Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 13(2), 1-36 Summer 2020

' Zokaei, M.S. (2020). Media representation of Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iran (1392-1396).
(,\.:) Journal of Iranian Cultural Research, 13(2), 1-36. doi: 10.22035/jicr.2020.2374.2841

d | http://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2020.2374.2841 URL: http://www jicr.ir/article_412.html

2008-1847 / © The Authors. This is an open access article under the CC BY 4.0 license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0).

Media Representation of Arbaeen Pilgrimage in Iran
(1392-1396)

1 2
Mohammad Saeed Zokaei , Rohollah Eslami
Received: Feb. 2,2020;  Accepted: Apr. 29, 2020

Extended Abstract

In recent years Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iran has many practitioners and visitors, so it
becomes one of the main aspects of Shiite identity and Iranian religiosity actions.
Relying on a case study of discourses and representations of Arbaeen pilgrimage, we
try to understand Arbaeen pilgrimage as a social phenomenon and explore diversity
and differences of Iran's society today. Concentrating on representations and
discourses of Arbaeen pilgrimage that signifying this Practice, by addressing written
texts published on paper or digital mass media (Newspapers, News Agencies and
News Sites) in a 5 years period since 1392 to 1396 in Iran, diversity of representations
have shown. Applying theoretical and methodological approach of Laclau and
Mouffe's discourse analysis in the process of investigating 1800 day-record published
on that 5 years period, 6 different discourses have found that representing power
constellation of Arbaeen pilgrimage phenomenon. Findings of this exploratory
research helps focus on cultural changes of post-revolutionary Iran's society and
determine its diversity contexts.

Keywords: Arbaeen phenomenon, discourse analysis, diversity of Iran's society,
representation

1. Professor of Sociology & Cultural Studies, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author)

P4 saced.zokaei@atu.ac.ir

2. PhD Candidate in Political Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba'i
University, Tehran, Iran

< rohollah.eslami@atu.ac.ir


https://dx.doi.org/10.22035/jicr.2020.2374.2841
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0
mailto:saeed.zokaei@atu.ac.ir
mailto:saeed.zokaei@atu.ac.ir
mailto:rohollah.eslami@atu.ac.ir
mailto:rohollah.eslami@atu.ac.ir

Iranian Cultural Research

Vol. 13
Issue 2
Summer 2020

INTRODUCTION

In recent years Arbaeen pilgrimage in Iran has many practitioners and visitors.
Most of the pilgrims walk from Najaf to Karbala and annually in a few days millions
of people gathering in all routes to Karbala. So Arbaeen pilgrimage becomes one of
the main aspects of Shiite identity and Iranian religiosity actions.

PURPOSE

Relying on a case study of discourses and representations of Arbaeen pilgrimage
that in Iranian mass media has published, we try to understand Arbaeen pilgrimage
as a social phenomenon and explore diversity and differences of Iran's society today.

METHODOLOGY

Applying approach of Laclau and Mouffe's discourse theory to analyze the
relationship between media representations of the Arbaeen pilgrimage and the
context that made these representations possible, codifying the texts done. In the
process of investigating written texts published on paper or digital mass media (8
Newspapers, 4 News Agencies and 6 News Sites) at intervals of twenty days during
each year in a 5 years period since 1392 to 1396 in Iran, 1800 day-record observed and
finally 290 texts identified that representing Arbaeen pilgrimage. Numbers of texts
representing Arbaeen pilgrimage in 6 different discourses have shown in table 1.

Table 1. Numbers of Texts Representing Arbaeen Pilgrimage in 6 Different Discourses

Name of Discourse Number of Texts
pilgrimage 10

phenomenon 48

movement 46

march 101

walk 67

travel 18

Total number of texts 290

RESULT

Concentrating on representations and discourses of Arbaeen pilgrimage that
signifying this Iranian religious Practice in that 5 years period, 6 different discourses
have found that representing power constellation of Arbaeen pilgrimage
phenomenon. Central signifiers of these 6 different discourses respectively are:
"pilgrim the Shrine of Imam Husain", "establishing the religious Civilization",
"Ashura Movement", "Peace March", "Love Walk", and "travel to Karbala".



DISCUSSION

The privileged signifiers and the floating signifiers of these 6 different discourses are
described by citing evidence from the texts, and it is shown how each discourse,
using a distinct genre, narrates the Arbaeen event differently from the other
discourses. These have formed a range of different representations (from pilgrimage
to travel) in relation to the Arbaeen event, which in referring to power constellation,
show political, religious, national and regional differences of Iranian’s socio-
political tastes today. The changing position of 6 different discourses in 5 years
period since 1392 to 1396 has shown in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Changing Position of Different Discourses

CONCLUSION

This comprehensive description of Arbaeen pilgrimage representations in the
Iranian mass media between 1392 and 1396 has provided the possibility of
understanding Arbaeen as a social phenomenon specially, and a basis for
understanding and talking about the diversity of today's Iranian society generally.

NOVELTY

Findings of this exploratory research helps focus on cultural changes of post-
revolutionary Iran's society and determine its diversity contexts which in the field of
discourses, of course not with equal power, is going on.
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