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Imam Reza (AS) says:
The earth will swallow its residents
being empty of Hojjat (Imam) for a blinking.

Ayatollah Khamenei, the Supreme Leader of the Islamic Revolution:
Attaining humankind’s goal of forming a single world government and a
unique religion will not be realized unless by the Perfect Man who is the final
destination of all the prophets and saints. The formation of such a government
and religion is a fact that is promised by all divine religions.

The result of the realization of such a goal is rescuing humankind from the elf
and human demons and putting the humanity on the path of elevation and
perfection.
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Editorial

Is the world in which we are living improving and is heading towards
happiness or it is falling into a decline? What is the state of the world’s
welfare and felicity? Some thinking about today’s world will make it
clear how serious the crises are.

Nowadays, the world endeavors to solve the problems, yet instead, hu-
manity has created bigger problems which are the result of their limited
perspective of the world and their stance in it.

People, in their life, have always been looking for happiness and they do
their best to achieve jt. However, a glance at the state of the world clear-
ly shows that how it is stepping towards nothingness—a nothingness
replete with corruption, duplicity, unfaithfulness, cruelty, and injustice
in both material and spiritual aspects of life.

This demonstrates that the human has gone astray. They have only pur-
sued their self-interests and responded positively to theijr animalistic
desires. The downfall is due to taking distance from spirituality and Sha-
ria’. In fact, many of the thinkers, philosophers, and sociologists, either
by dint of pure logic or by relying on their innate subconscious feelings,
have rightly reiterated this throughout the ages. They have constantly
stated that in order to solve the problems and to achijeve righteous and
eternal goals, the human ought to always stand committed to the holy
sharia’.

That is because human intellect and knowledge is unable to answer co-
piously to all their spiritual and even materialistic needs. Therefore, in
different eras and from various regions, the Creator of the Universe has
chosen leaders, messengers and guides to offer detailed plan and to
show a road map to people for the betterment of their lives. Moreover,
the Omnipotent God has chosen these leaders to show the way to hy-
manity in different stages of this path.

The Almighty through His justice and mercy refrains from abandon-
ing the human and leaving them unguided. Therefore, He appoints as a
guide a wise man who possesses all required qualities to the full. As a
result, it is expected that presently someone chosen by God will appear
to deliver His plan to us and guide us back to the right path.
The establishment of international communities, world security organi-

zations and armies as well as global education all bespeaks this very inner call
which heralds the existence of a savior either because of the world crises (external
factor) or due to humanity’s innate need for a savior (internal factor) is an undis-
putable necessity.

Professor Henry Corbin, who was among the greatest philosophers of his age
in France, regards as one of his most outstanding reasons for his inclination to-
wards Shiism, the response which this religious faith provides for the mentioned
inner call. He said, I am a philosopher and from a philosophic perspective, [ have
reached this conclusion that God’s Grace ought to constantly come down to this
world. And to achieve God’s Grace a mediator is required; that is according to the
philosophers, a perfect man must exist so that God bestows His Grace upon the
world of the living through that perfect man. And when I'searched about all divine
religions, I saw that none of them have elaborated on this issue. For instance,
when I studied Judaism, I noticed that it says after the Prophet Moses, about
four thousand years, no prophet has come, but finally someone will. When I read
about Christianity, I observed that the Christians say no prophet has ever come
after Jesus Christ but someone will finally come. But when I delved into Islam, I
realized that the Muslims say no prophet has come after Muhammad (SAW) and
will never come. Although all religions had said a prophet will come after theirs,
Islam asserted that after Mohammad (SAW), no prophet will ever come after his
holiness but his successors, the twelve infallible Imams, will serve to show the
human the right path.

And before his holiness died, he had described Imam Ali (AS) as his breath and
soul. That means Imam Alj (AS) is by no means different from the Holy prophet
of Islam (SAW) unless in the issue of prophethood and his holiness has introduced
Imam Ali (AS) as his successor and he also has in turn introduced the twelve in-
fallible Imams as his successors. And Imam Mahdi (AJ), the twelfth infallible
Imam, is Hujjatullah (the God’s power over His subjects) and the prophet’s suc-
cessor since the martyrdom of the eleventh Imam (AS). Therefore, the Universe
has never remained and will never be without a Khalifatullah (God’s vicegerent).
In general, Islam has been serious and determined about introducing guides and
has deemed necessary their constant presence for the eternal felicity of the hu-
man. For instance, various statements by the greatest figures of Islam report that
the earth has never been and will never become uninhabited by godly guides who
are referred to as Hujjat .




Mahdism

Questions and Answers about the Existence
of World’s Savior

By:Shahrzad Shahsavan
Translated by: Mehdi Mirzaei

The idea of savior exists across all
religions. Thus, it may be said to be
a product of the human mind which
has gradually crept into religions,
including Islam. In what way does

Islam deal with such a probability?

Answer:

Belief in the world’s savior is a uni-
versal notion and it is not unique to
a single nation, denomination, or re-
ligion. The question whether this no-
tion is a product of the human mind
and might have crept into Islam from
earlier religions or societies is far
from the truth due to a number of con-
siderations. It is indeed a true prom-
ise made by God and embedded in the
nature of the human beings.

1. If the idea of the savior were a
product of the human mind, it would
not have survived in a sustainable
manner, for it would have faded into
insignificance and suffered gradual
neglect due to human developments,
elimination, or alteration of his earli-
er ideas and his intellectual develop-
ment in the world. A simple example
is the Pharaonic religion of which no
trace is left nor proved by history or
human experience in today’s world.

2. Human beings have had a natural
tendency to believe in a savior re-
gardless of their religion, race, color,
and even the era in which they lived.
For example, throughout the whole

history people did believe in this
notion—and our future generations
will certainly continue to believe in
it—which is actually suggestive of
the fact that it (hope for a bright fu-
ture, belief in the appearance of the
savior and redemption) is something
naturally embedded in the human fi-

trat (disposition).

3. Belief in the appearance of a re-
ligious savior and formation of a
divine government based on glob-
al justice has been among the aims
which have been followed by all
prophets who enacted them from
generation to generation.'

Belief in the world’s savior is also
seen in non-religious ideology. As it
is stated by great scholars, the idea
of making the world right is related
to all human, and it is not just for
believers and the faithful. Bertrand
Russell, a non-religious man, says:
“The world is waiting for the savior
to invite everybody to join hands

and to get together under a single
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flag and a single motto”.
Einstein as well says: “It is likely
that one day all people will live a
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happy and peaceful life together”.

Question: What is the philosophy
behind the appearance of the sav-

ior in different religions?

Answer:

The appearance of the savior as a
basic fact is present in all religions,
and according to all religions, the
savior and the one to set the world
right is a man who, upon appearance,
saves people tired of oppression and
injustice from the paws of the op-
pressors and gives them peace, se-
curity, the one religion, and the fair
law instead. In his time, there is no

room for wickedness and injustice.

Foot Notes:

Dr. Ahmad Amin, Mahdi and Mahdism,
p- 13, Maktab al-Islam Publications,
Tehran.

2 Shahrestani, ‘Abd ur-

3 ibid. p. 7.
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The Necessity of the Existence of a Savior
According to the Holly Verses of Qur'an

In this article, I would like to discuss the necessity of the existence of a Savior with reference to the
Holy Book of Qur’an. Certainly for the believers, the most comprehensive picture of the ultimate truth
is the one drawn by the God, the Almighty. Qur’an is a magnificent book by God.

This is a book which the previous heavenly scriptures do not nullify and future events have not contra-
dicted. Qur’an is so comprehensive that addresses everything and nothing exists unless it is discussed
in this enlightening book. The book has not overlooked anything, and nothing is left unsaid. It is the
ultimate word of God to the entire creation, like Islam which is the final heavenly religion and a clear
map for the way of life in this world.

By:Shahrzad Shahsavan

Translated by:Dr Mohsen Hanif

Qur’an tells us about the victory
of the Roman Empire over the
Persians and relates how the op-
pressive yet shallow kingdoms
are crushed down by other ris-
ing powers. The Holy Book of
Qur’an reports the destiny of Gog
and Magog. But it also speaks
about the possibility of traversing
beyond the earth and exploring
other planets in the universe. It
states:
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“O company of jinn and humans!
If you can pass through the con-
fines of the heavens and the earth,
then do pass through. But you
will not pass through except by
an authority.” (al-Rahman: 35)
Thus, it is highly unlikely that
such a precise book will neglect
heralding the appearance of the
Great Savior who will spread jus-
tice in the world. This book cer-
tainly gives us the tidings of the
advent of the Savior and surely
does not leave the future of hu-
manity unsaid.
Undoubtedly, according to the
Islamic society, all the genuine

Islamic concepts and beliefs have
their roots in the Divine Speech.
And also the premises of the con-
viction to the appearance of Imam
Zaman are certainly noted in the
Holy Book of Qur’an and this
Great Divine Book has given the
tidings of that happy and promis-
ing day to all of its followers. The
Holy Book of Quran is important
in this aspect because human be-
ings’ logic is unable to give a full
picture of the future world and the
appearance of the Savior.
Therefore, throughout history,
some religious elites have en-
deavored to collect verses from
the Qur’an in Which God has il-
lustrated the future of the world
and explicated the visage of Imam
Zaman who has the greatest role in
giving shape to the destiny of hu-
mankind.

What follows are some of the
Qur’anic verses as well as state-
ments by the infallible Shia
Imams, who, according to the
Qur’an, are the firmest and most
qualified people in interpreting the
Divine Verses about the future of
the world and the Savior. Certain-
ly, the total number of the verses

in the Qu’ran discussing this topic
exceeds what comes here.

*The Coming of the Savior
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And those who disbelieved, said
to their Messengers: “Surely, we
shall drive you out of our land, or
you shall return to our religion.”
So their Lord inspired them: “Tru-
ly, We shall destroy the Zalim-
un (polytheists, disbelievers and
wrong-doers.) (13). “And indeed,
We shall make you dwell in the
land after them. This is for him
who fears standing before Me (on
the Day of Resurrection or fears
My Punishment) and also fears
My Threat.” (Ibrahim, ayah 14).
*The Sovereignty of those who
are closed to God (Prophets and

Imams)

RPAE AT
And [that] indeed, Our soldiers
will be those who overcome.

(Surah As-Saffaat: 173)
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And, verily, Our Word has gone

forth of old for Our slaves, the
Messengers, (171) That they ver-
ily would be made triumphant.
(As-Saffaat: 172)
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Certainly We wrote in the Psalms,
after the Torah: ‘Indeed My righ-
teous servants shall inherit the
earth.” (al-Anbiya: 105)
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Allah has promised those of you
who have faith and do righteous
deeds that He will surely make
them successors in the earth, just
as He made those who were before
them successors, and He will sure-
ly establish for them their religion
which He has approved for them,
and that He will surely change
their state to security after their
fear, while they worship Me, not
ascribing any partners to Me. And
whoever is ungrateful after that
—it is they who are the transgres-
sors. (al-Nir: 55)
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And We wanted to confer favor
upon those who were oppressed
in the land and make them leaders
and make them inheritors. (Al-Qa-
sas: 5)

And because this promise has not
yet been fulfilled, it will come true
when Imam Zaman appears.

