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The Supreme Leader of Islamic Republic

If we liken the human com-
munity throughout history
to a caravan which is taking
a specific path, then we are
faced with this question:
What is the destination of
this caravan?

The answers that religions
provide are very similar. All
of them believe that this
caravan will reach a favor-
able, sweetand pleasant des-
tination in the end and the
main characteristic of this
destination is justice. Jus-
tice has been humanity's
general request from the
first day until today and it
will remain its main request
until the end. Humanity is
after justice. It has never
changed its mind about thi

request and at the : this
request will be met.
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Have we ever asked ourselves, why

the Imam has not come yet? It is

more than twelve hundred years

since the Imam's occultatton and

still he is hidden. The answer may

become more clear if we pay atten-

tton to a determinant point:

God is the source of an unlimited

mercy and grants as much of His

mercy as required to anyone who is

worthy. If someone deserves to receive a

specific amount of blessing, intellechrally it

is impossible for God not to give him that.

God is not stingy. He is all-Wise and would not

do anything without reason. Also He is always

ever fully aware of everything. Therefore, if some-

one is deprived from a mercy it is for a problem that
exists within himself.

The presence of the Imam is the greatest mercy of God,
but it has been taken away from us for a long period of
time. This privation is done to us, only because of what
people do in this world. If we realize the problem and try to
remove it, the Imam comes immediately.

Editor in Chief: Sayyed Abd-al-Mahdi Tavakol
Smtavakol@gmail.com
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Imam Muhammad bin Ali al-Jawad
said, "... Indeed al-Qaim (the Up-
riser! is from among US (the House-
hold of the Prophet) and he is al-
Mahdi, the one whom it is obliga-
tory to wait for during his occulta-
tion and obey during his advent and
he is in the, third generation of my
progeny..."

[Kamal al-DlIn, V. 2, p. 377.]






Surah al-Anfal, verse 7

God in Surah al-Anfal, verse seven, reminds the believers of the battle
of Badr (which is one of the Islamic battles took place at the hme of the
Prophet) when the divine promise to make the Moslems victorious was
fulfilled and the believers won the battle. Here God says.



"(Remember, o the believers!), When Allah promised you one of the two
groups - that it would be yours - and you wished that the tmarmed one
would feeyours. ButAllah intends to establish the truth hy His words and
to eliminate the disbelievers.” 1

1. To understand the real meaning of this verse requires to know the story of the
Battle of Badr which is a long story. Those who are interested can refer to Tafsir books.



Although this verse refers to a specific event that took place in the
early Islamic period, this part of the verse (ButAllah intended to esfah-
lish the truth by His words and to eliminate the disbelievers) implies
that for sure, the truth will be established throughout the world finally.
Also in the next verse, God emphasizes this divine promise and states,

» «

"That He should establish the truth and abolish falsehood, even if the
criminals dislike it."

An explanatory nareation:

According to many authentic tradifions, this significant event will take
place at the End of the Time by Imam al-Mahdi. For instance we read
in a narration,

1



Itis narrated from jabir to have said, "l asked Imam al-Bagqir (the Shi'a
fifth Imam) about the meaning of "ButAllah intends to establish the
truth by His words and to eliminate the disbelievers "and the Imam re-
plied, "Indeed, God has willed it so, but it has not been achralized
yet." Then the Imam continued, "This part of the verse saying. "He
should establish the truth™ means that God will fulfill this promise per-
fectly by the Prophet's progeny; and "By His words" refers to a deeper
layer of the verse and points to Imam Ali since he is the word of
Allah." Then the Imam adds, "And to eliminate the disbelievers"
refers to the Umayyad who are infidel and they will be cut off in prog-
eny by God and the word "the truth” where God says, "That He
shoiild establish the truth™ points to the Prophets household when the
Upriser (Imam al-Mahdi) arises; and this part of the verse saying,
"And abolish falsehood" means that the Umayyad (and those who are
like them in belief) will be abolished by the upriser and it will be done
when he appears. Thisis why God says, "7hat He should establish the
truth and abolish falsehood/ even if the criminals disliked it."

[Tafsir al-Ayyashi: v 2/p. 50.]

1. This narrafion was issued in a time when Umayyad were the absolute rulers
in Medina and nobody anticipated that they would be dethroned. This proph-
ecy has been actualized since no one now is found to be from the progeny of the
Umayyad.



To remember the divine aid is
encouraging:

Those who are with God enjoy His
divine aid. An example of it, took place in
the event of Badr battle. But the promise
of God to help those who are with Him is
not hmited to this battle. This promise is
general and, in each period of tinre, has
some examples. It, of course, will be en-
couraging to know that if we do our re-
sponsibility and, besides it, rely on God's
aid, we will be supported by Him. This
divine aid will become fully manifest
when Imam al-Mahdi appears. It better
words, the appearance of the Imam is the
biggest example of God's aid.

