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Translation of Al-Khisal. A first book of its kind, Al-Khisal is a collection
of religious and moral precepts from reliable works on the subject compiled
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Preface

Al-Khisal is a collection of religious and moral precepts from reliable
works on the subject compiled by Sheikh Sadoog. Abu Ja’far Muhammad
ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Musa ibn Babooyeh Al-Qumi nicknamed Sheikh
Sadooqg! was a jurist and a prominent scholar on Shiite traditions. Sheikh
Tousi in his Al-Istibsar which is one of the four major Shiite reference
books has nicknamed him Imad Al-Din that means the pillar of religion.
About his date and place of birth there is no exact information. Ibn
Babooyeh was brought up in a learned family in Qum and in his youth was
educated by famous teachers of the city. On an unknown date 1bn Babooyeh
left Qum for Ray which was the capital of the Buwahids and settled in that
city. In 352 A.H. (963 A.D.) with the permission of Rukn ad-Dawlah the
governor of Ray, he left for the holy city of Mashhad to perform the
pilgrimage to the holy shrine of Imam Reza (MGB?). The main
characteristic of Ibn Babooyeh is that by stressing on traditions, he explains
and proves theological arguments. His jurisprudence is also based on
traditions. He considers analogy and deduction not permissible.

Ibn Babooyeh traveled extensively to collect traditions. He met many
masters of traditions and he has left behind many works in tradition. His
nickname ‘Sadooq’ was due to his authenticity in narrating the traditions.
The first person who nicknamed Ibn Babooyeh as ‘Sadooq’ was Ibn Idris.

Ibn Babooyeh was a voluminous writer. He himself mentions that he has
compiled more than 245 books. Some of his works are as follows: Al-
Iteqadat, Al-Amali, Man La Yahzaroh Al-Fagih, Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza, Al-
Fagih, Al-Amali, Illal Ash-Sharayeh, Al-Tawhid, Thawab Al-Amaal va
Ugab al-Amaal, Al-Khisal and a few other manuscripts which are present in
several libraries. About 200 books ascribed to him are mentioned in Rijal-i-
Najashi and the works of Tousi and Ibn Shahr Aashub.

Sheikh Al-Sadoog, who authored one of the four basic works on Shiite
traditions, compiled dozens of authoritative collections of traditions, each of
which usually follows a particular theme. His Al-Tawhid collects traditions
which illustrate the profession of monotheism. His Uyun Akhbar Al-Reza
gathers together everything that has been related about Imam Reza (MGB);
the eighth Imam, whose tomb in Mashhad is the holiest pilgrimage site in
Iran. The work contains such things as descriptions of the Imam's mother;
explanations of the reason why his name was chosen; all the sayings which
have been recorded from him; and traditions concerning his death and the
miracles which have occurred at his tomb. The present work that is Sheikh
Al-Sadooq's Al-Khisal demonstrates the importance of numbers in the
traditions. This has led to a valuable collection of traditions that is very
interesting to study. Each part of this book contains several traditions on
various issues. His main theme in this book is on ethics, manners and good
characteristics. This book covers numbered characteristics. It starts with one
and ends with one million. The traditions are presented with a complete
record of transmission.

This is the first book of this kind. Sheikh Sadooq himself presented his
motivation for compiling Al-Khisal as follows, “I noticed that the previous
Sheikhs and scholars have already compiled books on various aspects of
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knowledge. However, they have neglected to compile a book on numbers
and good and bad characteristics. Since this topic is very useful for those
who seek knowledge, | decided to compile this book in order to get closer to
God, attain divine rewards, prosperity and the Almighty God’s Mercy. | ask
God not to turn my hopefulness into hopelessness, since He has power over
all things.”

Al-Khisal is a great encyclopedia on Islamic knowledge, the forbidden
and the allowed acts, historical topics, interpretations on the Holy Quran,
philosophical points and political issues. It is one of the most valuable
sources of traditions from the members of the Holy Household of the
Prophet of God (MGB). It is an authentic source and many authoritative
works on Shiite traditions such as Bihar Al-Anwar have cited it as a
reference. We have tried to enrich it with many footnotes which explain the
concepts and words presented in the text after doing a lot of research so that
the interested readers can gain as much benefit from the book as possible.

Notes
1. Born on 917A.D.
2. MGB is used throughout the book for May God Bless him/her/them.



www.alhassanain.org/english

A Short Bibilography of the Author

The compiler of the book - may God have Mercy upon him is the highly
esteemed, noble Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Musa ibn
Babooyeh al-Qumi known as Sheikh Sadoog. He has such a high rank in
knowledge, understanding, realization of the true meaning of traditions,
jurisprudence, honesty in speech and extensive highly valuable writings that
no one can write about and fully express these. All the knowledgeable
people who have either written his biography or used his highly valuable
books have tried to praise his works and declare his Divine Leadership and
honesty. They have called him 'Sheikh' that is normally the title of native
scholars trained in the traditional sciences such as clerical dignitaries,
members of a religious order, or professors of spiritual institutions of higher
learning that is a master of an order. He has also been called honest and a
forerunner.

We can say that he has been one of the signs of God. He passed away at
an age over seventy in the year 993 A.D. His publications that were more
than 300 in number were like brilliant stars guiding those who sought to
follow the Divine Path. Unfortunately, the tragic occurrences in history
resulted in the loss of the majority of his works. We can clearly state that
not even one tenth of his writings have remained today.

His Nobility as Expressed by Noble Religious Scholars

There is no need to present any evidence or reasoning to prove his high
rank. However, we will briefly mention a few of the remarks of our noble
religious scholars about his noble personality here for the readers to get a bit
more familiar with him.

Sheikh al-Taefeh (may God have mercy upon him) has called him "of a
high position" in his book Al-Fehrest. Then he wrote, "He is the protector of
the traditions, aware and informed about the personalities, and is an
informed person and a critic on traditions. One has not seen anyone of
similar capabilities among the scientists in Qum. He has about 300
publications." He also makes similar remarks about him in his Rijal®.

Najashi who was a great researcher on "great men" calls him "Abu Ja’far
from Qum". He also calls him Sheikh, our jurisprudent, a shining character,
and the honor of the Shiites in Khorasan?. He wrote, “He was young when
he entered Baghdad in the year 968 A.D. The great men of the Shiites
listened to him to learn traditions and gain Divine Knowledge. Khatib
Baghdadi in his famous book Tarikh-i-Baghdad® wrote: He* entered
Baghdad and quoted traditions on the authority of his father. He was one of
the well-known and noble men of the Shiites, and Muhammad ibn Talha an-
Naali told me about him.

Ibn Edris has praised him in his Saraér and said, "He was honest in
speech, noble, informed about the traditions®, and a critic. He was very
knowledgeable about the great men. He had memorized many traditions.”
Allamih Hel'li has called him Sheikh, and has said that he is our
jurisprudent, our honor, and the bright and real character of the Shiites.

He has been called the following titles by the noble religious Shiite
scholars: lIbn Shahr Ashoob; Seyed ibn Tavoos; Fakhr al-Mohaghegin®;
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Shahid-i-Av’val’; Re'is al-Mohaditheen; Al-Sheikh al-Ajal; Imam-i-Asreh;
Rukni Min Arkan ad-Din®; Sadooq al-Muslimeen; Ayatullah fil-Alemin; Al-
Sheikh al-A'zam; Al-Sheikh al-Sadooq; Hujatul Islam; Al-Sheikh al-Seghat;
Al-Mulood Bid-Da'vat; Al-Sheikh Al-Imam Al-Moghad'dam; Al-Fazil al-
Moaz'zam; Umdatal Fuzala; Sheikh minal-Mashayekh; Rukne min Arkan
ash-Shari’a; Ash-Sheikh al-Hifzah; Vajhet-Ta’efateh al-Mustahfazeh; Emad
id-Din; Al-Sheikh al-Alam al-Amin, among many other titles.

His Trips

He made many trips to various towns in order to learn nobility and hear
the traditions directly from the greatest scholars. He was born in Qum and
raised there. He acquired knowledge from the great scholars there. Then,
although there were many renowned religious scholars in Ray, he was
invited by the people of Ray to go and reside there. Of course, there is no
precise mention of the date of his emigration to Ray in the books on Rijal®
and Tarajim'®. However, one can conclude from what is written in this
book, and Al-Khisal and Al-Amali that his emigration was after the month
of Rajab of the year 339 A.H. (950 A.D.), and before the month of Rajab of
the year 347 A.H. (958 A.D.) This is because he has cited a tradition he
heard from Hamzih ibn Ahmad ibn Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Zayd ibn Ali
ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) in the Quran on the first date,
and has cited another tradition from Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad
ibn Ali ibn Asad Al-Asady known as Ibn Jaradih al-Bardayee in Ray on the
second date.

He lived in Ray from 347 A.H. (958 A.D.) until he requested permission
from Rukn ud-Duwleh, the ruler of the Buya clan, to visit the holy shrine of
Imam Reza (MGB) in Mashhad. Then he traveled to Mashhad in 352 A.H.
(963 A.D.) and returned to Ray after visiting the holy shrine. Regarding this
he wrote in this book: "When | asked the successful ruler Rukn ud-Duwleh
permission to visit the holy shrine of Imam Reza (MGB), he approved my
request in the month of Rajab in the year 352 A.H. (963 A.D.) When |
returned home, he called me in again and said, "The place you want to visit
is a blessed place of martyrdom. | have visited it myself. When | was there |
asked God to fulfill the requests | had in my mind. God answered my
prayers and fulfilled them. Therefore, when you get there, remember me,
and do not forget to visit on my behalf and pray for me since prayers will be
fulfilled by God when they are presented in that holy place.” | promised him
to do so, and I fulfilled my promise. Upon my return from the blessed town
of Mashhad I went to see the ruler. He asked me if | had prayed for him, and
visited the shrine on his behalf. I replied in the positive. He said, "You did
well since it has been proven to me that prayers will be accepted there." "On
this trip to Mashhad that year he entered Neishaboor. He recorded some
traditions from the religious scholars there, among whom we can name Abu
Ali Hussein ibn Ahmad Beihaqgi who narrated several traditions for him in
his own house, Abdul Vahed ibn Muhammad ibn Abdus Neishaboory, Abi
Mansoor Ahmad ibn Ibrahim ibn Bakr Khori, Abu Saeed Muhammad ibn
Fazl ibn Muhammad ibn Ishag Mozak'kar Neishaboory known as Abi Saeed
Mual'lem, Abut-Tayyeb Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Muhammad Razi and
Abdullah ibn Muhammad ibn Abdul Wahab al-Sejezy. Also Abu Nasr
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Ahmad ibn al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Ubayd al-Zab'by al-Marvani al-
Neishaboory cited some traditions for him in Neishaboor. Also a group of
people cited traditions for him in the town of Marv al-Ruz among whom we
can name the jurisprudent Abul Hussein Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Shah,
and Abu Yusuf Rafih ibn Abdullah ibn Abdul Malik. In the same year he
traveled to Baghdad and heard some traditions from the religious scholars
there. He had also gone to Kufa, Fayd, Mavara un-Nahr, Balkh,
Samarghand and Furghaneh, and had heard traditions from the religious
scholars in these cities.

The Birth of the Author May God have Mercy upon Him

We are not precisely aware of the year in which he has born. None of the
biographers have stated his birth date. However, we can draw some
conclusions in this regard from his own book Kamal al-Din, and Sheikh
Toosi's Ghaybat and Najashi's Fehrest that he was born after the demise of
Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Umari - who was the second (of the four)
representatives of the twelfth Imam (MGB) - that is in the year 305 A.H.
(917 A.D.) at the beginning of the mission of Abil Qasim Hussein ibn Ruh
who was the third representative of the twelfth Imam (MGB).

Sheikh Sadooq quoted on the authority of Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali
ibn al-Asvad, "After the demise of Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Umari - may
God be pleased with him - Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Musa ibn Babooyeh!!
asked me to ask Hussein ibn Ruh to ask our master the Imam of Time'?
(MGB) to pray and ask God the Almighty to grant him a son. | did so, and
he secretly reported that. He informed me after three days that the Imam
(MGB) has prayed for Ali ibn al-Hussein, and that God the Almighty will
soon bless him with a son, and will grant him more children thereafter." The
above has also been cited by Sheikh al-Taéfeh and Najashi - may God have
mercy upon them. What was presented about his birth date were the
information available from the great religious scholars and he himself who
best knows about his life history. Thus, we can conclude that he was born
after the year 305 A.H. (917 A.D.) His birth was a blessing, and he was
blessed since he was born due to the prayers of the Imam of Time (MGB).
Everyone benefited from him, and his being blessed. That is why he was
always very proud and said that he was born due to the prayers of the Imam
of Time (MGB). He also said, “There were many occasions when Abu
Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali al-Asvad (who narrated the details about his
birth) saw how studiously 1 attended the classes of our Professor
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid (May God have mercy upon him); and
how eager | was to learn and memorize scientific books. He would tell me
there is no wonder why | was so eager to acquire knowledge, since | was
born due to the prayers of the Imam of Time (MGB)*2.