*The Inheritors of the Earth
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Indeed, the earth belongs to Allah.
He causes to inherit it to whom
He wills of His servants. And the
[best] outcome is for the righteous.
(Al-A'raf: 128)
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They want to extinguish the light
of Allah with their mouths, but
Allah refuses except to perfect
His light, although the disbeliev-
ers dislike it (32). It is He who has
sent His Messenger with guidance
and the religion of truth to mani-
fest it over all religion, although
they who associate others with Al-
lah dislike it. (At-Tawbah: 33)

)y

Therefore, throughout history, some reli-
gious elites have endeavored to collect
verses from the Qur’an in Which God has
illustrated the future of the world and ex-
plicated the visage of Imam Zaman who
has the greatest role in giving shape to the

destiny of humankind.

*Ruling the Entire Earth
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[And they are] those who, if We
give them authority in the land,
establish prayer and give zakah
and enjoin what is right and for-
bid what is wrong. And to Allah
belongs the outcome of [all]
matters. (Surah Al-Hajj: 41)
L 02391 O 553 wss (e 903l (8 LS 0
Os=dlall golee
Certainly We wrote in the
Psalms, after the Torah: ‘Indeed
My righteous servants shall in-
herit the earth.” (al-Anbiya: 105)

And because this promise has
not yet been fulfilled, it will
come true when Imam Zaman
(AJ) appears. Therefore in order
to see Divine Promises materi-
alized during the life of the hu-
manity on earth, the existence
of a savior is necessary. The
Qur’an discusses the Savior, his
features, etc. in different parts of
it. In the next issues of the maga-
zine we shall turn to them.
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Logical Reasons
for the Existence of Imam Zamanay

This article is about the logical reasons for why should we have an Imam at all times? The question is

answered with this logic that all the world is a reflection of God Almighty’s power and goodness and since

Imam Zaman is the prefect human being, he is the best reflection and example of God’s power and he is

his Walli on this earth

By: Zahra Mostofi

Translated by:Dr Mohsen Hanif

The Question

One of the most frequently
discussed issues about Imam
Zaman is the necessity of his
existence. In other words, schol-
ars have tried to answer this
question whether human beings
always are in need of an infalli-
ble Imam or, after the prophets,
people can keep on the right
path towards God without re-
ceiving any guidance from an
Imam.

Presently, the last infallible
Imam is in occultation and hu-
man beings live without his
presence. In this time, humanity
continues to worship God and
carries on the religious rituals.
Therefore, some believe that
when people can live without
the presence of Imam Zaman,
his existence—at least at the pres-
ent time is unnecessary. There
is another question whether the
existence of an infallible Imam
is only for the purpose of show-
ing people the way to the divine
path or it has benefits beyond
that.

There are many reasons in re-
spond to such question. For in-
stance, an infallible Imam is the
perfect human being in each
period and his existence is not
merely for the sake of people
receiving the Divine Guidance.
His existence actually has much
more benefits for both humans
and other creatures. Moreover,
the entire universe is imperfect
without the existence of a perfect
and superior human being, who
is in fact the infallible Imam in
the Shiite discourse.

We will analyze the issue based
on one of these arguments:

Imam Zaman, the Perfect Mir-
ror of God: The Universe, the
Mirror of Divine Attributes
God created the universe to
reveal his goodness and beau-
ties. All the creatures of the
world echo a part of God’s
grace and beauty. Each crea-
ture in the world is reflecting
God’s beauties and goodness.
So much like various kinds of

14 ¢

There are many reasons in

respond to such question. For
instance, an infallible Imam is
the perfect human being in each
period and his existence is not
merely for the sake of people

receiving the Divine Guidance

mirrors—which based on their
sizes, shapes, and brightness
have different reflections—are
the creatures of the universe too
who, considering their aptitude,
capacity, and knowledge, can
reflect God’s grace and beauty
in different ways. Also, the rela-
tionship between creatures’ ca-
pacity to receive God’s grace and
Divine attributes is similar to the
correlation between containers of
different sizes and rain. So much
like the containers that can hold
rain measuring up to their sizes,
each of the world creatures can
enjoy God’s attributes as much
as their capacity.

Human Being, the Most Righ-
teous Mirror of God

God has created the world to
reveal His goodness and beauty.
Thus there must be a creature in
the world which can reflect God
in the closest possible way (Of
course, it is important to know
that no creature can manifest
God’s Truth to the full). Human
being is the only creature that
can hold a part of all God’s beau-
ties and attributes and reflect it
through his or her own self. In
other words, humankind can
be the biggest container and the
brightest mirror of God.

One might ask, whether all hu-
man beings have equal capacities
in revealing God’s attributes. The
answer is no. There is no doubt
that Ibrahim, the Prophet, who
possesses great noble qualities, is
more competent than Nimrud in
revealing God’s attributes. The
same is true about Moses who
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So much like the containers that can hold rain measuring up to

their sizes, each of the world creatures can enjoy God’s attributes

as much as their capacity.

could be brighter a mirror than
the Pharaohs in showing Divine
attributes.
To be precise, the more noble and
upright human beings become,
the better they can display God’s
attributes. A human being who
possesses the noble qualities the
most is called the perfect human,
the infallible Imam or Walli.
Walli literally means a person
who has the closest relationship.
“Walliullah” (Walli of God) is the
person who has the closest ties
with God and thus mirrors Him
in full. In other words, drawing
on the analogy of the container
and rain, Walliullah is the big-
gest container holding the rain of
God’s grace and beauty.
The Imam (the perfect human or
Walli) has the noble qualities to
the most and his existence can re-
flect God’s attributes in the best
possible way.
The perfect human, the Caliph
of God
When a human being comes up
to the stage of being “Walli of
God” and thus grows into be-
ing one of the closest people to
God, he becomes the Caliph of
God on the earth. Then, through
Imams (Walli), God does what
He intends to do on earth. In fact,
Imam is a mediator between God
and other creatures. Indeed, oth-
er people and creatures receive
Divine blessings and God’s grace

through His Walli and Caliph
on earth.

Imam: A Guide Agent for the
Human

One of the blessings that the
human receive by Imams from
God is the Divine Guidance.
That is, without the existence of
an Imam, no matter if he is in
occultation or not, people can-
not find the right path to true
happiness and do not truly turn
to worshiping God which is the
purpose behind their creation.

Conclusion

According to this argument, the
existence of an infallible Imam
is necessary for two reasons:
1.An infallible Imam is the per-
fect mirror of God in the world
and Imam, more than other
creatures, can reveal God’s
good attributes in the best pos-
sible way. More to the point,
because the main reason of the
entire Creation is to manifest
Divine attributes, the existence
of Imam is necessary.
2.When the human grow to be
perfect, they become the Caliph
of God on earth and through
them other creatures receive
the Divine blessings and God’s
Grace. In each era, the world
needs a perfect human being
who is, in fact, an infallible
Imam or the Walli of God.
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THE NECESSITY OF THE
APPEARANCE OF A SAVIOR

The entire humanity and all religions unanimously wish to have order, social security and justice established in their

communities. In its struggles to reach such ideals, humankind has passed through many ups and downs. However,

despite all its endeavors, humans have not yet been successful in materializing these goals.

By Zohreh Khosravi
Translated by: Dr Mohsen Hanif

Despite the rise of various socio-philosophical world-views,
which have offered a range of guidelines for the prosperity of
all humankind, humanity is still half-way to achieve the afore-
mentioned goals. What does really hinder us on our way to
reach our ideals?

A close analysis of the issue (can) helps us to subsume the
problems under the following categories:

1. Humankind does not have a precise understanding
of his own self, needs and desires and even the developments
in different branches of psychology have not yet been totally
helpful to direct mankind to an ideal resolution. However, Fi-
tra’, the innate quality in all human beings, drives humanity to
seek peace and order.

Divine Sciences help us to uncover our Fitra’. In other words
divinity guides humanity towards gaining an understanding of
their innate aptitudes so that they can perceive and admit the
realities of the world. But most people are unaware of this in-
nate drive. God has sent His prophets to give awareness to all
human beings about the existence of Fifra’ in humanity.

The truths that Fitra’ looks for are as follows:

Drive to seek God:

a human being is always in search of the Maker who has cre-
ated him.

Drive to worship justice: a human being is innately prone to
worship the Only God who deserves to be worshiped.
Drive to seek Truth: a human being wants to know the uni-
verse as it is. He is like a child who constantly asks questions
to achieve a better understanding of the objects around him.
Drive to do good deeds: a human being naturally likes to ad-
mire good deeds and avoid wrong doings such as dishonesty
and deceit.

Drive to adore beauties: a human being has an innate attrac-
tion to artistic creations and interest in decorating his dwelling
and office.

Drive to be creative: a human being is delighted when he
creates new things. He enjoy being creative and innovative in
different fields.

Drive to seek justice: a human being naturally pursues justice

and wants to establish peace in the society. He knows that it is
impossible to give order to personal and social affairs unless
justice and peace is firmly established in the society.

The above mentioned innate qualities exist in all human be-
ings and they make their utmost attempt in order to materialize
them.

2. Sometimes human beings unconditionally surren-
der themselves to their animalistic instincts. Unrestrained and
wild pursuit of carnal desires is a big hindrance on the way to
reach the ideals. These practices spread unlimited corruption
and empower oppressive powers and consequently people
hardly can ever release themselves from such big social and
worldly pressures and aberrations.

3. Because he has failed to grasp different religions’
viewpoints about social security — which has been a very im-
portant issue in all religions — humanity has lost his way to
felicity.

Therefore, just with a brief attention to these points we can
perceive that in order to fulfill his innate desires (Fifra’) and to
achieve his ultimate ideals, humanity needs a Savior.

After examining all religions, we understand that a Savior
should have divine and ecclesiastical qualities which, clearly
are beyond materialist and earthly touchstones. In general, all
religions try to build up a bright future with a united and totally
godly society. A society ruled not by manmade theories but by
divine immutable laws; laws which God has ordained to save
humanity. Therefore, sovereignty should be at the hands of a
godly and infallible man who is not swayed by low sensual
desires and is connected to God, and who can take into his
hands the leadership and sovereignty of the human society in
general.

Not humankind but God chooses the Savior. This leader can
be successful only when his followers are not controlled by
their carnal desires and are decorated with high ethical val-
ues. So they can be obedient and unconditionally submit
themselves to their leader. Thus by paying a closer attention
to the world and religions, humankind will find out that differ-
ent religions unanimously believe that an authoritative leader

who is directly connected to the divine power will eventually
rule the world. The appearance of the Savior has indeed been
promised and the establishment of a perfect society and then
the materialization of all primordial human ideals, which have
been the biggest desires of humanity throughout the history,
will come true after the savior appears. His appearance her-
alds the end of all humankind’s miseries and misfortunes and
gives the tidings of a bright day.

Islam is the only religion which has precisely elaborated on
this issue. In future, when they put different pieces of the
puzzle together, without considering some of the biased pseu-
do-religious attitudes, the followers of other religions would
also come to the same conclusions as Muslims did. Human-
kind has always dreamed about an ideal society; a dream that
in fact God has inspired every single human being with. How-
ever, humanity has not yet been successful in materializing his
ancient dream because of various familial, social and political
problems the human generations faced throughout history.
The present study will approach this important issue from
three different perspectives, namely, Inner propensity, global
tendency and the remedy of global crisis.

