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Umm Salama (the wife of the Prophet) nar-
rates that she heard the Prophet to have said,
“Mahdi will be among my progeny, among
the descendants of Fatima.”

Al-Durr al-Manthiir, by al-Siyfiti, vol. 6, p. 58; Mizan al -E'tidal,
by al-Zahabt, vol. 2, p. 87; al-Sunan by Abii Daviid, vol. 2, p.
310, Chapter al-Mahdi.
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Editorial

Prophets and Imams have continuously made the treasures of the
shrewdness of mankind bloom all through history, by directing them
to a thriving and achieving flawlessness. The arrangement of the ide-
al world and so-called a perfect society is one of their objectives,
where individuals, free from cruelty and treachery, obtain a genuine
and real perfectness; and gain divine knowledge.

One of the foremost unmistakable highlights of Imam Mabhdi is his
command to set up an all-inclusive equity in the world which is full
of maltreatment, mistreat, and corrupt practice.

This characteristic is the exceptional issue that was thought of by the
author of the Islamic Republic of Iran - Imam Khomeini. Within the
words of his majesty, such a state is the place wherever the abused,
the denied, and the barefooted have to be served as the central col-
umn and the focal pillar of the society.

When Imam Mahdi comes, every oppressed man and women will
find an entrance to unleash themselves from hardship and will taste
the elegance of emancipation.

At that time a full battle and struggle will be put against the mer-
cilessness, brutality, and heartlessness of the oppressors and those
who subject others to undue pressures.

We, as Muslims, need to heartily focus on the Imam of the Time, and
show humbleness before him so that this humbleness my assist us to
get nearer to Allah and be able to show our acquiescence to Him the
Exalted, the Glorified.

Editor in Chief: Sayyed ‘Abd-al-Mahdi Tavakol

Smtavakol@gmail.com
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One of the strongest means

by which to survive during

Occultation is to remain
patient and steadfast.

Imam Mahdi in the Quran




An explanatory narration:
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1. Kamal al-Din wa Tamam al-Ni’mah, Vol. 1, P. 317, hadith 3.
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It is narrated from Imam al-Hussain bin Ali bin Ab1 Talib (the third
Shia’s Imam) saying, “There are twelve Mahdis' of us (the House-
hold of the Prophet) and the first one is the Commander of the
Faithful Ali bin Abt Talib, and the last one is the Upriser (Imam
Mahdi) who is the ninth infallible man in my progeny. He is the
Imam who will establish the truth and by him, Allah Almighty will

revive the earth after its death and help His religion overcome oth-

1. The word Mahdi here does not refer to one’s name. It points for consideration to the Arabic mean-
ing of the word which is “the one who is guided”.
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er religions even if the idolaters dislike it. His occultation will last
so long that some people will be deviated (from the divine religion)
and others who have stayed firm in their beliefs will sustain great
troubles and the non-believers will say to them, ‘When is (the ful-
fillment of) this promise if you should be truthful?’. (O people!)
Know that everyone who in the time of his Occultation remains
patient in difficulties vis-a-vis, those who reject him he is like a
warrior who at the time of the Prophet fought against the enemies

(to protect the Prophet and Islam).”

Points for consideration:

1. The Occultation is one of the most difficult divine
trials: It is the will of Allah to test people in different ways.
According to many traditions, the period of Occultation takes
such a long time that many people go astray; the majority of
people would say that the Imam has not been born and some
would believe that he has died. Only the true believers are
resolute in their belief. Also, some who believe in the Imam,
since they do not see him, would not remain steadfast as re-
quired. It shows how much it is important to maintain faith

and remain steadfast when the Imam is physically absent.
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2. The believers are not shortsighted: Those who do not
believe in Allah and Imamate just see the current situation
and are blind about the future. They just know that the Imam
is not present and think that if they continue with their cor-
ruption there is no serious impediment for them. As a result,
they assume that this suitable condition will last for them as
long as they are alive. They are suspicious about the promise
of Allah to be fulfilled. This is why they mock the believers
by saying “When is (the fulfillment of) this promise if you
should be truthful?” But those who are with Allah and be-
lieve in His promise; and know that their Imam is alive, see
the ultimate good destiny which will take place at the time of

the Imam’s appearance.

3. To wait for the advent of the Imam requires to re-
main patient: One of the strongest means by which to sur-
vive during Occultation is to remain patient and steadfast.
To lose hope and become shaky is one of the most damaging
hazards. To remain patient is so important that Allah gives
those who are tolerant a reward similar to that of those peo-
ple who helped the Prophet on the battlefield.

13
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ve of the Beginning
Mahdi’s Imamate

(The 9" of Rabi’ al-Awwal, 260 A.H. (The 6" January 874A.D.)

In the lunar calendar, the ninth day of Rab1” al-Awwal is the anni-
versary of the beginning of the Imamate of the last Divine Savior
(Imam Mahdi). It is also the day of renewing the covenant with
him, and with his purposes and sacred ideals. For this reason, the
Shias of this Imam and those who wait for his appearance consider
this blessed day holy and celebrate it.! (In the year 2020, this holy
day is on Monday, the 26" of October.)

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 31, p. 120.
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The Twelver Shia believe that

Imamate is a divine trust in the
hand of an Imam and at the time of
his departure to Allah, he delivers
it immediately to the next Imam
without any interval and interrup-

tion even for one quick moment.

The Twelver Shia believe that Imamate is a divine trust in the hand
of an Imam and at the time of his departure to Allah, he delivers it
immediately to the next Imam without any interval and interrup-
tion even for one quick moment.

Because according to Islamic narrations, the earth cannot be empty
from a Divine Authority; otherwise, the earth will be destroyed
with its entire inhabitants.

Imam Sadiq (the Shia’s sixth Imam) narrates from Imam Ali (the

Shia’s first Imam) to have said,
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“...Know that indeed the earth cannot be void of a Divine Author-
ity but Allah will not, later on, let His creatures see him because of
their oppression, cruelty, and committing sins. If the earth becomes
void of a Divine Authority even for one moment, it collapses with
all its inhabitants...”
As a result, after the martyrdom of an Infallible Imam, his succes-
sor who is appointed by the blessed Prophet in advance? according
to the command of Allah, the Exalted, the Glorified, and with the
emphasis of the previous Imam, becomes the Imam of the com-
munity.
Then, the close friends and relatives of the previous Imam con-
veyed their condolence about the martyrdom of the deceased Imam
to the next one and gave allegiance to him.> However, with re-
gard to Imam Mabhdi, the political situation and the observance of
Taqiyya (precautionary reservation) often prevented public alle-
giance to be sworn for him, or even let people be aware of the place
of his existence.
With this introduction, determining the beginning of Imam Mahdi’s
Imamate is dependent on knowing the accurate time of his father’s
martyrdom — Imam Hassan al-’Askart (the eleventh Imam). Some

great and famous scholars of Imamiyyah (The Twelver Shias) like

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 112.

2. Far@id al-Simtayn, Juweini, vol. 2, p. 134; Magqtal al-Hussain, Kharazmi, vol. 1, p. 146; Al-Ghay-
bah, by Shaykh TusT, pp. 88-100; Man la Yahzuruhu al-Faqih, vol. 4, p. 179.

3. Isbat al-Wassiyah, by Mas»>udi, p. 247.
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Shaykh Kuleyni, Shaykh Sadiiq, Shaykh Mufid, and Shaykh Tiist
have recorded the time of Imam Hassan al-’ AskarT’s martyrdom on
Friday, the 8" of Rabi’ al-Awwal in 260 A.H."

The first day of Imam Mahdi’s Imamate is on Friday and according
to a well-known narration in Shia’s viewpoint, the appearance of
his majesty will be on Friday as well.

