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Preface

Today is 18 Dhul-hijjah, the day when the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him
and His Household) stayed at Ghadir Khum after his return from Hajjat-ul-
wada‘ to Medina. Surrounded by the Companions, he declared while raising
the hand of ‘Al al-Murtada (RA):
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Whoever has me as his master ‘Al7 is his master.

This was the declaration of ‘AlT’s spiritual sovereignty and its
unconditional acceptance is binding on believers till the Day of Judgement.
It clearly proves that anyone who denies ‘AlT’'s spiritual sovereignty in fact
denies the Prophet’ s spiritual sovereignty. This most humble follower of the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) felt that some people
deny thisreality partly out of ignorance and partly out of prejudice, whichis
spreading unnecessary tension and disunity in the Muslim community.
Under the circumstances | thought it necessary to write two pamphlets on
the issue of sovereignty and leadership: one titled as The Ghadir Declaration
and the other titled The Awaited Imam Mahdi (D). The former is designed
to clarify the status of ‘Ali (Peace Be Upon Him) as the opener of the
spiritual sovereignty and the latter is designed to describe the status of Imam
Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him), the seal of spiritual sovereignty. The main
purpose is to remove the doubts that have gathered around the issue and to
make the Muslims aware of the reality. The spiritual sovereignty of ‘Ali and

Mahdi (-5J) Legls) are proved by the authentic hadith-books of Ahl-us-

Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, in the form of continuous traditions, (that is, there is
uninterrupted evidence to endorse the soundness of the traditions). In the
first pamphlet | have included 51 traditions which are full authenticated and
referenced. The reason for this number is that this year | have completed 51
years of my life. Therefore, in order to gain blessings | have humbly used
this relationship as wasilah (intermediation) in the presence of ‘Ali (RA), so
that this meagre effort is accepted. (Amin)

In this preface | want to clarify the three types of legacy (inheritance)
handed down by the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Househol d):

The spiritual inheritance of ‘unapparent succession’ (spiritual khilafah).

The political inheritance of ‘external caliphate.’

The genera inheritance of ‘religious caliphate.’

The first form of inheritance was given to the members of the Prophet’s
family.

The second form of inheritance was given to the rightly-guided caliphs.

The third form of inheritance was given to other Companions and the
Successors.

The ‘unapparent succession’ is that fountainhead of Prophet
Muhammad’ s succession which not only safeguarded spiritual achievements
and hidden blessings of Islam, but also introduced the Ummah to spiritual
sovereignty, saintly rank of qutb and reformation through which the Ummah
benefited spiritualy.



The ‘externa caliphate’ is that fountainhead of Prophet Muhammad's
succession which led to the practical dominance of Islam as well as its
establishment as a practical system. This lead to governance and stability of
the Prophet’s din. It paved the way for the creation of different Islamic
states and practically introduced the shari‘ ah of Prophet Muhammad (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) as aworld system.

The ‘general caliphate’ is the fountainhead of Prophet Muhammad's
succession which promoted the Islamic teachings and proved the importance
of righteous deeds in the Muslim community. It not only helped in the
preservation of knowledge and piety among the Ummah but also in the
spread and propagation of Islamic morality. The three types of caliphate
may be summed up as:

Succession of spiritual sovereignty.

Caliphate of governance.

Caliphate of guidance.

Shah Walt Allah (ads (e &) i), a great scholar of the Indian

Subcontinent, has commented on this division of Prophet’s inheritance in
the following words:
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People who have received the Prophet’s inheritance are of three kinds:
‘The first kind is of those who received wisdom, piety and inner
enlightenment from him. These are the members of his family and other
specific personalities. The second group is of those who received the
inheritance of external enlightenment from him in the form of virtuousness,
and guidance. These are his senior Companions, eg the four caliphs and the
ten Companions who received the great news (of paradise from the Prophet
Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household)). The third group is
of those who received individual blessings from him in the form of
knowledge and piety. These are the people who were steeped in the virtue of
thsan (selflessness), like Anas and Abta Hurayrah, and the people who came
later.” The three forms of inheritance owe their origin to the finality of
messengership.

It may be noted that this division is based on convenience and special
status whereas each category of inheritance shares the qualities of other
inheritances of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household). Each
category has, in some shape or form, arelationship with the other.

In governance, Abtu Bakr as-Siddiq (RA) was the immediate deputy of
the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household).



In spirituality and sainthood ‘Ali al-Murtada (RA) was his directly
appointed deputy.

In guidance all of his Companions and Caliphs were his immediate
deputies.

As aresult, after the finality of prophethood, three horizons were set up
in order to facilitate the eternal continuity of the Prophet’s (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) blessing:

The first horizon is for the political inheritance of the Prophet (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household).

The second horizon is for the spiritual inheritance of the Prophet (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household).

The third horizon is for the educational and practical inheritance of the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Househol d).

The political inheritance of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household) was known as khilafah rashidah (the rightly-guided caliphate).

The spiritua inheritance of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household) was known as wilayah (spiritual sovereignty) and imamah
(spiritual leadership).

The educational and practical inheritance of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) came to be known as guidance and honesty.

Therefore, the first recipient of political inheritance was Abi Bakr as-
Siddiq (RA), the first recipient of spiritual inheritance was ‘Ali a-Murtada
(RA), and the first recipients of educational and practical inheritance were
the Companions. So al of them were immediate caliphs (heads of their
particular categories). There is no form of contradiction or rivalry between
the three.

The second important point to be noted is that the true status of the three
differs with regards to various issues, such as:

External caliphate’ isthe political office of Islam.

The ‘unapparent caliphate’ is exclusively a spiritual office.

The ‘external caliphate’ is an elective and consultative process.

The “unapparent caliphate’ is an inherent and selective act.

The ‘external’ caliph is elected by the people.

The ‘unapparent’ caliph is selected by God.

The political caliph is elected.The spiritual caliph is selected.

This is the reason that the first caliph Abt Bakr as-Siddig (RA) was
elected on the basis of ‘Umar Farag's (RA) proposal and the consensus of
the majority of the public. But the election of the first Imam of spiritual
sovereignty - ‘Al al-Murtada (RA) - required neither anybody’s proposal
nor a consensus.

Democracy was to be derived from the caliphate, which is why the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) did not announce who
will be the caliph after him. Spiritual leadership was an act of assignment;
therefore, the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) declared it
in the valley of Ghadir Khum.

The Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) left the election
of the caliph to the will of the people, but the spiritual leader (wali) was
selected by himself by the will of Allah.



External caliphate is established to perfect the worldly system.

Spiritual leadership is established to beautify it with the heavenly charm
and grace.

Caliphate makes men just.

Spiritual leadership makes them perfect.

Caliphate is confined to the floor (earth).

Spiritual leadership extends to the Throne (of Allah).

Caliphate is ineffective without officially taking office.

Spiritual leadership is effective even without taking office.

This is probably the reason why caliphate was entrusted to the Ummah,
and

Spiritual leadership was entrusted to the family of the Prophet (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household).

Therefore, there is no escaping (room for the denial of) political
leadership (khilafah; caliphate) nor of spiritual sovereignty (wilayah). The
direct caliphate of Aba Bakr as-Siddiq (RA) was established with the
consensus of the Companions and is categorically proven by history. The
direct spiritual sovereignty of ‘Ali al-Murtada (RA) was announced by the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) himself and is
categorically proven by mutawatir (unbroken chain of) traditions. The proof
of the caliphate is the consensus of the Companions and the proof of
spiritual sovereignty (wilayah) is the declaration of the Prophet (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household). One who denies the caliphate in fact denies
history and consensus, and one who denies the spiritual sovereignty
(wilayah) denies the Prophet’s declaration. Therefore, both the caliphate and
the spiritual leadership are inescapable realities. What is urgently needed is
aclear understanding of the reality of the two institutions in order to present
conformity rather than difference (clash) between the two.