Inner Propensity

Has it ever happened to you that you saw an old man trying to
cross a road and all of a sudden you hurried to take his hand
and help him pass the street? Why did you do it? Did the old
man ask you? Did anybody force you to help the old man?
Did you want to show off? Most probably, your answer is no.
In fact, in these situations, something happens within you
which makes you help others without expecting anything in
return. That inner propensity which drives you to do good
deeds is Fitra’.

Global Tendency

Anybody living in a human society cannot have his wish-
es fulfilled unless the totality of the society is virtuous. The
premises of such a society are based on security, justice,
peace, honesty and prosperity. This society resists oppression,
tyranny, cruelty and immoralities, such as infidelity and crim-
inalities of any kinds. If all the nations in the world followed

these rules, then humanity could be optimist to build up a bright
future. Conversely, if these premises are ignored, the society will
fall into the abyss of absurdity. The history of humankind shows
great developments in science and technology, but humanity has
miscalculated its path towards justice and social security.

The Treatment of the Global Crisis

Crisis here means confusion and chaos in the order and harmo-
ny of a society. Although the present world enjoys national and
international regulations and people have to obey the rules, the
nation still has to confront many critical moments and situations.
The Crises Most Modern Nations have to Confront are
as Follows:

- Ideological crisis: that is, the downfall and failure of all social
and political movements and systems which claimed they are
able to bring about justice, peace and prosperity for all people.
- Ethical and identity crisis: that is, human beings’ immersion
in the horrendous surges of corruption as well as personal and so-
cial crises. Human beings sometimes float like a strand of straw
in a sea of vices. If you look closely at the history of humankind,
you will see that the corrupt tribes deserved divine punishment
because of committing such crimes. The modern man surpris-
ingly boasts of carnal sins that ancient tribes of Lot (Lut), Ad
and Thamud were punished for. The modern man has legalized
and is proud of the unethical deeds for which these tribes were
castigated.

- Economic crisis: that is, injustice and avarice of some people
has led nations to wars, draught, famine and class conflict. Also
the rise of capitalism has so cruelly trampled down ethics and
humanity that no other power can stand up against the ferocity
of consumerism.

- Environmental crisis: that is, transgressions of any kind and
inhuman acts have also affected the environment. The crisis re-
veals itself in the form of earthquakes, floods, typhoons, epidem-
ics and a host of other disasters that we witness in our everyday
life.

As for all of the crises counted above which are yet constantly
intensifying, the need to have a Savior is felt more than before.
The modern man should do his best to prepare the ground for the
liberation of all the humanity from these crises.
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Imam Mahdi’s (Aj) Government
and Life (Sirah)

There has been considerable speculation among the lovers of truth and justice since long ago as to Imam Mahdi’s

(May God hasten his reappearance) government and life/manners (sirah), and they have always been engrossed in

them. They are interested to know what the government of this sun rising from the westl is like, what sirah of the

man to administer complete justice is like, and what the government to which the anticipators are looking forward

as well as what sirat to which the lovers of truth and justice are looking is like.

Imam Mahdi’s (AS) Life (Sirah) and Tradition (Sunnah)
Mahdi (May God hasten his reappearance) will lead people to the Noble Prophet’s (SAW) sirah and sunnah and ful-
fill what the latter wished to be fulfilled. In a hadith by the Noble Prophet of Islam (SAW), we read: “His (Mahdi’s)
sirah and sunnah is like my sirah and sunnah. He will guide people onto the path of my religion and creed and invite
them to follow my God’s Book™2. Imam Mahdi’s (al) sirah is like the Noble Prophet’s (SAW). He will annihilate

Ignorance and establish Islam anew as it was first introduced by its establisher.

By Mostafa Delshad Tehrani, university professor

Translated by: Mehdi Mirzaei

Abdullah bin ‘Ata Maliki said: “T asked
Imam Sadiq (as) about Mahdi’s (as) sirat,
and he replied: “He will act as the Noble
Prophet (SAWA) did, he will root out
what subsists before him as the Messen-
ger of God (SAWA) rooted our Ignorance
and will establish Islam anew”3.

Also, Abu Khadijah quoted Imam Sadiq
(as) as saying: “As Qa’im (as) (literally
the one who rises) rises up, he will bring
out something new as the Messenger of
God (SAWA) invited people to some-
thing new in the early rise of Islam”4.
By saying that Mahdi (as) will act in accor-
dance with the Holy Prophet’s (SAWA)
sirah, it is meant that he will destroy the
Ignorance which is prevailing again and
establish a true justice as the Holy Proph-
et (SAWA) did. Muhammad bin Muslim
said: “I asked Imam Bagir (as) about the
sirah according to which Hadrat Qa’im
(as) will act among people when he ris-
es up, and he replied: “He will act in ac-
cordance with the same sirah as the Holy
Prophet (SAWA) did to bring out Islam”.
“What was the Noble Prophet’s (SAWA)
sirah like? I asked. He replied: “He anni-
hilated what subsisted in Ignorance and

treated people with justice. And this is
the case with Hadrat Qa’im (as) as he
will obliterate any mutual injustice prac-
ticed by people and treat them with jus-
tice when he rises up”5.

A Government to Attain Reformist Goals
Upon the establishment of Mahdi’s (as)
government, injustice and tyranny will
be rooted out, justice will begin to ap-
pear, and an all-out security, which is a
prerequisite for a full-blown develop-
ment and perfection, will be prevailing.
Imam Sadiq (as) characterizes Mahdi’s
(as) government as follows:

“When Qa’im rises up, he will judge
by justice. In his time, injustice will be
completely obliterated, roads will be
safe, earth will give out its blessings, any
right will be given back to the person
entitled, and no followers of any reli-
gion will remain unless they convert to
Islam and be considered believers. Have
you not heard God the Exalted saying:
“while to Him have submitted [all] those
within the heavens and earth, willing-
ly or by compulsion, and to Him they
will be returned”’6? And he (Mahdi) will
judge among people in the same way as

Muhammad (SAWA) and David (as)
did. In that time, earth will bring out its
treasures and give out its blessings, and
people will be so affluent that if some-
one wants to donate charity or give away
something, he cannot find anybody in
need of donation™7.

Therefore, upon the emergence of Mah-
di’s (as) government which brings about
a revolutionary change, all human re-
formist goals will be attained. Sun of
justice will completely rise, injustice will
completely go down below the horizon,
security in all its aspects will provide
people with welcome shade, religiosity
will be prevailing, blessings will com-
pletely appear, and all people will lead
an affluent life.

Throughout history, reformers have con-
stantly been aiming at doing away with
evil, paving the ground for good, stop-
ping people from obeying other than
God, developing social and economic
conditions in an ideal way, and provid-
ing people with an all-out security to
enable them to actualize their potentials.
Upon the formation of Mahdi’s (May
God hasten his reappearance) govern-

ment, all these reformist goals the mention of which is even en-
couraging and inspiring will be achieved. Imam Ali (as) is quoted
as characterizing Mahdi’s (as) government as follows:

“Evil will vanish and good will remain. Adultery and wine-drink-
ing will be rooted out, and usury will disappear. People will begin
to attend religious services and perform their prayers in congre-
gation and they will live longer. Things held in trust will be given
back to their owners. Trees will bring forth their fruits in abun-
dance, and blessings will multiply. Evil-doers will be vanquished,
and good-doers will remain”8.

A Government to Give Life to the Earth and People

Imam Mahdi’s (as) government is one of reviving the earth and
people. He will give life to the earth with justice and inspire people
by making the true religion govern the world. Sheikh Saduq quotes
Abdurrahman bin Salit who himself quotes his holiness Imam Hus-
sein (as) as saying: “In our clan there are twelve leaders (Imams)
the first of whom is the Commander of the Faithful, Ali bin Abi
Talib, and the last is my ninth descendant who as an Imam will
stage a true uprising. He will give life to the earth after it is dead and
make the true religion of God dominate all other religions, however
dissatisfied polytheists are with this”9.

God makes a firm promise when he says: “Know that Allah gives
life to the earth after its lifelessness10. About this Qur’anic verse,
Imam Bagqir (as) is quoted as saying: “God gives life to the earth
after its lifelessness through Qa’im’s (as) government, that is, the
earth becomes lifeless due to atheism practiced by the people in
the earth; for an atheist is (like) a dead person”11. Atheism and
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Upon the establishment of Mah-
di’s (as) government, injustice
and tyranny will be rooted out,
justice will begin to appear, and
an all-out security, which is a
prerequisite for a full-blown de-
velopment and perfection, will be
prevailing.

tyranny cause death, faith and justice bring about life. Mah-
di’s (as) government is one of faith and justice. He will give
life to people and the earth with faith and justice. Sheikh Ku-
layni asked Imam Sadiq (as) about the meaning of the verse
in which God says: “Know that Allah gives life to the earth
after its lifelessness”, and he replied: “[It means] justice after
injustice”12.

Mahdi’s (as) government is one of sheer justice and there-
fore his government gives life to everything and everybody.
Anything and anybody capable of life will be revived by
his government. In a narration on the interpretation of the
Qur’anic verse “And (he) brings to life the earth after its
lifelessness”13, Imam Kazim (as) says: “By the verse is not
meant that God gives life to the earth by raining. He will rath-
er appoint men to restore justice, and justice restoration will
bring to life the earth. And (know that) implementing hudud
(fixed punishments) in the earth for God is more advanta-
geous than forty days of raining”14.

Therefore, giving life to the earth by administering justice and
implementing hudud punishments (claims of God) is more
important and more bountiful than rainfall. Justice consti-
tutes the life of Sharia (Islamic Law) and the soul of religion.
The same is reiterated in the words of Imam Ali (as) when
he says: “Justice constitutes the life of (Islamic) precepts”15.
Any society which is lacking in justice is a lifeless one; it
is like a barren piece of land which yields no crops. It is
justice that gives life to the earth, revitalizes societies, and
contributes to the establishment of proper societies and for-

—
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mation of nations. The Commander
of the Faithful, Imam Ali (as), is quot-
ed as saying: “God the Exalted has set
justice the foundation for the formation
of societies, the pillar of people’s lives,
an element of purification from tyran-
nies and sins, and the luminescence of
Islam’s Light”16. People will be guided
(onto the right path) by justice, and real
life will be presented to them when the
flags of justice are raised among them.
In this case, tyrannies will vanish, and
humans’ souls will be purified from sins.
Aye! Luminescence of religion and re-
ligiosity depend on justice, so that if it
does not subsist, Islam’s Light will be
put out. Survival and wholesomeness
of a society are dependent upon justice,
and where there is no justice, purity
and social health are things expected
in vain. Islam has its light from justice,
and if it is put out, it won’t help people
navigate their way and reach their des-
tination. This is why the Missionary of
Justice and the Messenger of Guidance
(SAWA) says: “Preferable an hour of
Jjustice to seventy years of worship with
its nights being spent in saying prayers
in the small hours and its days in fast-
ing”17.