The Death of the Author and his Shrine
He died in 381 A.H. (991 A.D.) after living for seventy years. He was
buried in Ray next to the Toghrol Garden, near the shrine of the blessed
Abdul Azeem Hassan - may God be pleased with him. His shrine is simple,
but spiritual. Many people make pilgrimage to his shrine and receive
blessings.
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A Demonstration of his Nobility

In the year 1238 A.H. (1822 A.D.), Fath Ali - the King of Ghajar ordered
the building of the shrine to be reconstructed. This resulted in a
demonstration of nobility. The word spread around among the people, and it
was finally approved of by the government officials and the king. The
details of this event have been recorded by many authors - may God have
mercy upon them. Among them we can mention Ruwzat by Khansari, Qisas
al-Ulama by Tonikaboni, Tangih al-Magal by Mamaghani, Motakhab ul-
Tavarikh by Khorasani and Favaéd ar-Razavieh By Qumi. This has been
recorded in Ruwzat by Khansari as follows:

This event was a demonstration of the nobility of the Sheikh. It attracted
the attention of many people, and was a source of guidance for many and a
cause of happiness for many enlightened people. Once there appeared a
rupture in the shrine of the noble Sheikh that is located near Ray due to a
flood. When they investigated to find out the degree of damage done in
order to reconstruct it, they reached a chamber in which he was buried.
Once they entered that room they found his body naked, with his private
parts covered, and in perfect shape. His face was absolutely peaceful, and
they could still see the polish** on his nails. The shroud with which his body
was wrapped at the time he was buried had worn out, torn into shreds and
fallen down on the dirt around his corpse. The news rapidly spread around
in Tehran. When Fath Ali - the grandfather of Naser ad-Din - the king of
Ghajar heard about this around the year 1238 A.H. (1822 A.D.), he went
there in person to investigate. He consulted with the government officials
whom he trusted as to whether or not he should enter the tomb in person.
They did not recommend that the King enters the tomb, as they thought this
was not appropriate for his rule. Then a group of religious scholars and
well-known people were then sent into the tomb to check the issue. No
doubt was left for the King after many people - who had entered the tomb -
all testified to the truth of this issue. Once he was certain about the truth of
this issue, he ordered the cavity to be closed off, and the building of the
shrine to be reconstructed; and decorated in the best possible fashion using
mirror work. And peace be upon him the day he is born, and the day he dies,
and the day he is resurrected.

Notes
. Great Men similar to Who’s Who.
. One of the provinces of Iran located in the northeast.
. The history of Baghdad.
. Sheikh Sadooqg.
. Akhbar.
. The pride of the researchers.
. The first martyr.
. One of the pillars of religion.
. Great Men similar to Who’s Who.
10. Biographies.
11. The father of the compiler of this book.
12. The twelfth Imam (MGB).
13. The Riser or Al-Mahdi (MGB).
14. Khazab.
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Introduction

In the Name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful

Praise be to God, who is the Only in terms of Unity, and is singular in
Divinity. He has created the servants using His Knowledge. The tongues are
dull* to describe Him, and the eyes are veiled from seeing Him. It is He who
is higher than the characteristics of the creatures. And He is superior to
limited concepts. There is no similitude for Him among all the creatures.
And there is no god for all the people other than Him. And | witness that
there is no god but God - the Only, and there is no partner for Him - being a
witness confessing to His Unity; inclined towards His Grace; repenting from
his sins. And | witness that Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger -
appointed by Him to His Prophethood, and He has entrusted him with the
principle features of His religion. He has appointed him with His Book to be
a proof for His servants. And | witness that Ali the son of Abi Talib is his?
Testamentary Trustee. He is the best of the people after him. He is in charge
of his affairs. And he is a summoner to his way. And he is the Commander
of the Faithful. And he is the master of the Testamentary Trustees. And he is
the person of the highest priority to the Prophets.

And | witness that his wife Fatimah Az-Zahra® is the master of all the
women in the world. And that Al-Hassan, al-Hussein and the Imams who
are his offspring are the leaders to guidance®. They are signs of piety and the
proofs of God to all the people of the world. And | witness that whoever
follows them shall be saved, and whoever disobeys them shall be ruined.
May God’s Blessings and His Mercy be upon them, their souls and their
bodies. Moreover, | noticed that the previous Sheikhs and scholars have
already authored books on various aspects of knowledge. However, they
have neglected to author a book on numbers, and good and bad
characteristics. Since this topic is very useful for those who seek knowledge,
| decided to compile this book in order to get closer to God, attain Divine
rewards, prosperity and the Almighty God’s Mercy. | ask God not to make
me hopeless since He has power over all things.
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Notes
1. Unable
2. Muhammad’s (MGB) Trustee

3. The Blessed Faimah (MGB)
4. The Immaculate Imams (MGB)
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Part 1. On One-Numbered Characteristics
The great Sheikh Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn
Musa ibn Babooyeh al-Qumi (Sheikh Sadooq) - the compiler of the book -
may God continue his honor compiled the following.

God is One and Only

1-1 Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Ibrahim ibn Ishaq al-Talegani - may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Yahya al-
Bazury quoted on the authority of Ibrahim ibn al-Haysam al-Baladi, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Muafi ibn Imran, on the
authority of Israel, on the authority of Al-Migdam ibn Sharik ibn Hani, on
the authority of his father, “A Bedouin (Arab) stood near the Commander of
the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) on the day of the Battle of Jamal and asked,
‘O Commander of the Faithful! Do you say that God is One?” The people
rushed unto him and said, ‘O Bedouin! Don’t you see the condition of the
Commander of the Faithful (MGB)? His mind is busy with several matters.
It is not the time to ask such questions.” The Commander of the Faithful
(MGB) said, ‘Leave him alone. This Bedouin wants just what we want from
this tribe.’* The Imam (MGB) then said, ‘O Bedouin! There are four
meanings implied for ‘God is One.” Two of these implications are not
proper for God the Almighty, while the other two hold true. The two
implications that are not proper are:

1-To say that ‘He is One’ in the sense of counting in numbers. This is not
proper since what has no second cannot be counted in numbers. Don’t you
see that whoever says 'God is the third of the three’? is an infidel.

2-To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He is one of the people implicitly
saying that He is of a type of gender. This is not proper either since it is a
form of comparison while our Lord the Sublime is too great to make this
(comparison).

However, the two implied meanings that hold true are:

3- To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He is One and there exists
nothing similar to Him. Our Lord is like this.

4- To say that ‘He is One’ to imply that He, the Exalted the Sublime, is
essentially One. He is not divisible in the outside world, in the mind, or in
the imagination. Our Lord, the Exalted the Sublime is like this.””
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Abandoning the Present to Attain the Promised

1-2 (The compiler of the book narrated) narrated that his father — may
God be pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of his father,
on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn
Muslim al-Sakoony, on the authority of As-Sadiq Ja’far ibn Muhammad
(MGB), on the authority of his father, on the authority of his forefathers, on
the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Blessed be?
the one who abandons the present lust to attain the unseen promised
reward.”

Oppressive Characteristics

1-3 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Jab’bar, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Isma’il ibn Bazi’a, on the authority of Hisham ibn Salim, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “It is one of the oppressive
characteristics when one who is riding forcefully takes the right of way of
pedestrians.”

Characteristics Rooted in Love for Religion

1-4 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali ibn al-Salt
quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority
of Rub’ay ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Fuzayl ibn Yasar that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “The love of a man for his brethren is due
to his love for religion.”

One Characteristic for Five Characteristics
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1-5 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Asim ibn Hamid, on the
authority of Abi Ubaydat al-Haza’a that Abu Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) narrated
that God the Exalted the Sublime says, “I swear by My Honor, Beauty,
Magnificence, Loftiness that | shall make anyone needless who chooses Me
over his selfish desires. | will make him attend to the affairs of his Hereafter.
I will protect him from getting ruined. | will establish the heavens and the
Earth as guarantees for his share of daily bread. Moreover, | will be far
superior to the business of all the businessmen for him.”
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A Characteristic for a Characteristic

1-6 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad al-
Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father Al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers,
on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “If one
praises the people but raises God’s Wrath, then God will make the people
who praise him to blame him.”

1-7 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority
of Al-Hussein ibn Ishaq al-Tajir, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on the
authority of Fuzalat ibn Ayoob, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad*,
on the authority of Aba Abdullah - Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB),
on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “If one wants something and the Almighty God is
pleased with him, then God will not take him out of this world until He
grants it to him.”

A Saving Characteristic

1-8 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil Khat’tab, on the authority of Ali ibn
An-Nue’man who quoted through a chain of narrators that the Prophet
(MGB) said, “God the Exalted the Sublime said, ‘O Children of Adam!
Obey Me in what | order you to do, and do not teach Me what is best for
you.”®

The Loftiest Characteristic of the Religion

1-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Maymun®, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “God loves the loftiness of knowledge more than the
loftiness of worshipping Him. Moreover, the loftiest characteristic in your
religion is piety.”

No Two Things Combined which are Better than the

Combination of Two Characteristics
1-10 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased
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with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted on
the authority of lbrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Abil-Hussein al-Farsi, on the authority of his father, on the authority of
Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his grandfather, on the authority of his father, on the authority
of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “No two things have been
combined together better than knowledge and patience.”

1-11 Suleiman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayoob al-Lakhmy’ narrated that Abdul
Wahab ibn Kharajat quoted on the authority of Abu Kurayb, on the
authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein al-Alavi, on the authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Zayd, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali
ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali
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(MGB)?, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, ““I swear by Him in whose Hands is my soul that no two things
have combined together better than knowledge and patience.”

A Characteristic that is the Honor of This World and the

Hereafter

1-12 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority
of Abdullah Al-Jamoorani®, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi
Hamzih, on the authority of Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Mansoor
ibn Hazim, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “The companionship of religious people is the honor
of this world and the Hereafter.”

The Most Knowledgeable Person Is One who Combines One

Characteristic with Another One

1-13 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Ali ibn Sayf, on the authority of his brother Al-
Hussein'?, on the authority of his father Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority
of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “The Commander of the Faithful Imam
Ali (MGB) was questioned about the most knowledgeable person. He
replied, ‘It is one who combines the knowledge of the people with his own
knowledge.””
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There Is One True Prosperity And One True Misery
1-14 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB), “True prosperity
is that man’s deeds result in his prosperity and that true misery is that man’s
deeds result in his misery.”

A Characteristic for Which the People Deserve to be

Rewarded or Punished

1-15 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on
the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Mihzam
Al-Asady, on the authority of Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Ali ibn al-
Hussein (MGB), “Man’s tongue addresses his other organs everyday and
asks them how they are. They reply that ‘we would be fine if you left us
alone’. They swear by God and ask it to remember God in regards to them.
They say that they get rewarded due to it, and they also get punished due to
it”

A Characteristic that Is the Noblest Holy War

1-16 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on
the authority of Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn
Sadagah: Ja’far ibn Muhammad was questioned about the meaning of a
narration on the authority of the Prophet (MGB) that says, “The noblest holy
war is to say just words in front of an oppressive ruler.” He replied, ‘It
means that he should instruct him to do as much as he'! can understand.
This much effort is accepted from him. He has no more duties.””

The Hardest Thing is One Characteristic that Cannot Be
Avoided Unless We Abandon Another Characteristic
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1-17 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ali ibn al-Salt quoted on
the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of
Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “The disciples told Jesus'? - the
son of Mary, ‘O Teacher of the good! Teach us what the hardest thing is.’
He (MGB) said, ‘The hardest thing is the Wrath of God the Exalted the
Sublime.” They asked, ‘How can we avoid God’s Wrath?’ He (MGB) said,
‘By not getting angry.” They asked, ‘What is the root of anger?’ He (MGB)
replied, ‘Haughtiness, oppressiveness and belittling the people.””
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A Believer’s Honor Is in One Characteristic and His Glory Is

In Another Characteristic

1-18 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-
Kumaydany and Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad
ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “A believer’s honor is in night prayers, and his
glory is in not bothering the people.”

1-19 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Musa ibn Ja’far ibn Abi Ja’far al-
Kumaydany, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Jabal’le, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) told Gabriel, “Advise me.” Gabriel said, “O
Muhammad! Live as much as you want. You will finally die. Love whatever
you want. You will finally be separated from it. Do whatever you want. You
will finally encounter your deeds. A believer’s honor is in his night prayers
and his glory is in not bothering the people.”