It should be understood that just as the external caliphate started with the
rightly-guided caliphs and its blessings were passed on to the righteous and
just rulers, similarly the unapparent caliphate (spiritual sovereignty) started
with ‘AlT al-Murtada (RA) and its blessings were passed on to the members
of the Prophet’s family and perfected saints of the Ummah. By means of the

declaration - $Y5% % $Y5% &5 3 (whoever has me as his master ‘Al is

his master) - and - (s~ (._Q; ;e (Al isyour spiritual leader after me) -

the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) publicly declared ‘Al
(RA) as the opener of spiritual sovereignty.

Shah Wal1 Allah (ale s &l 22~)) in the chapter of wilayah says:
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In this Ummah the first person to open the door of spiritual sovereignty
(wilayah) is*AlT al-Murtada (ag>s Jbs & 25).
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The secret of the spiritual sovereignty (wilayah) of the Leader (‘AlT 5
ag>y Ll &) was passed down to his children.
3. Sl Ja..}'je ws &Py By Oy VI G Sl sl )/\ s..f&\.z
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Therefore, there is not a single saint in the Ummah who is not directly or
indirectly linked to the family of *Ali (RA) (to attain spiritual |eadership).
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The first person in the Prophet’s Ummah who opened the gate of self-
denial in (the most superior and powerful category of) spiritual sovereignty

and who took the first step on to this elevated spot is ‘AlT (ag>s b 2S).
That iswhy different orders (salasil) of spirituality return to him.
5. Shah Walt Allah («le s &) 1)) writes:

“Now whosoever receives wilayah (spiritual sovereignty) from the Holy
Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household), it is either
received through a relationship with Al al-Murtada (RA) or a relationship

with the Chief Helper (Ghawth-ul-A‘zam) Jilant (s lls & a>)). No one

can gain wilayah (spiritual sovereignty) by bypassing this process.”

It should be noted that the relationship with the Chief Helper (Ghawth-
ul-A‘zam) is in fact a chapter and a ray of the relationship with ‘Al1 al-
Murtada (RA).

Shah Isma'‘il Dihlawi has clarified this point:

“‘AlT a-Murtada (RA) also has superiority in a single dimension over
Abi Bakr as-Siddig (RA) and ‘Umar Farig (RA). This superiority lies,
firstly, in the greater number of his followers. Secondly, all categories of
wilayah (spiritual sovereignty) from his day till the end of time are only
possible through him. He has a say in the kingdom of the kings and the
leadership of the leaders and this is not hidden from those who are familiar
with the world of angels... Most spiritual chains are directly derived from
‘AlT al-Murtada (RA). So, on the Day of Judgement, ‘AlT’s army including
followers of high status and great reputation, will outnumber and outshine
others to be a source of wonder for all the spectators.”

‘Spiritual sovereignty’ (wilayah), within the Prophet Muhammad's
(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) Ummah, whose fountainhead is
‘AlT a-Murtada (RA), is directly shared by Fatimah, Hassan and Hussein

(P>l Lagde) and then through them it was passed down to the twelve

Imams (spiritual leaders), the last leader being Imam Mahdi (Peace Be
Upon Him). Just as *Ali al-Murtada (Peace Be Upon Him) is the opener of



spiritual sovereignty, Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) is the seal of
spiritual sovereignty.

The words of Shaykh Mujaddid Alf Thant Ahmad Sarhandi ( 1\ & A,
«\e) appropriately highlight the point:
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And there is another way close to spiritual sovereignty and this is the
way of al categories of saints of all levels. The path of mysticism
(tasawwuf) springs from this path and it also involves the status of self-
denial. Intermediation is proven in this process because ‘Ali a-Murtada
(RA) is the fountainhead of from which the Shaykhs of those on this path

gain al their blessings. And this grand office is reserved for him. On this
path, the feet of the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household)

are on ‘AlT’'s head whereas Fatimah, Hassan and Hussein (pu\ Logds)

share this status with him. | believe that he enjoyed this position even before
his physical birth, as he did after it. Whosoever has received the divine
blessings and guidance on this path, has received it through him, because he
is closest to the last point on this path and the centre of this spot belongs to
him. And when * AlT’ s period ended, the grand office was passed down to



Hassan and Hussein (Peace Be Upon Them). Then it was passed down to
the twelve Imams in the correct order one by one, the last of whom will be
Imam Mahdi (D). Whosoever received guidance in their life and after their
death, received it through these saints. These Imams are the source of all
blessing for even the high ranking saints (such as qutubs and nujaba’
because they are the centre of al spiritual activity) and no one can survive
without a link with the headquarters.

Shaykh Ahmad Sarhandi («ls (e & i) believes that Imam Mahdi

(Peace Be Upon Him) will share spiritual sovereignty (wilayah) with ‘Al1
al-Murtada (RA).

The gist of the discussion is that the Prophet’s declaration at Ghadir
Khum proved forever that *AlT’s spiritual sovereignty isin fact the Prophet
Muhammad’ s spiritual sovereignty. As the door of prophethood was closed
after the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household), Allah
(SWT) has opened new avenues for the continuation of the Prophet’s
blessingstill the Day of Judgement. Some were blessed by an external status
whilst others by an internal status. The hidden avenue is known as spiritual
sovereignty and ‘Al a-Murtada (RA) was its first Imam. Then this chain of
sovereignty was passed down to the Prophet’s family and finally to the
twelve Imams. Besides the twelve Imams there are thousands of other pious
individuals who reached the status of sainthood. They have held high ranks
of sainthood (such as ghawth, qutub) and have enlightened the lives of
millions of people through the internal light of wilayah, taking them out of
ignorance and astray. Yet al of them gained their spiritual status from the
spiritual sovereignty of ‘Ali al-Murtada (RA), be it directly or indirectly. No
one was self-sufficient and independent from the wilayah of ‘ AlT al-Murtada
(RA) and this chain will continue up to the Day of Judgement until the
appearance of the last Imam (spiritual leader) and the centre of spiritual
leadership. He will be Imam Muhammad Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him), the
twelfth Imam and the last caliph. In his person, the external and the
unapparent caliphates which ran parallel to each other will come together.
He will be the spiritual as well as the political inheritor, and he will be the
last person to hold the offices of khilafah and wilayah. Anyone who denies
Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) will deny both the external and
unapparent forms of 1slam.

This will be the climax of the exposure and disclosure of the Prophet
Muhammad's blessing. This is due to the fact that, he will be named
Muhammad and he will also resemble the Holy Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) in mora excellence. So the world should know
that this Imam is the recipient of both the external and internal inheritance
of the Prophet’s blessings. That is why the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him
and His Household) said, “Anyone who denies Mahdi will be a disbeliever.”

At that time, he will be the focus of al saints on earth, and, being the
leader of Prophet Muhammad’s Ummah, prophet ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him)
will offer his prayer behind him and in this way, he will announce his
|eadership to the whole world.
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So we should realize that ‘AlT al-Murtada (Peace Be Upon Him) and
Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) of the earth and heavens - the father and the
son - are both Allah’s friends and the Prophet’s inheritors. It is therefore
compulsory on every believer to acknowledge their exceptional status.