Using simple present tense
means continuation:

All of the verbs used in the first verse are
in simple present tense that points to an
action that is repeatedly done; not some-
thing that just takes place once. Because of
this, the sentence "Allah intends to estab-
lish the truth by His words and to elimi-
nate the disbelievers” refers to the custom
of God in the universe. Therefore, al-
though Moslems at the time of the Proph-
et won the battle of Badr, again the Mos-
lems will suppress the oppressors. But,
the final and the most widespread victory
will be fully gained when Imam al-Mahdi
comes. In conclusion, these two verses
contain this main point that God has
promised people to establish the truth in
the earth. This divine goal has not already
been achieved fully and just sometimes
partially was fulfilled, but it will happen
in the fuhrre for sure because the divine
promise will not be false at all.



Sheikh al-Saduq

Abu Jafar, Muhammad bin Ali
bin al-Husayn bin Babiwayh
al-Qummi known as Sheikh
al-SadUq was bom during the
Minor Occupation after the year
305 A.H. (917 A.D.) in Qum. As
his time was close to the Infal-
lible Imams, with that opportu-
nity he compiled many of their
narration. He was one of the
greatest scholars of Islam and
the leading Shia narrators of the
10th century (A.D.) whose repu-
tation for honesty earned him
the title al-SadUg (meaning "a
very trustful man™).

His father, Ali bin al-Husayn bin
Babiwayh, was a supreme
Sheikh, a supreme jurisprudent,
and the most trusthd of the schol-
ars of Qum in his time.

Imam
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The Blessed Newborn

According to Sheikh al-TUsi,
Sheikh al-Saddqg's father had
gotten, married, with .his cousin,
but he didn't have any children
so, he asked Muhammad bin Ali
al-Aswad to tell Abu al-Qa. im
al-Husayn bin RUh (the third spe-
cial deputy) to ask Imam al-Mah-
di to pray Allah, for giving hima
male baby...The answer from
the side of the Imam was,

"You will not have a child from
this wife of your, but soon will
marry someone else and you will
be given two male babies and
they will become expertin Islam-
icknowledge."
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His Death and Tomb

Sheikh al-Saduq passed'away in the
year 381 A.H. (991 A.D.). He was
more than seventy years old. He
was buried in the city of Ray near
the tomb of Abdul-Azim al-Hasani,
Today his tomb is one of the famous
shrines whom are frequently visited
by people who seek blessings there.
His magnificenttomb having a tow-
ering dome was built around 1238
A. H. (1823 A.D.) by the order of
Sultan Fath Ali Shah Qajar after the
strange incident that had happened
there. In this year, the tomb of
Sheikh al-SadUq was damaged with
heavy rains as a result of which
there developed a crack. When reno-
vation began and the gap was exam-
ined closely, it was found that it led
to an underground chamber in
which the last remains of the Sheikh
were placed.
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In this chamber, people saw an el-
egant dead body which was half
covered but the private parts were
not exposed. It was a huge body
and the nails showed henna color-
atton and around, the body lay
twisted dusty threads of the
shroud cloth, this news spread all
over the city of Tehran and even
reached the king (Fath Ali Shdh).
Sothe King, decided to see for him-
self and he reached the tomb with
some ofhis courtiers. Since the offi-
cers advised that the King himself
does not enter the burial chamber,
he deputed some reliable persons
to go down and report the facts to
him. At last, the tnrth of the mira-
cle was confirmed for him and he
finally ordered that the crack be
filled and the tomb be renovated in
the most magnificent way.

[Refer to Sheikh Abbas al-Qummi,
al-Fawaid al-Razawtyyah, v. 2, p. 876.)



The Sunni "Ulamas
and the Birth
of Imam al-Mahdi

Written in Farsi By: Ayatullah Ibrahim Ammi
Translated by: Dr. Abdulazlz Sachedina



There are some Sunni scholars who have related the
event of the birth of Imam al-Mahdi and have accept-
ed and recorded this event in their books. For in-
stance:

(1) Muhammad bin Talhah ShafeJ writes, "Abu
al-Qasim Muhammad bin al-Hassan (Imam al-Mahdi)
was bom in the year 258 A.H. (873 A.D.) in Samaira.
His fathers name was al-Hassan. Among the titles tof
this last Imaml are: al-Hujjah (a proof from God), al-
Khalaf al-salih (the righteous offspring) and al-
Muntazhar (the awaited one)." Following this state-
ment he has related several traditions on the subject
of al-Mahdi, with the concluding statement: "These
hadith-reports confirm the existence of Imam al-Has-
san al-'AskarTs son, who is in concealment and will
appear later.”