1-20 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady
narrated that Muhammad ibn Jarir, al-Hassan ibn Urwah, and Abdullah ibn
Muhammad al-Vahby quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Hamid, on
the authority of Zafir ibn Suleiman, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ayyeene, on the authority of Abi Hazim, on the authority of Sahl ibn Sa’ed,
“Gabriel came to the Prophet (MGB) and said, ‘O Muhammad! Live as
much as you want. You will finally die. Love whatever you want. You will
finally be separated from it. Do whatever you want. You will finally be
rewarded for it. Know that a man’s honor is in his staying up at night'® and
his glory is in his independence from the people.””

1-21 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady
narrated that Umar ibn Abi Qaylan al-Sagafy and Isa ibn Suleiman ibn
Abdul-Malik al-Qurashi quoted on the authority of Isa ibn Suleiman ibn
Abdul-Malik al-Qurashi, on the authority of Abu Ibrahim al-Tarjomani, on
the authority of Sa’ed ibn Sa’id al-Gorjany, on the authority of Nah’shall
ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Al-Zah’hak, on the authority of Ibn Abbas'*
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The most honorable people in my nation
are those who have memorized the Quran, and those who are the people of
the night'®.”
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One Characteristic Is the Key to All Evil

1-22 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the authority of

Davood ibn Fargad that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) on the authority of
said, “Anger is the key to all evil.”

A Characteristic Due to Justice
1-23 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Aba Abdullah
Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn
Muhammad al-Juwhary, on the authority of Hubayb al-Khas’ami that Aba
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Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Love for the people what you love for
yourselves.”

A Characteristic Due to Which We Are Interested in How
Others Judge About Us

1-24 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of some of the companions that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “Whoever deals justly with the people will be pleased with
how others judge about him.”

1-25 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Al-Mufaz’zal ibn Umar that Abu
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) was asked the following question: “What is the
minimum right of a believer incumbent upon his brethren?” He (MGB)
replied, “That he doesn’t solely dedicate what they need to himself.”

Seek Nearness to God with One Characteristic
1-26 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “Seek nearness to God by sympathizing with your brethren.”

God Has Not Tested the Servants with Anything Harder

Than One Characteristic
1-27 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated
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that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali
al-Kufy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of
Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz, on the authority of Jamil ibn Dur’raj that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “God has not tested the servants with
anything harder than giving money.”

A Characteristic that Is the Result of Being Kind

1-28 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Khalid al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Khalaf ibn Himmad, on the authority of Musa ibn
Bakr, on the authority of Zurarah, on the authority of Humran ibn A’ayn
that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “There is a result for everything. The
result of being kind is to speed up turning on the light.”6

A Characteristic that Stabilizes One’s Faith and One that
Makes Him Lose His Faith
1-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on
the authority of Abu Abdullah al-Razi, on the authority of Ali ibn Suleiman
ibn Rashid, on the authority of Musa ibn Salam that Aban ibn Savid asked
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Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “What stabilizes a servant’s faith?” He
(MGB) replied, “What stabilizes his faith is piety, and what makes him lose
his faith is greed.”

A Characteristic that Destroys a Believer’s Dignity

1-30 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of Ubaydullah ibn Abdullah
al-Dihgan, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor al-Vaseti, on the
authority of Ibrahim ibn Abdul-Hamid that Abil Hassan Al-Kazim (MGB)
said, “Walking in a rush will destroy a believer’s dignity.”

A Good Characteristic Which No Other Characteristic Is
Better Than, and a Bad Characteristic That No Other

Characteristic Is Worse Than
1-31 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Abi Himmam -
Isma’il ibn Himmam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id
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ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Muslim al-Sakoony, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father (MGB) that
the Prophet (MGB) said, “There is one good characteristic that is better than
any other good characteristic. However, there are no characteristics better
than getting killed in the way of the Honorable the Exalted God. There is
some ingratitude that is worse than any other kinds of ingratitude. However,
there is no ingratitude worse than killing one’s parents.”

A Characteristic That Guarantees Who Will Not Become

Poor

1-32 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn Isma’il,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Umar, on the authority of Abdullah ibn
Ayoob, on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Maymun said, “l heard Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, ‘I guarantee that whoever is frugal will
never become poor.””

The Form of Chivalry of the Members of the Holy Household

1-33 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Al-Haysam ibn Abi Masruq al-Nehdi, on the authority of
Ibn Abi Najran, on the authority of Himad, on the authority of Hurayz that
Zurarah said, “lI heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, ‘We are
members of a Household whose chivalry is to forgive those who have
oppressed us.””’

A Characteristic Due to One’s Chivalry

1-34 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Isma’il ibn
Mihran, on the authority of Salih ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Aban ibn
Tagqlib, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “Considering the public’s interest regarding one’s property is
due to manliness.”

A Characteristic that Is Not Good for a Dignified Man
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1-35 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have
Mercy upon him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Abi Umayr that Muawiyah ibn Wahab said, “Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) saw me carrying some green vegetables in Medina. He said, ‘It is
not good for a dignified man to carry lowly things since the people will then
dare to disrespect him.””
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God Loves One Characteristic and Despises One

Characteristic

1-36 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the authority of Ja’far
ibn Bashir al-Bajaly, on the authority of Davood al-Raqqy that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Moderation is what God the Honorable,
the Exalted loves. Wastefulness is despised by Him*® even if it is throwing
away a date seed that can be used, or throwing away the leftover liquid from
your drink.”

One Who has This Characteristic Would Not Be Thankful

for Blessings

1-37 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God have Mercy upon him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Ali ibn Hisan that
someone narrated that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Whoever bears
oppression would not thank for blessings.”*°

1-38 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Sayyari, on the
authority of Ali ibn Asbat who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) saying, “Whoever is not angered when oppressed would not thank
for blessings.”

A Characteristic Due to Humbleness
1-39 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of Uthman ibn Isa, on the authority of Harun
ibn Kharija’ that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “It is a form of
humbleness to greet everyone you meet.”

A Characteristic that Is Close to Blasphemy and A

Characteristic that Might Change Destiny

1-40 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn
Zayd ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Abi Talib (MGB)
narrated from Qum in the month of Rajab? of the year 339 A.H. (950 A.D.)
that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of his father, on the
authority of lbn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of his forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said, “Poverty is close to blasphemy, and jealousy might
bring you close to changing destiny.”?
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A Characteristic that Destroyed Previous Nations
1-41 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-
Vasha that Abil-Hassan al-Hiza said, “I heard Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) ask Abil Abbas al-Bagbaq, ‘What prevented you from attending the
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pilgrimage?°?? He replied, ‘The suretyship which | undertook.” Bagbaq said,
‘What do you have to do with suretyship? Don’t you know that it was
suretyship that destroyed previous nations?’”

Martyrdom Is Expiation for Every Sin Except for One’s Debt

1-42 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Han’nan ibn Sadeer, on the authority of his
father that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Martyrdom in God’s way is
expiation for every sin except for one’s debt which has no expiation. One
has to pay it back either himself?3, or the one who has given him the loan
should give it up.”

God the Almighty Has Sent Muhammad (MGB) and His

Nation a Gift That He Has Not Given to Any Other Nation

1-43 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of
Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadig (MGB), on
the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Indeed
God the Blessed the Sublime has granted me and my nation a gift that He
has not granted to any other nation. This is an honor from God for us.” He
was asked, “O Prophet of God! What is it?”” He said, “It is breaking the fast
and shortening our prayers (while we are) on a journey.” Whoever doesn’t
do so has turned down God’s gifts.”

A Characteristic that One Should Have If He Wants to

Increase Goodness in His House

1-44 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Yahya, on the
authority of his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Rashid, on the authority of Abi
Basir, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority
of his forefathers (MGB) that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali
(MGB) said, “Whoever wants to have an increase in goodness in his house
should make ablutions before eating.”?*
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God Will Look at Whom He Likes. Once He Looks at Him,

He Shall Grant Him One of Three Gifts

1-45 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Sindy, on the
authority of Ahmad ibn an-Nazr al-Khazzaz, on the authority of Amr ibn
Shimr, on the authority of Jabir that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “When
God likes someone, He will look at him. When He looks at him, He will
grant him one of three gifts: a headache, fever, or eye pain.”

The Hereafter is the Wedding of the Pious Ones
1-46 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn Muhammad al-
Qashany that someone narrated on the authority of Abdullah ibn al-Qasim
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al-Ja’fari that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “The Hereafter is the
wedding of the pious ones.”

1-47 Ja’far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih
al-Kufy narrated that his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali quoted on the
authority of his great grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the
authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB), on the authority of his father As-Sajjad (MGB), “A man went to the
Prophet (MGB) and asked, ‘Why is it that | do not like death?’” The Prophet
(MGB) asked him, ‘Do you have any wealth?” He replied, ‘Yes.” The
Prophet (MGB) asked, ‘Have you not sent your wealth?® ahead of you?” He
said, ‘No.” The Prophet (MGB) said, ‘Then that is why you do not like
death.””

A Characteristic That is Like its Opposite
1-48 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Abi Umayr, on the authority
of Hamzih ibn Himran that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “God the
Exalted the Sublime has not created any certitude in which there is no doubt
similar to the doubt about death in which there is no certitude.”

The Most Wicked People Are Those Who Are Respected for

Possessing One Characteristic
1-49 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have
Mercy upon him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Bakr
ibn Salih, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority of
Abdullah?®, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly, on the
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authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad?’, on the authority of Ja’far ibn
Muhammad, on the authority of his father, on the authority of his
forefathers, on the authority of Ali (MGB) that the Prophet (MGB) said,
“The most wicked people in my nation?® are those who are respected for
fear of their wickedness. Whoever the people respect due to fear of his
wickedness is not from my nation.”

A Characteristic in This World is Abstinence, and a

Characteristic That is Gratitude for all Blessings

1-50 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad,
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Some of the
Al-Nofelites and Mohammad ibn Sin’an who linked it up to the Commander
of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) who said, “Pay more attention to the
acceptance of your deeds than the deeds themselves. Abstinence in the
world is reducing aspirations. And gratitude for all blessings is avoiding
everything which God the Honorable the Exalted has forbidden. Whoever
strains his body has pleased his Lord, and whoever doesn’t strain his body
has disobeyed his Lord.”

Nothing Deserves to Be Restrained More Than the Tongue

1-51 Hamzih ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Alavi - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan al-Qandi, on the
authority of Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishaq that Al-Harith
narrated that he had heard the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB)
say, “Restrain your tongue more than anything else.”
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Whoever Raises his Aspirations Does Wrong

1-52 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Abi Himmam
Isma’il ibn Himam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan,
on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad
as-Sadig (MGB), on the authority of his father, on the authority of his
forefathers that Ali (MGB) said, “Whoever raises his aspirations shall do
wrong.”

Good Deeds Are Recorded for a Muslim as Long as He

Remains Quiet
1-53 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Musa ibn Umar, on the
authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ribat, on the authority of some of his
men
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that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Good deeds are recorded for a

Muslim man as long as he remains quiet. However, once he starts to talk,
good or bad deeds?® are recorded for him.”

A Characteristic Having Which Will Result in God Saving

You From the Fear of the Hereafter
1-54 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Hamzih ibn
Ya’la who linked it up through documents to God’s Prophet (MGB) who
said, “Whoever is the enemy of his own self rather than the people will be
saved by God from the fear of the Resurrection Day.”

The Most Intelligent Characteristic

1-55 Suleiman ibn Ahmad ibn Ayoob al-Lakhmy narrated that Abdul
Vah’hab ibn Kharajih quoted on the authority of Abu Kurayb, on the
authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein al-Alavi, on the authority of his father Al-Hussein ibn Zayd, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Baqgir (MGB), on the authority of Ali ibn al-
Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ali*, on the
authority of Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The
most intelligent characteristic after having faith in God the Honorable the
Exalted is expressing love for the people.”

The Most Pious, the Best Worshipping, the Most Ascetic and

the Most Hard-Working People

1-56 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on
the authority of Abi Shoayb who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) who said, “The most pious person is one who stops when in doubt.
The best worshipping person is one who performs the obligatory deeds. The
most ascetic person is one who abandons the forbidden, and the most hard-
working person is one who abandons sinning.”

Becoming Sorry Is the Same as Repenting

33


http://www.alhassanain.org/english

Al-Khisal; A Numeric Classification of Traditions on Characteristics =

1-57 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Ali al-Jahzamy that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Becoming sorry is the
same as repenting.”
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Whoever Earns More Than His Meals fom This World
1-58 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Mahboob, on the authority of
Ali ibn al-Hussein ibn Ribat who linked it up to a man who complained to
the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) about his needs. The
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Commander of the Faithful (MGB) said, “Know that you are only a
treasurer for other people for what you earn from this world that is more
than your meals.”

A Characteristic That Deserves to Be Willed

1-59 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of
Isma’il ibn Mihran, on the authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor, on the
authority of Isa ibn Bashir, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that
Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “When the time of death of the Blessed Ali
ibn al-Hussein (MGB) arrived, he hugged me tightly and said, ‘O my son! |
advise you to do what my father advised me to do at the time of his death,
and reminded me what his father had advised him to do at the time of his
death. O my son! I advise you not to oppress anyone who has no helper but
God.””