In religious teachings, justice actualizes
the potential faith and the human na-
ture. In this regard, the Commander of
the Faithful, Ali (as) says: “Justice is the
apex of faith and assembly of all good-
ness”’18.

Therefore, a government which admin-
isters justice in all respects (Mahdi’s
government) makes faith prevail in the
true sense of the word, restoring good-
ness and righteousness. An hour of such
a government outweighs years of wor-
ship in setting things right. Sheikh Ku-
layni quotes the Noble Prophet (SAWA)
as saying: “An hour of (the government
headed by) the Imam of justice is su-
perior to seventy years of worship, and
implementation of hudud (fixed pun-
ishments) in the earth for God is more
advantageous than forty days of rain-
ing”19.
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In religious teachings, justice
actualizes the potential faith
and the human nature. In
this regard, the Commander
of the Faithful, Ali (as) says:
“Justice is the apex of faith
and assembly of all good-
ness”

What appears along with the govern-
ment of Mahdi (as) cannot be put in
words, as an hour of his auspicious gov-
ernment will purify minds, vanquish
evil, and make everything blossoming
and productive beyond imagination. His
messianic breath of life brings both the
earth and its people to life.

O heart! Glad tidings that a man with
messianic breath of life is coming,
And his sweet-smelling breath portends
a great man coming.

Do not make complaints about the sepa-
ration from the Beloved;

For yester-night an omen I cast which
foretold that a savior is coming20.
Mahdi (as) brings a flourishing season
and a blossoming time for people21, his
government is one of rationality and fi-
trat, a source of life for people and what
exists on the earth.

A Government of Collective Security
Mahdi’s (as) government brings about
the Spring of Truth for people. It pro-
vides people with a collective, all-out
security, including religious, cultural,
political, social, economic, family and
individual security. In his government
tawhid (monotheism) dominates every-
body and everything, giving them secu-
rity. Imam Bagir (as) is quoted as saying:
“[The followers of Mahdi (as)] will fight
polytheists to such an extent that every-
body will accept the oneness of God, not
attributing divinity to a created entity.
Security is ensured to the point that a de-
crepit old woman will be able to travel
from one side of the world to the other

without anyone causing annoyance to
her22.

Insecurity in its various forms results
from attribution of divinity to a created
entity (shirk) and idolatry, and Mahdi’s
(as) government is a one which van-
quishes shirk in any form it is. When
religious, social, political, and economic
shirk is completely defeated, the very
security which has constantly been
awaited by human beings emerges. The
earth and all that is in it experience peace
and become productive. Sheikh Saduq
quotes Imam Sadiq (as) who himself
quotes the Commander of the Faithful,
Ali (as) as saying: “On the day when our
Qa’im rises up, rain of mercy will fall
from the heavens, plants will burgeon
from the earth, grudges will be removed
from people’s hearts, and ferocious and
tame animals will co-exist in a peaceful
way. All this will subsist to such an ex-
tent that a woman can travel alone from
Iraq to Syria while she takes no steps but
on the verdant fields, and she has make-
up and jewelry on her without being mo-
lested by men not even in thought. No
ferocious animal will disturb her, and
she will not be afraid of anything”23.
Rising up to do justice and removing the
obstacles to guidance, Mahdi (as) com-
pletely widens the path of servitude to
God, and by meeting human beings’ dif-
ferent needs- both material and spiritual-
allows them to attain perfection. This is
because material needs and subsistence
constitute human basic necessities, and
immediately after they are met, other
needs must be obviated as they play a
pivotal role in helping human beings
continue the trend of perfection. Imam
Sadiq (as) says: “There are three things
that all people are in need of: security,
justice and abundance24. In order that
people develop and attain perfection,
they need security, justice and abun-
dance all three of which will be realized
in an ideal way in Mahdi’s (as) govern-
ment.

On that day blessings from the heaven
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Mahdi (as) meets people’s needs.
In his government, the earth brings
out all its capacities, and wealth of
societies increases in great abun-
dance

and the earth shall be opened upon them?25 as it is a true
promise made by God: “And if only the people of the
cities had believed and feared Allah, We would have
opened upon them blessings from the heaven and the
earth”26.

Mahdi’s (as) government is that whose people have faith
in God and fear Him; therefore, God’s promise will be
completely fulfilled on that day, i.e. blessings are abun-
dant and good deeds are frequent, rain of mercy falls
upon the earth, the earth gives out its blessings to peo-
ple without any denial, grudges are removed from the
minds, security prevails in all its respects, and due to the
administration of justice nobody is in need of anything.
Imam Kazim (as) says: “In case that justice is done be-
tween people, they will surely need nothing27.

Economic Sirah

One of the characteristics of Mahdi’s (as) economic sir-
ah is the fact that- due to the complete administration
of justice- people’s material needs are met, abundance,
development and revitalization of societies reach the
utmost, and wealth and properties are shared equally
between people. Hadrat Mahdi (as) will root out all un-
wholesome economic relations vanquishing them. It is
narrated that the Noble Prophet of Islam (SAWA) says:
“When our Qa’im rises up, real estate owned unjustly
will be confiscated, so that no such real estate exists’28.
Pieces of land owned by tyrannical governors or those
unjustly transferred to their relatives indeed belong to
Imam Mahdi (as), and they will be justly distributed to
the public. Exploitation and colonization will come to
an end. Everybody will achieve welfare and happiness.
Mahdi (as) will give away the properties to people in
great abundance. Sheikh Na’mani quotes Imam Bagqir
(as) as saying: “All the properties in the earth, including
that which is hidden within the earth and that existing
on the earth, will be kept by Mahdi (as). Then he says
to people: Come and have your share of the properties.
These are the same things for the sake of which you
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As a result of the realization of Mahdi’s
(as) economic sirat, there would be no
one in need to be given charity. Imam
Bagqir (as) says: “Mahdi divides the prop-
erties between people so equally that no
one in need is found to be given charity”

broke up with your relatives, shed innocent blood and committed
sins. He will give away the properties to such an extent that no-
body has shown generosity as great as his up to that day. He will
fill the earth with justice and light as it was filled with injustice,
tyranny and evil”29.

Mahdi (as) meets people’s needs. In his government, the earth
brings out all its capacities, and wealth of societies increases in
great abundance. The Noble Prophet of Islam (SAWA) is narrated
to say: “In that (Mahdi’s) time, my people will enjoy blessings so
abundantly that no other people have enjoyed before. The earth
will be productive to the utmost, not denying them anything, and
wealth increases in great abundance. Whoever comes to Mahdi
and asks for a property, he immediately says: Take [what you
want]”30.

Mahdi (as) divides properties between people equally so as to free
everybody from the care of their needs. Abu Saeid Khudri quotes
the Messenger of God (SAWA) as saying: “I prophesy that Mahdi
will come. All that abides in the heavens and the earth are satisfied
with him, and he properly divides the properties. “What is meant
by properly?”, a man asked the Prophet. He replied: “This means
that he divides the properties between people equally”31.
Abdullah bin Mas’ud, too, quotes the Holy Prophet (SAWA) as
saying: “Mahdi divides properties equally and leaves no room in
people’s hearts for any need”32.

As aresult of the realization of Mahdi’s (as) economic sirat, there
would be no one in need to be given charity. Imam Bagqir (as)
says: “Mahdi divides the properties between people so equally

that no one in need is found to be given charity”33.

In Mahdi’s (as) government people’s material needs are met to
the point that they feel no need in their hearts. They will show
no greed for acquisition and accumulation of wealth. When
Mahdi (as) calls upon people to come and take anything they
need, no one would show up but a single person. Even this
person feels repentant and brings back the property he has tak-
en34.

Therefore, people do not feel any need, from the bottom of
their hearts, to acquire and accumulate wealth as it is prophe-
sied by the Holy Prophet (SAWA): “Mahdi leaves no room in
the hearts of Muhammad’s (SAWA) people for any need and
his justice applies to everybody”35.

“When Mahdi rises up, God will empty His servants’ hearts
of any need”36.

Based on such economic relations, Mahdi’s (as) government
will dominate the world from the east to the west, developing
and revitalizing every single part in it. Muhammad bin Mus-
lim quotes Imam Baqir (as) as saying: “Mahdi’s government
will dominate east and west of the world, and no ruins will
remain as he rebuilds them all”37.

In Mahdi’s (as) government, blessings and just relations ap-
pear in such a manner that even those buried in the graves
wish to come back to the world and enjoy his holy govern-
ment as well as his sirah. Abu Saeid Khudri quotes the Noble
Prophet (SAWA) as saying: “The earth brings out whatever
of blessings it has within itself, and the heaven does not deny

[people] its rain but constantly pouring it upon them, and since
God grants a lot of grace to people, those buried in the graves
wish to come back to life”’38.

Mahdi’s (as) sirah is cherished in people’s minds, and his gov-
ernment marks the utmost limit of human happiness. Not only
human beings but also the earth, the heaven, and all creatures are
satisfied with his government and sirah. In a hadith Hudhayfah ibn
al-Yaman quotes the Holy Prophet (SAWA) as saying: “With his
caliphate and government everybody and everything abiding in
the earth and the heavens including the birds will be satisfied’39.

Cultural Sirah

Realization of Mahdi’s (as) government, emergence of complete-
ly humane and intimate relations, and reasonably fair treatment
are all the product of a fundamental change in humans. Upon the
appearance of Mahdi’s (as) just government and removal of all
obstacles to education, intellects attain perfection and ethical stan-
dards are strengthened. Concerning the auspicious change taking
place in people’s intellects and standards of ethics, Abu Khalid
Kabuli quotes Imam Bagqir (as) as saying: “When our Qa’im rises
up, he puts his hand on the heads of servants, thus perfecting their
intellects and strengthening their ethical standards™40.
Improving economic, social and political relations is an impos-
sibility unless it is taking place in the light of divine education
which is based on the development of intellects and wisdom of
people. In this regard, Imam Bagir (as) again says: “When our
Qa’im rises up, he puts his hand on the heads of servants, thus per-
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Upon the appearance of Mahdi’s (as)
just government and removal of alll
obstacles to education, intellects attain
perfection and ethical standards are
strengthened

fecting their intellects and complementing their wisdom™41.
By divine consent, Mahdi (as) perfects people’s intellects and
supplements their wisdom. As a result of this cultural revolu-
tion, reformist goals are achieved considering political, social,
and economic respects, and then they get rooted in human so-
ciety standing firmly.

Cultural revolution in Mahdi’s (as) government is so profound
and inclusive that everybody receives schooling and wisdom,
everybody becomes familiar with the holy Book of God and
the Noble Prophet’s sunnah (tradition) and gains a profound
percept about them- so much so that women judge by the holy
Book of God and the Holy Prophet’s sunnah in their families.
Imam Baqir (as) is narrated to say: “In Mahdi’s government
everybody receives schooling and wisdom, so that families
judge by the holy Book of God and the Prophet’s sunnah”42.
There is no doubt that no revolution achieves its goals without
a fundamental attitudinal and cultural change. A great revolu-
tion like that of Mahdi (as) and establishment of a government
as characterized above require a tremendous change in culture
and education. Just as the divine system is based on wisdom,
insight and knowledge, so the wholesomeness and develop-
ment of societies- in the true sense of the words- depend on
true wisdom and knowledge. Therefore, in Mahdi’s (as) gov-
ernment a drastic change takes place in the areas of science
and knowledge, and the doors to all sorts of knowledge open
for the people. Imam Sadiq (as) says: “Knowledge consists
in twenty-seven letters. All that the prophets have provided us
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with is no more than two letters, and
people have known only about the two
letters so far. But when our Qa’im rises
up, he will let people know about the
remaining twenty-five letters, too”43.