(Matalib al-Su'ul (1287 A.H. edition), p. 89)



(2) Muhammad bin Yfisuf, following his entry on
the death of Imam al-Hassan al.’Askari, says, ""He
did not have any child beside Muhammad. It is
said that he is the same as the Awaited Imam
(whose title is al-Mahdi)."

(Kifayat al-Talib, p. 312)

(3) Ibn-e- Sabbagh Maliki writes, ""Section Twelve,
on the life of Abu al-Qasim Muhammad, al-Hujj-
ah, al-Khalaf al-salih, the son of Abu Muhammad
al-Hassan (the eleventh Imam). He is the twelfth
Imam of the Shia." Then he has recorded the his-
tory of the Imam and has related the traditions
about him.

(Al-Fusul al-Muhimmah (Second edition), p. 273
and 286)



(4) Yusuf bin QazUghli, after writing his account of
the life of Imam al-Hasan al-'Askari, says, "His
son's name is Muhammad, and his patronymic is
Abu 'Abdullah and Abu al-Qasim. He is the Proof
of God's existence, the Master of the Age, the Qaim,
and the Muntazhar. The Imamate has come to an
end with him."

(Tadhkirah Khawas al-Ummabh, p. 363)

(5) Shablanji in the book entitled NUr al-Absar,
writes, "Muhammad is the son of al-Hassan
al-'Askari. His mother was a slave-girl by the name
of Narjis. His cognomen is Abu al-Qasim. The
Twelver Shia knows him as: al-Hujjah, al-Mahdi,
al-Khalaf al-Salih, al-Qaim, al-Muntadhar, and
Master of the Age..."

(Nutal-Absar (Cairo edition), p. 342)



(6) 1bn Hajar, following the biography of Imam al-
Hassan al-'Askari, writes, ""He has not left a son be-
sides Abu al-Qasim, who is known as Muhammad
and al-Hujjah. That boy was five years old when
his father died."

(Al-Sawaiq al-Muhrigah, p. 206)

(7) Muhammad Amin al-Baghdadi writes, "*Muham-
mad, who is also known as al-Mahdi, was five years
old at the time of his fathers death."

(Sabaik al-Dhahab, p. 78)

(8) Mir Khawand writes, ""Muhammad was the son
of al-Hassan. His cognomen is Abu al-Qasim. The
Imamiyah acknowledge that he is the Hujjah, the
Qaim, and the Mahdi."

(Rawdat al-Safa, vol 3,p. 143)



(9) Sha'rani says, "al-Mahdi is the son of Imam al-
Hassan al-'Askari. He was born on the fifteenth
night of Sha'ban, 255 A.H. He is alive and will
remain so until he will emerge with Jesus. Now it is
957 A.H. He is, thus, 703 years old."

(Al-Yawaqglt wa al-Jawahir (1351 A.H. edition), vol.
2,p. 143)

(10) Sha'rani, quoting Ibn ‘Arabi's Futuhat
Makkiyyah, secfton 366, writes, ""When the earth
will be filled with tyranny and injustice al-Mahdi
will rise and will fill the earth with Justice and
equity. He will be among the descendants of the
Prophet and from the line of Fatima. He is from the
descendants of al-Husayn, and his father is Imam
al-Hassan al-'Askari,...""

(Al-Yawaglt wa al-Jawahir (1351 A.H. edition), vol.
2,p. 143)



(11) Khajah Parsa in his book Fasl al-Khitab writes:
"Muhammad, the son of al-Hassan al-Askari, was
bom on the fifteenth night of Sha'ban, 255 A.H.
(870 A.D.) His motheris name was Na”is. His father
died when he was five years of age. From that time
until now he is in occultation. He is the awaited
Imam of the Shia. His existence is well established
among his companions, trasted associates and
family...”

(As cited in YanabT al-Mawaddabh, vol. 2, p. 126)

(12) Abu al-Fallah al-Hanbali says, ""Muhammad is
the son of al-Hassan al-'Askari... His cognomen is
Abu al-Qasim and the Shia know him as al-Khalaf
al-Salih, al-Hujjah, al-Mahdi, al-Muntazhar, and
sahib al-Zaman (the Master of the Age.)"

(Shadharat al-dhahab (Beirut edition) vol. 2,p. 141)



(13) Muhammad bin ‘Ali al-Hamaw says, "Abu
aJ-Qasim Muhammad al-Muntazhar was bom in
the year 259 A.H. (874 A.D) in Samarra."

