern. Though his followers
falter, and though his absence 1s prolonged
by the world’s heedlessness, his compas-
sion does not wane. Like his mother, he en-
dures pain 1n silence, yet his heart remains
full of mercy for his people.
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Conclusion
When the Imam of the Age (aj) proclaims
that Lady Fatimah al-Zahra (as) 1s his role
model, he 1s not merely praising her vir-
A of his
OWn miss1on.
The path of Mahdaviyyah 1s the continua-
tion of the path of Fatimiyyah. To await
the Mahdi1 (aj) 1s to live by the light of
Fatimah (as), to be pure 1n intention, stead-
fast in faith, discerning 1n loyalty, and pa-
tient 1n the face of injustice.
Her tears at the door of the Mosque of the
Prophet, her broken door, her whispered
prayers i the night—all are lessons for
the community that awaits her son. Thus,
one cannot truly know the hidden Imam
without knowing the Lady of Light, for
she 1s the mirror of his mission and the
measure of his truth. Whoever walks
her footsteps walks toward him; and who-
ever loves her, loves the one who carries
her light to the End of the Time.
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