Knowledge and science are thriving
and developing in Mahdi’s (as) govern-
ment to such an extent that his disciples
will be able to talk to him and see him
without any intermediary. Concerning
this, Imam Sadiq (as) in a hadith says:
“When our Qa’im rises up, God will
heighten our Shiites’ eyesight and hear-
ing sense, so that there will be no inter-
mediary between them and the Qa’im.
The Qa’im talks to them while they are
listening to and looking at him in the
same place where he is”44.

Cultural and scientific revolution in
Mahdi’s (as) government brings about
changes in all aspects of people’s lives,
promoting them from imperfection to
perfection. Diseases, weaknesses, and
disabilities are even cured, and people
become wise, insightful, sagacious,
knowledgeable, healthy, and strong.
Imam Bagqir (as) says: “Whoever sees
the Qa’im of our Ahl al-Bayt (literally
People of the House) will be cured in
case that he suffers from an illness and
become robust if he is weak45.

Social Sirah

In the light of Mahdi’s (as) cultural
sirah, social relations take a new form.
Honesty and solidarity govern the re-
lations between people, and kindness,
affection, friendship, and cordiality fill
the hearts, and social equality becomes
manifest. Nobody does anybody else
injustice, and it becomes incumbent
upon everybody to help other people.
Ishaq bin ‘Ammar quotes Imam Sadiq
(as) as saying: “When our Qa’im rises
up, it is incumbent upon people to pro-
vide one another with what they need
in life and strengthen one another46.
In that (Mahdi’s) time, there will be no
room for greed, illiberality, and avarice
in people’s both personal and social

lives. Honesty and solidarity will gov-
ern social behavior, so that people live
intimately with one another as if they
are brothers in the same family. Who-
ever in need takes what he needs from
his religious brother’s pocket without the
former feeling embarrassed and the latter
feeling annoyed. Such cordial, friendly
relationship between religious brothers
partly characterizes the social sirah of
that time. Burayd [jli says: “Imam Bagqir
(as) was told that since he had a large
group of disciples and Shiites in Kufa,
they would obey him if he ordered them
to rise up and fight [the enemies]. Imam
Bagir (as) asked: “Is their social relation-
ship so friendly and strong that when one
of them is in need, he can take what he
needs from his brother’s pocket?” They
said: “No! This is not the case”. Then
he said: “So they are even less generous
with their blood!”. Then, concerning
the social relations during the age of the
Imam of the Time (as), Imam Bagqir (as)
said: “When our Qa’im rises up, he who
is in need will take what he needs from
his brother’s pocket while the latter does
not stop the former”47.

It is worth mentioning that intellectual
development and perfection of human
soul are prerequisites to such social rela-
tions. If the believers attain development
and perfection, they will admittedly
establish such relations between them-
selves.

Imam Bagir (as) said to one of his dis-
ciples called Saeid bin Hassan: “Is it the
case that one of you can go to his reli-
gious brother and put his hand into his
pocket to take what he needs without
being stopped by him?” The narrator
says: “No such thing is seen between
us, I replied”. Imam said: “Nothing of
true Shi’a is realized”. The narrator says:
“I asked if we were doomed to annihi-
lation, then?” Imam replied: “People
have not developed intellectually yet”48.
This means that they have not devel-
oped intellectually enough, nor have
they attained required perfection to take

14 ¢

Mahdi (as) shows gen-
erosity in managing the
economic affairs, being
generous with wealth
and properties for the
sake of the public wel-
fare. He shows kindness
fo the poor and those
who are suffering from
deprivation, feeling sym-
pathetic towards them

)

This true Imam is free from any
elaboration in his demeanor

as the Noble Prophet (SAWA) is
narrated to say: “We, the group
of prophets, Imams and the pious
are free from elaboration”

over such responsibility49. In Mahdi’s
(as) government, however, such human
and social perfection is realized. In that
time, manifestation of social ethics is
dependent upon the wholesomeness of
self and purity of mind50. Things kept
in trust will be given back to their true
ownersS1. People are provided with the
utmost social security52. People like to
attend social religious services out of
faith and fear of God53. Social rights
will be observed in every respect, and
no social tyranny whatsoever will be
imposed upon anybody . The following
hadith by Imam Sadiq (as) is indicative
of such a fact in Mahdi’s (as) social sirah:
“The primary sign indicating the appear-
ance of Qa’im’s justice is that his spokes-
men call the attention of those people
who have said their obligatory prayers
near the Hajar al-Aswad (literally the
Black Stone, the eastern cornerstone of
the Kaaba) or in the Tawaf area (an area
where pilgrims circle around the Kaaba)
and want to pray Nafl salat to step aside
and give way to those who want to say
their obligatory prayers so as to avoid
any encroachment upon their rights” .

Managerial Sirah

Upon the appearance of Mahdi’s (as)
auspicious government, his managerial
sirah will manifest itself on the basis of
mere justice. Mahdi (as) shows gener-
osity in managing the economic affairs,
being generous with wealth and prop-
erties for the sake of the public welfare.
He shows kindness to the poor and those
who are suffering from deprivation, feel-
ing sympathetic towards them. In order
to prevent his government officials from
imposing any tyranny on people and
to avoid any encroachment upon their
rights, he is strict with his government
officials. His government is one of pure
justice; therefore, there is no room for
any mistakes, corruption and deviation
from the rules. This is why Mahdi (as)
is strict with his government officials.

In some religious works, Mahdi (as) is
characterized as a person who is very
strict with his government officials, very
generous with wealth and properties, and
very kind to the poor and the needy56.
Mahdi (as) manages in accordance with
the Book of God. He leads people out
of the inciting self (nafs-i ammara) to
the self at peace (nafs-i mutma’inna)
and makes all thoughts and ideologies
comply with the holy Qur’an, establish-
ing a government of justice in the true
sense of the word. In order to preserve
this system, he will strongly criticize op-
pressive officials and severely punishes
those who go astray off the path of jus-
tice. The Commander of the Faithful, Ali
(as) characterizes Mahdi’s (as) sirah and
government as follows: “When Mahdi
reappears, he subordinates carnal desires
to heavenly guidance when people have
subjected happiness to carnal desires,
and subordinates their judgment to the
holy Qur’an when they have subjected
the holy Qur’an to their judgment. Be-
ware that tomorrow- which brings about
things you are not familiar with- a person
who is no relation to previous dynasties
will reign over you. He will punish the
officials for their oppressive acts. The
earth will bring out its treasures for him
and give its keys in to him. This is when
Mahdi shows his sirah of justice to you.
He will bring back to life the Book and
Sunnah which are dead prior to his ap-
pearance”57.

In order to preserve justice and the rep-
utation of religion and to safeguard
people’s rights, Mahdi (as) adopts nov-
el methods commensurate with his age
and the developments which have taken
place throughout the history to manag-
es things. Nobody suffers any injustice
whatsoever, nor are they displeased as
far as his judgment and government are
concerned. Mahdi (as) will govern in ac-
cordance with purely religious precepts
(disregarding any promiscuous opinions
from experts in Islamic Law, religious
scholars, etc.). He lays the scales of jus-
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tice among people, so that no one can impose tyranny upon
anyone else58. In Mahdi’s (as) government, there is no dis-
tance between him and his people, so that he talks to them
while they are listening to and looking at him in the same
place where he is59.

Personal Sirah

He uses his complete authority to justly govern the world
from the east to the west. The earth and the heaven give out
their blessings to his government, with the former bringing
out its treasures and giving its keys in to him. He lives a plain,
austere life, following the same austerity as was observed by
his ancestors. Abu Basir quotes Imam Sadiq (as) as saying:
“I swear by God that his (Mahdi’s) clothes are no more than
uncomfortable clothing and his food is no more than some-
thing plain and simple60. The same fact (about his austere
life) is slightly differently narrated in other hadiths61 which
all suggest that he leads a plain life not going far from aus-
terity, although his people are on complete welfare. About
austerity in religion and religiosity, the Commander of the
Faithful, Ali (as) says: “Austerity constitutes the principle of
religion”62.

“Austerity constitutes the basis of faith”63. No reform can be
implemented if there is an attachment to the world. All divine
reformists practiced austerity and were free from attachment
to the world as the Noble Prophet (SAWA) is narrated to say:
“God appointed no prophet unless he practiced austerity”’64.
This true Imam is free from any elaboration in his demeanor
as the Noble Prophet (SAWA) is narrated to say: “We, the
group of prophets, Imams and the pious are free from elab-
oration”65.

What was mentioned above describes only a small part of
the splendor and grandeur of the Last Imam’s government
and sirah. Peace be upon his government and peace be upon
his sirah.
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Imam Mahdi (AJ) in Ghadir

The Ghadir Event

The Ghadir Event, which happened in Dhul-Hijjah 10 A.H., was and will be the greatest event in the
history of Islam.

Throughout the history, no ceremony was as great as the last pilgrimage of the Prophet Muhammad
(SAW) to Mecca. The apostles and dedicated followers of the Prophet (which where more than a hun-
dred thousand and who were from different cities) gathered together to accompany the Messenger.
After the Circumambulation of the Kaaba, when they decided to return home, Gabriel, the inspiration
angel (we could say the archangel, because in Christianity and in Islam too he is one of the archangels
of the lord), brought the messenger three messages:

“O messenger! Proclaim the (message) which had been sent to thee from thy lord.”

“If thou didst not, thou wouldst not have fulfilled and proclaimed his mission.”

“And Allah will defend thee from men (who mean mischief).” !

The dear Prophet ordered people to gather in a land called “Ghadir Khom” ? in order to convey the
message of God. They made a tall stand from the burdens of the camels. All were ready to hear the rev-
elation of the messenger of God. The important message was to determine his successor. The mission
of the dear Prophet would remain fruitless without determining his successor.

by Shahrzad Shahsavan
Translated by: Pariwash Nejati

The declaration of the vilayet of Ali (AS) and his
succession

The Prophet Muhammad started in the name of God
and then praised and thanked Him.

He talked about his twenty three years of teaching
people and reminded them of the greatness of his re-
ligion. However, all of these were an introduction to
the great the matter:

“O people! This is the last time that [ am amongst you
and will speak to you. So, listen to me, obey me and re-
sign yourself to God. Indeed, Allah, the Great, is your
Lord, your Guardian and your God. After Him, His
messenger, Muhammad (SAW) who is now amongst
you and is talking to you is your guardian. After me,
by the command of the Lord, Ali is your guardian
and Imam. [After him] imamate goes through my
dynasty—Ali’s offspring—and it continues until the
doomsday, when you meet God and His messenger. *
Of course, before Ghadir, the Prophet (SAW) had an-
nounced many times, Imam Ali (AS) as his successor
and the guardian of people. However, Ghadir con-
firmed all of his previous announcements and it was
the ultimatum.