In accordance with some historical documents, after five years
living under the supervision of his magnanimous father (Imam
Hassan al-’AskarT) and precious mother (Narjis?), Imam Mahdi
became Imam at the age of five at the same time as his father was
martyred? just as prophet Jesus* and prophet John® had attained the
high position of prophecy in their childhood. Therefore, the ninth
day of Rab1’ al-Awwal coincides with the first day of Imamate of
Imam Mahdi. Of course, his Imamate begins from the exact mo-
ment of his father’s martyrdom (the eighth of Rab1’ al-Awwal) but,
to honor the day of Imam ‘Askar?’s martyrdom, Shias do not re-
gard that day as the beginning day of Imam Mahdi’s Imamate for
congratulating and celebrating.

Sayyed bin Tawts, a well-known Shiite scholar, after registering
the Imam ‘AskarT’s martyrdom on the 8" of Rab1’ al-Awwal, says,
“The beginning of Imam Mahdi'’s Imamate is on the 9" of Rabt’

1. Kafi, by Kulayni, vol. 1, p.503; Kamal al-Din, by Shaykh Sadigq, vol. 1, p.43 and vol. 2, p. 473;
Irshad, by Shaykh Mufid, vol. 2, p.313; Tahzib al-Ahkam, by Shaykh Tasi, vol. 6, p. 192.

2. Dalail al-Imamah, by Tabari, p. 262; Al-Ghaybah, by Tusi, p. 470; YanabD> al-Mawaddah, by
Qundizi, vol. 2, p. 126; Nir al-Absar fi Manaqib al- NabD> al-Mukhtar, by Shablanji, p.342.

3. Kamal al-Din, by Sadigq, vol. 2, p. 223.
4. Kafi, by Kulayni, vol. 1, p. 226; Qisas al-Anbiya, by Neyshaburi, p. 334.
5. The Quran, 19:12.
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al-Awwal. Perhaps this is the reason for celebrating this day.”
Abii Sahl bin Ali al-Nubakhti, who was an authentic and reliable
person for some Infallible Imams especially for Imam ‘AskarT and
the Imam of the Age, says, “After Mu’tamad (the cruel Abbasid ca-
liph) had poisoned Imam ‘Askarf, I visited the Imam when his son
was there. The Imam was upset and so weak that, when a container
of water was given to him to drink, he could not hold it. His body
was trembling and could I hear the sound of his teeth touching the
container. At this moment, Imam Mahdi arrived. By seeing him,
Imam ‘Askar1 became very happy, but he cried for a moment. Then
Imam ‘AskarT introduced him as the last executor and deputy of
the Messenger of Allah, the last Imam of the believers, and the true
authority of Allah. After that, he made his will to him.”

Abt Sahl continued, “That moment I deeply sensed that it was the
beginning moment of accepting the responsibility of Imamate by
the Imam of the Age. Then I heard that Imam ‘Askart said to his

infallible son,

2.«Js J! cal’ et 24 (sl S}.j 32 by
“O the master of your household! Give me some water, surely I will
depart to my Lord.”
Imam Mahdi gave him water and helped him to do minor ablution.
Besides, Imam Hassan ‘AskarT and Imam Mahdi spoke with each
other about something and I heard that Imam ‘Askart said to his

son,

1. Igbal al-A>mal, vol. 3. P. 114.
2. Al-Ghaybabh, by Tusi, p. 273.
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“Good news for you, O my son! You are the Imam of the Age, you
are guided, you are the Authority of Allah on His earth, you are my
son and my executor.”
Then Imam ‘AskarT achieved the high divine degree of martyrdom.
Of course, after the martyrdom of Imam Askari, the Shias needed
some convincing and reliable reasons to accept the authority and
the Imamate of Imam Mahdi.
Abt al-Adyan is one of the servants and one of the Imam’s close
companions. Ibn-e Babiwayh narrates through him, “Imam ‘Askari
gave me a mission to go to Ctesiphon and deliver some letters there.
The Imam said, ‘O Abu al-Adyan! When you come back from Cte-
siphon to Samara after 15 days, you will find this city full of screams
and clamor because [ would have been martyred.’ I felt worried and
asked about his successor and asked, “After your martyrdom who
must undertake the responsibility of Imamate of the Muslim com-
munity?” His Majesty gave me three signs in response and said,
Firstly, he is who performs the funeral prayer to my body;
Secondly, he is who demands you the answers to the letters;
And thirdly, he is who informs you about what the bags and pack-
ages contain.”
Abi al-Adyan continued, “Decency prevented me from asking his
majesty about the bags. I did not ask anymore and traveled to Cte-
siphon with grief. I accomplished the mission and when I returned,

as Imam °Askar1 had said, he had been martyred.

1. Al-Ghaybah, by Tasi, p. 273.
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At that time, the important issue for me was to know who was the
successor of the eleventh Imam and the real authority of Allah.
I entered the house of Imam ‘AskarT and saw his brother Ja’far
(popularly known as Kazzab') who was sitting in a special position
and all visitors conveyed their condolence to him. It simulated that
he was the successor of Imam ‘Askari, while I knew that he had a
bad record, used to do some unrighteous deeds, and forbidden acts.
I was sure he did not deserve to be an Imam, but he was standing in
such a position and the tyrant government of Bani Abbas were try-
ing to introduce him as the successor of Imam ‘Askari. Meanwhile,
it was informed that he would come to lead the funeral prayer for
Imam ‘Askar1. Then he went towards the pure body of the Imam
to say the prayer. At that time, I saw a boy, who was attractive, and
apparently possessed all kinds of good merits and excellence came
and took the vestment of his uncle and said, ‘Oh uncle! Move over
because I am more worthy to say the funeral prayer for my father.’
The boy pushed him aside and performed the funeral prayer. See-
ing this scene, I was convinced that one of the signs that Imam
Hassan ‘AskarT had mentioned, came true.

Then, I was waiting for the other signs to come true. When saying
the prayer was over, the honorable boy pointed to me to give him
the letters and what those who had received the letters told me in
response. This was the second sign. Because it was the letters that
Imam ‘Askart had given to me and I took them to Medina to hand

them over to the friends of the Imam. Here I transferred their an-

1. «Kazzaby» means, the liar. It has become the famous title for Ja)far since he falsely introduced
himself as the Imam after the 11th Imam.
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swers along with some Islamic payments and handed them over to
the respected boy.

I was waiting for the third sign to become true. Meanwhile, a group
of the believers of Qom came and stood among the mourning
crowd and asked,

“Who is the successor of Imam Askar1?”

They were introduced to Ja’far. When they came to him, they asked,
“Are you the successor of Imam ‘Askari?” He answered, “Yes.”
They said, “Tell us what we are carrying; and that the letters that
are with us were written by whom and for whom and what the
things we have with ourselves are, and how much it is.”

Ja’far got flared up and said, “Wow! See what these people ask
me? Do they ask for prescience?”

Abii al-Adyan continued, “I found out he was not an Imam. Also,
the people who had come from Qom made sure that an Imam and
the successor of Imam ‘AskarT should be someone else.”

At that moment, a messenger came from inside the house and said,
“Hujjat Allah (the Imam of the Age) said, “The letters that you,
people of Qom, have brought to Imam Askart are from such and
such people, bring those letters and there are some sacks along
with you in which there are one thousand dinars and among them is
a share of the Imam' but ten dinars of them are fake, covered with
gold, and are not original. They opened the sacks and saw the one
thousand dinars and recognized those ten fake ones.

Abii al-Adyan states, “I saw exactly the very three signs that Imam

1. A part of Islamic payment that should be given by individuals to the Imam to spend it for the
benefit of Islamic society and for what he sees appropriate.
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Hassan ‘AskarT had told me about and I became sure that the hon-
orable boy who offered the funeral prayer for Imam ‘Askart was
the Imam of the Islamic Ummah and the last executor of the holy
Prophet.”

Therefore, after the martyrdom of Imam Hassan ‘AskarT in 260
A.H. which coincides with the ninth of Rab1’, the Imam of the Age

was chosen to accept the position of Imamate.