(Ta'rikh mansuri; microfilm copy of the Moscow
manuscript folio number 114)

In short, besides all these above mentioned Sunni
scholars there are numerous others who have re-
corded the birth of Imam al-Hasan al-'Askari's son.
What is important is that many of them confess that
the cognomen or the title of the mentioned son is
al-Mahdi. Add to it that many of them confess that
he is the Promised Savior who will emerge in a day.
(See the references compiled in the volume Kashf
al-Astar by Husayn bin Muhammad Tagi al- Nun
and Kifayat al-muwahhidin by Tabarsi, especially
volume 2)

Source: "Imam al-Mahdi, The Just Leader of Hu-
manity"



In the presence of

Imam al-Mahdi

Translated By Ms. H. YUsefi



Prohibition from asking useless questions

It is narrated from Imam al-Mahdi to have said,

"Thus, close the doors to needless questions and do not botheryourselfto
know about non-required matters." (Al-Ihtijaj, by Tabarsi, vol. 2, p. 471.)
Asking questions has two sides: either it is for knowing and learning
which is admirable in Islam, or it is for unnecessary and improper discus-
sions which isregarded asbeing detestable. The Imam prohibits his follow-
ers from getting involved with the second form of questions.
Undoubtedly, asking question is the key to understand the realities. In Is-
lamic versus and hadiths, Moslems are strictly ordered to ask about things
they do not know However; since each rule has some exceptions, there is
an exception in this basic principle of education.



The fact is that, there are some cases should remain concealed and this is for
preserving social system and supporting people's interests. In such cases, not
only asking questions for being aware of the reality is not considered as a
virtue: but it is also disliked and undesirable.
This is why God says in the Quran,

1 1°1
"0, you who believe! Do not ask Questions about things which ifmade Plain
toyou, may cause you trouble.” (The Quran, 5. 101)
This verses prohibits the believers from asking about something which they
will become sad if it becomes revealed to them.
In following we refer to some instances of this case.
It is a custom among the physicians that often prefer not to let their patients
be aware of their severe and horrible diseases and sometimes they only
inform the relatives of their patients about the disease.



because according to the experiences, if one knows about the
severity of his illness, he would get into a panic and his recov-
ery would take a longer time.

Or, for instance, people need to trust each other when working
together. Consequently, in order to achieve such a great result,
it is better for people not to know about the details of each
other's secret lives. Everybody has some weak points and dis-
closing them to others ends in putting trouble in their coopera-
tion, for example, a person with good and positive personality
who is born in an ungenerous and low class family: if his
family background becomes known, his personal stattrs may
be jeopardized. Nobody is permitted to search about such
cases.

Moreover, Many social or military plans should also be hidden
up till they are executed. Exposing them to others who are not
involved may affect their success and endanger the productiv-
ity of the plans.

In addition, God, based on wisdom, has revealed the reality
about some cases for people but decided some other cases
remain concealed from them. Showing curiosity about know-
ing the hidden affairs may result in system disorder for exam-
pie the reason for not knowing the time of death is to always
feel that death is close to us.



Consequently it would prevent us from committing sins. It also would
from not repenting and thinking that we still have time. This is
why we should not try to know the time of our death by referring to
palm-readers, fornme tellers, or the ones who claim to be connected to
Jens.
Another example of bad consequences resulted from asking unnecessary
questions is mentioned in the the Holy Quran in Surah al-Baghareh verse
67 to 69 within the story of the Children of Israel and a cow when people
were ordered to slaughter a simple and ordinary cow but they asked
many absurd questions about the specifications of the cow and it made
the case deeply difficult for them. The result was nothing but that they
become troubled to find the cow and when they found it, they paid too
much to buy it.
It was expressed under the same versus ffiat the prophet once offered a
sermon about ffie importance of Haj. A person asked, "ls it obligatory to
go to Haj every year?” The prophet didn't answer him. He repeated his
question. The prophetbecame sad and said, "Why did you insist? If | say
yes; then it would be difficult for you to obey. When you notice I prefer to
remaffi silent do not insist on asking unimportant questions."



Then, the prophet said that one of the reasons that the previous nations
faced destruction was due to their inappropriate questionings. (Tafsir
Nem Uneh, Vol. 5, p. 96)

Thisiswhy we read in a hadith quoted from Imam Ali to have said,

“"Indeed Allah rem ained silent aboutsome cases.... He did notdo itoutof
forgetfulness. Therefore, do not bother yourself to know about them ."
(Nahjulbalaghe, W isdom 105)

AsImam Alisays there are some matters which have notbeen referred to
by God and itwas amercy from God on people. Therefore, when we see
that the exact knowledge about the life of tlie next world is not made
clear for US likew ise m any other forms of knowledge, it was notbecause
of God's negligence, since God is free from forgetfirlness and oblivion;
but they are kept concealed since they are not important for people’'s
physical and spiritual life or that getting involved with such m atters

would prevent people from learning useful knowledge.