Groups of people came to renew their covenant to Ali
(AS) and they pledged allegiance to him and congrat-
ulated him.
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Ghadir planned the future of
Imamate and Guidance

Ghadir introduced Ali (AS) as the
immediate successor of the last of
the Prophets (AS), and it also made
a brilliant future for Islam. It dis-
appointed enemies of having cruel
plans for Islam, not only in that time,
but also forever. “On this day your
religion was perfected, your bless-
ings were completed, and Islam has
been chosen the righteous religion of
God.” ¢

On that day, Islam was perfected, be-
cause the successor of the Prophet—
the Caliphate—was chosen. Not only
Ali (AS) was introduced as the Imam
after the Prophet (SAW), but also the
splendid dynasty of “imamate and
vilayet” was introduced to the world.

The blessings were completed in that

day. With that ultimatum, Ali (AS)
became the Imam of believers and
the pious people. God decided on Is-
lam to remain forever. The enemies
of Islam thought if the Prophet pass-
es away, the religion of God (Islam)
will disappear, but when Ali (AS)
was chosen as the successor of the
Prophet, they became disappointed in
the decline of the truth. The Prophet
(SAW) introduced the Imam in Gh-
adir, so that Islam remains. He said
the successors of the Prophet are Ali’s
offspring. People should hold fast by
the covenant of the successors of the
Prophet so that they are blessed.
The Prophet emphasized many times
that “being friendly to Ali (AS) and
his offspring means being friendly to
me and hostility to them is hostility
to me.”

Ghadir is a covenant to continue the
way of the Prophet. The Eid al-Ghad-
ir reviews the matter of imamate and
vilayet.

Those who are against Ghadir are not
only the envies of Ali (AS), but also
they are against people being guided
and blessed. The enemies are nobody
but unbelievers and hypocrites.

)

The Prophet emphasized many times
that “being friendly to Ali (AS) and his
offspring means being friendly o me and
hostility to them is hosftility to me.”

Mahdi (PBUH) in Ghadir

With God permission, the Prophet (SAW) appoint-
ed and introduced the first Imam in the dynasty of
vilayat and Imamate; he introduced his last successor
in some sentences, so that truth and justice seekers
are not led astray. He did this so that all people know
his successors are twelve Caliphs.

The last Caliph is the one who stands out for justice
and will prevail the world with the religion chosen
by God.

“Behold! Indeed the last Imam is Mahdi Ghaem (AJ)
Behold! He will prevail all the religions!

Behold! He will take revenge of the oppressed on the
cruel.

Behold! He will annul polytheism and corruption.
Behold! He will revenge the blood of the friends of
God, the Great.

Behold! He will support the religion of God, the
Great.

Behold! He will show the truth to its seekers.
Behold! He is aware of the excellence of scholars and
the ignorance of the ignorant.

Behold! He is an Imam preferred and chosen by God.
Behold! He inherits all knowledge, and his knowl-
edge is superior to all other knowledge.

Behold! He introduces God, the Great, he shades light
on religious precepts and he shows the way of faith.
Behold! He is intrepid and honest.

Behold! The creature’s affairs are in his control.
Behold! The previous messengers gave the good
news of his appearance.

Behold! He is the last Imam and there will not be any
hojjat after him. There is no truth in the world, but the

truth which is his, and there is no knowledge but the
knowledge he has.

Behold! Nobody can defeat him and there is no pro-
tector but him.

Behold! He is the Caliph (successor) of God on
carth, he judges people, and he is faithful to the
mysteries of God, secretly and openly. °

If the Prophet (SAW) had not introduced Mahdi
(AJ) there would be a slight chance that anyone
would know him. People did not do what God asked
them to do to Ali (S), as the successor of the Proph-
et. They tried to weaken imamate throughout histo-
ry. They killed and captivated many people and they
drove away some people from their houses. ¢ But
they neglected the fact that God’s will is that “reli-
gion owners will proclaim it [the religion of truth] in
the world, even though the pagans may detest (it).”’

Footnotes:

[1] Al- Maeda surah, “notification” verse

[2] Ghadir Khom, was a resting place for caravans
who wanted to change their way to Medina, Egypt,
Iraq and Najd, because of its water and old trees.
[3] Al- Ehtejaj Tabarsi, volume 1, page 66

Al- Ghadir, Allame Amini

Hamase Ghadir, Muhammad Dashti

[4] al- Maeda/3, “the perfection of religion” verse
[5] Al- Ehtejaj Tabarsi, volume 1, page 66, Ghadir
oration

[6] Nodbeh Prayer

[7] As-Saff surah / verse 9
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The 10th international conference
of Mahdism Doctrine

The 10" international conference of Mahdism Doctrine with the subject of “The Ground-setting Ethics and
Lifestyle Strategies and Approaches” was held with the participation of domestic and foreign figures in two
days in Tehran.

In this conference, with the participation of Islamic scholars from seminary and universities, five method-
ical and scientific commissions, along with the work of Ayande Roshan institute and the presence of the
commission of the council of education of the seminary of Qom and the university of Defa-e-Meli and the
commission of the university of Qom, different ways of developing and promoting the main subject of this
conference were discussed.

The articles of this conference while discussed a Mahdawi lifestyle, methods of promoting a Mahdawi cul-
ture and dangers and damages the Muslim societies are facing, were looking for ethical models and patterns
and in this way they tried to focus on the interaction and relation between ethics and lifestyle strategies
based on Mahdism.

It should be noted that unfortunately nowadays the Muslim world and Muslim nations are facing a big cri-
sis and a great problem called Takfiri thoughts and Salafism and more than any time else Muslims need a
moral model of life, a Mahdawi lifestyle and tolerance. The unity of Muslim societies had never encountered
an internal crisis like now and thus had never been thirsty to prophetical and a Mahdawi lifestyle as much
as now.

Muslims are now seeking for reestablishing the Islamic culture and civilization in order to introduce Islamic
lifestyle against other lifestyles and thus focusing on Mahdism ethics and lifestyle would intrigue the forma-
tion of an Islamic civilization based on Mahdism teachings.

On this occasion, the subject of the next year’s conference of Mahdism Doctrine is “Intriguing Culture and
Civilization, Strategies and Approaches” and now we invite all the thinkers and scholars, from seminary
and universities, from Iran and other countries not to deprive us from their scientific researches and to help
develop and boom this topic.

The authorities of Promised Peace magazine were also participating in the conference. They interviewed
foreign and local guests and asked for their opinions on Mahdism and related subjects.
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Greetings to Mahdi; The Clear

and Pure River of Life
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It’s about the Hearts of People...and that’s Where We
Need to Work

By S. Sara Hosseini

“Promised Peace” magazine has interviewed Mrs
Clara Lopez de Letona a guest to Mahdism Doctrine
Conference from Spain.

PP: Would you please introduce yourself to our read-
ers?

CL: My name is Clara Lopez de Letona, | am Spanish. |
am a researcher and this is my fifth article that | have
sent to Tehran and this is my fifth travel to Tehran
PP: What preparations should be made universally for
the reappearance of imam Mahdi?

CL: Well first, there is the issue of this conference which
is taking place. If | say that I'm a believer on the com-
ing of the savior then | must act in this manner but for
me, | told my brother in the other interview as well, if |
were an Islamic Shi‘a in Tehran, | would do this type of
conference in other capitals as well; Shi‘a is all over the
world and all the Shi’a people are expecting Mahdi, and
these type of conferences which are so beautiful could
be very important for the people in all over the world
even if they don’t even know yet. It’s very important
because Mahdi is coming for all of us and he expects

5
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us to be united.

PP: Are you a Muslim?

CL: No | am catholic

PP: In Catholicism they say that Jesus (AS) is the
savior, right?

CL: Yes, when he was in Jerusalem he promised his
disciples that he will come back and we Catholics
and Protestants are awaiting for his second arrival at
the end of times, but what | have learned when | was
investigating in this paper is that Mahdi is coming
first and then Jesus comes around 7 years later and
that shocked me.....and that is why I’'m here.

PP: How much Mahdism Doctrine was effective in
arousing Messianic tendencies in monotheistic re-
ligions?

CL: Well, I don’t think that it has very much influence
because first it has to be known in the world.. If we
want to place it into Catholicism and Protestantism,
most of the people, | am talking about people that
are studying theology, not even now what Mahdi is.
PP: How did you know that there was such a con-
ference?

CL: Oh well, I knew by chance. | was in New York after
the 11" September and there was a big commem-
oration so when | was in this conference , | was a
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speaker there, and then there came one Islamic man,
he congratulated me for what | had said . In fact | was
talking about the end of times and he said “can we
please meet in London? | live in London”. So we ar-
ranged a meeting and | went to see him in London
and then he told me about this conference.

PP: Considering the fact that a lot of measures are
universally being taken so as to introduce the savior
to humans, what aspect of Mahdism teachings do
you think has remained comparatively neglected,
and what should be done as compensation for such
neglect?

CL: Well in talking about unity, for me the fact that
should be known is that Jesus is coming with Mahdi.
That’s the point that will fit everything; they will have
to respond to that, you, Shi’a people, are very pow-
erful, more than what you want or what you think. |
mean you are all over the world, and it should be said
that Jesus is with Mahdi because you believe that and
this is a very important uniting factor. Of course most
Catholics like 70% will reject absolutely. But | mean
is there a problem? | am catholic too and | don’t re-
jectit. | don’t reject anything because | am no worthy
to reject anything, only God can do it. So this is the
point. At least they will listen and if they do that will
be impressive! | mean can you Imagine to see a thing
like that? If you really believe it all...

Have courage, do it. It’s a very hard path but they
have to start.

PP: How did you become interested in Imam Mahdi?
CL: Because | am very interested in the savior’s com-
ing, and this has been my investigation for more than
thirty years. First | did it on my own, next in other
universities of theology...and after some time | felt
why not? We have to start. If Mahdi and Jesus want
to come it depends on us, we have to change. Until
we don’t change and be as the way that we have to
be, they won’t come. It takes actions.

PP: What do you propose to do in order to join Is-
lamic sects together and to prepare Muslims for the
reappearance of Imam Zaman (AJ)?

CL: Well that’s very difficult; I’'m not very expert on
the sects. | know basically that there is Shi’a and Sun-
ni and in Shi‘a there is the two tendencies but they
both talk about Mahdi. But | do know that this is the
place for action...because some of them are funda-
mentalists unfortunately and they are not helping be-

L

cause you know people say that Muslims are terrorist
and all...But we have to change that and that happens
by trying to speak with this people and to tell them
that they are doing a wrong thing and this is the work
of media. But it’s not just about media, it’s about the
hearts of people...and that’s where we need to work.
PP: Thank you.

Culture is the Most Important Factor on Civilization

Wa Ode Zainab Zilullah Toresano is one of the participants in Mahdism Doctirine Conference. She Indo-
nesian and is master student of Islamic Philosophy at the Islamic College for Advanced Studies (ICAS).
She is a journalist and a researcher as well.

By S. Sara Hosseini

PP: What preparations should be made universally
for the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (May God has-
ten his reappearance)?