May Allah (SWT) give us the ability to gain blessings from these
fountainheads of wilayah. (Amin! with the intermediation of the Leader of
the Prophets (Peace Be Upon Him and His Househol d)).

Muhammad Tahir-ul-Qadri

One of the servants of Prophet's (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household) Family
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Section: 1-6

Section 1 : Imam Mahdt (Peace Be Upon Him) isthetrue
Imam and isfrom the family of Fatimah (Allah Be Pleased
With Her)
1.J}&L@s&\§¢)meiw T8 omd! (et 80 ) e
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“Sa'1d ibn Musayyab relates that he heard Umm Salamah (Allah Be
Pleased With Her) say: | heard the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) mention Mahdi. He said: yes, Mahdi is the Truth

(that is, his appearance is true and imminent) and he will be from the family
of Fatimah.”
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“Anas ibn Malik (RA) narrates. | heard the Messenger of Allah (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) say: we, the children of ‘Abd-ul-

Muttalib, will be the chiefs of the people of Paradise, that is, myself,
Hamzah, ‘Al1, Ja far, Hassan, Hussein and Mahdi.”
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“Umm Salamah (Allagh Be Pleased With Her) says that Allah's

Messenger (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) mentioned Mahdi
(and he said:) he will be from the children of Fatimah.”
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“‘A’ishah relates that the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His

Household) said: Mahdi will be from my children who will fight (to
establish) my sunnah as | fought according to the divine revelation.”
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“Sulayman ibn Habib says that he heard Aba Umamah (RA) narrate: The
Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: there
will be peace between you and Rome four times and the fourth time the
leader of the Romans will be a person belonging to the children of
Heraclius. This ‘peace’ will last seven continuous years. A man from ‘Abd
al-Qays, Mustawrid ibn Khaylan, asked the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household): who will be the Imam of the Muslims at
that time? He (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) replied: that person
will be from (my) children and he will be forty years old. His face will be
bright like a star and there will be a black beauty spot on his right cheek,
and he will be dressed in two cotton gowns and it will seem as though heis
exactly like one of the Children of Israel. He will rule for ten years, discover
treasures from beneath the earth and conquer the cities ruled by the
polytheists.”

6. sl 1B Wy ATy ade il o ) o ctis ) oy Sgras ol 8
oz (Sugall.

“‘ Abdullah ibn Mas'td (Legs b ) has related it from the Prophet

(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household): he said: The name of Mahdi will
be Muhammad.”

Section 2 : The Day of Judgment will not arrive before the
caliphate of Imam Mahdrt (Peace Be Upon Him)
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“Related by *Abdullah ibn Mas'iid (Legs &1 ) that the Messenger of

Allah’ (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: the world will not
seize to exist until someone from my family becomes the king of Arabia
whose name will be the same as my name (ie Muhammad).”
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“*Abdullah ibn Mas'td (Legs A 2 narrates that the Prophet (Peace

Be Upon Him and His Household) said: one of my children will be the
caliph and his name will be the same as mine.

“‘Asim said: Abi Salih related to us: Narrated by Abi Hurayrah (RA):
even if only one day remains before the end of the world, Allah will
lengthen the day to the extent that that person (ie Mahdi) becomes the
caliph.”

14
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“Umm Salamah (Allah Be Pleased With Her) says. | heard the

Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say: Mahdi
will be from my family and he will be from the children of Fatimah.”
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“Abii Nadrah narrates that we were with Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah ( & 2

Lw¢=) when he said: That time is near when neither dinars nor grain will be

brought to the natives of Syria. We asked: who will impose this restriction?
Jabir (RA) said: The Romans. Then he kept quiet for a while and said:
Allah’s Messenger (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) has said that a
Caliph (ie Mahdi) will appear in the last days of my Ummah and he will
give weadlth in vast quantities without keeping a record of it.

“Jurayri, the sub-narrator, said: | asked Aba Nadrah and Aba ‘Ala’: in
your opinion is ‘Umar ibn ‘Abd-ul-‘Azz, the Caliph mentioned in the
hadith? They replied: No (this Caliph will be someone other than ‘Umar ibn
‘Abd-ul-*Aziz).”

11, &y ade & oo 1 Jgsy JB 1J6 cais 1 g2y Syl o o 8
(s J.af O T (..? Ulgdeg 1ygrg Ll u’of}f\ s & sl psds :(,.L.ej
Ulgsg Ladl ks oS Yus g Uand LDlay 0.

“Narrated by Abti Sa'id Khudri (RA) that the Messenger of Allah (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) said: The Day of Judgment will not come
until the earth is filled with tyranny, exploitation and rebellion. Later, a
person (Mahdi) will be born from among my children who will fill the earth
with justice and equity. (It means that the Day of Judgment will not come
before the appearance of the Caliph Mahdi) as it wasfilled with tyranny and
rebellion.”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: Mahdi will be from my family, his
nose will be pointed and high and his forehead will be bright and shining.
He will fill the earth with justice and equity, just as (before it) it had been
filled with tyranny and transgression. The Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and
His Household) said, “he will live for,” then he stretched out his left (hand),
two forefingers and thumb of his right hand and joined the three (meaning
Mahdi will live for eight years).”
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“*AlT (RA) has related it from the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household): he (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: If only one
day was to remain for this world to stay in tact (Allah will lengthen the day
and) a person, (called Mahdi) from my family, will be born who will fill the
world with justice and equity just as (before him) it had been filled with
tyranny and oppression.”

Section 3 : Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) and Economic
Justice
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: Mahdi will be from me (ie from my
family), his face will be bright and shining and his nose will be pointed and
high. He will fill the earth with justice and fairness just as before him it was
filled with tyranny and oppression. (Meaning that before the caliphate of
Mahdi, tyranny and exploitation shall reign supreme in the world and there
will not be the slightest trace of justice and equity.)”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: (Near to the end of time) the earth will
be filled with tyranny and oppression and a person will be born from among
my children, and he will rule as Caliph for seven or nine years. (During his

caliphate) he will fill the earth with justice and fairness just as it was
previously filled with tyranny and injustice.”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) says that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) mentioned a great test that will face this
Ummah. A time will come when oppression will be at such a peak that there
will not be any refuge for any Mudim. Then Allah will raise someone from
amongst my children who will refill the earth with justice and fairness just
asit was filled with tyranny and oppression before it. All those living in the
heavens and earth will be pleased with him. The earth will produce as much
as possible, and Allah will pour down torrential rain from the sky. Mahdi
will live in this era (of prosperity, equity and justice) for seven, eight or nine
years. Prosperity will be on such a high that the people at the time will wish
that only if those who had passed before them and experienced misery and
oppression were aive.”
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“Narrated by ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ad (Legs b >,) that Messenger of

Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: if there was only one
night left for this world to stay in tact, Allah will lengthen it until a member
of my family becomes the ruler whose name will be the same as my name
and the name of his father will be the same as the name of my father. He
will fill the world with justice and fairness just as it was filled with tyranny
and exploitation. He will distribute things equally among the people and
Allah will also fill the hearts of the Ummah with content. He will rule for
seven or nine years. Then after the caliphate of Mahdi, there will be a total
end to goodness (and virtue).”