A Characteristic That Causes One to Be Thrown Out and a
Characteristic That Causes One to Be Joined

1-60 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-
Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an that Hazifat
ibn Mansoor said that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “A
group of people from the Quraysh tribe reduced their (level of) treatment of
the people with moderation, and were thrown out of the Quraysh tribe.3!
And by God, whatever there is in their records is suffering. Another group
of people from the Quraysh tribe treated the people with moderation and
joined the lofty household (of the Prophet).” Then he added, “Whoever
withdraws his hand from the people has withdrawn just one hand, but many
hands will be withdrawn from him.”

Lofty Characteristics and Bad Characteristics for the People

of the World
1-61 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn lIsa, on the authority of Al-Hijal, on the
authority of Ala’, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Muslim who said
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that he had heard Aba Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) say, “Good deeds are as
lofty for the people of the world as they are on their balance of deeds on the
Resurrection Day. And bad deeds are as bad for the people of the world as
they are on their balance of deeds on the Resurrection Day.”

There Is No Honor Except Through One Characteristic.

There Is No Nobility Except Through Another Characteristic
1-62 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry, on the authority of
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Mahboob, on the authority of Malik ibn Atiye, on the authority of Abi
Hamzih al-Sumaly that Ali ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB) said, “There is
no honor for the Quraysh tribe or any other Arabs except by means of
humbleness, and there is no nobility except by means of piety. A deed is not
a deed unless there is an intention behind it. There is no worshipping except
by means of understanding. Beware that the most despised person by God
the Honorable the Exalted is the one who considers himself to be the
follower of a leader but doesn’t act according to the deeds of his leader.”
1-63 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God have
Mercy upon him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the
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authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Hammad ibn
Uthman that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Collyrium helps hair to
grow, dry tears, sweeten the saliva, and improve sight.”

When God Loves a Servant He Will Make Him Suffer from a

Great Calamity

1-64 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Zayd Abi Usamah ash-Shaham, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There is a great
reward for a great calamity. If he is pleased with the calamity, then God the
Honorable the Exalted will be pleased with him. However, if he is
displeased with the calamity, then God will be displeased with him.”

A Characteristic That Leads to Hemorrhoids
1-65 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of Abu
Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority
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of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad®, on the authority of Aba Abdullah - Ja’far ibn

Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father®3, on the

authority of his grandfather®*, on the authority of his father (MGB) that the

Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Sitting on the toilet for
too long will lead to hemorrhoids.”

A Hand on Which There Is an Iron Ring Is Not Clean
1-66 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the authority of Safvan
ibn Yahya, on the authority of Al-Sari ibn Khalid, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A hand on
which there is an iron ring is not clean.”%

Do Not Respond to Whoever Talks Before He Greets You

1-67 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-
Nawfaly, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad?, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Do not respond to whoever talks before he
greets you.” He also said, “Do not invite anyone to dine with you unless he
greets you.”

A Characteristic That if Practiced Implies Despise for

Muhammad’s Religion
1-68 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Ali ibn Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Abi Basir that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Whoever practices fortune-telling or goes to
see a fortune-teller indeed despises Muhammad’s religion.” Then he was
asked, “What about physiognomy3’? He replied, “I do not like you to go to
see them, even though what they say may be close to reality. Physiognomy

is a remnant of Prophethood leftover for the people.”
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Only One of the Proverbs of the Prophets Has Remained

1-69 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the
authority of Ali ibn Asbat, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Jahm that
Abil Hassan - the first®® (MGB) said, “Only one of the proverbs from the
Prophets has remained that is, ‘When you have no shame, you will do
whatever you wish.”” He also said, “This applies to the Umayyad clan.”
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When God Wishes a Servant Well, He Will Expedite His
Punishment in This World, and When He Wishes Someone

Bad, He Will Procrastinate His Punishment

1-70 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority
of Al-Sari ibn Khalid that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “When God
wishes a servant well, He will expedite his punishment in this world.
However, when God wishes someone bad, He will procrastinate punishing
him for the sins he commits until the Resurrection Day.”

Be Patient with the Enemies of the Blessings

1-71 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqgoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Muawiyah ibn Wahab, on the authority of Mu’az ibn Muslim
that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “Be patient with the enemies of
the blessings®®. You cannot treat those who disobey God regarding yourself
any better than by obeying God regarding them.”

The Prophet (MGB) and Ali Ibn Abi Talib Were Created

from the Same Root

1-72 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Abu Sa’id Sahl ibn Zyad al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Ali ibn Hafs al-Abasi,
on the authority of Al-Salt ibn al-Ala’, on the authority of Abil-Hozoor, on
the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqgir (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“The people were created from several roots. Ibn Abi Talib and | were
created from the same root. Ali is my trunk, and Ja’far*® is my branch.”

A Characteristic That is Gratitude for All Blessings

1-73 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Atiye*, on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid that
he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “The gratitude for any
blessing - no matter how great it may be - is to praise God the Honorable the
Exalted.”

Religion Is the Same as Love
1-74 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
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authority of his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Himran, on the authority of Sa’id ibn Yasar
that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) told him, “Is religion anything but love?

God the Honorable the Exalted said,
‘Say, ‘If ye do love God, Follow me: God will love you ...>>”%?

When Two Believers Shake Hands They Shall Depart from

Each Other Void of Any Sins
1-75 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn al-Mukhtar,
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on the authority of Abi Ubaydat al-Ha’za that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB)
said, “Whenever two believers shake hands, they shall depart from each
other void of any sins.”

A Characteristic That Revives the Hearts
1-76 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Abi Umayr, on the authority of Khat’tab ibn Muslimat, on the authority of
Al-Fuzayl ibn Yasar that Abu Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) told him, “O Fuzayl!
Verily our traditions revive the hearts.”

A Characteristic That Revives the Affairs of the Almighty

God’s Proofs
1-77 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Hamran, on the authority of Khaysamat that Abu Ja’far al-
Bagir (MGB) told him, “Visit each other in your homes since this will
revive our affairs - may God forgive anyone who revives our affairs.”

God the Almighty Has Not Created Anything More

Delightful Than This Characteristic

1-78 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Abil Sahban, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi
Umayr, on the authority of Jamil ibn Salih, on the authority of Muhammad
ibn Marvan who narrated that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) told him, “O
Muhammad! My father said, ‘O my son! God has not created anything more
delightful than concealing of faith*® for your father.””
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A Characteristic That Constitutes Nine-Tenths of Religion

1-79 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Abu Sa’id al-Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hassan al-
Lu’lu’ee, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abdullah
ibn Jundab, on the authority of Abi Umar al-Ajami that Abu Abdullah told
him, “O Abu Umar! Indeed nine-tenths of religion is in the concealing of
faith. Whoever doesn’t practice the concealing of faith has no religion.
There is concealing of faith in everything except in drinking wine and
wiping the feet from over foot-wear*4.”

Whoever is Pleased with His Destiny or is Displeased with it
1-80 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Al-Fura that Aba Abdullah Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq
(MGB) said, “What is destined will happen to whoever is pleased with his
destiny, and he will be rewarded. However, what is destined will happen to
whoever is displeased with his destiny but God will cancel his reward.”

A Characteristic for Which Even Red-Haired Camels Are

Not Loved
1-81 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Khalid, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Ali ibn
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al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB) said, “I do not like to possess red-haired
camels® instead of my being oppressed; and | have never quenched my
thirst any better than quenching my wrath over the one I got angry with.”

A Characteristic That Increases the Daily Bread

1-82 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God
forgive him - narrated that Al-Hassan ibn Matil al-Dag’gaq quoted on the
authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the authority
of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Abi Oaf al-Ajali that he had heard
Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) say, “Washing hands before and after every
meal will increase your share of daily bread.”

1-83 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr,

e & ol jlisl dans
! RPN Sd= 1B eyl Al W 1 J6 as & ) ol Wa=1-79
Gl o8 oz dl ds e e 0l o) e s ey e Wi TG
3 ol Ll ens Of See LT L I ale A wesl L JG 1JG ol e
o o melly ol b 3 V) 2 5 Al W AE Y L s Y i
Aot g slall (o) oo
(o5 o sl W 1B W e oy e W 1J6 we 1 o) ] a-1-80
oo 1B L Lagile des oy Jdee e Ul e Ll e e Gl o e e
Loy sladl wle ST sladll bsun oy el gy sliadll e ST cladll o)
ol
(,;;S\ B oy Y il
o osin e B e e Wi 1J6 we A o) o Was1-81
boghe el o e e QL B T e Vs e ee Gl o et 8
i o el der o d bpand) o i Jd 0T T L 106 L)
Llo s 3TY Le
G G W i
oo S 1B = ey = a2 182
Gye gl oo e G il e Ol BT e At e (BB s
(B3 A oy plalall 3 g8l T sk aSLL) ale & ae Ul e 1JG ol

44



www.alhassanain.org/english

o sin of e e Wi 1JU e A o) ol Bu-1-83

on the authority of Al-Fuzayl’s brother, on the authority of Al-Fuzayl
that Abi Ja’far al-Baqir (MGB) said, “A sin that will not be forgiven is one
that a person commits and says, ‘I wish | was not questioned about any
deeds other than this one.””#

A Characteristic That Leads to Hypocrisy and Poverty
1-84 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Mihran ibn Muhammad, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Pleased with who narrated that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB)
say, “Singing will lead to hypocrisy and result in poverty.”

The First Gift Given to a Believer Due to a Characteristic

1-85 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn al-Hussein al-Sa’ed Abady quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of 1bn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn
Uthman and ibn Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Ishaq ibn Am’mar that he
asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “What is the first gift that is given to
a believer?” The Imam (MGB) replied, “The forgiveness of those who
follow his corpse in his funeral procession.”

A Characteristic for Which One Who Has No Good Deeds is

Forgiven on the Resurrection Day

1-86 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Imran that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “On the Resurrection Day a
servant will be brought forward who has no good deeds. He is told to try to
remember if he has done any good deeds. He thinks and says, “O my Lord! |
have no good deeds, but once when so and so who is one of your believing
servants passed by me, I asked him for some water. He gave me water and |
made ablutions with it. Then | prayed for Your sake.” Then God the Blessed
the Sublime will say, “Indeed | forgave you for My sake. Take My servant
to Heaven.*””

A Characteristic That is the Root of All Sins
1-87 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yaqoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Durost ibn Abi Mansoor, on the authority of someone that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “The love for the world is the root of all
sins.”
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How Awkward It Is If a Man Enters Heaven Having Lost His

Honor
1-88 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Sa’ed ibn Abi Khalaf, on the authority of Najm*® that Abi Ja’far
al-Bagir (MGB) told him, “O Najm! All of you are with us in Heaven. How
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awkward will it be if a man from among you enters Heaven having lost his
honor!” Najm asked, “May I be your ransom! Is this possible?”” The Imam
(MGB) replied, “Yes. This will be the case if he has not guarded his private
parts and his stomach.”*

A Characteristic Doing Which Will Cause the Almighty God

to Have Mercy Upon You

1-89 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Sayf ibn Umayrih, on the authority of Mudrik ibn al-Hazhaz that Abu
Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said, “O Mudrik! May God have mercy upon
whoever attracts the love of the people to himself, narrates for them what
they would understand, and omits what they do not comprehend.”

A Characteristic Doing Which Will Cause Increased Good
for One’s House

1-90 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Abi Sa’id al-
Adamy, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn al-Hussein al-Lu’lu’ee, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Isma’il
ibn Abi Zyad, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB)
that the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) said, “Whoever wants
to increase the good in his house should wash his hands before he eats.”

On Him Whose Health Has Overcome His IlIiness but He

Treats Himself and Dies
1-91 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Sahl ibn Zyad, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Isma’il
ibn Abi Zyad®™ that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “I despise whoever
whose health overcomes his illness, but he treats himself with something
and dies.”

A Characteristic Which a Believer Avoids
1-92 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him
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- narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad, on the
authority of Abu Nasr Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn Agabah, on the authority
of Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibn Ukht Abi Malik, on the authority of
Abdullah ibn Sin’an that Abolvahid ibn al-Mukhtar said, “I asked Aba
Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) about playing chess. He (MGB) replied, ‘A believer
avoids playing it.””

Nothing Ruins Faith as Much as One Characteristic Does

1-93 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on the authority of
Harun ibn Muslim, on the authority of Mus’adat ibn Sadagah, on the
authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Nothing ruins faith as much
as greed®! does. Greed has a crawling similar to the crawling of ants, and it
has branches similar to the branches of polytheism.”

One Who L.ives to See his Successor Is Prosperous
1-94 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Sin’an, on the authority of Musa ibn Bakr al-Vaseti, “I asked Abil Hassan
Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB) if he (MGB) saw anything wrong if
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someone says ‘may my father or mother be your ransom’ to his son or
daughter? The Imam (MGB) replied, It is being ungrateful to his parents if
they are alive, but it is fine if they have passed away. My father Ja’far
(MGB) used to say that whoever lives to see his successor is prosperous. In
fact, | swear by God that He has shown me the successor after me.””