Unique Feature of This Day

The ninth of Rab1’ al-Awwal, as the anniversary of the beginning
of the Imamate of the Promised Savior, is the beginning of the last
Divine appointment which is along with prophetic missions and
the appointment of Imam Ali as the successor of the Prophet on the
day of Ghadir.

This day is important since it reminds us of the beginning of some-
thing that is considered to carry all the values of the previous sa-
cred goals. If the prominent of the sacred beginnings in the past
such as the beginning of Prophet’s mission [Bi’that] or the Ghadir
day are the important religious Eves, the ninth of Rab1’ al-Awwal
is also the final beginning of another holy event. However, unfor-
tunately, the value of this Eve has not been known in the Shia’s
community and is not as well-known as the Eve of the fifteenth of
Sha’ban which is the day that Imam Mahdi was born.

On the other hand, the ninth of Rab1’ al-Awwal deserves special at-
tention in Shiites’ culture because historically, this day is the moment
of’being on the border of two important historical periods in the Shi-
ite view; that is, being at the end of the period of the public presen-

tation of the infallible Guides (the Prophets and the eleven Imams
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of the Shias) in human society, and the beginning of the disappear-
ance of the last Divine proof (the twelfth Imam) from the society.
This is a beginning for the maturity of Shiites to comply with the
guidance of worthy believers — who were the Imam Mahdi’s spe-
cial deputies during the period of minor occultation and are the
Imam’s General Deputies during the period of his major occulta-
tion — who undertake the responsibility of the Islamic community
management until the advent of the Imam. Because no ordinary
man saw Imam Mahdi after his funeral prayer over his father’s
body anymore; it shows that the occultation of him began at the
same time.'

It should not be forgotten that not only the ninth of Rab1” al-Awwal
is the first day of the Imamate of the Imam of the Age, the manifes-
tation of the rule of the downtrodden people, a promising inspira-
tion for the defeat of the tyrants, and the happy day for the Shias,
but also it is the day of “renewing the allegiance” to the alive and
present Imam; so that awaiting people of the last Savior’s advent
should strengthen their attention in relation with their Imam.

In fact, this renewal of allegiance is one of the features of the Shiite
culture and a kind of divine covenant as we read in the Al-e Yasin
supplication,

=
@
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“Peace be upon you O, the covenant of Allah, that Allah has taken

b

from people and made it firm.’

1. Al-Irshad, by Mufid, vol. 2, p. 475.
2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 53, p. 171; Mafatih al-Jinan.
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In fact, the Shias believe that there is a permanent link between
Divine guardianship and the issue of Imamate; so real waiting peo-
ple for the Imam of the Age have to always update their sincerity
and allegiance with that Imam in accordance with the condition of
their time.

The truth is that, as the Ghadir day is the renewal of allegiance to
the first Imam (Imam Ali), so the ninth day of Rab1’ al-Awwal is
the continuous renewal of allegiance to the hidden Imam during
his occultation. And this is the continued vitality and development
for the Shiite community until the threshold of the Advent.

A Question

Here a question is raised that, why do we just celebrate the be-
ginning of Imam Mahdi’s Imamate, but we do not do it for other
Imams after the martyrdom of the previous ones!?

In response, we can pay attention to some points:

First, creating a culture to celebrate the Days of Allah', such as
Ghadir and Mab’ath Eve,? the anniversary of the Holy Prophet’s
birthday, and other religious occasions are rooted in the cultural
life of the Household of the Prophet. The Shias celebrate both of
the birthday and the day of the beginning the mission of the Mes-
senger of Allah; and both of the birthday of Imam Ali who is the
Commander of the Faithful and the Ghadir Eve. The Shia are used

1. The “Days of Allah” alludes to some special days on which an important religious event takes
place.

2. In Ghadir Eve Imam Ali was introduced by the Prophet as his immediate successor after his de-
mise and in Mab»ath Eve the Prophet received the command from Allah to present his prophethood
to others.
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to celebrate these days since they are the beginning days of some
important religious events.

Therefore, it is worthwhile to celebrate both of the anniversary
birthday and the Imamate of the Reminder of Allah' (Imam Mah-
di), on the ninth of Rab1’ al-Awwal, and to be happy on these days.
Second, the only alive Imam in our time is Imam Mahdi, and all
other Imams have been martyred, so we celebrate the Imamate of
the Imam of the Age because he is present and responsible for the
leadership of humankind in the current time.

On this occasion, the renewal of allegiance is done to this honor-
able Imam at the anniversary beginning of his Imamate; as Imam
Sadiq (the Shia’s sixth Imam) has reminded it to the Shias by or-
dering them to recite the ‘Ahd supplication. He states,

a8 LT Sl o5 il lal e 5 agall i Lo gl Vs o
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“Whoever recites this ‘Ahd (supplication) forty mornings, will be
one of our Upriser's helper, and if he dies before the appearance
of the Imam, he will be taken out of the grave and serve the Imam,
and Allah will grand him with every word of this prayer one thou-
sand rewards and erase one thousand sins from him.”
Therefore, since our time is the time of Imam Mahdi’s Imamate
our hearts and minds should pay more attention to him, so that the

issue of Imamate in the period of Occultation that has been lasting

1. This title is one of the attributes of Imam Mahdi that points to the survival of someone from
Allah who is remained for the benefit of people and is the final link between Allah and His creatures.

2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 83, p. 284; Mafatih al-Jinan.
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for a long time, will not be forgotten, and the desire of expectation
will be more aroused in the hearts. This is why we attempt and
desire to remember and celebrate this day.

This celebration gains more emphasis when we notice that the at-
mosphere of the present situation in the contemporary world has
changed and the existence of the Imam is doubted by the enemies
of the Household of the Prophet, and the belief in Imam Mahdi has
faced many forms of misinterpretation and doubt. Consequently,
the commemoration of this day is an attempt to deepen this Islamic
and Shiite belief in the hearts of the believers and to pay attention
more to Islamic teachings about the conduct of the Ahl al-Bayt.
Third, when this day is considered as an Eve in continuation of
“Ghadir Eve”, honoring, protecting, and revival of it is as worthy
as Ghadir Eve; and as the Household of the Prophet revived and
created the culture of Ghadir Eve, it is necessary to revive the ninth
of Rab1’, which is the last and most special delegation of Imam-
ate. Imam Ali in a narration expresses some characteristics of his
Shias, and considers their joy and sorrow wise and purposeful and

relates them to the infallible Imam and states,
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“Allah the Exalted, the Glorified noticed the earth and chose us,
and chose Shias for us to help us. They rejoice in our joy and grieve
when we are sad. They sacrifice their lives and spend their proper-
ties in our way. They are from us and they return to us.”

Therefore, just as the holding mourning ceremonies for the two

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 287.
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months of Muharram and Safar! are two examples of “they grieve
when we are sad” the celebration of the ninth of Rab1’ is also an
example of “They rejoice in our joy.”

It is worthwhile to know that the lovers of Imam Mahdi and those
who wait for his coming must make a special effort to protect this
great day and make it popular. On this day, we must review the
contents of our covenants which are mentioned in the narrations
and supplications, especially the ‘ Ahd supplication;? and recognize
and reread the rights and obligations that we owe to the Promised
Imam and in fact, this is our commitment to Allah. Because Imam
Sadiq (the sixth Imam) in response to one of his followers, about

the interpretation of this verse,

S flogs ot de ) 5 ) WA 5 56
“[On the Day of Judgment, the il;tercessors] are not able to in-
tercede, but those [such as the Prophets, Imams, Angels, and the
friends of Allah] who get a covenant [of the permission to inter-

cede]| on behalf of the Beneficent [Allah].”
States,

Ll e ddl 58 0 on Y 5 ctal) el A i 5l o Iy
“Indeed, covenant with Allah is the acceptance of the guardian-
ship of the Commander of the Faithful and the Imams after him.”