This is w hy som etim e ordinary
people used to ask the Prophetabout
the reality of the soul or the reason
behind differentshapesofthe moon,
but the Prophet instead of explain-
ing the cases for them preferred to
direct their attention to something
else which were more beneficial to
them . (The Quran, 2:189; 17:85; 18:83
and 79:42)

Likewise, scrutiny in many com ple
theological and philosophical cases
for ordinary people has no desirable
ending, and it may also distort their
beliefs.

Let'send this article with a.n interest-
ing story. It is narrated that once
Imam All blIn Abi Talib said:
“"People, ask me anything you want
before you lose me”. A man namely
Sa'd bin Abi Vaghds stood up and
said: "If you know =everything, say
how many strings of hair I have in
my head and beard?"” Imam Ali re-
sponded: "This is nota question one
would ask. I instead inform you that
you have a child at your home w ho
will kill my son."”

Here Sa'd asked an absurd question
and the Imam did not answer him
and .nstead, mentioned an impor-
tant reality about something else
that could be rendered as a warning

alert for him .









On Wednesday, the 3rd of June 2015 A.D.
(the 15th of Sha'ban 1436 A.H.)

The auspicious birthday of Imam al-Mahdi

The birthday of the tavclfth imam (imam al-M ahdi) occurred on Frida}"
daybreak, on the 15th of Sha'bdn in 255 A .H. (869 A .D.) in Samarra (a
to 'n in Traq). According to a narration quoted in kamal al-Dh , vol. 2,
p. 424-426, Lad}." Haklm ah, the honorable aunt of the eleventh Tmam
(al-Hasan al-Askarl) says,

“Imam al-H assan al-Askari, (the eleventh Imam ) sent for me and said,
'O aunt, have your Iftdr (dimacr) tonight vith US. This is the night of
mid-Slaa'bdn and Allala, the High, will bring forth the Hujjah (Imam al-
M ahdi) on tlais ,aight. He will be Allala's Hujjah on H is eartla. (a proof

from Allah on eartla)'™



Lady Hakimah says, "Tsaid to him, 'And who is his mother?"and he re-
plied, 'Narjis'. Tagain uttered, "There is no sign (otpregnancy) in her.”
He responded, "™it is as w ill tell you.” Lady Hakimah says, "1 came

and .vhcn lgreeted and sat. Lady Narjis came to take off my shoes and

said, "O My lady! How arc you this evening?"™ 1responded, "Lather,
you are my lady and the lad).” of my household.” She turned my word
down and said, "W hat is this that you came here, dear aunt?”™ T told,
"My dear liauglater, Allah, the Exalted, will grant you in this niglat of

yours a boy,a master in this world and in the hereafter.” She satand felt
shy and em barrassed.

W hen 1finished the 'Tsha‘prayer and had my dinner, 1went to bed and
slept. W hen it was in the middle of the night, 1 got up to perform
prayers. 1 finished my prayers and she was sleeping and there was no
sign of any kind of pregnancy in her. 1 sat saying som e supplication,
then Twent to the bed, and then Twoke up suddenl)." and somehow T
was horrified. She was still asleep. She then woke up and rose and per-
formed prayers and then slept. Lady Hakim ah says, "As doubts came
to me, Abu Muhammad (Imam al-Hassan al-Askari who became
aware of my thought) called out, 'Do not haste, aunt, the aftair has
come near."" 1recited Shrahs Sajda and Yasin. And as 1was doing that.
Lady Narjis woke up sudden!).: Trushed towards her and read the
name of Allah on her and then lasked, "Do ).'OU feel anything?™ and she
said, "Yes, aunt.” Ttold her "Re prepared and do not be scared. Tt will

be as ltold )OU."
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Lady Hakimah says, "Tsaid to him, '"And who is his mother?' and he re-
plied, 'Nazis'. Tagain ottered, "There is no sign (of pregnancy) in her.”
He responded, "Itis as 1evill tell you.” Lady Hakimah says, "Lcame and

evhen 1greeted and sat. Lady Narjis came to take off my shoes and said,

“"O My Lady! How arc you tlais evening?"™ Lresponded, “"Lather, you are
my lady and the lady of my household.” She turned my word down and
said, "W hat is this that you came here, dear aunt?” T told, "My dear
daughter, Allah, the Exalted, will grantyou in thisnightof yours a boy, a
m aster in this world and in tlac hereafter.” She satand feltshy aiad em bar-
rasseti.

W hen 1finished the ‘Isha’ prayer and laad my dinner, 1event to bed and
slept. W hen it was in the middle of the night, Tgot up to perform prayers.
Lfinished my prayers and she was sleeping and there was 0 sign of any
kind of pregnancy in her. Lsat saying some supplication, then | went to
the bed, and then levoke up suddenly and somehow? Lwas horrified. She
was still asleep. She tlaen evoke up and rose and performed prayers and
then slept, lady Hakimah says, "Asdoubts came tome, Abu M uhammad
(Imam al-H assan al-"Askariwho became aware ofmy thought) called out,

‘Do not haste, aunt, tlee aftair leas com e near.""