A Believer’s Honor is More Than That of the Ka’ba
1-95 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the authority
of Ibrahim ibn Umar that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “A believer’s
honor is more than that of the Ka’ba.”

It Suffices for a Believer to See God’s Aid in the Form of His

Enemies Engaged in the Almighty God’s Disobedience
1-96 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the
authority of Qutaybat al-A’eshi that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “It
suffices for a believer to see God’s aid in the form of his enemies engaged
in the Almighty God’s disobedience.”>?
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A Gift Will Eliminate Animosities
1-97 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Sahl ibn Zyad,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sa’id, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi
Zyad al-Sakoony that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “Giving a gift
before asking for something is good. Exchange gifts and be friends since
giving gifts will eliminate animosities.”

Prosperous Be the One Who is Indifferent

1-98 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Safvan al-Jamal that Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said,
“Blessed be>? one who looks indifferent.>* He seems to be with the people,
but he doesn’t really follow their deeds. The people know him on the
surface but they do not know what goes on within him.”

A Characteristic That Will Make One Poor in the Hereafter

1-99 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Asad
Al-Asady quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Ayoob al-Nahravi,
on the authority of Ja’far ibn Sanid ibn Davood, on the authority of his
father, on the authority of Yusuf ibn Muhammad ibn Munkadir, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that God’s
Prophet (MGB) said that the mother of Solomon the son of David, told
Solomon, “Beware that sleeping too much at night will make one poor in
the Hereafter.”

A Group of People Who Are the Masters of Heaven
1-100 Abul-Hassan Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ali Asad Al-Asady
narrated that his father, Ali ibn al-Abbas al-Bajaly and al-Hassan Ali ibn
Nasr al-Toosi quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman ibn
Qazvan, on the authority of Abu Sin’an al-Abedi, on the authority of Safvan
ibn Saleem, on the authority of Ata ibn Yasar, on the authority of Abi Sa’id
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al-Khidry that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Those who know the Quran by
heart®® are the masters of Heaven.”

God’s Prophet Made His Ablutions One Organ at a Time

1-101 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Furgany in
Furgan narrated that Abul Abbas al-Himady quoted on the authority of Abu
Muslim al-Kajy, on the authority of Abdullah ibn VVah’hab, on the authority
of Abul Rahim ibn Zayd al-Ami, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Muawiyah ibn Qarah, on the authority of Ibn Umar that God’s
Prophet (MGB) used to make his ablutions one organ at a time.
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The Characteristic That Is the Best Goodness

1-102 Abul Hassan Ali ibn Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Asvari narrated that
Abu Yusuf Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Qays al-Sejezi®® al-Mozakar quoted
on the authority of Abu Muhammad Abdul Aziz ibn Ali al-Sarakhsi in Marv
al-Ruz, on the authority of Abu Bakr Ahmad ibn Umran al-Baghdady, on
the authority of Abul Hassan (the first), on the authority of Abul Hassan (the
second), on the authority of Abul-Hassan (the third), on the authority of Al-
Hassan (the first), on the authority of Al-Hassan (the second) that Al-Hassan
(the third - MGB) said, “The best goodness is being good-tempered.”

The first Abul-Hassan is Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahim al-Tastary. The
second Abul-Hassan is Ali ibn Ahmad al-Basry al-Temar. And the third
Abul-Hassan is Ali ibn Muhammad al-Vagedy. The first Al-Hassan is Al-
Hassan ibn Urfatal Abdi. The second Al-Hassan is Al-Hassan ibn Abil-
Hassan al-Basry. And the third Al-Hassan is Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB).

The Prophet Put off His Special Prayer for One

Characteristic

1-103 Abul Hassan Tahir ibn Muhammad ibn Yunus narrated that
Muhammad ibn Uthman al-Haravy quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn
Najda, on the authority of Abu Bashar Khatn al-Mugar’ri, on the authority
of Mu’amir ibn Suleiman that he had heard Anas ibn Malik®’ say that he had
heard God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Each Prophet has a special supplication
which he has said to God and in which he has asked God for something.
However, | put off my special supplication to intercede on behalf of my
nation on the Resurrection Day.”

A Characteristic That is the Best Form of Worshipping and a

Characteristic That is the Noblest Form of Being Religious

1-104 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that lbn Muni’a® quoted on the
authority of Harun ibn Abdullah, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Abdul
Rahman al-Dameshqi, on the authority of Khalid ibn Abi Khalid al-Azraq,
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Rahman - whom | suspect to be
ibn Abi Layli, on the authority of Nafe’ah, on the authority of Ibn Umar that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The best form of worshipping is to apply
yourself to the acquisition of knowledge, and the noblest form of being
religious is piety.”

What Is A Lot but Its Doers Are A Few
1-105 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Ibn Muni’a® quoted on the
authority of Ahmad ibn Imran al-Akhnesi in the year 28 A.H. (649 A.D.) in
which he died, that he heard Abu Khalid al-Ahmari quote on the authority
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of Isma’il ibn Abi Khalid, on the authority of Ata ibn al-Sa’eb, on the
authority
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of his father, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Amr that God’s Prophet

(MGB) said, “There are a lot of good deeds but there are only a few good-
doers.”

A Characteristic That Constitutes Half of the Religion
1-106 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that lbn Muni’a®® quoted on the
authority of Ali ibn Isa al-Mokhrami in the year 130 A.H. (747 A.D.), on the
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authority of Khilad ibn Isa, on the authority of Sabit, on the authority of
Anas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Being good-tempered constitutes
half of the religion.”

A Characteristic That is the Best Thing Given to a Muslim
1-107 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul-Abbas al-Suraj quoted on
the authority of Yaqoob ibn Ibrahim, on the authority of Vaki’a, on the
authority of Mas’ar and Sufyan, on the authority of Zyad ibn Alaga, on the
authority of Usamah ibn Sherik that God’s Prophet (MGB) was asked,

“What is the best thing given to a Muslim?”” He replied, “A good temper.”

The Prophet and Ali Ibn Abi Talib Were Created from One
Light

1-108 Muhammad ibn Umar al-Hafiz al-Baghdady narrated that Abu
Muhammad al-Hassan ibn Abdullah al-Razi quoted on the authority of his
father, on the authority of his master Ali ibn Musa al-Reza (MGB), on the
authority of his father Musa ibn Ja’far al-Kazim (MGB), on the authority of
his father Ja’far ibn Muhammad as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his
father Muhammad ibn Ali al-Bagir (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali
ibn al-Hussein as-Sajjad (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Hussein
(MGB), on the authority of his brother Al-Hassan ibn Ali (MGB), on the
authority of his father Ali ibn Abi Talib (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “Ali and | were created from the same light.”

A Servant’s Well-Being Depends Upon the Well-Being of One
of His Organs

1-109 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn
Ibrahim al-Daybali quoted on the authority of Abu Abdullah, on the
authority of Sufyan, on the authority of Mujahid that he heard al-Sha’abi
narrated that he heard al-Nue’man ibn Bashir said that he had heard God’s
Prophet (MGB) say, “There is a delicate organ in man’s body. If it is
healthy all his body is healthy. If it gets ill, it will cause the ailment of the
rest of the body. That is the heart.”

1-110 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abul Abbas al-Suraj quoted on
the authority of Abul Abbas al-Siraj quoted on the authority of Qutaybat, on
the authority of Roshdin ibn Sa’ed al-Mesri Abul Haj’jaj®*, on the authority
of Sharahil ibn Yazid®?, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Umar and Abi
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Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “When a man’s heart is

healthy, then his body is healthy. If the heart is diseased, then the body will
become diseased.”

A Man Enters Heaven for One Characteristic
1-111 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad al-Sejezy narrated that 1Ibn Mu’az quoted on
the authority of Al-Hussein al-Marvazy, on the authority of Abdullah, on the
authority of Yahya ibn Ubaydullah, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Aba Hurayreh that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A servant (i.e.
person) would enter Heaven for having removed a thorn on the path of the
Muslims.”

One Who Likes Two Characteristics Shall do One Thing

1-112 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Furgany narrated
that Abul Abbas Muhammad ibn Jumhoor al-Himady quoted on the
authority of Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ali ibn Zayd al-Sayeq al-Mac’ci
in Mecca narrated that Ahmad ibn Shoayb quoted on the authority of his
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father, on the authority of Yunus ibn Shahab that Anas ibn Malik®® heard
God’s Prophet (MGB) say, “Whoever likes an extended share of his daily
bread and a delayed death will visit his kin.”

God’s Prophet Finished His Prayers with One Greeting

1-113 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar narrated that Abul
Qasim Sa’id ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Salim quoted on the authority of Abu
Zakarya Yahya ibn al-Fazl al-Var’raq, on the authority of Ishaq ibn Ibrahim
al-Var’raq al-Samargandi, on the authority of Suleiman ibn Salme, on the
authority of Bagiat ibn al-Walid, on the authority of Al-Zayady®, on the
authority of Al-Zuhra, on the authority of Anas that God’s Prophet (MGB)
finished his prayers with one greeting.5°

Notes

1. That is opposing us and we are fighting with them.

2. Referring to the Trinity

3. In the Arabic text, the word Tooba is used which is translated to mean "blessedness"
here. Tooba is the name of a Heavenly tree which is rooted in the Prophet's (MGB) house.
There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers. These branches will yield
whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a
fast riding horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a
crow starts from the base of the tree and tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there
until it gets old. So beware, and try to attain this boundless blessing. Indeed a believer is
busy doing his work, and the people are safe from him. When the night comes, he will fall
prostrate in God's Worship. He will ask God who has created him to save him from the Fire
of Hell. So beware and try to be like this.

4. Al-Sakoony.

5. Also in Al-Amali by Al-Sadooq, and in Bihar al-Anwar. This means that the best
thing for man to do is to obey God’s orders since God knows best what is good for man.

6. Al-Qad’dah

7. We read in Al-Amali ‘Suleiman ibn Ahmad al-Lakhmy’.

8. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB)

9. who is Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abu Abdullah al-Razi.

10. Ibn Sayf

11. The oppressive ruler

12. May God Bless Him

13. To worship God

14. Ibn Abbas was born in the year 3 B.H. (i.e. before the emigration of the Prophet
(MGB) from Mecca to Medina, 618-619 A.D.) and his mother took him to the Prophet
Muhammad (MGB) before he had began to suckle. The Prophet Muhammad (MGB) put
some of his saliva on the newborn's tongue, and that was the beginning of the close
relationship between those two. While growing up, he was constantly at the Prophet's side
carrying out different services like fetching water for a partial ablution (wuzu). He would
pray with the Prophet Muhammad (MGB) and accompany him on his assemblies, journeys
and expeditions. The Prophet Muhammad (MGB) would often draw him close, pat him on
the shoulder and pray, ‘O God! Teach him (the knowledge of) the Book’, and Ibn Abbas
devoted his life to the pursuit of learning and knowledge. Ibn Abbas kept on following the
Prophet Muhammad (MGB), memorizing, and learning the teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (MGB).

15. Who stay up at night to worship God

16. This means that one should rush to turn on the light in preparation for serving the
guests that have been kind to him before. Remember that electricity was not discovered at
that time, and they used to light lanterns.

17. Just as the Prophet (MGB) did upon conquering Mecca

18. God.

56



www.alhassanain.org/english

19. This means that a healthy person gets pleased when he is dealt with kindly. He then
thanks. Likewise, he gets upset and angry when he is oppressed. However, a person who
has no conscience doesn’t care either way.

20. Rajab is the seventh month in the Islamic lunar calendar.

21. This means that poverty might lead one to do wrong. A sense of jealousy might
result in acting against whom we are jealous of, and this might change our destiny.

22. of the Ka’ba.

23. Or a friend should pay it back on his behalf.

24. Implying that it is better to wash our hands before we eat.

25. To the Hereafter. This implies giving charity.

26. It seems that there must be a mistake in the original Arabic text. It might be “on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah who is Al-Hassan ibn Ali al-Kufi who narrated
on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Yazid al-Nawfaly.

27. Al-Sakoony.

28. In some versions it says: “in my family.”

29. Based on what he says.

30. Imam Al-Hussein (MGB).

31. Meaning from the members of the holy household of the Prophet (MGB).

32. Al-Sakoony.

33. Imam al-Bagir (MGB).

34. Imam al-Hussein (MGB).

35. This may refer to the presently known fact that iron rusts and is harmful.

36. Al-Sakoony.

37. Physiognomy is the interpretation of outward appearance, especially the features of
the face, to discover a person's predominant temper and character. Physiognomy deals with
studying facial features, the lineaments of the body, and even gesture and expression. The
assumption at work is that an individual's nature-- his or her disposition, character, mind,
and soul-- can be judged by scrutinizing the outside of him or her. Not everybody is equally
competent at this kind of reading, however; some who were thought especially literate were
frequently requested by others less skilled to "read that countenance™ and report back the
findings.