1. These are the two Islamic months that contain some occasions on which Imam Hussain and his
household were martyred.

2. Mafatih al-Jinan.
3. The Quran, 19:87.
4. Kafi, vol. 1, P. 431; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 332.
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Mahdi bin Fatima

The phrase “Mahdi bin Fatima” is frequently used by the Shia.

Although using this phrase is a matter of taste, it is rooted in nar-
rations which, in different aspects, represent a special relation be-
tween Lady Fatima' and Imam Mahdi. Some aspects of this rela-

tion are briefly mentioned in this article:

1. Lady Fatima is the only surviving child of the Prophet of Islam, the wife of Imam Ali and the
mother of Imam Hassan and Imam Husain, who was martyred in Medina at the age of 18.

28

1- Imam Mahdi the offspring of Fatima
According to numerous narrations, quoted by the Shia and the
Sunnite, the Holy Prophet predicted that the Promised Mahdi will

be from Fatima's generation.

LB 5 e Srte e Gond 1ok A Jo25 East 36 a3l e
“It is narrated from Umm Salamah to have said, ‘I heard from the
Messenger of Allah (Muhammad) to have said, ‘Mahdi is of my

lineage, from Fatimas sons.’

In another narration, it is quoted from Ali Ibn al-Hussain who nar-

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 75, hadith 30; Sunan, by Abi Dawud, vol. 4, p. 1832, hadith 4284;
Sunan, by Ibn Majih, kitab al-Fitan, Section Khurij al-Mahdi, hadith 4086.
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rated from his father, Hussain, and he narrated from the Messenger

of Allah, to have said to his daughter Fatima,

Vel Gad) 56 LB 6ﬁu\))
“O Fatima! Good news for you since truly Mahdi is of your lin-

i

eage.

2. Imam Mahdi the consoler of Lady Fatima’

On many occasions, the Holy Prophet consoled Lady Fatima by
telling her about some future news and the world's final events
which would occur by Imam Mahdi. As regards this title, these two
events are mentioned:

1- Lady Fatima came to visit the Holy Prophet when he was near to
demise. As her Majesty saw that the Holy Prophet was not feeling
well, she started to cry. The Holy Prophet raised his head and asked
her the reason. Lady Fatima replied, “I am fearful that your reli-
gion and descendants be destroyed after you.” The Holy Prophet,
seeing Lady Fatima's worries and discomfort, after informing her
about the future of the world, gave her noble daughter good news

of Imam Mahdi. In a part of this relatively long narration, we read,
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1. Kanz al->U>mmal, by al-Muttaqi al-Hindi, vol. 12, pp. 105 and 106.
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““Ali Ibn Hilal narrated from his father saying, ‘I visited the Proph-
et Muhammad (May Allah's greeting be upon him and his progeny)
when he was in his deathbed and Lady Fatima was sitting near his
head. Suddenly, she cried and the voice of her cry rose. The proph-
et raised his head and asked her, ‘My dear Fatima! What did make
you cry?’ She replied, ‘I am afraid of being deprived of my rights
after your departure.’ He answered, ... O Fatima! [ swear to Allah
Who sent me as a prophet that Mahdi of this Ummah (Muslim com-
munity) is of al-Hassan and al-Hussain s lineage. When the world
will become full of chaos, some accommodations will take place,
all ways [physically and spiritually] will be blocked, some people
will raid others, and no elder will have mercy upon the young-
er and no younger will respect the elder, then Allah will delegate
a person of their lineage (Imam Hassan and Imam Hussain). He
(Mahdi) will conquer citadels of misguidance and impenetrably
wrapped hearts and will establish the religion of Islam in the Last
Days as 1 did it. (I am the Prophet of the Last Days). He will fill the

2

world with justice as it will have been full with injustice.’

2- It is also narrated from Imam Sadiq that by the time Imam Hu-

sain was born, the Holy Prophet informed Lady Fatima that her son

1. Bthar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 78.
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will be martyred. Knowing this news made her fully depressed, but
the Prophet calmed her by giving her good news,
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“Abi ‘abd Allah, Imam Sadiq said,” Fatima visited the Prophet
Muhammad and saw him crying bitterly and his eyes were tearful.
She asked him about the reason. The prophet answered, ‘Gabriel
informed me that Hussain would be assassinated by my ummah.’
Hearing that, Fatima became impatient and restless. So, the proph-
et made her aware that one of her sons will become the master [of

’

the world]; therefore, she felt glad and became calm.’

3. Lady Fatima a role model for Imam Mahdi

Without a doubt, one of the methods used by Islam and the house-
hold of the Prophet for setting up a program for other’s life and those
who may lead people to reach perfection and spiritual improve-
ment is making and introducing a proper role model for them. In
the Holy Quran, Allah the Exalted, the Glorified uses the term “ex-
emplar” in many cases when it wants to talk about this matter. For

instance, He introduces the Prophet as a good exemplar by saying,

58 AR5 5591 5505 bl 257 66 A T Bl ) o5 § (ST 6 )
"There is certainly a good exemplar for you in the Apostle of Allah

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 44, p. 233, hadith. 19.
2. The Quran, 33:21.
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for those who look forward to Allah and the Last Day and remem-
ber Allah much.”

This fact that the Prophet is the good exemplar means that he pos-
sesses the best merits and admirable qualities which people should
resort to and act upon them.

Moreover, considering the classification of the exemplars in the
Quran, the Holy Prophet is a complete and fully perfect exemplar.
This means that he is a good leader and exemplar in all imaginable
aspects in worldly and spiritual dimensions. In short, we can say
that the Prophet of Allah’s messenger is an infallible role model
since Allah unconditionally introduces him as a yardstick in every
aspect of life.

In another verse of the Holy Quran, Prophet Ibrahim and his fol-
lowers are introduced as exemplars which indicates that being an
exemplar is not specified to the Holy Prophet and Prophet Ibrahim,;
rather everyone who completely follows their way can be a role
model for others.'

Consequently, the household of the Prophet are the real examples
of those who are in the way of Allah and the Prophet; and they are
the best role models after the Prophet.

The interesting note is that Imam Mahdi as a perfect human and in-
fallible Imam has announced in one of his letters that Lady Fatima

is a proper role model for him. He stated,
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1. The Quran, 60:4 and 6.
2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 53, p. 180, hadith, 9.
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“... In the Prophets daughter (Fatima), there is a good exemplar
for me...”
Lady Fatima, according to the 29" verse of Surah al-Fath is among

9]

“those who were with the Prophet.”" and this is why Imam Mahdi
chose her as his role model. Lady Fatima’s behavior was so close
to the Prophet that even her posture in walking and sitting; and her
tone in speaking was similar to those of the Prophet.
This is what ‘Ayesha, the wife of the Prophet, says about her,
¥5laas Y518 51:5 ale o il id ot e las) 2k Loy
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“I have not seen anyone more similar to Prophet Muhammad in
speaking, saying, and the style of sitting than Fatima.”
Moreover, the Prophet, describing the spiritual glory and moral

status of Lady Fatima, said to Salman,
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“... O Salman! Allah has filled Fatima's heart and organs up until
her bone marrows with faith, so she dedicated herself exclusively
with obedience to Allah...”

1. The Quran, 48:29.
2. Al-Sunan al-Kubra, by Nasa’1, vol. 5, p. 391.
3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 46.
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4. The special status of Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi

in connection to Qadr night (the night of Ordainment)

One of the similarities between Imam Mahdi and Lady Fatima per-
tains to the truth of Qadr night. In fact, Qadr night is one of the
times which is of high importance in Islamic sources. According
to the verses of the Holy Quran, in this night, the Quran was sent
down to the Holy Prophet’s heart; this night is more important than
one thousand months and in this night the destiny of all of the af-
fairs with regards to the creatures are ordained.