Section 4 : Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) and the Saints
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“Umm Salamah (Allah Be Pleased With Her) narrates that Messenger of
Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: People exactly equal
in number to the Companions of Badr (ie 313) will take the oath of
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allegiance on the hand of a person from my Ummah (Mahdi) between the
Black Stone and the Station of lbrahim (magam Ibrahim). Later on, the
saints of Iraq and the abdal (Substitutes) of Syria will also come to him (to
give the oath of allegiance).”
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“Narrated by Umm Salamah (Allah Be Pleased With Her), the wife of the
Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household), who says that the
Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: at the
death of a Caliph there will be a difference of opinion (between the Muslims
of Medina over the election of the new Caliph). One person (that is, Mahdi,
realising that the people might elect him as the caliph) will leave Medina for
Makkah. Some of the residents of Makkah (who will recognize him as
Mahdi) will come to him, and bring him out (of his home) against his will;
they will take the oath (of caliphate) on his hand between the Black Stone
and the Station of lbrahim (magam lbrahim). (When the news of his
caliphate will spread), an army will set out from Syria to wage war on him
(but before reaching him) it will be pushed down into the (treeless) ground
at Bayda' between Makkah and Medina. The abdal (Substitutes) of Syria
and the Saints of Irag will take the oath of caliphate on his hand. Later, a
Qurayshi (that is, Sufyant) person, whose maternal relatives will be from the
Kalb tribe, will send an armed force against them. They will prevail over the
invading army and this will be the Battle of Kalb. One who (does not take
part in the Battle of Kalb) has nothing to do with the booty will be in loss.
(After this conquest) the Caliph Mahdi will generously donate wealth
among the people and make them follow the sunnah of their Prophet (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household). Islam will be fully established on earth
(ie ISam will be dominant and accepted all over the world). Mahdi will
remain (as Caliph) for seven years, then he will die, and the Muslims will
attend his funeral.

“Abt Dawnd said: some transmitted from Hisham “nine years” and some
“seven years.”
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“Umm Salamah (Allagh Be Pleased With Her) relates. she heard the
Messenger of Allah’s (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say: there
will be difference of opinion over the death of the caliph (ie difference on
who should be appointed as the next Caliph. On seeing this) a person from
the tribe of Hashim (fearing he may be selected to take the burden of the
Caliphate) will leave for Makkah from Medina. Some people will come and
take him out of his house although he will resist it. Then they will take the
oath (of caliphate) on his hand between the Black Stone and the Station of
Ibrahim (magam lbrahim). (On hearing the news of their alegiance) an
army will set out towards them from Syria but it will be crushed into the
ground as it reaches Bayda’ (a plain between Makkah and Medina). After
this, the saints of Iraq and the abdal (Substitutes) of Syria will call on him.
Then a (Sufyani) person will come from Syria, his maternal relatives
belonging to the Kalb tribe, he will despatch his army to wage war on him.
Allah will defeat them, resulting in them facing a catastrophe. This is the
Battle of Kalb. So anyone who (does not take part in the Battle of Kalb and
as a result) does not share in the booty, will be in loss. Then the caliph
Mahdt will discover treasures and distribute them generously (among the
people). Islam will be fully established on earth. People will live (in this
state of prosperity and comfort) for seven or nine years (that is, people will
live in peace and comfort until the death of Mahdi).”
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“*Al1 (RA) relates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and
His Household) said: Mahdi will be from my family. Allah will turn him

overnight into a righteous person (that is, through His guidance, He will
raise him to the highest levels of sainthood).”

Section 5 : Imam Mahdit (Peace Be Upon Him) as Allah’s
Caliph
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“Thawban (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) said: Three persons will wage war near your
treasure. All three will be sons of the caliph and yet this treasure will not be
transferred to anyone of them. Then black flags will appear from the east
and they will wage war on you with such intensity that no nation had waged
war with such aggression before.

“(Thawban (RA) says:) then the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) said something (which | could not remember.)
Then the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: when you
people see him, you should take the oath of allegiance on his hand even if
you have to come dragging on snow. Indeed he will be the Caliph of Allah,
Mahdi.”

Necessary Clarification: Ibn Hajar ‘Asgalani comments in Fath-ul-bart
(13:78, 79) while quoting this tradition: If the treasure mentioned in this
tradition is the one referred to by Abti Hurayrah (RA) in this tradition:
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“The Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said:
The time is near when the river Euphrates (having dried up) will revea a
treasure of gold.”
Then this tradition clearly indicates that these events will occur at the
time of Mahdt’ s appearance.
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“Narrated by Hudhayfah (RA) that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: Mahdi will be from my family. His
complexion will be of an Arab and a physical structure of the children of
Israel. There will be a beauty spot on hisright cheek. His appearance will be
similar to a luminous star. He will fill the earth with justice just as it was
filled (before him) with injustice. Those in the earth and the heavens will be
pleased with his caliphate. The birds in the skies will aso be pleased.”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) relates from the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him
and His Household) that he said: Near to the end of time, a Caliph (Mahdi)
will come who will give their due rights to the people without recording it
(ie without keeping a record of who has received what).”

Section 6 : Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) and Ilamic
Dominance
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“Abu Tufayl relates from Muhammad ibn Hanafiyyah that he said: We
were sitting in the company of ‘AlT (RA) that a person asked him about
Mahdi. ‘Alt (RA) (pleasantly) said: go away. Then, counting seven on his
hand, he said: Mahdi will appear in the last days and (the dominance of non-
religious forces will be at such alevel that) anyone mentioning the name of
Allah will be killed. (At the time of Mahdi’ s appearance) Allah will gather a
party around him, just as the separate pieces of cloud are joined together and
Allah will create love (and unity) among them. They will neither fear
anyone nor will they unnecessarily favour anyone (meaning that they deal
with everybody equally). The people who will gather round the caliph will
number the Companions who had taken part in the battle of Badr (that is,
313). This party will have a special superiority which was not possessed by
anyone before them nor will anyone possess it after them. The number of
the people in this party will be the same as the Companions of Talit who
had crossed the (Jordan) canal in the company of Taldt.

“Abt Tufayl says that Muhammad ibn Hanafiyyah asked the audience:
Do you intend to join this party? | said: yes. He said, pointing toward the
two pillars (of Ka'bah): The appearance of caliph Mahdi will take place
between them. At this, Aba Tufayl said: By God! | shall not leave them
during my whole life. (The narrator says): accordingly, the death of Aba
Tufayl took place in Makkah.”
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“*Al1 a-Hilalt (RA) narrates that the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and
His Household) said to Fatimah (Allah Be Pleased With Her): | swear by the
One who has sent me with the Truth! Surely, the Mahdi of this Ummah will
be from among (the children of) these two, that is, Hassan and Hussein. At a
time when the world will be subject to chaos and turmoil, roads will be cut
off and people will attack one another, no elderly will show love to the
younger and no youngster will respect the elderly, then Allah will send a
person from among these two who will conquer the forts of disbelief and
open closed hearts. He will establish Islam in the last days of the Ummah as

| have established it in the early days (of this Ummah). He will fill the earth
with justice just as it was formerly filled with tyranny and persecution.”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) has narrated: | heard the Messenger of Allah
(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say: A person will appear from
my family who will preach my sunnah. Allah will pour down rain for him
from the skies and the earth will disclose (and throw out) its treasures for
him. The earth will be filled with justice and fairness because of him just as
it was filled before hand with tyranny and persecution. He will rule this
Ummah for seven years and he will descend at the Holy House (Bayt-ul-
Mugaddas).”
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“Abt Hurayrah (RA) has narrated: My beloved Abi al-Qasim (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said to me: The Day of Judgement will not

come until a person appears from my family who will confront the people

until they turn to the truth. | said: How long will he rule for? He said: Five
and two (years).”
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“Narrated by Jabir ibn * Abdullah (Legs by ) that Messenger of Allah

(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: There will be acaliph in my
Ummah who will generously distribute wealth without keeping a record of
it. And | swear by the One who controls my life! Certainly that the
dominance (of Islam) will return (that is, Islam will recapture its lost glory
and retrieve its status during his reign).”
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(5:1083, 1084 # 595); Haythami, Mawarid-uz-zam'an (6:133 #
1881); Khatib Tabrizi, Mishkat-ul-masabih, b. of fitan (turmoils)
3:171 (#5456); Hindi, Kanz-ul-‘ummal (14:265 # 38668); Suyiti, ad-
Durr-ul-manthar fit-tafsir bil-ma'thar (6:58); and Ibn ‘Asakir in
Tarikh Dimashq al-kabir (1:215, 216).