38. Imam al-Kazim (MGB).

39. Those who are jealous of you for the blessings that are bestowed upon you.

40. Al-Tay’yar, i.e. Ja’far ibn Abi Talib (MGB).

41. In some versions we read: “Al-Hussein ibn Atiye.”

42. The Holy Quran: Al-i-Imran 3:31.

43. A practice to guard one’s faith. This practice has been designated for the believers
when they live under oppressive conditions in which exposing their faith could endanger
their religion and their lives. To better understand this concept, please read traditions Nos.
177 and 178 below quoted from MISHKAT UL-ANWAR FI GHURAR IL-AKHBAR
“The Lamp Niche for the Best Traditions” by Hassan ibn Fazl ibn Hassan Tabarsi
translation by Ms. Lisa (Zaynab) Morgan & Dr. Ali Peiravi and published by the Ansariyan
Publications.

177- Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) said, "Concealing faith is for times when it is necessary to
do so, and the person who conceals his faith knows best when to do it."

178- Imam al-Bagir (MGB) said, "Concealing faith is for protecting lives and
preventing bloodshed. There is no reason to conceal faith if there is bloodshed." For more
interested readers a whole section of the above mentioned book is on concealing faith.

44. In making ablutions for the prayers.

45. Implying the best worldly possessions.

46. Implying that he underestimates the degree of severity of the sins that he commits.

47. God orders the angels to do so.

48. Najm ibn Haytam who was one of the companions of Imam al-Bagir (MGB).

49. Or has engaged in illegitimate sexual relationships, or has drunk or eaten forbidden
drinks or meals.

50. Al-Sakoony.

51. The Arabic word used here means avarice that is accompanied by greed.
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52. This means that when our enemies disobey God it is to their disadvantage and it is a
form of God’s aid to us.

53. In the Arabic text, the word Tooba is used which is translated to mean "blessedness"
here. Tooba is the name of a Heavenly tree which is rooted in the Prophet's (MGB) house.
There are branches of this tree in the homes of the believers. These branches will yield
whatever you desire. The branches are so extensive that if someone races under them with a
fast riding horse for even one-hundred years, he will not leave the shade of this branch. If a
crow starts from the base of the tree and tries to fly towards the top, it can never reach there
until it gets old. So beware, and try to attain this boundless blessing. Indeed a believer is
busy doing his work, and the people are safe from him. When the night comes, he will fall
prostrate in God's Worship. He will ask God who has created him to save him from the Fire
of Hell. So beware and try to be like this.

54. In Ma’ani al-Akhbar there is a tradition from the Commander of the Faithful that
says what is meant here is “one from whose looks the people cannot tell what is going on
within him”.

55. And act accordingly.

56. In some versions we read ‘Al-Sehri.’

57. See footnote for 1-103.

58. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

59. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

60. In some versions we read ‘Abu Muni’a.’

61. In some versions we read “Rashid ibn Sa’ed al-Basri.”

62. i.e. Al-Ma’afiry.

63. See footnote for 1-103.

64. Muhammad ibn Zyad ibn Ubayd al-Zayady Abu Abdullah Al-Basry known as
Y 0oyo0.

65. The greeting referred to here is at the end of the prayer during which we say,
‘Assalmu alayka ayuhanabiyu va rahmatullahe va barakatu’.
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Part 2: On Two-Numbered Characteristics

Recognition of God By Two Characteristics

2-1 Ahmad ibn Harun al-Fami! and Ja’far ibn Muhammad ibn Masroor -
may God be pleased with them - narrated that Muhammad ibn Ja’far ibn
Bat’tat quoted on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on
the authority of Hisham ibn Salim, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-
Sadiq (MGB), “I heard my father (MGB) narrate on the authority of his
father (MGB) that a man stood in front of the Commander of the Faithful
Imam Ali (MGB) and said, ‘O Commander of the Faithful! How did you
come
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to recognize your Lord?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘By the dissolution of
intentions and the breach of aspirations. Sometimes | had an aspiration, but
He got in the way between me and my aspirations. Sometimes | made some
intentions, but destiny opposed my intentions. Thus, | realized that there is
some other Planner.” The man asked, ‘Why did you thank Him for His
Blessings?’ He (MGB) replied, ‘I looked at His Calamities which He fended
off from me and brought them upon someone else. Thus, | realized that He
has Blessed me. Thus, | thanked Him.” The man asked, ‘Why do you like to
meet Him?” He (MGB) replied, ‘I saw that He has given me the religion of
His Angels, Messengers and Prophets. Then | realized that He has honored
me with this religion and will never forget me. Therefore, |1 would like to
meet Him.’

On the Prophet’s Saying, “There Are Two Things Which |

Do Not Wish to Share with Anyone”

2-2 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the
authority of his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of
Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the
authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two things which | do not wish to
share with anyone. The first one is my ablutions that are a part of my prayer,
and the second one is my charity which | personally like to put in the hands
of the needy, since it will be placed in the Hands of the Merciful.”

Two Strange Things to Put up with

2-3 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on
the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad
(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his
forefathers (MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “There are two strange things you must put up with: Accept a
wise saying said by a fool, and forgive a foolish saying said by a wise man.”

Nothing Voids Ablutions Except for What Leaves from the

Two Sides
2-4 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn
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Muhammad ibn Abi Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Sama’at, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Miskan, on the authority of Abi
Basir al-Moradi: “I asked Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) regarding having
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phlebotomy performed and any blood that flows out of the body. The
Imam (MGB) replied, ‘There is no need to make any ablutions since one
must only make ablutions due to what leaves from the two sides? by (the

mechanisms bestowed to us due to) God’s Blessing.’”

The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor - said, “This
means defecation, farting, urination, and ejaculation.”

Two Blessings Being Denied
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2-5 Ja’far ibn Ali al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
his grandfather Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih quoted on
the authority of his grandfather Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority
of Isma’il ibn Muslim, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on
the authority of his father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers
(MGB), on the authority of Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Two blessings are taken for granted®: Security and health.”

Two Things Which Cause Trouble for Most People

2-6 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn lbrahim quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-Sakoony,
on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB), on the authority of
Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two things which
cause trouble for most people: health and leisure.”

2-7 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that Abu Ja’far Muhammad ibn Mu’az
quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn al-Hassan al-Marvazy, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn al-Mobarak and al-Fazl ibn Musa, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn Sa’id ibn Abi Hind, on the authority of his father, on the
authority of Ibn Ab’bas that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two
things which cause sedition for most people: health and leisure.”

No Worship of God is Better than Being Quiet and Walking

to God’s House
2-8 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ayoob ibn Nooh, on the authority of Al-Rabi’a ibn
Muhammad al-Muslimy, on the authority of Abil Rabi’a ash-Shamy, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “No worship of God is better
than being quiet and walking to God’s House.”
2-9 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority
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of Yahya al-Tawil al-Basry®, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB), “A believer who accepts advice or an ignorant person who learns
will listen to the enjoinment of the good and the admonishment against evil.
However, one who has the whip and the sword will not.”

2-10 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Isa, on the authority of Abil Ab’bas Jarir al-Bajaly, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ishag, on the authority of his father, on the authority of Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “There are two wings for atheism: the
Umayyads and the al-Muhlibs.®”

The Blessed the Sublime God Has Divided the People on the

Earth into Two Groups

2-11 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abdul Jab’bar, on the authority of Al-
Hassan ibn Ali ibn Faz’zal, on the authority of Zarif ibn Nasih, on the
authority of Ibrahim ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad
(MGB), on the authority of his father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “The Blessed the Sublime God has divided the people on the Earth into
two groups and placed me in the better one. Then he divided that group into
three parts and | was in the best part. Then he chose the Quraysh from
amongst the Arabs, chose the children of Abdul Mutalib from amongst the
Hashemites’, and chose me from amongst the children of Abdul Mutalib.”
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Two Groups in This Nation Whose Improvement Would
Improve the Nation and Whose Corruption Would Corrupt

the Nation

2-12 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
Ahmad, on the authority of Al-Abbas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sa’id ibn Qazvan, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the
authority of Ja’far ibon Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his father
(MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There are two groups in this
nation whose improvement would improve the nation and whose corruption
would corrupt the nation.” He (MGB) was asked, “O Prophet of God! Who
are they?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “The jurisprudents and the chiefs.”

Fear God Regarding Two Weak Ones
2-13 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn
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Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Sindy, on the authority of Uthman
ibn Isa, on the authority of Sama’at, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-

Sadig (MGB), “Fear God regarding two weak ones meaning orphans and
women.”

The reward of whoever takes care of two daughters, Two

sisters, two paternal aunts or two maternal aunts
2-14 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn Isa ibn Ubayd, on the authority of
Zakariya al-Mumin who linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB),
“Whoever takes care of two daughters, two sisters, two paternal aunts or two
maternal aunts will be safeguarded from the Fire.”

Two Men Will Not Sense the Scent of Paradise

2-15 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Al-Sindy, on
the authority of Ali ibn al-Hikam, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-
Fuzayl, on the authority of Sharis al-Vabeshy, on the authority of Jabir, on
the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“The scent of Paradise can be smelled from a distance of five-hundred years
away. However, those damned by their parents and the cuckold will not
sense it.” He was asked, “O Prophet of God! Who is a cuckold?” He (MGB)
replied, “One whose wife commits adultery and he knows about it.”

What Has Been Said About Two-Faced People

What Has Been Said About Two-Faced People®

2-16 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Abi Ja’far
Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abil Jo’aza al-Monabat ibn
Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Alvan, on the authority of Amr
ibn Khalid, on the authority of Zayd ibn Ali, on the authority of his father
(MGB), on the authority of his grandfather (MGB), on the authority of Ali
(MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “A two-faced person will be
presented on the Resurrection Day with his tongue coming out from behind
his head and with another tongue sticking out in front. They will bring fire
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to burn him and proclaim, ‘This is one who had two faces and two tongues
in the world. This is how he will be known on the Resurrection Day.’”

2-17 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that lbn Muni’a® quoted on the
authority of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shoyba’, on the authority of Abu Muawiyah,
on the authority of Al-A’amash, on the authority of Abi Salih, on the
authority of Abi Hurayrih that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The worst of the
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people near the Honorable the Exalted God on the Resurrection Day are
the two-faced ones.”

2-18 Al-Khalil ibn Ahmad narrated that lbn Muni’a'® quoted on the

authority of Abu Bakr ibn Abi Shoyba’, on the authority of Abu Muawiyah,
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on the authority of Sharik, on the authority of Al-Rakin, on the authority of
Na’eem ibn Hanzale’, on the authority of Am’mar that God’s Prophet
(MGB) said, “The people who are two-faced in this world will have two
tongues of Fire on the Resurrection Day.”

2-19 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran al-Ash’ari, on the authority of
Musa ibn Umar, on the authority of Ibn Sin’an, on the authority of U’an ibn
Mu’een - the hat-buyer - that Ibn Abi Ya’foor said, “I heard Aba Abdullah
as-Sadiq (MGB) say, ‘Whoever meets the believers in one fashion, but
gossips about them in their absence in a different fashion will have two
tongues of Fire on the Resurrection Day.””

2-20 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the
authority of Ali ibn An-Nue’man, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Miskan,
on the authority of Davood ibn Fargad, on the authority of Abi Shaybih az-
Zahri that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “A servant who is two-faced and
has two tongues is bad. He will praise his believing brother in front of him,
but talk badly about him in his absence. He will be jealous of him whenever
he gets a blessing and will not assist him when a calamity befalls him.”

The People Are in Two Groups: Some Who Get Relieved by
Others and Some from Whom Others Get Relieved

2-21 Al-Hussein ibn Ahmad ibn Idris - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Muhammad ibn Salim, on
the authority of Ahmad ibn an-Nazr, on the authority of Amr ibn Shimr, on
the authority of Jabir, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The people are in two groups: those who get
relieved by others and those from whom others get relieved. Those who get
relieved are the believers. Once they die they are relieved of this world and
its calamities. Those from whom others get relieved are the unbelievers.
Once they die, the trees, the animals and many of the people get relieved
from them.”
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People Are of Two Types: The Learned and the Seeker of

Knowledge

2-22 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father
Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr who
linked it up to Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “The people are in two
groups: knowledgeable ones and those acquiring knowledge. The rest of the
people are like flies subject to the wind and such people will be thrown into
the Fire.”

Two Characteristics One of Which Will Cause Forgetting

Sins and the Other Will Cause Hardening of the Hearts

2-23 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God be pleased
with him - narrated that his father quoted on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn
Ishag al-Tajir, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on the authority of
Fuzalat™, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad al-Sakoony, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that his father Al-Bagir (MGB)
said, “The Blessed the Sublime God revealed to Moses (MGB), ‘Do not get
pleased with the extent of your wealth and do not abandon remembering Me
under any circumstances since extensive wealth will cause the forgetting of
sins, and abandoning My remembrance will cause the hardening of hearts.””