I recited SUrahs Sajda and Yasin. And as | was doing that. Lady Narjis
woke up suddenly; I rushed towards her and read the nam e 0O Allah on
her and then Il asked, "Do you feelanything?"”™ and she said, "Yes, aunt.”
I told her "Be prepared and do not be scared. It will be as | told you."
Lady Hakimah said, "And then faintness overwhelmed me and her.
Then Il recovered sensing my M aster. l removed the sheet from him, and
there he was, prostrating touching the earth with his forehead and
palm s and knees and toes; I pulled him to m yselfand there he was pure
and clean. Abu M uliammad (the eleventh Imam) called on me, 'Bring
my son to me. Aunt." Il took his son to him . He put his hands under his
thighs and back and put the infant's feet on his chest. He then put his
tongue in his mouth and touched his eyes, ears, and )oints with his
hands and said to him "My son, talk.” The baby said, "I bear witness
that there is no deity other than Allah, the One withouta partner; and |
bear witness that M uham mad is Allah's M essenger.” lie then beseeched
blessings for the Com mander of the Faithful (Imam Ali) and the Imams
until he reached at his father and then respectfully stopped.

Abu M uhammad said, "Aunt, take him to his mother so he may give her
greetings and then bring him to me.”" | took her to his mother and he
greeted her. Then I brought him back and put him in the sithng room .
He then said, "Aunt, when itis the seventh day, com e to us."

Lady Hakimah says, "In the morning, I came to offer my greetings to

Abu M uhammad.



Imam

I removed the curtain looking for my M aster. Not seeing him , lasked his
father, "M ay I beyour ransom ,where is my Master?"H e said, "W eentrust-
ed him to the one that m other of M oses had entrusted M oses to." W hen it
was the seventh day, lcame and greeted and sat. He said, '‘Bring to me my
son.'"lbroughtmy M aster in a wrap. H e acted towards his son in the sam e
way he had acted the first time. Haen he put his tongue into his mouth;
seem ed as if he was feeding him milk or honey. Then he said, 'Talk O'my
son.'"The blessed infantrepeated the same words asbefore and send bless-
ing to all Imam s unhl his father. Then he said, 'In ‘the name of Allah, the
M erciful, the Com passionate’' and recited this verse,

"And we desire to confer hindness upon those who have been enfeebled
on earth and make them Imams and make them heirS and give them
POWeEr ON earth anda ShOw Pharaoh ana Haman ana their armies from
them What theyrearea to happen o them."(Quran, 28:5-6)

In another narration it is said that when Imam al-M ahdi was born, his
father slauglirtcrcd seventy male sheep and distributed the meet among
people. (Bihar al-Anwar, vol. 13, p. 4)

M oreover, he com manded his deputy, 'Uthman bin Sa'id al-"Amri to buy
ten thousand Ritls t)yfbread (around three thousand kilos) and thsy much

of meet and distribute the.m among the people of Bani liashim . (kama.l

al-Din, vol. 2, p. 431.)

36



On Saturday, the 27th of June 2015
A.D. (the loth of Ramadan 1436 A.H.)

The demise of Lady Khadjah

1459 years ago, on the loth 0 Ramadan (619 A .D.)
lady Khadljah, the M other ot all Faithful (Umm
al-M u'menlin), passed away. She was the greatestsup-
porter of Islam in its earliestdays. Shewas the mother
of Fatimah, the grandmother of the beloved grand -
children of the Prophet, al-Hasan and al-H ussein
w ho are to be the forem ost of the youths in Paradise.
Her stahJS was such that the Angel Gabriel used to
bring greetings for her from A Im ighty Allah. (aI'Sirah
al-Nabawlyyah, by Ibn-C- Hisham, vol. 1/, . 241)

The prophet lo 'ed lady Khadljah so dearly that after
her death he used to remember her often. 'Ayisha,
one of the wives of the Prophet, says thatw henever a
goat was slaughtered, the Prophet would send som e
meat to Khadljah's friends; when she remarked about
this on one occasion lie told her, 'l have great regard
for lier friends, as she has a special place in my
heart'". (USd aI'Ghabah, VOI 5, p. 539)She also nar-
rates that w henever the Prophetspoke of Khadljah he
would talk at great length and praise her qualities,
and pray for her forgiveness. (Siyar ‘Alam al-Nubala,
vol. 2, p.82) Also shenarrates tliat the Proplietsaid, "I
have not yet found a better wife tlian her. She had
faith in m e w hen everyone, even membersofmyown
family and tribe did notbelieve me, and accepted that

Il was truly a Prophetand a M essenger of Allah.