20- Tabarani related it in a-Mu‘jam-ul-awsat (2:90 # 1175), al-Mu'jam-
ul-kabir (23:390 # 930); Abt Dawad, as-Sunan, b. of Mahdi, 4:89
(#4287); Ibn Hibban, as-Sahih (15:158, 159 # 6757); Hakim, al-
Mustadrak (4:431 # 8328); Azdi, al-Jami* (11:371); and Haythami in
Mawarid-uz-zam'’an (6:133 # 1881).

Haythami said in Majma'-uz-zawa’id (7:315) that Tabarani related it in

al-Awsat and its men are those of (sahih) sound hadith.
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21-Ibn Majah related this Hassan (fair) hadith in as-Sunan, b. of fitan
(turmoils) 4:454 (#4085); Ahmad bin Hambal, al-Musnad (1:84);
Bazzar, a-Musnad (2:243 # 644); Abu Ya'la, al-Musnad (1:359 #
465); 1bn Abi Shaybah, a-Musannaf (7:513 # 37644); Daylami, al-
Firdaws (4:222# 6669); and Suyiti in ad-Durr-ul-manthar fit-tafsir
bil-ma thar (6:58).

22-1bn Majah narrated it in as-Sunan, b. of fitan (turmoils) 4:453
(#4084) with a sound chain of transmisson and its men are
trustworthy.

Ahmad bin Hambal related it in al-Musnad (5:277); Ru’yani, al-Musnad
(1:417#637); Dani, as-Sunan-ul-waridah fil-fitan (5:1032 # 548); Daylam,
al-Firdaws, (2:323#3740); Kinani, Misbah-uz-zujajah (4:204, 205 # 2440);
Hindi, Kanz-ul-‘ummal (14:263 # 38658); Suyiti, ad-Durr-ul-manthar fit-
tafsir bil-ma'thar (6:58); and Bayhaqgi in Dala’il-un-nubuwwah (6:515, 516).

Hakim graded it sahih (sound) according to the conditions of Bukhari
and Mudlim in al-Mustadrak (4:463, 464 # 8432), while Dhahabi confirmed
it.

Hakim aso narrated it with some different words at another place in al-
Mustadrak (4:502#8531).

23- Bukhart narrated it in as-Sahih, b. of fitan (turmoils) 6:2605 (#6702);
Mudim, as-Sahih, b. of fitan wa ashrat-us-sa‘ah (turmoils and the
conditions of the Last Hour) 4:2219 (#30/2894); Tirmidhi, al-Jami’-
us-sahih, chapters of sifat-ul-jannah (the description of Paradise)
4:326 (#2569); Abu Dawad, as-Sunan, book of malahim, 4:98
(#4313); Ahmad bin Hambal, al-Musnad (5:139, 140); Ibn Hibban,
as-Sahih  (15:87,88#6693,6694); Baghawi,  Sharh-us-sunnah
(15:34#4239); Hindi, Kanz-ul-‘ummal (14:203#38398); Suyiti, ad-
Durr-ul-manthar fit-tafsir bil-ma'thar (6:61); and lbn ‘Asakir in
Tarikh Dimashq al-kabir (7:234).

24- Suyiti related it in al-Hawi lil-fatawa (2:66); Daylami, a-Firdaws
(4:221#6667); and ‘Ajlawni in Kashf-ul-khifa’ wa muzl-ul-ilbas
(2:381#2661).

25- Suyiti narrated it in al-Hawni lil-fatawa (2:64); Ibn Abi Shaybah, al-
Musannaf (7:513 # 37640); Daylami, al-Firdaws (5:501 # 8918); Ibn
Hammad, al-Fitan (1:357 # 1032); and Suyti in ad-Durr-ul-manthar
fit-tafsir bil-ma thar (6:58).

Hakim graded it sahih (sound) according to the conditions of Bukhari

and Muslim in al-Mustadrak (4:554 # 8659), while Dhahabi confirmed it.

26- Suyati narrated it in al-Hawi lil-fatawa (2:66,67); Tabarani, al-
Mu‘jam-ul-kabir (3:57, 58 # 2675), al-Mu‘jam-ul-awsat (7:276, 277
# 6536); and Haythami in Majma' -uz-zawa’id (9:165).

27-Suyuti transmitted it in al-Hawi lil-fatawa (2:62); Tabarani, al-
Mu‘jam-ul-awsat (2:47# 1079); and Haythami in Majma’ -uz-zawa’id
(7:317).

28- Suyiti narrated it in al-Hawi lil-fatawa (2:62); Aba Ya'la, a-Musnad
(12:19 # 6665); and * Asgalant in al-Matalib-ul-*aliyah (4:343 #4554).
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Haythami says in Mgima'-uz-zawa'id (7:315) that Aba Ya'la narrated it
and Abt Zur'ah declared the sub-narrator, Marja bin Rija’, trustworthy,
while Ibn Mu‘in weakened him, and its other men are trustworthy.

29- Hakim graded it sahih (sound) according to the conditions of Muslim

in a-Mustadrak (4:454 # 8400), while Dhahabi kept quiet about it.

Haythami said in Majma' -uz-zawa’id (7:316) that Bazzar had related it,
and its men are those of (sahth) sound hadith.

Ibn Hammad narrated it in al-Fitan (1:362 # 1055); Suyiti, ad-Durr-ul-
manthar fit-tafsir bil-ma thar (6:56); and Bayhaqi in Dala’il-un-nubuwwah
(6:330,331).

Muslim related it with different words in as-Sahih, b. of fitan wa ashrat-
us-sa‘ah (turmoils and conditions of the Last Hour) 4:2234 (#67/2913);
Ahmad bin Hambal, al-Musnad (3:317); Hindi, Kanz-ul-‘ummal (14:263 #
38659); and Ibn Kathir in al-Bidayah wan-nihayah (4:599; 10:44).
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Section: 7-12