ZT: In a tradition upon whose authenticity all Muslims
agree, the Holy Prophet (SAW) has said:

“Even if the entire duration of the world’s existence has
already been exhausted and only one day is left before
Doomsday (Day of Judgment), Allah will expand that
day to such a length of time, as to accommodate the
kingdom of a person out of my Ahlul-Bayt who will be
called by my name. He will then fill out the earth with
peace and justice as it will have been full of injustice
and tyranny before then.” (Sunni Reference: SahihTir-
midhi, V2, P86, V9, P74-75)

The reappearance of Imam Mahdi (AJ) is the necessity
refer to the hadiths. So, we must prepare ourselves and
our societies. It is not only the duty of Muslims, but
also all human being in the world; beyond religions.
In fact, we have different concept son Messiah (savior)
with others, but we have to unite in the world to focus
on one mission to prepare the savior.

We must purify the soul, proof God’s doctrine, spread
love, do kindness; then we must build justice in every
single system in our societies. It is a very difficult thing,
but we must try hard until the reappearance of Imam
Mahdi (relates to Islamic belief). The important thing
is to make the justice system through synthesize among
good intellectuality, morality, and spirituality.

PP: What necessary measures should be taken to let
all humans fully understand the importance of the
savior’s actual presence in the world and make the
required preparations for his reappearance?

We have responsibility to spread the consciousness of
the reappearance of the savior to all human according
on our capability; it is better if we spread it through
media because it is very effective. Then, we should start
from ourselves, our family, and then our society.

For establishing and then controlling a universal sys-
tem, series of super-modern equipment are needed in
order to travel throughout the world and check every-
where in a short time.

In this context, many Preparations should be made
for the reappearance of Imam Zaman in every aspect
in human’s life, these are Intellectuality and Cultural
Preparation, Social Preparations, and then Technolog-
ical and Communicational Preparations etc.

PP: Considering the fact that a lot of measures are
universally being taken so as to introduce the sav-
ior to humans, what aspect of Mahdism teachings
do you think has remained comparatively more
neglected, and what should be done as compensa-
tion for such neglect?

Yes, I think many people don’t care about the reap-
pearance of the Savior (Imam Mahdi), even in the Is-
lamic world. In other words, mostly people neglect
Mahdism doctrines because they don’t know about
this deeply. Or even if they do know, unfortunately
they have material paradigms so the reappearance of
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Imam Zaman is not a very important thing in their lives.
PP: How to lay the groundwork through the world
for his reappearance?

We must put the holy narratives on the reappearance
of the Savior as the groundwork start for ourselves
(build consciousness) through balancing between in-
tellectuality, spirituality, and morality in our daily life
as the life style. Then, we must lay the consciousness
of his appearance in family as the grass root to carry
on our mission. Finally, we build our society system-
atically toward Mahdism system refers to the holy
narratives.

PP: How much effective can Mahdism teachings be
in proposing a social and political theory?

Actually, Mahdism teaching relates to social and po-
litical theory. If Muslims can breakdown the teachings
comprehensively in politics and social system, it would
be a very effective way. According to me, one of the
most successful role models in the issue of Mahdism
doctrines in politics and social system, is Islamic Re-
public of Iran. So, Mahdism doctrines will be spirit to
do governmental system.

PP: How much Mahdism doctrine was effective

in arousing Messianic tendencies in monotheistic
religions?

I don’t know about this calculation because I have
never researched about it. As far as I know, Mahdism
doctrine is the most comprehensive doctrine than ever
was s0, this doctrine can influence the others to make
unity mission on the reappearance of Messiah (the
savior) in the world.

PP: What do you propose to do in order to join
Islamic sects together and to prepare Muslims for
the reappearance of Imam Zaman?

It is mainly done by writing, and etc. I think, everyone
have responsibility to prepare themselves and their so-
ciety. I try to spread the consciousness of the reappear-
ance ofImam Zaman withemphasizing onthe balancing
of intellectuality, spirituality and morality that refers to
justice values. It is related to “The Right”, so that we
must refer to Rasulullah and twelve Imams as God’s
proof (Hujjah) who is the pillar of the Universe, the
gate through whom God is approached. So, the idea of
Imam Mahdi’s (AJ) government and his globalization
is the world’s ideal ultimate strategy.

PP: Is it necessary to do anything related to eco-
nomic affairs like culture?

Of course, it is one of the most important aspects in
preparing for the reappearance of the Savior. It has
close relation with human life. In other word, culture

is the most important thing on civilization (to make
Mahdism civilization).

PP: What areas of research are of paramount im-
portance in Mahdism? And what are the import-
ant subjects in this regard?

I think every subject is important (paramount im-
portance). According to me, the important areas in
Mahdism (nowadays) are morality, spirituality, in-
tellectuality. The important subjects in this regard
are social, politic, culture, economic, and educa-
tion.

PP: What aspect of Mahdism is most welcomed
all over the world?

Justice value because justice is an universal value
that submit to human being in the world.

PP: How can the narrations on ‘the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ (AS) be put to use in this
regard?

We inject the reappearance of Mahdi (AJ) narration
to the Second coming of Jesus Christ through com-
parative methodology to find the meeting points in
both of them (the narrations).

PP: Do all Muslim people agree on Mahdism?

No they don’t

PP: To what extent has these measures been

) D

We must purify the soul,
proof God’s doctrine,
spread love, do kindness;
then we must build justice
in every single system in our

societies \UNGE

taken so far, like the Conference on the Doctrine

of Mahdism, been successful in fostering proximity
between the monotheistic religions?

I cannot answer this question because I don’t have pa-
rameter to judge it.

PP: What training strategies can be pursued at both
family and society levels to shape an awaiting soci-
ety?

Morality, intellectuality, and spirituality training based
on educational approach.

PP: What are the practical strategies in spreading
the culture of Mahdism?

It’s through media massively with creative programs.
PP: At the end, | would like you to introduce yourself
(education, jobs, family and social position), and if
you have any work on Mahdism in any languages,
please introduce them to our readers.

I am Wa Ode Zainab Zilullah Toresano. Now, I am mas-
ter student of Islamic Philosophy at the Islamic College
for Advanced Studies (ICAS). My jobs are journalist
and researcher. I will give my curriculum vitae and my
paper in the 10 ™ of International Conference on Mah-
dism Doctrines.
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Savior as Viewed in Christianity

In Christianity, saviorism (the idea of savior) is viewed in three different ways.
1. He is the same savior promised in Judaism where Jesus of Nazareth as Messiah the savior puts an end to

the long wait of the Jewish people.

2. Another representation of the idea of the promised savior has to do with the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ in the End of Time, who is like the son of man and the arbitrator of the world.

3. A man about whose coming Jesus Christ himself has made a promise; one who glorifies Jesus Christ and
bears witness to the fact that he is right.
Jesus, the Christians’ promised savior, was first called Yehoshua, a Hebrew word which means saving of
God. The Romans and the Greeks changed the word to Iesus which in translation has changed to Jesus in
English. The New Testament has paraphrased this word to ‘saving God’ who redeems his people from their

sins.

Jesus Christ is commonly known as Messiah. The term is derived from the Hebrew word ‘Masiah’, meaning

the anointed.!

By Hoorieh Lajevardi

Translated by: Mehdi Mirzaei

Savior as Viewed in Judaism
One of the basic fundamentals in
Judaism is the belief in the appear-
ance of Messiah and the period of
redemption (Geula). Any Jewish
person who does not believe in
Messiah and does not await his
appearance is indeed denying the
words of Moses and those of oth-
er prophets of the Israelites, for
Messiah is frequently mentioned
in the holy Bible.

As for the physical appearance
of Messiah, he is an earthly man
born of normal human parents
and a descendant of David and
Solomon.

Characteristics of Messiah:
Prophet Isaiah characterizes him
as follow:

“And the spirit of the Lorp shall
rest upon him, the spirit of wis-
dom and understanding, the spirit
of counsel and might, the spirit of
knowledge and fear of the Lorp.
And by the fear of the Lorp he
shall be inspired, and he shall not
judge by what he sees, neither re-
prove by what he hears. But with
righteousness he shall judge the

poor, and reprove with equity
for the meek of the earth, and he
shall smite the earth with the rod
of his mouth, and with the breath
of his lips shall he slay the wick-
ed.”

According to Ha-Rambam (Mo-
ses ibn Maimon), he is greater
than Solomon in reasoning, un-
derstanding, and knowledge. He
is higher in rank than the fathers
of the Jews (Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob) and all the prophets of
the Israelites following Moses
(AS).2

The idea of savior in all the di-
vine religions is more or less
the same. Some say he is Jesus
Christ but some say that he’s
another man (Mahdi) who will
glorify Jesus. He is described as
a man who is greater than Solo-
mon in reasoning, understanding
and knowledge. He is the one
who will come and swipe the
world of its unrighteousness and
rules with justice

Savior as Viewed in Islam

The idea of the promised savior
is clearly stated in the holy reli-

gion of Islam. The holy Qur’an,
Muslims®  heavenly scripture,
refers to the government of the
righteous on the earth and the tri-
umph of the right religion over
falsehood in numerous verses,
including verse 105 from Chap-
ter Al-Anbya. In this verse, God
explicitly states that “the land is
inherited by My righteous ser-
“vants
It also clearly states that such
inheritance is mentioned in the
books of the earlier prophets, too.
In Chapter An-Nur, verse 55, God
promises those who have believed
and done righteous deeds, that He
will grant them succession to au-
thority upon the earth and estab-
lish for them their religion. Now,
complete peace and security are
established all throughout the
world, and people begin to wor-
ship God.
In addition to the noble Qur’an,
there are numerous narrations
about him (the savior) mentioned
in both Shiite and Sunnite narra-
tive books. The savior promised
in Islam is called Mahdi both by

Shiites and Sunnis. Mahdi, an Ar-
abic word, means the one guided
and the one who guides. Mahdism
is also derived from this word.
Mabhdi is his most popular name
known to both ordinary and espe-
cially privileged people.
According to Shiites, Imam Mah-
di (May God hasten his reappear-
ance), the son of Imam Hassan
al-Askari who is the eleventh Shi-
ite Imam, was born in 255 A. H.
and is now in occultation. Some
Sunnis, however, believe that he
is not born yet, but he will be born
40 years prior to his appearance.
Considering the narrations men-
tioned in both Shiite and Sunnite
narrative sources and the words
of the religious scholars in both of
the major denominations, we can
find many different cases com-
monly shared by the followers of
the two sects, including:

1. Both denominations consid-
er the appearance of his holiness
Mahdi (AJ) an inevitable fact.
2. By the inclusive invitation,
the government of Imam Mah-
di is meant. In the noble Qur’an,

God, the Exalted, refers to this
fact, saying: “God has promised
those of you who have believed
and done good deeds that He
will grant them succession to
authority upon the earth”.

3. Both denominations agree
that the world savior is known
as Mahdi. The late Allamah Ma-
jlessi quotes the holy Prophet
(SAW) as saying: “Mahdi shall
appear while over his head there
is a cloud, and in that cloud a
person shall cry out: This man
is Mahdi, God’s successor. Fol-
low him”. Hakim Nishapuri, a
leading hadith scholar, quotes
Abu Sa’id Khudri who in turn
quotes the holy Prophet of Is-
lam (SAW)as saying: “Mahdi is
a member of Ahl al-Bayt (holy
prophet’s household)”.