Understanding the greatness of this night is so difficult that Allah
addresses the Prophet by telling him,

G O[EETHIER

“And what would make you realize what the Night of Ordainment
is?”
Basedonnarrations,oneshouldacquireproperknowledgeaboutLady
Fatima's spiritual state to comprehend the blessings of Qadr night.
There is a narration of Imam Sadiq to have said,
LB \Gd s g 1 e o0 a3l 5 106 400,00 a0 5 s B
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“(In the verse of th(; Quran when Allah says,) “Verily: We sent down
the Holy Qur’an in the Night of Qadr” the word “al-Layla” (the

1. The Quran, 97:2.
2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 65, hadith. 58.
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night) means Fatima and “al-Qadr” (Ordainment) means Allah.!

Therefore, whoever knows Fatima truly and completely has real-

ized “laylat ul-Qadr”. Surely, she has named “Fatima” becau.
decidedly, creatures cannot know her (as she is, so understandi
the real preciousness of that night is unlikely.)”
On the other hand, concerning the connection between Qadr n
and the Imamate of the twelve Imams, Ibn ‘Abbas narrated fr
Imam Ali to have stated,

-
- 5
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“Indeed, there is the Night of Ordainment in every year and the af-
fairs of every year are sent down and ordained in that night. There
are guardians for this matter (who receive these affairs) after the
departure of the Messenger of Allah.” Ibn ‘Abbas asked, “Who are
those guardians?” The Imam answered, “I and the eleven Imams
of my lineage to whom angles send down and speak.”

Moreover, according to narrations, after the demise of the Prophet,
the angels descend to the real successor of the Prophet who is Imam
Ali, and after the demise of each Imam, the next one will take this
position till it comes to the turn of Imam Mahdi who is the succes-
sor of the Prophet in our time. Hence, the Qadr chapter can be used

to prove the existence of a spiritually perfect human who is the

1. This means that just as it is difficult to see objects in the darkness of night, the position of Lady
Fatima is also difficult to understand because it is so high. In addition, Allah, Who knows the value
of everything correctly, is aware of her great worthiness.

2. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 532, hadith 11.
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Int gard, t ‘the Shiites (Imam Muhammad
TaqT) stated,
.
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1. Kafi, vol. 1, p. 249, hadith 6.

37




“O the nation of our Shias! Argue with your adversaries by using
the content of surah al-Qadr to defeat them. I swear to Allah this
surah, surely, is a proof of Allah the Exalted, the Glorified for the
creatures after the departure of the Messenger of Allah, (to prove
that Allah has chosen some infallible men to succeed the Prophet,
one after the other) and it is the head of your religion. This surah
shows the perfection of our knowledge.”

The result is this:

Firstly, we need to consider that on Qadr night the angels descend
to the infallible Imam who is the most perfect human. This man in
our time is Imam Mahdi.

Secondly, to fully recognize the importance of this night is depen-
dent on understanding the spiritual state of Lady Fatima.
Consequently, it is concluded that in this great night, paying close
attention to Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi, which means to seek
recourse to them and looking at them as role models in both ma-
terial and spiritual life, is very important. In other words, if some-
one during the night of Qadr tries to gain knowledge about Lady
Fatima and her teachings, s/he can be hopeful to be honored with

Imam Mahdi's special grace as well.

5. Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi; the two Divine re-

mainders of Allah

Lady Fatima enjoyed the closest family relationship with the
Prophet. She was the only Prophet’s daughter from whom the pure
generation of the Prophet continued and the eleven Shia Imams

were her offspring. In fact, she was the prophetic reserve to whom
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the survival of religion depended. After her father's demise, her
majesty was aware of her responsibility which was to retaining
the Prophet’s religion and keeping it alive. For this reason, she
made the greatest effort to survive the religion of Allah and help
the successor of the Prophet who was Imam Ali to such a degree
that she can be considered as a Divine reservoir without whom the
religion of Allah would have remained unfinished, deviated, and
eventually perished.

Lady Fatima sacrificed her life for the survival of Imamate. Her
role is so indispensable in Islam that the eleven Imams (includ-
ing the Imam of our present time, Imam Mahdi) are from her and
without her existence, they also would not exist.

It is narrated that after the Fadakiyah sermon that offered by her,
Imam Ali and Lady Fatima had a conversation in which Imam Ali

addressed her majesty by giving her these titles,

1.«...55;3/\ Eus ‘/@.Lﬂ BIG.o
“... O the daughter of the preferred and sincere servant of Allah!
O the reminder of prophecy! ...”
On the other hand, Imam Mahdi is a Divine reserve too and he is
the last survivor of the Imams and the final infallible man in Proph-
ets’ linage that the survival of Allah's religion depends on his exis-
tence. Just as Lady Fatima caused the religion of Allah to survive
and continue, Imam Mahdi will complete the prophetic mission of

all the prophets and will make the Divine religion of Allah rule in

-
“ Do

every part of the world. Accordingly, some of his titles are 1l&»

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 29, p. 322.

39

olahds




«ll “the Remainder of Allah™ and «\ ¥ 155 “the Remainder
of the Prophets™.

6. The love of the Holy Prophet for Lady Fatima and
Imam Mahdi

A. The love and affection of the Prophet for Lady Fatima

The great and infinite love of the Holy Prophet for Lady Fatima is
not hidden from anyone; this love was so much that the Prophet
always used to say,

15 Al Al el S8 bele ga 5 g5 1B i s s S $ate Al
“Fatima is a part of me; everyone who delights her verily delig}zts
me, and everyone who grieves her verily grieves me. Fatima is my
dearest one.”

The way the prophet behaved toward Lady Fatima shows his spe-
cial attention and inestimable love for this great lady; for example,
it is pointed out in a narration from Thawban, a servant of the
Prophet Muhammad, to have said,

- -
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1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 37, p. 331, hadith. 73.

2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 99, p. 181.

3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 39, hadith 41.

4. Sunan, by Abi David, vol. 2, p. 391, hadith 4231; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 89, hadith 10.
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“Whenever the prophet decided to make a journey, the last one he
used to bid farewell with was Fatima and whenever he came back
from a journey, the first one he used to visit was Fatima.”
Moreover, in another narration quoted by Jabir bin ‘Abdullah An-
sari, the Holy Prophet addressed Fatima by using a unique expres-
sion,

o Ww S REER SH PR il azz G 4 Jyss J6
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“In his deathbed, the Prophet Muhammad told Fatima ‘Ma); my

1

parents be sacrificed for the sake of you.’
In addition, in a part of Zyaratnamah- of Lady Zahra is read,

3.«...&.12.21\ FENEY 9:\.;
“O, Allah!... Bless on the chaste (Fatima)..., Fatima is Your Mes-
senger s daughter, part of his essence, the core of his heart, and the
apple of his eyes..., and she is al-Mustafa s* beloved one...”
This is clear that the love of the Prophet for Lady Fatima was not
just because of the paternal relationship, though this affection can-
not be ignored. The Prophet’s behavior towards Fatima showed
that this deep kindliness was based on her special Divine principles.

Moreover, it should not be neglected that meeting Lady Fatima

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 24, p. 263, hadith 22.

2. A prayer read while visiting the holy shrine of holy people or when someone intends to talk to
them from a distance.

3. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 97, p. 200, hadith 20.
4. It is the title of the Prophet which means «Who was selected by Allah.»
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reminded the Prophet of the purest and kindest woman of the world
- “Lady Khadija” the Prophet’s wife and the mother of Fatima who
endured many considerable hardships and spent her wealth for the
sake of her husband and his divine mission.

However, the affection between the Holy Prophet and Lady Fatima
was so much that in the last days of the Prophet’s life, when Lady
Fatima was very sad and could not leave his side, the prophet told
her a secret that caused her to smile; and at that moment the Proph-
et passed away.