Two Characteristics That Provide Immunity to Leprosy
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2-24 Ahmad ibn Ali ibn lbrahim - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his father quoted on the authority of his father Ibrahim ibn
Hashim, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of
Hafs ibn al-Bakhtari, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB),
“Cutting the nails and shaving the moustache every Friday provides
immunity to leprosy.”

Attend to Two Major Issues

2-25 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Ishaq al-Tajir, on the authority of Ali ibn
Mahzyar, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the authority of
Fuzalat ibn Ayoob, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Abi Zyad'?, on the
authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) that his father (MGB) said,
“Abuzar - may God have Mercy upon him - cried due to the fear of the
Honorable the Exalted God so much that he started to complain about his
eyes. He was told: ‘O Abuzar! Pray to God to heal your eyes.” He said, ‘I
am not worried about that. 1 have more important issues to attend to.” He
was asked, ‘What are you attending to?” He replied, ‘Paradise and the Hell-
fire.”
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The World is Just Two Words and Two Dirhams

2-26 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-Sakoony,
on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB), “Abuzar - may God have Mercy upon him - was standing by
the Ka’ba and said, ‘I am Jundab ibn Sakan.” The people gathered around
him. He said, “You prepare some things to take along with yourself when
deciding to go on a trip. The trip to the Hereafter is upcoming. Don’t you
want to prepare some things to take along to benefit you?” A man went to
him and said, ‘Please advise us.” He said, ‘Fast on hot days as a means of
savings for the Resurrection, and perform the Hajj pilgrimage®® visit for
major affairs. Say two units of prayers in the dark of the night for the awe of
the grave. Speak fairly™*, give charity to the poor and do not utter wicked
words so that perhaps you may be saved from the Day of Hardship
(Resurrection). Consider this world to be worth only two Dirhams. Spend
one Dirham for your wife and send the second Dirham ahead of you. Any
third Dirham is harmful and will not benefit you. Consider this world to be
two words. Use one word to earn a legitimate means of sustenance and use
the second one to attain the Hereafter. The third word is harmful and will
not benefit you. Do not go after it.” He added, ‘The sorrow of the day which
| cannot attain kills me.””

2-27 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ali ibn al-
Sindy, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Amr ibn Sa’id, on the authority
of Musa ibn Akeel, “I heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) say, ‘A man
would not be knowledgeable (in religion) unless he abandons lust and
doesn’t care about what he wears or what he eats to overcome his
hunger.””%®

2-28 Ja’far ibn Ali ibn al-Hassan al-Kufy - may God have Mercy upon
him - narrated that his father Ali ibn al-Hassan quoted on the authority of
his father Al-Hassan ibn Ali ibn Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority
of Abdullah ibn al-Mugayrih, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the
authority of his father, on the authority of his forefathers, on the authority of
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Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “There in no good in life except
for two men: a knowledgeable one who is obeyed, and an obedient student.”

There is no Good in This World Except for Two Men
2-29 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father and Muhammad
ibn al-Hassan - may God be pleased with them - narrated that Sa’ed ibn
Abdullah

OLRy39 OladS™ Lod!

o el ool e el o e Bas 16 we A o) f Wu-2-26
L ade il amy 300 a6 1JB WL Lagle aul oo (et Ly iee e (S
ad JZY i ) rf,uf OF o) 1JW (ol 4SS oy i Bl 1) 2l
B ) 4] el ?(,ixm Lo ad Ogys Lol 2aldl) pgy hd cambiay Lo 331 e
3 oSy Joog eVl ) B gy piall A s Loy o 1 (L]
S e o L S 3 RS U s 2SOl R L Sl
e il L 085 Ll el e 2 0 0o b L s Sl s
ST eSS el Lo M iy Yy ey Uy (25 anes Lapsy (s
Vop on 58 1B & s Y ai Yy L sl 00 sy I L
.45,

Dt b 05 5 g ) 05

il ) ez e Glaall o2 oy et L 1JB e Al o) f WU-2-27
bl e 1B ST o qsn 08 chine o2 s o e 8 i) e e
By e Ly Jdol st ol e Y o el o)) 050 Y 15k oSl e e
e

ol W el 8 5 Y

‘m;\dxgugy—ﬁmw)—@Q\M\Jgudwubz-zs
A o8 g e Bl oy e e Bl dl s e o el e
ae & Lo & Jgw, JU :J\Efw\v@;&;‘;rcgﬁlj&pgwi&;cmd
215 ot ol cgllan Jle Tl JY) padl & s Y LT

oy d-Y W WY @ e Y
Wl e o e o 1YB Legie ) o) el o ey (ol 502429

71


http://www.alhassanain.org/english

Al-Khisal; A Numeric Classification of Traditions on Characteristics =

quoted on the authority of Al-Qasim ibn Muhammad al-Isbahany, on the
authority of Suleiman ibn Davood al-Mingari, on the authority of Hafs ibn
Qiyath al-Nakha’ee that Abu Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “There is no
good in this world except for two men: a man who does more good deeds
every day, and a man who compensates for his sins through repentance.
When will he be able to repent? | swear by God that God would not accept
his repentance even if he prostrates to God to the extent that his neck falls
off, unless by his friendship with us - the members of the Holy Household.”

There are Two Forms of Knowledge

2-30 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad, on the
authority of Al-Ab’bas ibn Ma’ruf, on the authority of Ali ibn Mahzyar, on
the authority of Hikam ibn Buhlool, on the authority of Isma’il ibn
Himmam, on the authority of Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority of Aban
ibn Abi Ayyash, on the authority of Salim ibn Qays al-Hilaly, “I heard Ali
(MGB) tell Abil Tufayl Amer ibn Vasele’ al-Kanani: ‘O Abil Tufayl! There
are two forms of knowledge: The knowledge over which people must
ponder, and that is the knowledge of the religion, and the knowledge which
cannot be pondered over, that is the Might of the Honorable the Exalted
God.””

Two Strange Characteristics: Eating the Sustenance

Provided by God and Ascribing Divinity to Others Than God

2-31 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah al-Barqy, on the authority of his father
Muhammad ibn Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the
authority of Ibrahim ibn (Abi) Zyad, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB), "The Blessed the Sublime God sent down an angel to Earth.
He stayed on the Earth for a long time and then returned to the heavens. He
was asked, “What did you see there?” He said, “l saw many amazing things
there, but the most amazing thing that | saw was someone who abused your
blessings. He ate of what You provided for his sustenance, but claimed to be
god. | was amazed at his boldness and Your Patience.” God the Almighty
said, “You were amazed at My Patience? | let him live for four-hundred
years, and he never got ill. | granted to him whatever he wanted in the
world, and I never changed his food and drinks.”

Enjoining to Do Good and Admonishing Against Evil Are

Two of the Creatures of the Exalted the Honorable God

2-32 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Yaqoob ibn
Yazid who linked it up to Abu Jaf’far Al-Bagir (MGB) saying, “Enjoining
to
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do good and admonishing against evil are two of the creatures of the
Exalted the Honorable God. God will honor whoever helps them, and God
will abandon whoever abandons them.”

The Two Things Which Constituted Most of the Worshipping

of Abuzar - May God Have Mercy Upon
2-33 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Yahya ibn Abi
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Imran al-Hamedany, on the authority of Yunus ibn Abdul-Rahman, on the
authority of several narrators that Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB) said,
“Most of the worship of Abuzar - may God have Mercy upon him - were
two things: thinking and taking heed.”

If a Woman Has Had Two Husbands Which Husband Will

She Belong to in Heaven

2-34 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Ali ibn lbrahim ibn Hashim quoted on the authority of
his father, on the authority of Musa ibn lbrahim, on the authority of Al-
Hassan, on the authority of his father who linked it up to God’s Prophet
(MGB), “Umma Salma asked the Prophet (MGB), ‘May my father and
mother be your ransom! If a woman has had two husbands who die and
enter Heaven, which one will she belong to?” The Prophet (MGB)
answered, ‘O Umma Salma! She will chose the one who was best tempered
and loved his wife the most. O Umma Salma! Good temper will result in the
best of this world and the Hereafter.””

Enemies Who Dispute with Each Other About Their Lord

2-35 Abu Muhammad Am’mar ibn al-Hussein al-Asrooshani - may God
be pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Muhammad ibn Ismat quoted on
the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad al-Tabary in Mecca, on the
authority of Abul Hassan ibn Abi Shoja’ al-Bajaly, on the authority of Ja’far
ibn Abdullah al-Hanafy, on the authority of Yahya ibn Hashim, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Jabir, on the authority of Sadagaht ibn Sa’id,
on the authority of Al-Nazr ibn Malik, “I told al-Hussein ibn Ali ibn Abi
Talib (MGB), ‘O Aba Abdullah! Tell me about the Honorable the Exalted
God’s words, ‘These two antagonists dispute with each other about their
Lord...”*®> He (MGB) replied, ‘It is about us and the Umayyads who dispute
with each other about the Honorable the Exalted God. We said that God has
told the truth, but they said that God has lied. We are enemies of each other
on the Resurrection Day.’”
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Jawad Has Two Meanings

Jawad!’ Has Two Meanings

2-36 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Ibrahim ibn Hashim, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Suleiman, “A man
asked Abal-Hassan (MGB)* while he was circumambulating (around the
Ka’ba), ‘What is the meaning of Jawad?’ The Imam (MGB) replied, ‘There
are two meanings in what you are asking about. If you are asking about the
creatures, Jawad is him who performs his obligatory deeds and Bakhil is
him who is miserly in performing what God has made incumbent upon him.
If you are asking about the Creator, then you should know that He is Jawad
if He grants and is also Jawad if He withholds. This is because if He grants
something to His creatures, then He has granted them what they deserve not,
and if He withholds something from His creatures, He has withheld from
them what they do not deserve.”

Silver and Gold Money Are Destructive

2-37 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted on the authority
of Yagoob ibn Yazid, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan, on the authority
of Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishag, on the authority of Al-Harith,
on the authority of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Silver and gold money destroyed those before
you and they will destroy you, too.”
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Gold and Silver Are Two Perverting Metals

2-38 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Yahya ibn Imran'® who linked
up this tradition, “Gold and silver are two perverting metals. Whoever loves
them is with them.”

The compiler of the book - may God increase his honor - interprets this
to mean that whoever loves them so much that he doesn’t pay the Divinely
Ordained dues on them is with them.

Seek Refuge from Two Characteristics

2-39 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, on the authority of Yusuf ibn al-Harith, on the
authority of Abdullah ibn Yazid, on the authority of Hayat ibn Sharih, on
the authority of Salim ibn Qayla, on the authority of Dur’raj, on the
authority of Abil Haysam, on the authority of Abi Sa’ad al-Khidry, “I heard
God’s Prophet (MGB) say, ‘I Seek refuge in God from disbelief and debt.’
He (MGB) was told, ‘O Prophet of God! Is debt equal to disbelief?’ He
(MGB) replied, ‘Yes.””
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Two Characteristics of the Shiites

2-40 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted on
the authority of Muhammad ibn al-Hussein ibn Abil-Khat’tab, on the
authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Malik ibn Atiye,
on the authority of Abi Hamzih, on the authority of Ali ibn al-Hussein
(MGB), “lI am ready to give my hand for (abolishing) two negative
characteristics in the Shiites: impatience and not keeping secrets.”

There are Two Pleasures for One Who Fasts

2-41 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id who
linked it up through a chain of narrators to Imam as-Sadiq (MGB) saying,
“There are two pleasures for one who fasts: The first pleasure is for when he
breaks his fast, and the second one is for when he meets the Honorable the
Exalted God.”

Fasting Is For God

2-42 The Georgian?® Abu Muhammad Abdus ibn Ali ibn al-Ab’bas in
Samargand narrated that Abul Qasim Abdullah ibn Yaqoob ibn Yusuf al-
Razi quoted Muhammad ibn Yunus al-Kadimi, on the authority of Abu
Amir, on the authority of Zama’a, on the authority of Sala’ma, on the
authority of Akrama, on the authority of lbn Abbas?' that the Prophet
(MGB) said, “God - the Blessed the Sublime said, ‘All the deeds of the
descendants of Adam are for themselves, except for their fasting which is
for Me. | Myself am the reward for his fasting. Fasting is a believer’s armor
on the Resurrection Day as you guard yourselves with armor in this world.
To the Honorable the Exalted God, the smell of the mouth of one who is
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fasting is better than the smell of musk. There are two pleasures for one who
fasts: one is for when he breaks his fast, eats and drinks and the second one
is for when he meets Me and | take him to Paradise.”