She converted to Islam, spent all her wealth and worldly goods to
help me spread this faith, specially at a time when the entire world
seemed to have fined against me and persecuted me. And it is
through her that Allah blessed me with children.” (BiharaI'Anwar,
voi. 16, p. s vol. 43, p.131)

Lady Khadljah passed away just three years before the Hijrah (the
Prophet's emigration to M edina) atthe age of sixty-five, having given
alm ost twenty-five years to M uhammad and the cause of Islam.
W hen she passed away, the Prophet was heartbroken at the loss of a
dedicated com panion who stood by him during the most difficult
period of his life. Her grave was prepared at a place called HujUn,
near M ecca. The Prophet stepped into her grave to lay in it for a few

moments before he put the body of his beloved wife in there.
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On Thursday, the 4th of June 2015 A.D. (the
16( of Sha'ban 1436 A.H.)

Imam Khomeini's demise

Grand Ayatollah Khomeini was born in the year 1902 in Iran and
became the supreme religious leader of the Islamic Republic of Iran in
1979, following many years of resistance to absolute monarchy of
Pahlavi Regime. Upon the success of the revolution, he was named reli-
gious and political leader of Iran. He changed the destiny of a nation
and that of the M uslim W orld by his divine uprising.

Eventually, after ten years, at 22:22 Saturday night June 3rd 1989, he
passed away. The news was broadcast the following morning. The 4th
of June was a hagic day, the 7 a.m. news on the radio of Tehran stated
the following, “In the name of God, to Allah we belong and to Him we
return. Tire lroly spil'it of tire leader of M usliirrs and free men. Inram
Khomeini, has gone to meet his Creator.”

On the monring of tire 5th of June m illions of people came to bid fare-
well to aleader who they loved. M illions ofpeople all around the world

saw incredible scenes, which showed how the people said goodbye to

their leader. It has been recorded thatover 10 m illion people attended
his funeral. The sense of loss was unbearable. M illions poured in from
all part of country to participate in the biggest farewell in the history.

The similar ceremonies were held, as well as in many Islamic countties
and com m unities around the vorld.

He captured the hearts of millions of people. Imam Khomeini's body
wasburied nextto thegravesofhundreds ofmartyrswho had lost their
lives for their country. The blessings his life bestowed upon people did
not finish with his passing and still continues to illuminate people’'s

lives today.






The Rituals of the Month

From the 13th of Sha'ban to the 13th of Ramadan (June 2015)

Sha'ban is the only month of the Islamic calendar which does not have a
single day of mourning. Itis truly ablessed month,especially for the aus-

picious occasion of Imam al-M ahdiS birthday on the 15th of this

month.
The Rites of the Eve and the Day of I5 hof Sha'ban
This nigh is extraordinarily honorable. Imam al-sadiq (the

Sixth Imam) has narrated from his father when Imam
alBaqgir was asked about the merits of the fifteenth night
of Sha'ban as saying, "It is the m ost favorable night
after the Qadr Night. Atthisnight. AImighty Allah
bestows upon His servants with His favors and

grants them His pardon outof H is conferral

of benefits to them . Therefore,you should

exert all efforts to seek nearness to him

at this night, because He has de-

cided not to reject any asker as

long as he does not ask for an

act of disobedience to him .



Alm ighty Allah has chosen this night tor US (the Ahl al-Bayt) justas He
has chosen the Qadr Night for our Prophet. You should thus pray and
thank him ditigentiy...» (Biharal-Anwar, vol. 94/ p. 85)
However, some of the recom mended rites to be carried out atthis night
are as follow s:

1. Tomake a major ablutton (G husl) atthe fame of sunset

20 To stay awake atnightto pray;

3. To visitthe tomb of Imam al-Husayn or recite his Ziyarah;

4. To recite Kumayl supplication;

5. To offer som e prayers and supplications written in M afaffh al-Jindn;
6. To recite: a: (Subhanallah) 100 times; b: (Alhamduliliah)
100 times; c: (Aliahu Akbar) 100 hmes, and d: (La naha il-
lallah) 100 times.

Also on the 15* of Sha'ban, Itis recom mended to visitImam al-M ahdi's

sardab (Vault) in samarra and recited his Ziyaratin there.