After the demise of the Prophet, her majesty revealed the secret of

her smile,
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“Someone asked Fatima, ‘What did the prophet murmur in your
ear that relieved your grief and distress about his departure?’
She replied, ‘He informed me that I am, surely, the first one of his
household who will join him, and that my life will not last long af-
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ter him, and I will soon go to him. This matter relieved my grief.

B. The love of the Prophet for Imam Mahdi

One of Lady Fatima's offspring is Imam Mahdi, who the Prophet
repeatedly pointed out that he would come in a day and fill the
world with justice. These narrations are undoubtedly the greatest

sign of the Prophet’s love for the Imam who is the last savior of

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 22, p. 470, hadith. 19.
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humanity and the only man who will fulfill the purpose of all the
prophets.

Expressions used by the Prophet and the narrations offered by his
household and also the Sunnite’s hadiths contain some wonderful
contents that indicate the great affection of the last Prophet for his
last successor. In one narration quoted by Imam Alj, it is said that
the Prophet while introducing Imam Mahdi, referred to his love for

him and said,

Juiyjujpa\..bob.«&wwywj ‘écﬂ‘-;zg\jdt))
((ou.nJ\ E‘—\Lw & M/"/)j...“
“May my father and mother be sacrificed for the sake of him (Mah-

di), he is my namesake. He is similar to me and Prophet Moses bin

/

2

Imran. Halos of light, gaining their brightness from Divine light,
envelop him.”

The next narration is from Imam Husain who has said, “One day I
saw my grandfather while he was talking with Obay bin Ka'b and
telling him about some issues pertaining to his own love for the

Upriser and the salvation of people who will meet him, and stated,
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“... O Obayy! Blessed are those who love him (Imam Mahdi), visit
him, and believe in him. Allah salvages them through him from
destruction.”

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 337, hadith 200.
2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 208, hadith. 8.
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Indeed, the Upriser was so beloved by the great Prophet that the

Prophet’slovetohimismentionedinthe Ahdsupplication' asweread,

2.«4;.5};2742.’4} Sissl; (;.Q.GU\»
“O, Allah! Delight your prophet Muhammad by meeting him
(Imam Mahdi).”
Of course, the Prophet’s love and affection for Imam Mahdi are not
without reason; because he is the divine reservoir and is beloved
by Allah Almighty. Therefore, the Prophet and his lovers are or-
dered by Allah to love him. Accordingly, there is a long narration
that represents some parts of the event of the Mi’raj night.® At the
end of this narration, the prophet has mentioned the high divine

position of the twelve Imams and says,
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“... Then Allah the Exalted, the Glorified said, ‘O Muhammad! Do

you like to visit them (the twelve infallible Imams)? I answered,

‘Yes.’ Allah said, ‘Go ahead.’ I went ahead and abruptly saw ‘Al

1. This is a supplication that those who wait for the Imam’s appearance renew their covenant with
him by reciting it.

2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 99, p. 112.
3. The night when the Prophet ascended to heaven to meet some of the great signs of Allah.

4. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 223, hadith. 21.
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Ibn Abi Talib, al-Hassan, al-Hussain, ‘Ali Ibn al-Hussain, Muham-
mad Ibn “Ali, Ja far Ibn Muhammad, Musa Ibn Ja far, ‘Ali Ibn
Musa, Muhammad Ibn ‘Ali, ‘Ali Ibn Muhammad, Hassan Ibn ‘Ali,
and al-Hujjat al-Q@im. Al-Q@im who was like a brightly shining
star among them.’ I asked who they were. Allah said, ‘They are the
Imams and he is the Upriser who permits every deed I permitted
and prohibits every deed I prohibited. He revenges on my enemies.
O Muhammad! Love him because I love him and everyone who

0

loves him.

7. Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi are both oppressed
The prophets and the infallible saints from Adam to Imam Mahdi,
who is the last Divine proof of Allah, have suffered a lot in the way
of spreading the religion of Allah, guiding people, and preventing

them from going astray.

A. The oppression on lady Fatima

After the demise of the Holy Prophet, a network of hypocrites de-
liberately carried out the worst kind of behaviour against the dear
daughter of the Prophet and his successor — Imam Ali. The polythe-
ists who had converted to Islam out of materialistic intentions and
a deep greed to gain more benefits made sinister plans for Islam
and its future during the life of the Prophet and the first moments
after the demise of him. A clear example of this fact can be seen
in ignoring the rights of lady Fatima by usurping her properties
namely Fadak and those of her children that the tongue is unable to
express the vastness of this oppression.

Of course, when the great Prophet on the last days of his life wit-
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nessed Fatima’s grief while giving good news to her that she would
have joined him immediately, predicted the oppression that would

be inflicted on her and said,
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“O Fatima! May your father be sacrificed for you. Do not cry be-
cause you are the first one who will join me; however, you will be
oppressed and your rights will be usurped. Soon after me, hypoc-
risy thorns will become apparent and the garment of religion will
become old-fashioned. [Moreover, in the Day of Judgment] You
are the first one who will come to me near the Kawthar Pool.”
However, the oppression inflicted on lady Fatima is an indisput-
able historical issue?.

In addition, even if we ignore the successive historical narrations
talking about the oppression imposed on Fatima, there are certain
indications and proofs that point to her being tyrannized. One of
these shreds of evidence is “her will to be buried at night” so that
the oppressors would not attend her holy funeral.

Moreover, “the secrecy of the place ofher noble tomb™ is one of these
obvious signs. Accordingly, the Commander of the faithful, Imam

Ali, while referring to the oppression inflicted on his noble wife says,

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 36, p. 288, hadith. 110.

2. Al-Musannaf, by Ibn Ab1 Shaybah, vol. 7, p. 432; Ansab al-Ashraf, by Bilaziri, vol. 1, p. 576;
Fara’id al-Simtayn, by Juwayni, vol. 2, p. 34; Sahith, by al-Bukhari, vol. 2, p. 504, Kitab al-Khums,
section 837, hadith 1265; Sahih, by Muslim, vol. 4, p. 30, Kitab al-Jihad Va al-Siyar, section 15,
hadith 52.
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“... Indeed, the daughter of the Messenger of Allah, Fatima, was
always oppressed. He was prohibited from her rights and was de-
prived of her heritage. The Messenger of Allah’s will about her
was not executed. Furthermore, the right of Allah and the prophet’s
right about Fatima were not observed. Allah is quietly Sufficient
for judgment and taking revenge from the transgressors.”
Indeed, these oppressions were committed against whom the

Prophet made various lovely statements,

2 (BTG G & ik 34 FARE Lc\»
“Indeed, Fatima is a part of my essence. Whatever annoys her,

2

annoys me.

B. The oppression on Imam Mahdi

The fact is that many people believe that the oppression on Imam
Mahdi is far greater and more complex than the oppression applied
on prophets and Imams in the past time; because he has witnessed
many sorts of crime against the greatest noble humans in history
and has been waiting for performing the divine rule against these

kinds of maltreatments for more than one thousand and one hun-

1. Amali, by Shaykh Tasi, p. 156, hadith 258.
2. Sahth, by Muslim, vol. 12, p. 203; Sahth, by Bukhari, section 12, p. 484.
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dred years so far; and it may take many more years, and more
importantly, he is alone and hidden.

On the other hand, many people, unfortunately, have forgotten
him, while he does not neglect them even for a moment, since he is
the only mediator of grace between Allah and His creature and the
exclusively promised saviour who is alive.

Therefore, the Commander of the faithful — Imam Ali to depict the
oppression imposed on his son - Imam Mahdi and the long exile

of him says,

Ll 2,80 3, 0 .f\:',.gjf:ﬂ 135 calon
“The Owner of this Matter,” Mahdi is d/ispla/ced, i:ejeéted, sole, and
lonely.”
Also, Imam Ali has mentioned the mutual love between Imam
Mahdi and his devotees in another narration while, in a subtle way,
he clarifies the oppression put on Imam Mahdi during his imamate

by saying,
b it o AE B 5 32 ook dll Gl
“Allah will create a nation whom He loves and they love Him.