Section 7: Economic Prosperity and Fair Distribution of
Wealth
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) has narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) said: Mahdi will be born during the last
days of my Ummah. Allah will pour down heavy rain during his caliphate
and the earth will grow its produce in abundance, and he will distribute
things equally among the people. During his reign there will be plenty of

cattle and the Ummah will be held in great esteem. (After becoming the
caliph) he will live for seven or eight years.”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) has narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) said: | am giving you the good news of
the coming of Mahdi who will be sent down at a time when my Ummah will
fall prey to disputes and chaos. He will fill the earth with justice and fairness
just as it was filled (before him) with oppression and persecution. Those in
the earth and heavens will be pleased with him. He will distribute things
equally among the people (ie he will not discriminate against anyone). Allah
(during his caliphate) will fill the hearts of my Ummah with generosity. He
will provide justice to all (without any discrimination or preference). He
will ask his announcer to announce that if anyone required anything (they
should come to Mahdi. On hearing this announcement) no one from among
the Muslims except one person will stand up. Mahdt will ask him to go to
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the treasurer and tell him that Mahdi has ordered you to give me some
goods. (The man will go to the treasurer), the treasure will say to him: take
as much as you want. He will take (as much as he wishes) and will come out
of the treasury. He will, at that moment, be ashamed (of his act) and (will
say to himself), am | the greediest person in Muhammad’'s Ummah, or he
will say to himself that which is enough for others is not enough for me.
(Feeling guilty of his act) he will want to return the goods but it will not be
taken back. He will be told that, once we have given something we do not
take it back. So Mahdi will live for seven, eight or nine years with this
justice and fairness and distribution of wealth. Then after his (death) there
will be no goodness (comfortable life) for the living to enjoy.”
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“Abt Hurayrah (RA) has narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said while mentioning Mahdi: At minimum,
the duration of the caliphate of Mahdi will be seven years. It can aso be

eight or nine years. He will fill the earth with justice and fairness just as it
was filled with tyranny and oppression before it.”
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“Narrated by Jabir ibn *Abdullah (Legs o 2) that the Messenger of

Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: There will be a caliph
in my Ummah who will generoudly distribute wealth without keeping a
record of it. And | swear by the One who controls my life! Certainly, the
dominance (of Islam) will return (that is, Islam will recapture its lost glory
and retrieve its status during his reign).”
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“Abt Hurayrah (RA) has related that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: there will be Mahdi in my Ummah. If
(the duration of his caliphate is @) short (period) then it will be seven years,
otherwise, it will be eight or nine years. The prosperity of my Ummah will
be at such a high, the likes of which not experienced by it in the past. Rain
will pour down from the sky (as needed), the earth will grow as much crop
as possible and there will be no shortage of wealth. A person will stand and
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say: O Mahdi! Give me something. Mahdi will say him: take it yourself
(from the treasury according to your desires).”
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“Abt Sa'id Khudri (RA) has related that the Messenger of Allah (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) said: There will be Mahdi in my Ummah
who will be the caliph for at least seven years, otherwise for nine years. My
Ummah will be so prosperous in his period that it would not have
experienced such prosperity before it. The earth will grow every form of
crop and hold back nothing. During this period goods will be in such a high
quantity as a heap of grain on the threshing floor. Someone will stand up

and say: O Mahdi! Give me something. He will say: Take (as much you
like).”
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“Abt Sa'1id Khudri (RA) narrates: We asked the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) about happenings after him. We asked him: What
will happen after you? He said: There will be Mahdi in my Ummah who
will rule for five, or seven or nine, (the narrator is doubtful about the correct
period). | asked: what is meant by this figure? He said: (this figure means)
years. He said: (his period will be a period of blessing and prosperity.) A
person will come over to him and ask him: O Mahdi! Give me something,
give me something. So Mahdi will give him as many goods as he will be
ableto carry.”

Section 8: Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) will be
welcomed with Open Arms
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“(The famous tabi‘t (Successor)) Mujahid has narrated that a Companion
said: (The caliph) Mahdi will appear after the murder of ‘Nafs Zakiyyah'.
When ‘Nafs Zakiyyah' is murdered, those in the heavens and the earth will
be angry with the murderers. Later, the people will come to Mahdi and bring
him (with great pomp and show) as the bride is carried to her groom on
wedding night. He will fill the earth with equity and justice. (During his
caliphate) the earth will grow its crops as the skies pour down plenty of rain.
During his rule my Ummah will be blessed with so many favours that it has
never been blessed before.”

Necessary Clarification: A man known as Nafs Zakiyyah was
Muhammad ibn *Abdullah ibn Hussein ibn ‘Al ibn Abi Talib who revolted
against Abbasid caliph Mansir in 145 AH and was martyred. The tradition
does not refer to him. Here Nafs Zakiyyah stands for some other saint who
will come before Imam Mahdi.
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“Abt Hurayrah (RA) has narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: there will be Mahdi in my Ummah
who will rule for seven years if the period is short, otherwise for eight or
nine years. During Mahdrt’ s period, my Ummah will be so prosperous that it
will not have experienced such prosperity before it. The sky will pour down
torrential rain and the earth will yield its entire produce. Goods will be lying
like a heap of grains on the threshing floor. One man will stand up and say:
O Mahdi: give me something. So he will say: take (as much as you like).”
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Narrated by ‘Ali (RA), he said: | said (to the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household)): O Messenger of Allah (sl lds b =2)! Will
Mahdi be from us, the family of Muhammad or from others? He said: no,
but he will be from among us, Allah will re-establish Islam through him as
he did so (in the beginning) through us. These people will be rescued from
mischief through us (Mahdi) as they have been saved from polytheism. And
through our means (Mahdi) Allah will create love in their hearts after the

hatred of mischief as He created love in their hearts after the hatred of
polytheism. And through our means people will become brotherly amongst
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each other after the rivalry of turmoils as they have done so in Islam after
therivalry of polytheism."

Section 9: Prophet ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him) and Imam
M ahdi (Peace Be Upon Him)
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“Abt Hurayrah (RA) has narrated that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: what will be the state (of your joy) at
the time when ‘Isa ibn Maryam will descend (from the heavens) and your
Imam will be from among you.”

Explanation: It means that ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him), at the time of
descent, will offer his prayers in congregation but he himself will not be the
Imam but a member of the Ummah, that is, caliph Mahdi. Accordingly, Ibn
Hajar ‘Asgalani with reference to Abt al-Hassan Aburri’s Managib ash-
Shafi‘1 writes: there are continuous traditions in its support and ‘Isa (Peace
Be Upon Him) will offer one prayer behind caliph Mahdi.
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“Narrated by 1bn Jurayh: Abt Zubayr reported to me: He heard Jabir ibn

‘Abdullah (Legs by 2,) saying: | heard the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be

Upon Him and His Household) saying: A section of my people will not
cease fighting for the Truth successfully till the Day of Resurrection. He
said: ‘Isa ibn Maryam would then descend and the leader of the Muslims
will say: come and lead us in prayer, but he will say: “No, some amongst
you are leaders over others. This is the honour from Allah for this nation”
(ie prophet ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him) will decline the offer of leading the
prayer due to the high status given by Allah to this Ummah).”
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“Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (Legs b 2,) harrates that the Messenger of Allah
(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: when Islam (ie the state of
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the Ummah) becomes weak, Dajjal will appear - and after giving details
about D4gjjal - he said: After sometime, ‘Isa ibn Maryam will descend (from
the heaven) and in the morning (that is, at pre-dawn) he will call out: O
people! What is stopping you from fighting with this evil pretender (Dajjal)?
People will say: he appears to be a supernatural creation (jinn), but as they
will move forward they will see ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him). Then it will be
time for prayer, so their leader will say: O Allah’s Spirit: come forward (and
lead the prayer). He will say: “Your Imam should lead you” (and at that
time the Imam will be Mahdi). When the people will finish their Dawn
prayer, they will leave (under the leadership of ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him))
to fight Dajjal. When ‘Isa will see the Liar (D4jjal), he (ie Dgjjal, out of
fear) will start melting as salt meltsin water.”
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“Abt Umamah Bahili (RA) has related (a long tradition) from the
Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) in which a
female Companion Umm Sharik bint ‘Abi al-‘ Akar (Allah Be Pleased With