Both denominations hold the .4
belief that the promised Mahdi
is a descendant of Fatima Zahra
(SA), the daughter of the proph-
et of Islam. Imam Baqir (AS)
says: “Mahdi is a male descen-
dant of Fatima”. According to
Sunnite traditions, the holy Mes-
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The idea of savior in all
the divine religions is
more or less the same.
Some say he is Jesus
Christ but some say

that he’s another man
(Mahdi) who will glorify
Jesus. He is described

as a man who is greater
than Solomon in reason-
ing, understanding and
knowledge. He is the one
who will come and swipe
the world of its unrigh-
tfeousness and rules with
justice

senger of God says: “Mahdi is one
.“of the descendants of Fatima
5. The Second Coming of Jesus
Christ and his obedience to Imam
Mahdi are other commonalities
shared by the two major denom-
inations of Islam.
6. The introduction and discus-
sion of the portents that will come
up prior to appearance are also
agreed upon by both of the de-
nominations.
Of course, there are other com-
monalities shared by them such
as divine intervention, rise of the
sun from the west, Imam’s phys-
ical appearance, abundance of
blessings, spread of security and
justice in the time of appearance,
economic growth and welfare,
triumph of Islam over other reli-
gions, etc.’
Footnotes:
Javanshir, Mussa, The Promised
Savior in Islam and Christianity,
p. 36.
2 Tunei, Mahdism Concordance,
p. 708.
3 Shakeri, Ruhullah, Savior and
Religions, p. 106

' PROMISED PEACE | 2014 Jan/Feb/March | &




Youth Corner

Dear Mr. Kind,

I am so glad that [ know
you because whoever
knows you does not need
the love and friendships
of anyone else.

Every day we see people
whom we don’t know.
Yet we do know and are

familiar with some great
scientists or thinkers as
they have done some-
thing great and important,
people who aim at great
goals. And God has given
you the greatest mission
ever and has commanded
all the prophets to speak
of you and this great mis-

sion of yours.

By each and every pass-
ing day, I long more for
your arrival.

And now your letter dear
friend ...

By:sommayehminooee
Translated by:
s.sara hosseini
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A Nice Dream

By Sommaye Minooee

Mom and dad’s voice, who were
talking in the hall, could be heard.
Mom: Rest it in God’s hands; it’1l
be all right, and you will work
again and will save up and will
buy another car.

Dad: He promised me that he
would give me this money; [ don’t
know why he didn’t. I really need
a car for work.

Joseph, who was studying in his
room, heard their conversation
and started to think: “So, that’s
why dad has been upset over the
last few days.”

He closed his book, went to bed,
and as he was lying down, he
looked at the sky from the window
above his head and said:” Please
dear God, help my dad.” And he
fell sleep right after.

In the morning, Joseph wakes up

in a happy mood, gets up, and runs

Translated by: S. Sara Hosseini

toward the kitchen.

Mom was making breakfast, and
Marry was sitting at the table wait-
ing for breakfast.

Joseph: Morning everyone.

Mom: Good morning to you too
sweetheart.

Marry: What is it? You seem hap-
py today!

Joseph turns to his mom and says:
Why is dad so upset? Is something
wrong?

Mom: He wanted to buy a car for
work. A friend of his had promised
to lend him the money, but appar-
ently he couldn’t come through.
Joseph: I'm sure that God will
make this right for dad.

Mom: how?

Joseph: Last night, I heard you
and dad and I figured that there
is a problem, so I asked God to

help him and after [ went to sleep I

saw a dream of a man who:
I couldn’t recognize. He c:
our door and when I open
door for him he said: “Is yc
home son?”

Marry: So is that why you
happy today?

Mom: if God wants... We
guys have pure hearts so pray for
dad. Now finish your breakfast be-
fore you’re late for school.

After breakfast they both got
ready, said goodbyes and went to
school on Joseph’s bicycle.
Along the way, Marry kept ask-
ing questions: “Do you think your
dream will come true? Will he get
the money? Will dad buy a car?”
Joseph answered all Mary’s ques-
tions with one answer: “You heard
what mom said; just pray and hope
for the best. If God wants and if it
is good for dad, all will be fine.”

In the afternoon, when Joseph and
Marry got home, they saw their
dad sitting on the couch, holding a
cup of tea all sad and gloomy and
deep in his thought. They greeted
him and he answered in a low tone
with his head still down. They
went to their mom and asked her if
anything has happened yet. Mom
nods in despair and says: “no, not
yet.”

As Joseph is about to ask another
question the doorbell rings.
Mom says: “Answer the door first,
and then ask your question.”
Joseph opens the door and he sees
Mr. Davoodi, the chairman of the

town council. He greets Joseph
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and asks if his father is home. Joseph says that he is and then goes and

calls his dad.

Mr. Davoodi says: “we had a drawing this afternoon for the loan rota-
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tion and your name came up! I am here to give you the news. Congrat-
ulations!

Dad was in shock and he couldn’t believe what was happening!
Seeing him like this, Mr. Davoodi said: “what is it? You seem not hap-
py by the news”

As his tears and laughter were mixed, dad said: “You have no idea how
much I needed this money! Thank you so much”

He said goodbye and came in and told the news to his wife and the
children. They all got happy and excited.

Mom turned to dad and said: “I did say that everything will be all right
if you trust in God”

Dad: “You are right, honey. How can I ever thank you, my dear God?”
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Life Skills in the Era of

Occuliation

People should follow a special code of con-
duct during the age of occultation. Otherwise,
all of a sudden they will come to realize that
they are empty-handed and have spent their
life in vain. Therefore, prepare yourself to
learn and experience life skills and the living
style during the era of occultation. Prepare to
pave the way for the arrival of your Imam by
acquiring a number of required life skills.
Skills at Understanding Religion

If seventy-two nations in the past used to be
just a legend, now over seventy-two thousand
nations, religions and schools of thought claim
to know what the truth is and try to allure
you. You are bewildered as to where all these
claims to ultimate truth have come from and
then find yourself lost and puzzled to know
what is true and what is false.

You will remain confused unless you adopt
measures to obtain a correct understanding of
religion. In this manner, you can recognize the
primary and secondary ways, realize the dis-
tinction between the tradition and contrivance,
remain vigilant to falsifications, avoid misun-
derstanding, steer clear of subjective interpre-
tations of religion and the Qur’an, and keep
the right path between traditional interpreta-
tions and new explanations.

* You should increase your knowledge and
take informed measures.

* You should equip yourself with thoughtful-
ness, rationality and wisdom

* You should not let go of wise theologians

* And you should keep your piety because
whoever is pious, God will bestow Furqan
(the Criterion to distinguish) on him.

Skill at Being Just

An individual who is unable to bring justice to
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his own personal life and surrounding should not claim
that he can help establish justice in the entire world. You
will not be fair to yourself and to the world unless you
create a balance between your strengths, keep the middle
way between joy and sorrow, laughter and tears, love and
hatred, and friendship and enmity. You cannot bring jus-
tice to others unless you learn to speak when you should
and remain silent when you ought to, and be both the
man of prayers and action, and demand both the beauty
of this world and the dignity of the hereafter, and add
up science and mysticism, and understand the borders
and properly observe the social roles towards your father,
mother, spouse, children, neighbors, friends, and clients.
You cannot be fair unless you stop tyrannizing your own
self, others, and God, and stop ignoring the rights of oth-
ers and show respect to the rights of your own self, others
and God.

If you observe this, then you will become righteous.
Those whose characters are enriched with the will to jus-
tice and skillfully seek righteousness will certainly pave
the way for the spread of justice across the entire world
and the appearance of the Savior.

Skill at Recognizing the Enemy

It is naive to think that if you keep your head down and
stand aloof, others will have nothing to do with you.
Dozens of eyes constantly monitor your actions and wait
for a moment to take an opportunity of your negligence.
And if you take things easy then they will try and deceive
you hard.

Be careful! In the era of occultation, enemies try every
trick in the book to con you out of your material and spir-
itual capitals. And if they outwit you or if you budge an
inch, you will lose everything. You ought to know the
enemies and should keep a careful eye on them, and if
necessary—which will be—you have to stand up against
their intrigues.

The enemy advances sometimes courageously and some-
times cautiously. At times he stands up right before you

and sometimes lurks behind you. He is sometimes in a

politician’s disguise and, on some other occasions,
prowls around culture, literature and art.
Sometimes he fights with sword, sometime with pen.
He produces films, writes books, feigns empathy and
sympathy with us and makes the pretense of any-
thing.

Your own soul sometimes becomes the den of your
enemies who are then your carnal desires. But some
other times the enemy might be miles away from you
and is Satan.

On the whole, we ought to know the enemy and fight
him back rigorously.

Skill at Patience and Persistence

Do you believe that the path you have chosen is right?
If you have faith in what you do, so why should you
be reluctant?

Why do others’ reproaches sap your strength? There
are always people who would find faults with your
actions and constantly reprimand you for your ac-
tions. But you are not supposed to be deterred from
the right path you have taken. If they put you off,
you will never arrive at your destination and you will
never achieve the goal you have set for yourself and
have struggled for.

Trust yourself and do not be fearful of what others
tell you.

I do not tell you to be inattentive. There are often
some good food for thought in criticism and re-
proaches you may hear. Even God tells us:
Listen to all speeches and choose and follow the best
of them.

But remember, today, in the era of occultation, if
you always remain apprehensive about the others’
reproaches, and change your direction with every
single reproach and speech that targets you, later you
will have no excuse for your Imam when he appears,
because he is present and senses our intentions and
watches our actions. Therefore, remain patient and

persistent!
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O Allah Grant us the good fortune of being obedient [to you], and keep
us away from disobedience, Let us be sincere in our intentions,

Provide us with the knowledge of what is sacred. Honor us with guid-
ance and honesty, and direct our tongues to what is right and wise, fill
our hearts with learning and knowledge, and cleanse our stomachs from
what is forbidden and of doubt.

Prevent our hands from committing oppression and theft, lower our
gaze [out of modesty] from immorality and disloyalty, and block our ears
from hearing foolish talk and slander.

Oblige our learned scholars with piety and sincere advice, and those who
are learning with restrain and desire to learn, Bless those who are with
desire to follow the religious teachings, impart recovery and comfort to
the Muslims suffering from illness and bless those dead among them
with kindness and mercy.

Award dignity and peace of mind to old people, Confer repentance and
turning away from sin to our young people, Bestow modesty and chastity
to our women.

Supply the rich with humility and abundance; and the poor with patience
and contentment.

Let those fighting in Your way be victorious, and the imprisoned be
freed.

Let the rulers be just and kind and the ruled receive just treatment and
good character; bless those who are on pilgrimage with adequate sup-
port, and helping them complete what is obligatory on them With Your
Grace and Kindness,

O Most Kind!
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Peace be upon you, O one who dignifies the oppressed believers; e, Pl
Peace be upon you, O one who smites the proud oppressor, unbelievers.
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