)

Their Imam who is a stranger among them will govern them...’

Also, Davlid bin Kathir al-Reqql, an eminent companion of
Imam Mdadsa al-Kazim, says,

1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 51, p. 120, hadith. 21.

2. This is one of the titles given to Imam Mahdi in narrations pointing out that he is the owner of
the divine caliphate.

3. lhqaq al-Haqgq, p. 978, hadith 19.
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“I asked Aba al-Hassan MUS& ibn Ja far about whom the occulta-
tion pertains to. The Imam replied, ‘He is rejected, lonely, stranger,
and absent from his family. He will be the revenger of his father [ ‘s
blood Imam Hussain].’”

The word “tarid” (the outcast one) is said to someone who is dis-
missed and rejected. The Imam of the Age is truly an outcast be-
cause his dignity and position are not considered properly, and his
rights are not respected as it should and none of the thanksgiving
steps for this great divine blessing is properly performed.

In other words, while the general blessing of the existence of the
Imam of the Age encompasses everyone, no one is gratitude for
him as required to the extent that people, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, has ignored him and there is no sign of paying attention to
him in people’s hearts, tongues and behaviours.

The word, “wahid” (the lonely one) means someone who is alone

and does not have a helper.

8. The essential role of Lady Fatima and Imam Mahdi

in combating deviations and false innovations
In Arabic terms, “bid’ah” means “innovation”, “a new idea” and
“something unprecedented”; and in religious term, it means “in-

serting something into the religion that is not part of the religion”

1. Kamal al-Din, vol. 2, p. 361, hadith. 4.
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or “attributing something to the religion that is not really part of it”.
In English, we describe this religious term as “a false innovation.”
Creating the “false innovation” in the field of religion and reli-
gious values causes confusion between right and wrong, makes
it difficult to distinguish right and righteousness from wrong and
false claimants, and ultimately, leads to the spread of oppression,
murder, injustice, distrust, etc. Therefore, false innovation is con-
sidered a great sin and is deeply forbidden, and it is so dangerous
that if not confronted, the basis of religion and its values will be
wavered and it leads to deviation and misguidance of people.
The history of false innovation in Islam dates back to the time after
the demise of the Prophet; despite the repeated recommendations
of the Holy Prophet, at the first moments after the Prophet’s de-
mise, the Ummah deviated from accepting the leadership of Imam
Ali, because of some pre-designed plans made by some people
who wanted to gain some worldly goals. This deviation, later on,
brought about some changes in the Muslim community that led
to the abuse of the Umayyad caliphs who took advantage of the
unfavorable and corrupt atmosphere and gained domination over
the Islamic community. This deviation was to the extent that led
to the destruction of the principles and values of the Prophetic and
Alavt school of thought and marked the bloody tragedy of Karba-
la. Although Imam Hussain, following the way of his grandfather,
father, mother, and brother, fought against Umayyad’s dangerous
false innovations and deviations by sacrificing his life and declined
its blasphemous speed, the effect of that deviation remains and
continues to our present time.

However, the fact is that, if it were not for the fundamental struggle

50

of Lady Fatima and her noble progeny, no trace of Islam would
be visible today. The Prophet has mentioned the role of Imamate
against false innovation and stated,
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“Surely, in the time of every false innovation that would harm the
faith, there is a guardian from my Household, who is an agent to
defend the faith. He speaks according to inspirations from Allah,
declares and enlightens the right, thwarts the conspiracy of the
guileful people, and is the expressive tongue of the powerless peo-
ple. Therefore, take lesson, O you who have insight! And put your
trust in Allah.”

Moreover, Imam Ali has pointed to the role of the Household of
the Prophet in real fighting against false innovation and devia-
tion in the 164" sermon of Nahj al-Balaqah by stating,

“... Know that the best servant of Allah is a just Imam who is
rightly guided and guides others. He preserves determined tradi-

)

tions and abolishes false innovation.’

1. Al-Kafi, vol. 1, p. 54, hadith 5.
2. Nahj al-Balaqah, Sermon no. 164; Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 31, p. 489, hadith 9.
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The role of lady Fatima in combating deviations

As it emerges from the short but mysterious life of lady Fatima, she
sacrificed her life for the sake of the Prophetic and Imamate mis-
sion, so that the religion would remain and the false innovations
and deviations be eliminated, and her father succeed in his efforts.
For, as it is mentioned, the greatest deviation is the nation’s devi-
ation from the path of what Allah has introduced in His religion.
Of course, there is an expansive talk about Fatima’s combating the
false innovation; the Fadakiyah sermon and some eloquent lec-
tures of her, are some distinguished examples indicating her real
stand against those religious diversions. In this way, Lady Fatima
never refused to act against the dangerous deviation that took place
concerning the guardianship of the household of the Prophet who
were the source of wisdom and knowledge, and always warned
about the ominous and continuous consequences of deviating from
the school of the Prophet. For example, she publicly moved against
the dangerous innovation that emerged in the form of usurping the
Caliphate position in the form of her famous sermon she delivered
to the women in Medina. Pointing out to the bad consequences of

this deviation said stated,
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1. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 43, p. 160, hadith 9.
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“Be aware that the camel of the Caliphate is pregnant (Those who
intended to usurp the caliphate succeeded.) Wait for a little to see
it gives birth to its baby. Then, instead of a bowl of milk, wash
the bowls full of fresh blood mixed with deadly poison. Then, the
vain doers become the losers. Later, whoever follows this false-
hood will comprehend the consequences of what the predecessors
established. You rejoiced in your life in this world and your heart
is at peace with this sedition. (You committed the sedition without
anxiety and worry.) Consequently, [ warn you to wait for the sharp
swords, the onslaught of the aggressive oppressors, the pervasive
chaos and bewilderment, and the tyranny of the oppressors. They
will pay you a meager income and will scatter you. You will have a
lot of regrets. How far the truth is with you while things are vague
for you! Shall we force it upon you while you dislike it?”

The fact is that Lady Fatima could see and understand the hazards
of future events with her heart, therefore, she fought against that
false innovation with all of her ability and continued till she was
martyred for the sake of protecting the divine guardianship after
the Prophet.

The role of Imam Mahdi in combating deviations

Imam Mahdi also behaves like lady Fatima in dealing with false
innovations and deviations. Because, the confrontation of the hyp-
ocrites with religion and their misuse of sacred things is not lim-
ited to a specific time. In addition, such deviations have reached
their dark peak at the time of the Imam of the Age; and Dajjals
and Sufyanies are engaged in spreading seduction, murder, looting,

corruption, and plundering the material and spiritual capitals of
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the oppressed people in the form of different names, false claims
(with regard to the deputyship of the Imam), and forming complex
networks of terror and corruption. Therefore, the Upriser will fight
against their false thoughts and deeds according to his divine duty,
and he will revive the divine duties, and the true Prophetic and
Alavi traditions. According to this, the Commander of the faithful
states about him and his mission,
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“He (Mahdi) will subordinate desires to guidance when people
subordinate guidance to desires and will subordinates opinions to
the Quran when people subordinate the Quran to their opinions. ...
He will show you the just way to govern and will revivify ignored
injunctions of the Book and the tradition.”
Also, Imam Bagqir states about Imam Mahdi’s persistent combat-
ing against false innovation and deviation to revive the true tradi-
tions of the Holy Messenger of Islam and stated,
2 gl ) 229 5 U1 22 B, 2 26 15D
“When Imam Mahdi rises, he discards all false innovations and

perpetuates all Islamic traditions.”

Thus, in the noble prayer of Ahd, the most important duty of the

Upriser in combating deviation is mentioned as it says,

1. Nahj al-Balaqah, sermon 138.
2. Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 52, p. 339, hadith 84.
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“Where is the reserved person [by Allah] for reviving obligatory
duties and [Divine] traditions? Where is the opted person for resti-
tution of the religion and nation [of Islam]? Where is the wishing
person for revivifying the Book [Quran] and its ambits? Where
is the person who revives the works and signs of religion and the

2

believers? ...