Her) said: O Messenger of Allah (oly &UTs cLls b ~)! Where will the

Arabs be at that time, (why will the Arabs not come out in support of the
Ummah)? The Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household) said: the Arabs will be in small number, and most of these will
be in the Sacred House and their Imam will be a highly pious person (named
Mahdi). When their Imam will come forward for Dawn prayer, at that time
‘Isa will descend (from the heaven). The Imam will retreat and give way to
him so that ‘Isa can lead people in the prayer. ‘Isa placing his hand between
the Imam’s shoulders will say: step forward and lead the prayer because the
igamah was said for you. Then their Imam (Mahdi) will lead the prayer.”
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“Uthman ibn Abi a-‘As (RA) directly narrates that the Messenger of
Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: prophet ‘Isa ibn
Maryam will descend (from the heaven) at the time of Dawn prayer (fajr)
and the leader of the people will request him: O Allah's Spirit! (Come
forward and) lead us in prayer. ‘Isa will say: “you are the people of
Muhammad's Ummah. Some amongst you are leaders over others. So move
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forward and lead us in prayer.” The leader of the Muslims will come
forward and lead the prayer.”
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“‘ Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (RA) says that ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him) will
descend after Mahdi and will offer (one) prayer behind him.”
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“Abt Sa'1d Khudri (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be
Upon Him and His Household) said: there will be a person from this

Ummah and ‘Isa ibn Maryam (sl Legde) will pray behind him.”
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“Hudhayfah (RA) relates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household) said: When Mahdi will appear ‘Isa ibn Maryam
will descend and it will seem as though water is dropping from his hair. At
that time Mahdi, addressing him, will say: please come forward and lead the
people in prayer. Prophet ‘Isa will say: the igamah was said for you;
therefore, you will lead the prayer. Accordingly, ‘Isa will offer this prayer
behind a man from my family (Mahdi).”

48. wipp g 03t S 529 A1 0da o (Sgall 1B (e ) 5.

“Ibn Sirin relates that (Imam) Mahdi will be from this Ummah and will
lead ‘Tsa ibn Maryam (Leg:s &b ) in prayer.”

Section 10: Obedience of Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him)

will be Compulsory
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“Shahr ibn Hawshab (RA) narrates that the Messenger of Allah (Peace

Be Upon Him and His Household) said: In (the month of) Muharram, an

announcer will call out from the heaven: beware! Surely, (be informed that)

such a person has been chosen by Allah, so listen to him and obey him
during the year of uproar and turmoil.”
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“Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (Legs b 2,) harrates that the Messenger of Allah

(Peace Be Upon Him and His Househol d) said: whoever denies (the coming
of) Dajjal, has surely committed disbelief, and whoever denies (the coming
of) Mahdi has (also) committed disbelief.”
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“‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (Legs by 2y) narrates that the Messenger of

Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: Mahdi will come and
there will be a turban on his head. There will be an announcer who will
proclaim: thisis Mahdi, Allah’s caliph, so follow and obey him.”

Section 11: Circumstances Surrounding Imam Mahdr' s
Arrival
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“Related by Sulayman ibn ‘Isa (Leg:s &b ). | was informed that the

Ark of the Covenant will emerge from Tabariyyah Sea through the efforts of
Imam Mahdi. It will be placed before him at the Sacred House. When the
Jews will see this (Ark), all of them except afew will embrace Islam.”
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“Ka'b (RA) has narrated: A comet with a bright tail will appear from the
east before the appearance of Imam Mahdi.”
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“Sharik (RA) has related: | was informed that before the appearance of
Mahdi there will be lunar eclipse twice in the month of Ramadan.”
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“*Al1 (RA) said: when the announcer will announce that the truthisin the
family of Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household), at that
time everyone will be talking about Mahdt's arrival and his love will be fed
into them (in such a manner) that they will talk of nothing else but him.”
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“Abut Jalad (RA) narrates: a disruption will arise which will be followed
by another disruption. The first will be related to the second disruption as
the lace isjoined to its whip (meaning they will be closely related, either the
second will immediately follow the first or their content will be similar).
Then there will be the (disruption of) swords. It will be followed by another
disruption in which all forbidden things will be declared permissible. Then
the caliphate will come about, through the best person amongst the people.
If will come about whilst he is sitting at home.”
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“*Abdullah ibn ‘Amr (RA) narrates: people will perform the pilgrimage
together and will gather at ‘Arafat without the Imam. So at Mina during
their descent a revolt will pounce upon them like a dog (due to which) the
tribes will pounce on one another. They will kill one another until the valley
begins to flow within blood. (In this worried state) they will go to the best
person amongst them to seek his refuge while he will be crying with hisface
touching the ka'bah as (the narrator says) | am looking at his tears. So they
will request him: please come! We want to take an oath of loyalty on your
hand. He will say: it is very sad that you have broken so many promises and
have shed so much blood. So, unwillingly, he will accept their oath. So
when you find that person, you should take the oath on his hand because he
will be Mahdi on earth as well as Mahdi in the heavens.”

Section 12: Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him) asthe L ast
Caliph
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“It is narrated by Jabir ibn Samurah (RA): | heard the Messenger of
Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say: Islam will remain
established until twelve caliphs have ruled over you. The Ummah will be
united on al of them.
“Then | heard the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say
(something) which | could not understand. | asked my father: what is he
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saying? He told me that he had said: all (the twelve caliphs) will be from the
Quraysh.”
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“Jabir ibn Samurah (RA) has narrated that he heard the Messenger of
Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) say: Islam will remain
dominant until twelve caliphs have passed.” Jabir (RA) said: (at this) people
said (loudly:) “Allah is the greatest” and it became noisy al around. Then
the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said something
quietly. | asked my father: O father! What did he say? (My father told me:)
he said, “All those (twelve caliphs) will be from the Quraysh.”
Imam Suyati comments on Abi Dawiad’ s narration in al-Hawi lil-fatawa
(2:85):
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“Abt Dawid has devoted a chapter to Imam Mahdi in his book as-Sunan
(4:86). In the beginning of the chapter a narration of Jabir ibn Samurah
(RA) is given. The Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household) said: “until twelve caliphs have passed, on whom this Ummah
will unite.” According to another tradition, “this din will remain dominant
till the twelve caliphs have passed and al of them will be from the
Quraysh.”

“In this chapter Abt Dawid has referred to the opinion of scholars who
believe that Imam Mahdi is one of those twelve caliphs.”

The conclusion Suyiti has drawn from this is that Imam Mahdt will be
the twelfth and last Imam on this earth.

Aba Dawaud, after introducing the chapter with these two traditions, has
included the following narration:
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“Narrated by Umm Salamah (Allah Be Pleased With Her) that she heard
the Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) saying:
Mahdi will be from my family and from the children of Fatimah.”
Before it he has described the tradition which says that even if only one
day remainsin the arrival of the Day of Judgment, Allah will send a person
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(named Mahdi) from the Prophet’ s family who will fill the earth with justice
and fairnessjust as it was formerly filled with tyranny and affection.
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“Abi Sa'1id (RA) has narrated that the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and
His Household) said: In the last days when so many disruptions will appear,
at that time there will be a person called Mahdi. His contributions will be
(very) pleasant.”
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“Zuhri has narrated: when Sufyan’'s (army) and Mahdt's army will face
each other for battle, on that day a voice will be heard from the sky:
‘beware! Surely, the friends of (Imam) Mahdi are the friends of Allah.’

“And Asma’ bint ‘Umays said: the sign of that day will be that a hand
will be seen hanging from the sky which (all) the people will see.”