- W Month of Ramadan

Each year, as we approach the graceful m onth of Ramadan, we
are considered as the Special Guests of Allah; because the holy
month of Ramadan described by the holy Prophetasthe Banquet
of Allah. The holy Prophet, once, delivered a speech to the com -

m unity saying,

“...ltisamonth in which you have been called to the banquetof
Allah..." (Al-lgbal, vol. 1, p. 26)

On the last Friday before the month of Ramadan, Prophet M u-
hammad (s) said: "OPEOPle/ indeed anead OFYOU is the biessed
month ofAllah. A month of blessing/ mercy ana forgiveness. a
month that is the best month with Allah. Its days, the best of
days, its nights, he bestofnights, and its hours the best ofhours.
Itis the month which you are invited to be the guests of Allah
and YOU are invited to be one Of those near to HIM. Each breath
you takeglorifieS Him;yoursleep isworship, YOUldeeds are ac-
cepted and your supplicationSare answereda. 50, @SKa ttah, your
Lord/ +o giveyOU a sound body and an €nlightened heartso you
May be abie to fastand rerite His bOOk, foronly he is unhappy
who is devoid OfA”ah'SforgiveneSSduring thngreatm onth.
Remember the hunger and thirst Of tne Day of Judgment with
YOUlr hunger and thirst. c ive aims to the needy and the poor
honoryouroida, snow Kindness o theyoungones maintainreia-
tions with YOUr b1ooa relations, guardyour tongues, close your
eyes to that which is not perm issible foryoursight close yOur
ears to thatwhich is forbidden to hear ShOW com passion to the
orphans of people so com passion may be shown +o your or-
phans. Repent tOAllah foryoursinsanad raiseyourhandsin sup -
plication during tbese times, for tbey are tbe best of times and
Allab looks towards His creatures witb kindness, replying to
tbem during tbe bours and granting tbeir needs ifbe is asked..



This month is the hest occasion to, heside Pasting recit-
ing the holy o uran, giving alms to the poor and needy
people, givingfood o thefasters . break theirFast, and
ieaving sins and observing the recommended rites ot
this month.

one IS also recommended to wake up at nights for
saying the recom m endaed midnight prayers ana 0 be
busy with seeking forgiveness from Allah an 4 to recite
lailahaillallah (tnere iSno deity butAllah) oo much.

It is recommendable that one recites Surah al-Qadr
betore breaking his fast and to firstiy says his hvening
and Night Prayers.

Thereare num erous rites dUring toe daysana nights of
this month in which divided into two main parts
(general ana specific rites) thatone can rina in Mafatih
abjinan and other books of supplication.
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In every culture and religion, ere are some special days which are

date, m am age aTwersary~the day of rn-
dependence of a country,” etc. can be‘considered as sUch important
days. The Quran mentions the spiritually important and effective
days in history of mankind as "Ayamollah”,e. g. "the Days of Allah 7,

and wants USto remember these days and says,

"And [O MOSGS'] rem ind them the Days OfA"ah Indeed there are
SignSforeve graterIpatient." (the Quran, 14:5)

Some days, like the birth date or the days the M essenger of Allah was
chosen as a prophet, are considered as such grate days. Likewise, is
the day when the Prophet of Islam migrated from M ecca to M edina
and Eid al-G hadir when the Prophetchose Imam Ali as his successor.
All of these says are great and valuable for UsS.

One of the holy and precioiiS days in Islam is M id-Sha'ban when one
of the greatest events in hum an history took place - the birth of the
last Shiite Imam who is the last savior of mankind. M id-Sha'ban
promises a beautihil spring for people's spiritiial life. If people knew
the value of this day and other Islamic days, they would live an spiri-
tually eternaland greatlife.Butwhen Rabi-ul-anam , "People's Spring

season™, who is Imam al-M ahdi, is left alone; the result would be

nothing but a severe cold and a long-time absence of him .
So neglecting Imam al-M ahdiresults in the continu -
ity of this cold winter of absence.
Have weever thoughthow may we greet
and respect the Imam w ho is alive,

sees us and thinks about US.



Let ask ourselves how much do we know him and how much
have we used our power and capabilities to introduce such a nice
spring to the world?

How much do we remember th.is kin.d Hidden Imam in,our hom e,
family, ceremonies, school, work place, cilibs, etc?

Do we know whathe likes and whathe dislikes?

W hat does the Imam wants and whatis our duty toward him?
W hatbehavior does he prefer and whathe does not?

The month of Sha'ban and its supplications are good opporhmi-
ties for USto know about Imam's spiritual position and naturally,
this knowledge may make us closer to the Imam . This know ledge
may help us obey his com mands which is nothing but to obey
Allah. Sha‘'ban is an attem ptto alovely and knowingly obedience.
In mid- Shaman,we should notsuffice ourselves with justdecorat-
ing and illum inating the streets rather we should also try to en-
lighten our souls with having more knowledge about the Imam.
The more we know whatthe Imam desires and the more we har-
monize our actions with his dem ands, the more our soul will be

enliven and enlighten,.

Ithelpsustobephysically and spiritually attractive and il-
lum inated. Let'sin the auspicious day of the Imam's
birthday bright one more light inside our-

selves as we try to celebrates this day.