1. Mafatth al-Jinan, Nudbah supplication; Igbal al-A’'mal, by Sayyed bin Tawtis, pp. 295 - 299.
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Miracle of Imam Mahdi’s Birth

On Friday 15" Sha’ban 255 After Hijrah, the twelfth and last Imam
of Islam from the Household of the Prophet was born. He is our

living Imam whom Allah has blessed with a very long life without
aging until such time as when Allah wishes for him to appear and
establish peace and true Islam in the whole world.

His name is Muhammad — the same name as our Prophet — but he
is referred to with titles like:

“Mahdi” (which means the one guided by Allah)

“Qa’im” (which means the one who will rise to establish justice)
“Hujjah” (which means the proof of Allah)

And after his name, instead of saying “Alayhis Salam” (peace
be upon him) we usually, say “Ajjalallahu ta’ala farajahu sharif”
(which means may Allah hasten his coming.)

On the night before he was born, Imam Hassan al-’AskarT (the 11™

Imam) called his aunt, Lady Hakima the daughter of Imam Mu-
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hammad al-Jawad (the 10" Imam) to come and spend the night at E
his home. This was a Thursday night and she came over \

to his home for dinner and to spend the night there.

Imam Hassan al-’ Askart said to his aunt, “Tonight
is the eve of the 15" of Sha’ban. Allah will

reveal in this night His proof over the
earth and the child born tonight is very
special to Allah. Through him, Allah
will give life to the earth again after it
is dead.”

Lady Hakima told with amazing “But
Narjis Khatoon shows no sign of being
pregnant?”

“It is as I tell you”, replied Imam
Hassan al-’Askari. Allah had
hidden the pregnancy as well
because the spies of the Caliph
even had maids in the house
spying to see if the wife of
Imam al-’Askari was preg-
nant.

Lady Hakima sat beside
Lady Narjis the whole
night waiting for the baby
to be born. Just before the
start of down when the sky
was still filled

with stars, '.
A



Lady Narjis showed signs of childbirth and Hakima narrates that
Imam Mahdi, the predicted child was born.
Imam Hassan took his son, who was born pure and purified and

said to him,

“Speak my son, by the power of Allah.
Speak O the proof of Allah!
O the successor of prophets and the last of Imams!
Speak o the master of the God-wary!”
And a miracle occurred. The child began speaking and recited:
In In the name of Allah the most Compassionate, the most Merciful
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“And We desired to show favor to those who were considered
weak in the land, and to make them Imams, and to make them the
inheritors (of the lands), and to give them power in the land, and
to show Pharaoh and Haman and their armies from them that of

which they were afraid.”

AsImam Mahdirecited these verses, tears fell from the eyes of Imam

.Hassan al-’ AskarT out of awe for the words of Allah and his promise

1. The Quran, 28: 5 —6.
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Once in a mosque in Iraq there was a man
called ‘Amr bin Ubayd who told people that
he did not believe in the need of an Imam.

A young student of Imam Ja’far al-Sadiq
(the Shia’s sixth Imam), whose name was
Hisham and was a clever young man,
asked Amr that if he was so sure that there
was no need of an Imam, could he please
answer some of his questions. Amr agreed.
Hisham: “Do you have eyes?”

‘Amr: “Yes, of course | have eyes.”
Hisham: “What is the use of your eyes?”
‘Amr: “They are to see with.”

Hisham: “Do you have ears?”

‘Amr: “Yes, I have ears.” :
Hisham: “What is the use of your ears?” —
‘Amr: “They are to hear with.”

Hisham: “What about your nose, your mouth?

‘Amr thought what foolish questions he was be-

ing asked.

Hisham: “Do you have a brain?”

‘Amr: “yes, | have a brain.”

Hisham: “Of what use is the brain to you?” ’*
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‘Amr: “It is with the brain that I am able to understand the informa-
tion received by all the other organs.”

Hisham: “Does that mean that although all the organs that you
have (eyes, ears, nose, and mouth) are healthy, they still cannot
work without the brain.

‘Amr: “Yes”

Hisham: “So, if Allah has made a brain to guide the organs in the
body, don’t you think that Allah would leave a guide (Imam) for all
the people of the world?”

‘Amr could not reply!

A lot of people may ask, “Why does the Quran is not enough and

we need an Imam as well?”

Some people say that the Holy Quran is enough to guide us and
that we don’t need an Imam. Some say that the Imam is in hiding
so how can he help us?

We know thatthe Imam is helping us, and that we definitely need him.
Even though there are millions of Muslims today, some still disagree
onwhatthe message ofthe Quranis, and for thatreason, we need some-
one who can tell us the exact meaning of the Quran and the messages
of it. Just like our eyes, ears, hands, and legs are useful, but depend
on the brain to instruct them, we need an Imam to make sure the Qu-
ran, and all Islamic teachings are understood and followed properly.

We also need somebody who can bring all the people together, so

60

that they do not fight.
When the Imam comes, he will need individuals who are prepared
enough to assist and help him. Will we be one of those individuals?
If the answer is “yes” then we need to do our best to prepare our-
selves so that when the Imam comes, we are ready to answer him
and be a part of his army that will establish true Islam and peace.
In everything we do, we should remember our Imam. We should
always ask ourselves if we are contributing to the mission of our
Imam or if we are the ones who are adding more trouble and mak-
ing the Imam sad?
We should try to speak about our Imam and Islam to our friends
and family and help each other prepare for his coming.
When we hear the names of any of the 14 infallible people, we
should ask Allah to send His blessings on them.
But remember that when we mention the name of Imam Mahdi
(may Allah hasten his coming.) then we must show him an even
more special respect.
We should:

e Bow our heads a little or put our right hand on our head that

indicates we are submissive to what he wants.
e Say “Allahumma ‘Ajjil Farajah” — This means ‘O Allah!
Make his return quicker!’

We all look forward to the day that Imam Mahdi comes and estab-
lishes peace and justice and true Islam all over the world.
We look forward to the times when human beings around the world
are not fighting and are not at war, but show love towards each other.
We should always pray for coming of our Imam in our lifetime and

hope that he will come before we die.
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The Final

)

Hearty Words ..

I grieve for the days that I forgot you and passed ”:

. with sin. Those days that I have recorded them in
" memories’ calendar by the pen of ignorance. I am |

O, the Imam of the Age! ll\-/Iy heart looks forward to
see you and awaits you enthusiastically. I extend my

. praying time till you pray for me at midnight when you

pray while people are asleep. Every day, I illumine the
~ lamp of my heart by praying for your appearance to
G  take place soon. My master, our hearts are impa-
. tiently waiting for your coming. Please
do come and brighten the

The time passed. The time passed and my heart con-
firms that you will definitely come. You will come and
burnish the rusty mirrors of centuries’ ignorance and si-
lence. You will come and by your presence, will bright-
en the hearts that are darkened since they have been
detached from you who are the source of Di-

vine light. You will come and I truly

know that one day the earth will

% . flourish gleefully under ¢
U, v

- ashamed and sorry but I am sure that the best day
\ s your appearance day. When will it come? I

& _ am waiting for that day. The day that this
b house of sorrows will become a
garden full of hope and _

Do happiness.

4

O Our final hope, Imam Mahdi! I want to say and write
about the corruption that has enveloped the world like a barbed
wire fence. | can see that manhood is imprisoned. I just say a little
about my pains to let you know how frustrated and tired I am. |
am tired of this cruel world. How can I hear the silent scream
of innocent and oppressed children and still remain silent?

I have been waiting for you since [ began to speak and
‘ 2 understand the meaning of my words. Please

come and terminate this waiting.
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Where is the distressed one who will be an-

swered if he makes arequest? (Nudbah supplication)