62. oo ol sigadl shazes JT Laal 1l Jgy by 1B 1B s il o2y Jo 0
LS il o Ogdily Ly by o LS colll 4 A vy oo o Y IJUER CU b
dny gl AT LaS sl G5l oy gl o A Ay gy 21 e 19
501 3glus day Vool LS Ulgs ] Auadll 85lhs g Ogoemay Ly 8,301 dglis
s (& Ulg=.

Narrated by ‘AlT (RA), he said: | said (to the Prophet (Peace Be Upon

Himand His Household)): O Messenger of Allah (slws Ells b ) Wil

Mahdi be from us, the family of Muhammad or from others? He said: no,
but he will be from among us, Allah will re-establish Islam through him as
he did so (in the beginning) through us, and these people will be rescued
from mischief through us (Mahdi) as they have been saved from polytheism.
And through our means (Mahdi) Allah will create love in their hearts after
the hatred of mischief as He created love in their hearts after the hatred of
polytheism. And through our means people will become brotherly amongst
each other after the rivalry of turmoils as they have done so in Islam after
therivalry of polytheism."
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“Artah has narrated that a person (Mahdi) will appear from the Prophet’s
family who will fight in the city of Rome and he will be the last leader
(Imam) of Muhammad's Ummah. Dajjal will appear in his time and in his
time also ‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him) will descend (from the heaven).”

“Imam Suyati in al-Hawi lil-fatawa (2:80) after listing the signs of the
arrival of Imam Mahdi, comments:
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“All these signs which | have summarised from the book “al-Fitan” by

Nu‘aym ibn Hammad who was a hafiz (of hadith) and one of the teachers of
Imam Bukhari.”
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“Jabir ibn ‘Abdullah (Legs A ) narrates that the Prophet (Peace Be

Upon Him and His Household) said: In my Ummah, soon, there will be a
caliph who will distribute goods generously without keeping a record of
who has received what.”
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“Narrated by Jabir ibn *Abdullah (Legs o 2) that the Messenger of

Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: There will be a caliph
in my Ummah who will generoudly distribute wealth without keeping a
record of it. And | swear by the One who controls my life! Certainly that the
dominance (of Islam) will return (that is, Islam will recapture its lost glory
and retrieve its status during his reign).”
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“Narrated by ‘Abdullzh ibn Mas'id (Legze &) o)) that Messenger of

Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) said: if there was only one
night left for this world to stay in tact, Allah will lengthen it until a member
of my family becomes the ruler whose name will be the same as my name
and the name of his father will be the same as the name of my father. He
will fill the world with justice and fairness just as it was filled with tyranny
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and exploitation. He will distribute things equally among the people and
Allah will aso fill their hearts with content. He will rule for seven or nine
years. Then after the caliphate of Mahdi, there will be a total end to

goodness (and virtue).”
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Glossary
we & 2. radiyallahu “anhu - Allah be pleased with him: used after the

name of Companion of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Househol d).

PN > radiyallahu ‘anha - Allah be pleased with her: used after the

name of a female Companion of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Household).

s A ead) radiyallahu ‘anhum - Allah be pleased with all of them:

used after the names of more than two male Companions of the Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him and His Household).

Legs 4 2, radiyallahu ‘anhuma - Allah is pleased with both of them;

used after the names of two Companions of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon
Him and His Household), irrespective of their gender.

e’y\--d\ ake: ‘aayh-is-salam - (May Allah shower His peace on him): used
after the name of Allah’s messenger, prophet and angel.

gM\ logde: ‘alayhim-as-salam - (May Allah shower His peace on both
of them): used after the names of two messengers, prophets and angels.

<..L~5 a7y ads A &~ sdlalahu ‘aayhi waalihi wa sallam - Allah bless

and send peace on him and his children: used after the name of the Last
Messenger of Allah (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household).

abdal: pl. of badal. lit. Substitutes. A person by whom Allah continues
the world in existence as mentioned in the traditions. Their number is
seventy, of whom forty live in Syria and thirty elsewhere. When one dies
another takes his place, being appointed by Allah.

athar: pl. athar. lit. relating. Generally used for a narration related from
one of the Companions, rather than from the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him
and His Household), which is known as hadith.

caliphate: khilafah. This is the political system of Islam, its head the
caliph/khalifah is the successor of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Himand His
Household) in this regard.

din: it isan Arabic word used for Islam. It is more specificially used for
the religion and revealed books of the prophets and the messengers. It is a
comprehensive term covering not only religious practices and rituals but
also appliesto all aspects of life and provides guidance for it. While madhab
(religion) is restricted to man’s spiritual life and deals with its relationship
with God alone.

dinar: an ancient gold coin.

fajr: dawn or early morning before sunrise; morning prayer.

ghawth: lit. one to whom we can cry for help. A mediator; a title given
to asaint of the highest order.



hadith: pl. ahadith. lit. tradition. The sayings, practice and approved
traditions of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His
Househol d).

hafiz: lit. a guardian or protector. (1) one of the names of God, al-Hafiz.
(2) agovernor, guardian of the Makkan temple. (3) one who has memorized
the whole of the Qur’an. (4) one who has memorized one hundred thousand
traditions.

hasan: a hadith, narrated by a reliable chain of narrators though not
reaching the grade of sahih (sound) hadith, but records a complete chain of
narrators up to the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household).

Imam: (1) one who leads people in prayers; (2) an eminent Islamic
scholar; (3) spiritual leader of the Muslims. There will be total of twelve
such Imams, the first being Imam *Ali (Peace Be Upon Him) and the last
Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him).

igamah: acall smilar to the adhan (the call to prayer), said immediately
before a congregational prayer.

‘Isa (Peace Be Upon Him): name of Allah’s penultimate messenger,
Jesus. He will come down from the heavens during the time of Imam Mahdi
(Peace Be Upon Him).

ka'bah: a cube-shaped building at the centre of al-Magjid-ul-Haram (the
great mosgue at Makkah) towards which al Muslims face in prayer. It is
also known as the House of Allah.

magam | brahim: the stone at Makkah within the boundary of al-Magjid-
ul-Haram, which has the impression of the footprints of the Prophet Ibrahim
(Peace Be Upon Him). This is the stone on which Ibrahim (Peace Be Upon
Him) stood while he and his son, the Prophet Isma‘il (Peace Be Upon Him),
were building the ka' bah.

M aryam: the mother of prophet ‘Isa; Mary.

sahih: sound. A hadith with an unbroken chain of narrators ranging from
the Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) and
approaching an era through reliable narrators without being shadh (odd) or
mu‘allal (faulty) in between the two cross relaters.

shart ah: lit. road. It isalegal system of a nation based on the revelation
of their prophet/messenger. The last shart ah isthat of 1slam that replaces all
previous shart* ahs.

spiritual leader ship: imamah. This status will be held by twelve Imams,
the first of which was ‘Al1 al-Murtada (Peace Be Upon Him), and the last
Imam Mahdi (Peace Be Upon Him).

spiritual sovereignty: wilayah; sainthood. A special spiritual status
which raises the person above that of normal people. There are various
levels and grades of wilayah such as ghawth, qutb, etc.

sunnah: pl. sunan. lit. the path, way or aform, the customary practice of
aperson or agroup of people. It has come to refer amost exclusively to the
legal way or ways, orders, statements and acts of worship, etc., of the
Prophet Muhammad (Peace Be Upon Him and His Household) which have
become the models to be followed by Muslims.
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tabi‘t. someone who has met a Companion of the Holy Prophet (Peace
Be Upon Him and His Household) in the state of iman (faith) and died as a
believer.
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