What Has Been Said About the Honest vs. the Dishonest

Businessmen

2-43 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted Muhammad ibn
Ahmad who linked it up through a chain of narrators to Al-Hussein ibn
Zayd ibn Ali ibn Abi Talib, on the authority of his father Zayd ibn Ali, on
the authority of his father Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his
father Al-Hussein (MGB), on the authority of his father Ali (MGB) that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “The business of any two businessmen who are
sincere in dealing with each other will be blessed for as long as they remain
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honest with each other. Once one cheats the other, their business will no
longer be blessed. The two parties to a deal can call off the deal for as long
as they are both present. If there is a dispute between them, what the owner
says is more acceptable.”??

Two Things Which Provide us with Benefits Every Dawn and

Dusk

2-44 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqoob ibn
Yazid, on the authority of Zyad ibn Marvan al-Qandi, on the authority of
Abi Vaki’a, on the authority of Abi Ishaq al-Sabi’e, on the authority of Al-
Harith, on the authority of the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB)
that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “l advise you to attend to agriculture and
raising sheep, since these would provide you with benefits every dawn and
dusk.” The people asked the Prophet (MGB), “O Prophet of God! Then
what about raising camels?” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “Camels are the
associates of Satan! Their benefits come to us in dangerous ways.” The
people said, “O Prophet of God! If the people hear this, they will abandon
raising camels.” The Prophet (MGB) replied, “No. The wicked ones will
not!”

Two Forms of Shopping Are Bad

2-45 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted
on the authority of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abdul
Rahman ibn Himad, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Sin’an who linked
it up through a chain of narrators to Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) that the
Imam (MGB) considered two forms of shopping to be bad: just picking the
goods without checking them, and buying goods without having ever seen
them.

There Are Two Prayers for High Quality Goods and Two

Curses for Bad Goods

2-46 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Yaqoob ibn
Yazid, on the authority of Marvak ibn Ubayd who linked it up through other
narrators to Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), “There are two prayers for high
quality goods, and there are two curses for bad goods. People pray for high
quality goods and say, ‘May God bless you and the man who sold you to
me.” People curse bad goods and say, ‘May God not bless you and the man
who sold you to me.””

Two Characteristics Granted to Whoever Honors the Rights
of God
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2-47 Muhammad ibn Musa al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with him
- narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the
authority
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of Muawiyah ibn Wahab that he had heard Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq
(MGB) say, “Any believer who honors the rights of God - that is he honors
other people’s rights and only takes from others what he deserves - is

granted two characteristics: sustenance from the Honorable the Exalted God
with which he is content, and God’s Pleasure with which he is saved.”
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2-48 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Abul Qasim Abdul
Rahman ibn Himad al-Kufy, on the authority of Abi Muhammad Abdullah
ibn Muhammad al-Qaffari, on the authority of Ja’far ibn Ibrahim al-Ja’fari,
on the authority of Ja’far ibn Muhammad (MGB), on the authority of his
father (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “Whoever is sympathetic
with the poor and treats the people fairly is a true believer.”

2-49 And in another narration we read that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“Whoever gets pleased with his good deeds and feels bad about his bad
deeds is a believer.”

One Who Has Two Characteristics Is Good, Otherwise Stay

Away from Him

2-50 Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar - may God have Mercy
upon him - narrated that his father quoted Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn
Khalid, on the authority of Muhammad ibn Ali al-Kufy, on the authority of
Muhammad ibn Sin’an, on the authority of Umar ibn Abdul-Aziz, on the
authority of Al-Khaybari, on the authority of Yunus ibn Zabyan and al-
Mufaz’zal ibn Umar, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB),
“One who has two characteristics is good. Otherwise you should avoid
him.” He was asked, “What are these two characteristics?” The Imam
(MGB) replied, “Being careful to say his prayers on time and being
sympathetic with others.”

Two Things Can Terminate the Waiting Period of a Divorced
Woman Who Has Not Had Her Menstruation in Due Time

2-51 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi
Nasr al-Bazanty, on the authority of Jameel, on the authority of Zurarah, on
the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “There are two things
which can terminate the waiting period (iddah) of a divorced woman who
has not had her menstruation in due time. The first one is three months of
being clean during which no blood is seen, and the second one is three
menstruations between each of which there is no clean period as long as
three months.”??
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Seek Nearness to the Honorable the Exalted God with Two

Characteristics

2-52 Muhammad ibn Ali Majiluyih - may God be pleased with him -
narrated that his uncle Muhammad ibn Abil-Qasim quoted on the authority
of Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob,
on the authority of Umar ibn Yazid, on the authority of Abu Abdullah as-
Sadig (MGB), “Being kind is different from paying the alms-tax. Seek
nearness to the Honorable the Exalted God with kindness and visiting the
relations of kin.”

Two Characteristics Which Eliminate Poverty, Increase Life
and Fend off Seventy Harsh Deaths

2-53 Muhammad ibn al-Hassan ibn Ahmad ibn al-Walid - may God be

pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn al-Hassan al-Saffar quoted

Ahmad ibn Aba Abdullah, on the authority of his father, on the authority of

Safvan ibn Yahya, on the authority of Ishaq ibn Qalib, on the authority of
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someone who narrated that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “Kindness and
charity eliminate poverty, increase life and fend off seventy harsh deaths.”

Traditions Are of Two Types

2-54 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ali ibn Ibrahim quoted his father, on the
authority of Al-Nawfaly, on the authority of Al-Sakoony, on the authority of
Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), on the authority of his father Al-Baqir
(MGB), on the authority of his forefathers (MGB) that Ali (MGB) said,
“There are two types of traditions. Some traditions are related to the
obligatory. Practicing them leads to guidance and abandoning them leads to
deviation. Some other traditions are not obligatory. It is better to practice
them, but it is not a sin to abandon them."

Doing Good is Only Valued by Those Who Have Two

Characteristics
2-55 Muhammad ibn Musa ibn al-Mutevakil - may God be pleased with
him - narrated that Abdullah ibn Ja’far al-Homayry quoted Ahmad ibn Isa,
on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Mahboob, on the authority of Sayf ibn
Umayrih, on the authority of Aba Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB), “Doing good
is only valued by those who are honorable or religious.”

Friends Are of Two Types
2-56 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Ahmad ibn Idris quoted Muhammad ibn
Ahmad, on the authority of Abdullah ibn Ahmad al-Razi, on the authority of
Bakr ibn Salih, on the authority of Isma’il ibn Mihran, on the authority
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of Muhammad ibn Hafs, on the authority of Yagoob ibn Bashir, on the
authority of Jabir, on the authority of Abi Ja’far al-Baqgir (MGB) that a man
went to Basra to see the Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) and
said, “O Commander of the Faithful! Please inform me about my brethren.”
The Commander of the Faithful (MGB) replied, “There are two types of
brethren: sincere ones and hypocrites. The sincere brethren are similar to
one’s hands, wings, and property. Once you find a sincere brother, do not
hesitate to help him with your life and wealth. Be friends with his friends
and be an enemy of his enemies. Cover up his flaws, and express his good
deeds. However, you who ask should know that such friends are as scarce as
red matches are.?* About hypocrites, you should only associate with them on
the surface as they do with you. You should not expect anything else from
them. Treat them just as they treat you in terms of being polite with and
talking pleasantly with them.”

People Are of Two Types

2-57 Ja’far ibn Ali al-Kufy - may God be pleased with him - narrated that
his father quoted his father Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority of Al-Ab’bas
ibn Amer, on the authority of Salih ibn Sa’id-Sakoony, on the authority of
Abi Hamzih al-Sumaly that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “People are of
two types: believers and the ignorant. Therefore, do not disturb believers,
and do not treat the ignorant ones out of ignorance lest you shall be like
them.”

Two Leaders Who Are Not in Power

2-58 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted
Muhammad ibn Ahmad, who linked it up through a chain of narrators to
Aba Abdullah as-Sadig (MGB), who said that God’s Prophet (MGB) said,
“There are two leaders who are not in power: The man who is following a
corpse in a funeral procession doesn’t have the power to return until the
body is buried, and a man who is on a Hajj pilgrimage? visit along with a
woman doesn’t have the power to leave until she finishes her Hajj
pilgrimage.”
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Two Things with Which Some Corrupt Their Prayers

2-59 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Abi
Nasr, on the authority of Sa’alabat ibn Maymun, on the authority of
Maysara?® that Abi Ja’far al-Bagir (MGB) said, “There are two things with
which some people corrupt their prayers. The first thing is saying ‘tabaraka
ismuka wa ta’ala jadduka’ which means ‘Blessed is Thy name and High is
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Thy Fortune.” This is what the genies said about God out of ignorance
and God has stated it quoting them. The second thing is saying ‘as-salamu
alayna va ala ebadillah as-salihin” which means ‘Peace be upon us and upon
God’s servants - the good-doers’ in the middle of the prayer (since this is
said at the end to terminate the prayers).?””

No Two Things Are Loved by the Honorable the Exalted God

More Than The Following Two

2-60 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hussein ibn Sa’id, on the
authority of Muhammad ibn Abi Umayr, on the authority of Mansoor ibn
Yunus, on the authority of Abi Hamzih al-Somali, that he had heard the
Ornament of the Worshippers - Ali ibn al-Hussein (MGB) say, “No two
steps are loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than the following
two steps: The steps taken forward by a believer with which he reinforces
the troop lines in a holy war, and the steps taken to reinforce the ties of
kinship towards the relations of kin who have broken the ties of kinship. No
two sips are loved by the Honorable the Exalted God more than the
following two sips: The sips of a believer’s wrath which he quenches and
the sip of a believer’s suffering which he takes in with his patience and
forbearance. No two drops of tears are loved by the Honorable the Exalted
God more than the following two: The drop of blood shed in the way of
God, and the drop of tears shed in the middle of the night by one who only
sheds it for the Honorable the Exalted God.”

Two Characteristics Which Satan Taught Noah (MGB)

2-61 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Sa’ed ibn Abdullah quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Al-Hassan ibn Ali, on the authority
of Aban ibn Uthman, on the authority of Al-Ala’ ibn Syabat that Aba
Abdullah as-Sadiq (MGB) said, “When Noah’s (MGB) ark landed, Satan
appeared and told Noah, ‘There is no man on the planet Earth who has
pleased me more than you have, since you cursed these corrupt people; they
were destroyed; and | got rid of them. Do you want me to teach you two
characteristics? Avoid jealousy since it was jealousy which caused me to
become this way. Also avoid greed since it was greed which resulted in
what happened to Adam.?8”

Two Characteristics of Which People Should be Most Fearful

2-62 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Asady narrated that Muhammad ibn Abi
Imran quoted Abu Mus’ab Ahmad ibn Abu Bakr al-Zahri, on the authority
of Ali ibn Abi Ali al-Lahabi, on the authority of Muhammad ibn al-
Munkadir, on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “What | am most afraid of for my nation is unattainable aspirations and
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unreachable hopes. Aspirations would hinder one from the truth and
unreachable hopes would make one forget the Hereafter. The life in this
world is to be ended while the life in the Hereafter is ahead of you. Each life
has its own children. Try to be of the children of the Hereafter if you can.
Try not to be of the children of this world. Today you are alive, can do
things and there is no Reckoning. However, tomorrow you will die and will
be in the World of Reckoning where you cannot do anything.”

2-63 (The compiler of the book narrated) that his father - may God be
pleased with him - narrated that Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Attar quoted
Ahmad ibn Muhammad ibn Isa, on the authority of Hammad ibn Isa, on the
authority of Umar ibn Azineh, on the authority of Aban ibn Abi Ayyash, on
the authority of Salim ibn Qays al-Hilaly, on the authority of the
Commander of the Faithful Imam Ali (MGB) that God’s Prophet (MGB)
said, “There are two groups of scientists. Those who practice their
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knowledge are prosperous, but those who abandon their knowledge get
destroyed. The residents of Hell will be bothered with the bad smell of the
scientists who have not put their knowledge into practice. However, there
are those who are most sorry. They invite others to God, and their call is
accepted by others who then obey God and are taken to Heaven by God.
However, the caller himself is taken to Hell by God for not acting (on his
own words), and those following their whims will be the most sorry.” Then
the Commander of the Faithful (MGB) added, “I fear two things concerning
you. The first is following your whims, and the second is having high
aspirations since following your whims will prevent you from accepting the
truth, and having high aspirations will make you forget the Hereafter."”

2-64 Abu Ahmad Muhammad ibn Ja’far al-Bandar al-Shafe’ee al-
Furgany in Furgan narrated that Abul Abbas al-Himady quoted Ahmad ibn
Muhammad al-Shafe’ee, on the authority of his uncle Ibrahim ibn
Muhammad, on the authority of Ali ibn Abi Ali al-Lahabi, on the authority
of Muhammad ibn Munkadir, on the authority of Jabir ibn Abdullah that
God’s Prophet (MGB) said, “What | am most afraid of for my nation is
unattainable aspirations and unreachable 